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Encountering the Risen Lord 
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky 

Prime Bishop 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

As this year we celebrate the Solemnity of the Resur-

rection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we do it 

in a way it has not been done in many years and for 

most of us, never before.  But it still is a celebration 

of our Lord.  Although we cannot gather within our 

parish churches, we still can hear the word of Scrip-

ture that announces this glorious moment within sal-

vation history. 

It is still joyous for us to know that our Lord Jesus 

has conquered death, that He has been victorious 

over the grave, that sin and death have been van-

quished.  But maybe this year, in considering these 

Scripture readings, which we may have heard for 

many years, we will look at them in a little different 

way. 

On Easter morning the reading from the Gospel of 

Saint John will be proclaimed in our parish churches, 

even if there is no one to hear them.  It will do us 

well to read and consider these words throughout the 

time following Easter as well. 

“On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came 

to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still 

dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb.  So 

she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other dis-

ciples whom Jesus loved, and told them, ‘They have 

taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know 

where they put Him.’  So Peter and the other disciple 

went out and came to the tomb.  They both ran, but 

the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at 

the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths 

there, but did not go in.  When Simon Peter arrived 

after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial 

cloths there, and the cloth that had covered His head, 

not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate 

place.  Then the other disciple also went in, the one 

who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and be-

lieved.  For they did not yet understand the scripture 

that He had to rise from the dead.” (John 20:1-9) 

In years past in my sermons at Easter, I had always 

focused on the end of the reading where the disciple 

who arrived at the tomb first entered in and that he 

saw and believed.  This was just the beginning of 

faith in the Risen Jesus for as Scripture goes on to 

say that they did not yet understand that Jesus had to 

rise from the dead.  They did not yet comprehend that 

it was for this reason, Jesus had come to earth to suf-

fer and die for our sins and then to rise from the dead 

conquering sin and death.  But we also know that 

through the Easter Season we will go on to consider 

other encounters with the Risen Christ, and then we 

will see how the apostles share this message as this 

season moves on.  In years past I always considered 

that this was a communal activity, and certainly in 

many ways it truly is. 

But what is new this year is the consideration that 

this first “spark of faith” happens to each person indi-

vidually here.  We see Simon Peter come to the tomb 

and with the brashness he always seems to have, he 

charges into the tomb.  He notices the burial cloths 

and the cloth which covered the head in a place by 

itself.  While not explained entirely, there must have 

been something about them, since they are spoken of 

in this way.  This is the “spark of faith” that led to 

Peter’s further understanding of the Risen Jesus.  We 
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see St. John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, go into 

the tomb.  We see him beholding the scene and then 

believing.  Likewise this individual encounter is the 

“spark of faith” that leads to further understanding. 

In the next portion of the Gospel of St. John we see 

the appearance of the Risen Jesus to Mary of Magda-

la.  “Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping.  And as 

she wept, she bent over into the tomb and saw two 

angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had 

been.  And they said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 

weeping?’  She said to them, ‘They have taken my 

Lord, and I don’t know where they laid Him.’  When 

she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

there, but did not know it was Jesus.  Jesus said to 

her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?  Who are you 

looking for?’  She thought it was the gardener and 

said to him, ‘Sir, if you carried Him away, tell me 

where you laid Him, and I will take Him.’  Jesus said 

to her, ‘Mary!’  She turned and said to Him in He-

brew, ‘Rabbouni’ which means Teacher.  Jesus said 

to her, ‘Stop holding on to Me, for I have not yet as-

cended to the Father.  But go to my brothers and tell 

them, “I am going to My Father and your Father, to 

My God and your God.”’ Mary of Magdala went and 

announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord,’ 

and what He told her.  (John 20:11-18) 

Again at the end of this Scripture passage we see 

Mary of Magdala going to spread the message of the 

Risen Jesus, but also it began with a “spark of faith: 

in the individual encounter of Mary with Jesus.  She 

did not entirely understand it at first, just as Simon 

Peter and St. John, but she grew in understanding and 

then with that understanding she went to share the 

message. 

This year we all will celebrate the joyous event of the 

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior within our own 

homes, hopefully with some interaction with the 

church or with our individual parishes via social me-

dia.  We will find ourselves exactly in the same situa-

tion as Simon Peter, as St. John or as Mary Magda-

lene on that first Easter day.  It will just be each of us, 

or a small group of individuals, and the Lord on East-

er Sunday morning.  I hope that this will give us each 

a unique opportunity this year, to encounter the Risen 

Jesus in a way you may not have done before. 

As you read the Gospel stories of the Resurrection 

and I encourage you to read them all: Matthew chap-

ter 28; Mark chapter 16; Luke chapter 24; and John 

chapters 20 and 21, you will see in them the individu-

al encounters of our Lord with different disciples in 

different ways.  During these days of quarantine you 

will have plenty of time to see the spark of faith that 

occurred in these encounters which then allowed 

these disciples to go on to live strengthened lives of 

faith and love.  These encounters allowed them to 

share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others that 

they later encountered.  It allowed them to show the 

love of Jesus Christ to others and to share it in their 

works of ministry. 

Armed then with this information each of us can then 

reflect on the individual encounters of the Risen Je-

sus in our own lives as well.  I am sure that you can 

look back at points, both those of joy and those of 

sorrow, to see the hands of our Risen Lord within 

them.  He has been beside us in the sorrowful times 

to hold our hands and give us strength.  He has re-

minded us that He has already conquered sin and 

death so that in and through His love we too will be 

able to overcome.  In the joyful times He has been 

there smiling, sharing in the joy and love that we are 

created for and reminding us that we will ultimately 

share in this joy in the fullest way possible if we re-

main faithful to Him and His way in the world. 

Maybe we might also reflect on the fact that there 

have been times when we feel separated from Jesus 

and cannot see or feel His love.  As we saw above, 

Mary of Magdala was directly in the presence of Je-

sus in the garden outside the tomb, but because of her 

grief and her weeping she could not recognize Him.  

Maybe we should consider that if we cannot see and 

feel the presence of our Risen Lord, it is something 

within ourselves or something around us that blinds 

us or distracts us.   

My brothers and sisters, although I certainly know 

that this time of quarantine may be quite challenging 

for many, especially for those who may have lost 

their jobs or are separated from family, it also gives 

us a unique opportunity to spend some time alone 

with our Risen Lord, to hear Him speak to us individ-

ually as we read the words of Scripture, to once again 

consider the “spark of faith” within our lives that He 

enkindled there.  This will also allow us to reach out 

to each other to share this conquering love in acts of 

service one to another. 

I encourage all of you in the Easter season to do that 

work of faith.  So then, when we pass through this 

(Encountering the Risen Lord- Continued from Page 1.) 

(Continued on bottom of Page 5.) 
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Increasing Our Discipleship in Response to the COVID-19 Outbreak 

1. Increased time in prayer and fasting 

2. Sending cards and letters to those nursing homes that cannot have visitors 

3. Calling to check in and pray with family members, friends and neighbors 

4. Going shopping for our older brothers and sisters and those in need 

5. Sewing masks for first responders 

6. Increase almsgiving with donations of blood, money and food to local food pantries 

7. Keeping Social Distancing to help stop the spread of this virus 

8. Thinking of service and others before yourself – following the example of Jesus washing the feet of others 

9. Using online conferencing such as Zoom to have online worship and prayer with the faithful that allows 

their participation such as Stations of the Cross, Sorrowful Lamentations, Liturgy of the Hours and the Litany 

of the Passion. 

10. Streaming Holy Mass from your parish FB or YouTube channel or from the P.N.C.C. FB (PNCC1) or 

P.N.C.C. YouTube Channel (PNCC Liturgies) 

 

Prayer in Time of National Anxiety 

I come to You, Lord, in this time of uncertainty and confusion that has gripped our nation.  I pray that our 
leaders and representatives in government are filled with Your peace, strength and courage.  May your gifts of 
wisdom and understanding, fortitude and counsel be sought and utilized by them for the well-being of our 
country.  By their belief and trust in You may they provide capable leadership, promote unity and peace, and 
be attentive to the concerns of our people.  May Your Church provide support and comfort; and help strength-
en our hope for peace through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The Angelus – seeking the intercession of our Blessed Mother 

V.        The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary, 

R.        And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

            Hail Mary … 

V.        Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

R.        Be it done unto me according to your word. 

            Hail Mary… 

V.        And the Word was made Flesh. 

R.        And dwelt among us. 

            Hail Mary … 

V.        Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, 

R.        That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray. 

O Lord, we ask You, pour forth Your grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, Your 

Son, was made known by the message of an angel, may by His passion and cross be brought to the glory of 

His Resurrection.  We ask this through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Have a blessed Lent, be safe, careful and healthy.  

P.N.C.C. Supreme Council Future Direction Committee 
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National United Choirs Music Scholarship Program 

REMINDER!  The deadline for applying for a 2020 scholarship is May 1st. 

For applicants who may have had their music lessons suspended due to the Corona Virus outbreak, please try 

to secure your music teacher review and the reviews from church people through email or snail mail, if you are 

unable to do so in person. 

Applications and instructions are available on our website: nusmusicscholarship.weebly.com 

The reviewers look forward to receiving your application and recordings!  If you have any issues with getting 

your application in on time, please contact me personally at:  nucscholarship@gmail.com 

Stay healthy, help others and may God continue to watch over you! 

Cathy A. Bilinski 

Music Scholarship Administrator 

time of being apart, we can each be more faithful and 

strong witnesses to the Risen Lord, because we will 

know Him better.  Then we will more fully be the 

Church which is the continuation of His life and mis-

sion on earth. 

To my brother bishops, to the priests and deacons, to 

all the members of our Holy Church, I extend to you 

my most sincere blessings and my fullest expressions 

of joy for this time of Victory and Resurrection.  

May the Risen Christ, Who triumphed over sin and 

death, bless each of you, in wonderful ways and to do 

marvelous things. 

Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed! 

(Encountering the Risen Lord- Continued from Page 3.) 
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Stepping Up 

Rev. Jim Konicki, Chair, P.N.C.C. Vocations Commission 

As this article is being written, we are three days into 

Passiontide. Our parishes have veiled crosses, statu-

ary, and icons in purple.  

We are reminded, in these days, all beauty shrouded 

in purple, of the starkness of our existence without 

Jesus. This is brought all the more present to us be-

cause of our need for separation and our stark fast 

from the Eucharistic table. We sense separation in a 

very poignant way as we stand in the midst of the 

particular passion of our time. We face the problem 

of exacerbated starkness and darkness. Who will 

help us? 

In the world, we see people finger pointing, even as-

saulting others out of ignorance or to gain advantage. 

That began even before the crisis deepened. Those 

people’s efforts are pointed at increasing darkness. 

They cannot help. 

We hear words, and see posts, even signs, saying 

church is closed. That makes things seem very dark. 

But those words are obviously untrue. People who 

say those things cannot help. 

I could recount numerous examples of people latch-

ing onto the dark including using data, math, and a 

poor understanding of science to push the dark. They 

cannot help. 

There really is only one cure for the darkness, stark-

ness, and foreboding. It is the Church, never closed. 

Its men, priests and deacons, are at its altars offering, 

and assisting at, Holy Mass for us, for the living and 

the dead, and for the whole world. They offer daily 

prayer, encouragement, and devotions imploring 

God’s mercy. The Church, which is all of us, is able 

to pray, to intercede, to join together by phone, letter, 

card, email, message, text, Snapchat, Instagram, Fa-

cebook, or whatever social platform suits to reach 

out and offer words of comfort and assurance to fel-

low believers. All are able to pick up that Bible and 

read, study, and learn. We, Jesus’ Church, are not 

closed! And… more is needed from us. 

In Ezekiel 22:29-30 we read: The people of the land 

have practiced extortion and committed robbery. 

They have oppressed the poor and needy, and have 

extorted from the sojourner without justice. And I 

sought for a man among them who should build up 

the wall and stand in the breach before me for the 

land, that I should not destroy it, but I found none. 

The problem of darkness, starkness, and foreboding 

has been with us since - forever.  The people of Israel 

were living darkness with great pleasure and were 

doing vast wrongs, unfaithful to God and each other. 

The princes, priests, and the prophets had fallen, and 

the people followed right along into darkness. God 

searched for a man to stand up, to stand in the breach, 

to call people to repentance and to a return to the light 

but plainly says: I found none. Sure, there were guys 

around, tens or hundreds of thousands of males, but 

no men. So, God sent Ezekiel as prosecutor, to de-

clare the charges, so God might pass judgment. 

We, my brothers, are called to stand in the breach, to 

be the help and to lead. God is reaching out, particu-

larly now. He is asking us to step up. This time of tri-

al is a time of calling as every time of trial has been. 

God needs men of conviction, strong in their faith and 

belief, confident of God’s truth, for His truth is light. 

God needS men of courage, brave in the face of dark-

ness, to overcome dark with light even if it costs us 

everything. God needs men who are chivalrous. Not a 

word we hear much anymore - unfortunately - but 

much needed. Biblical chivalry starts with a humble 

spirit and a willingness to put the needs of others be-

fore our own needs. God placed specifically within 

men an innate desire to guard and protect those in 

their care, to be light to the fearful and anxious, to lift 

up those in darkness. God needs men of compassion, 

gentle in love for love is light. Compassion asks us to 

wipe away our judgmentalism, and to mentor, reach 

out, and help people to grow into true disciples. 

In light of our mortality, in light of God’s asking, let 

us answer yes to His call. Let it not be said of us that 

we cowered and shrunk back into darkness, that we 

sat on the couch. Let not God say of us, I found none. 

Jesus stood in the gap between man and God and rec-

onciled us on Good Friday. We, my brothers, are 

called to answer yes to God, for Jesus seeks those 

who will follow His example and stand in the breach, 

who will be His conviction, courage, chivalry, and 

compassion, who will bring people out of darkness 

into God’s light as priests and deacons. We are called 

to stand at the altar and plead for the people, to ever 

renew His sacrifice, to remove the purple veil, and so 

realize His Easter. 

Ready to stand in the breach? Feel free to call or text me at 

518-522-0944 or E-mail me at frjim@holynamencc.org. 
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He is risen! 

Death could not hold Him! 

Supreme Council of the P.N.C.C. 

We wish everyone a Happy and Blessed Easter! 

Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert and Florence Nemkovich 

Cape Coral, Florida 

Happy Easter! 

Michael R. & Mary A. Gorgol Mietlicki 

Scotch Plains, NJ 

Clergy Circle of the Western Diocese 

Bishop-Elect Jarosław Rafalko, Priests and Deacons 

Wishing you a blessed Easter season! 

Eastern Diocese United Women’s Societies 

Rt. Re. Paul Sobiechowski, Diocesan Bishop 

Very Rev. Joseph Soltysiak, Chaplain 

Polish National Union District Six 

Christine Wachna - District Director 

Wesołego Alleluja! Happy Easter! 

Spójnia Credit Union 

Board of Directors, Committee Members and Staff 

Happy Easter! 

All Saints Cathedral Parish, Chicago, IL Have a blessed Easter! 
Bishop-Elect Jarosław Rafalko - Pastor, Fr. David Rowinski - Assistant Pastor, Chair, Parish Committee – Gary Kurzynski,  

Vice Chair - Phil Smolka, Recording Sec. - Katy Scott, Financial Sec - Jean Kurzynski, Treasurer - Barbara Bratkowski 

Easter Blessings! Wesołego Alleluja! 

Church of Resurrection, Brooklyn, NY 

Rev. Andrew Koterba & Parish Committee 

Divine Providence Parish, Norwich, CT 

Rev. Krzystof Rogalski, Pastor 

Happy Easter! 

Guardian Angel Parish, Los Angeles, CA 

Fr. Andrew Machowski 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Glory to the Risen Lord! 

Holy Cross Parish—Hamtramck, MI 

Very Rev. Jarosław Nowak 

Holy Family Parish 

1921 Eden Park Blvd., McKeesport, PA 15132 

“Christ has risen!” Christ has risen, indeed! 

Holy Mother of Sorrows, Dupont, PA 

Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

Happy and blessed Easter! 

Have a blessed Easter! Holy Trinity Parish, Kewanee, IL 
Bishop-Elect Jarosław Rafalko - Pastor, Chair - Tom Greiner, Vice Chair - Mike VanHyfte, 

Recording Sec. - Karen Ream, Financial Sec - Kathy Erdmann, Treasurer - Nana Verstraete 

Holy Trinity P.N.C.C., Plantsville, CT 

Very Rev. Joseph Krusienski, Pastor 

Wesołego Alleluja! 

Our Savior Chapel, Tripp Park, Scranton, PA 

The Right Rev. Bernard J. Nowicki, Pastor 

Alleluia — Christ is risen! 

Our Saviour’s Parish, Woonsocket, RI 

Rev. Henry K. Wos, Pastor 

Happy Easter! 

St. Casimir’s Parish, Lowell, MA 

Rev. Andrzej Tenus 

Parish Committee 

St. Joseph’s Mission Parish: Fairhope, PA 

Rejoice, our Lord is risen! 

Rev. Felix Pyzowski and Parish Members 

St. Mary Parish — South Bend, IN 

Web: stmarypncc.org  FB: stmaryschurchsb 

Wishing you a blessed Easter season! 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! 

Cathedral Parish of St. Stanislaus, Bishop & Martyr 

Scranton, PA 

Annual Easter Greetings 

 

Easter Greetings from the staff of God’s Field. 

Controller: Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky 

Editor: Julie Orzell 
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An Index to Straż – The Guard, Volume II, 1916-1925 

This book has two volumes. It was compiled by Rev. 

Casimir J. Grotnik; Volume I was published in 1994 

and Volume II in 1997 by the Polish National Union 

of America (PNU). Volume I covers the contents of 

the Straż - The Guard for the period from 1897 to 

1915. Volume II covers the contents of the Straż - 

The Guard from 1916 to 1925. This article will be 

about Volume II. 

Any person who is looking for information about the 

Polish National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.), its dio-

ceses, seniorates, parishes, clergy, members and com-

missions and committees should start with the two 

indexes prepared by Rev. Casimir J. Grotnik, one for 

Rola Boża - God’s Field and another for Straż. The 

two volume Indexes for Rola Boża - God’s Field 

were described in earlier issues of Rola Boża - God’s 

Field, as was Volume I of the Index of the Straż - 

The Guard for the period from 1897 to 1915. This 

article will cover Volume II of the index for Straż - 

The Guard 1916 to 1925.  It has 1429 pages. It is 

compiled in two parts; part 1 has 412 pages and part 

2 has 1017 pages. Part I contains the numerical list-

ing of which issue of Straż the articles are located.  

The topics or names in the lists are contained in part 

2. Straż was the official organ of the P.N.C.C. from 

1897 to 1923 when Rola Boża - God’s Field began.   

The use of the index is covered in the explanations 

segment. To use the book to locate which issue of 

Straż - The Guard, one finds the following infor-

mation, such as 18 (1913) 20 s1. This means volume 

18, 1913, number 20 and page 1. 

The table of contents is as follows: Introduction; 

Preface; Index; Necrologies, Obituaries; Index of 

Names; Branches; Geographical Index, and Subjects. 

The Subjects Include: Advent, Aid to Poland; Ameri-

can Feasts; Baptist Church; Bishops of the P.N.C.C.; 

Celibacy; Children and Youth; Christmas; Church 

Societies; Clergy - P.N.C.C.; Committee of National 

Defense; Czech National Catholic Parishes; Easter; 

Episcopal Church; Eschatology; Feasts - P.N.C.C.; 

God’s Field; Greek Catholic Church - Uniats; Hun-

garian National Catholic Church; Independent 

Churches and Clergy; Jews: Ladies Adoration of The 

Most Blessed Sacrament Society; Lithuania; Lithua-

nian National Catholic Church; Liturgy - P.N.C.C.; 

Maria Konopnicka Society; Mariavites; Mary Mother 

of Jesus; Matrimony; Men’s Society of Resurrection; 

Miners; Mission to Poland; Music, Choirs, Songs; 

Novels, short stories; Old Catholic Church; Orthodox 

Church; Parishes of the P.N.C.C.; Penance, Poetry; 

Poland; Polish Art and Literature; Polish School, 

Language; Polish Falcons; Polish History; Polish Na-

tional Alliance; Polish National Catholic Church; 

Polish National Catholic Church in Poland; Polish 

National Feasts; Polish National Union of America; 

Polish - Roman Catholic Clergy; Polish Youth Un-

ion; Polonia; Protestants; Roman Catholic Church; 

Roman Catholic Union; Slovaks, Slovakia; Slovak 

National Catholic Church; Socialists; Societies; St. 

Stanislaus Cathedral - Scranton, PA; Supreme Coun-

cil P.N.C.C.; Synods of the P.N.C.C.; The Guard - 

Straż; Theological Seminary; Women; Workers; and 

World War I. The Preface is also in Polish. The table 

of contents is also listed in Polish.  

As you can see, there are many topics to be re-

searched. A person just starting to use this index 

probably would start at the back of the book by 

checking the separate indexes. The first is a 28-page 

listing of Necrologies which has 1,080 obituaries; 

twenty two of which are for priests. The second list-

ing is a 532-page listing of the names of people 

which has 21,654 entries There are 8 pages for the 

132 PNU Branches, which has 2,084 entries .  

The fourth listing is for the geographical reference 

comprise 18 pages for 249 subjects and has 6,199 

entries. and 20 pages comprise the index for the 63)

different subjects.  

The subjects and numbers of articles, in parentheses, 
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in each of these 4,466 subjects included in this index 

are: Advent (1); Aid to Poland (239); Alliance of 

Polish Youth (60); American Feasts (16); Baptist 

Church (5); Bishops of the P.N.C.C. (2); Celibacy 

(8); Children, and Youth (59); Christmas (25); 

Church Societies (2); Clergy - Polish National (106); 

Committee of National Defense (29); Czech National 

Catholic Parishes (4); Czech National Church (7); 

Easter (18); Episcopal Church (5); Eschatology (5); 

Feasts - Polish National Church (7); God’s Field (4); 

Greek Catholic Church (1); Hungarian National 

Catholic Church (1); Independent churches & clergy 

(131); Italian National Catholic Church (20); Jews 

(39); Ladies for the Adoration of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament (9); Lithuanian National Catholic Church 

(5); Liturgy of the P.N.C.C. (4); Lithuania (4); Maria 

Konopnicka Society (20); Mariavites (20); Mary 

Mother of Jesus (1); Matrimony (2); Men’s Society 

of Resurrection (19); Miners (79); Mission to Poland 

(1); Music, Choirs, Songs (26); Novels, short stories 

(183); Old Catholic Church (18); Orthodox Church 

(7); Parishes of the P.N.C.C. (1444); Penance (2); 

Poetry (261); Poland (1348); Polish Art, Literature 

(17); Polish School, Language (94); Polish Falcons 

(20); Polish History (44); Polish National Alliance 

(36); Polish National Catholic Church (186); Polish 

National Catholic Church in Poland (197); Polish Na-

tional Feasts (91); Polish National Union (542); 

Polish Roman Catholic Clergy (437); Polish Youth 

Union (1); Polonia (896); Protestants (7); Roman 

Catholic Church (166); Roman Catholic Union (6); 

Slovacks (4); Slovak National Catholic Church (7); 

Socialists (13); Societies (341); Saint Stanislaus Ca-

thedral (103); Supreme Council P.N.C.C. (11); Syn-

ods PNKK (27); The Guard (96); Theological Semi-

nary (40); Women (375); Workers (125); and World 

War I (122). 

You can get an understanding on what was important 

to the Polish National Catholic Church by checking 

the number of articles for each of these 63 topics.  

I plan to use this book in adding to the list of 

P.N.C.C. Clergy by reviewing the men who are listed 

in the twenty-eight page Necrology section with 22 

articles about priests and in the two hundred and five 

hundred thirty-two page Names section with 414 arti-

cles about priests . This will be followed up by read-

ing the referenced issues of Straż. My other long term 

project is preparing a list of parishes of the P.N.C.C. 

for which I will use the 18-page geographical refer-

ence section. 

I urge you to use this book many times; there are 

many topics and subjects that are not well known in 

the church and would be worthy of further research. 

It provides primary records to prepare papers that 

would shed light on the activities of committees, 

commissions, clergy and members of the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church. Keeping a democratic church 

has never been easy. It needs our constant attention. 

Only by remembering our history will we be able to 

prosper and grow.  

Joseph Seliga, Chair, Commission on History and Archives 
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Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 

This Easter letter is written truly without knowing whether or not we will be able to celebrate Holy Week or 

Easter itself in the manner in which we are most accustomed.  The pandemic that has struck our nation and our 

world has turned our lives “upside down” to use the popular term.  It has caused us to be confined to our 

homes, away from our jobs, our schools and our families and friends.  It has put jobs and businesses in peril, 

collapsed the stock market and has planted seeds of fear and danger in our hearts and minds.   Our city, state 

and national governments are doing their very best to combat this virus called COVID-19.  Medical and re-

search personnel are frantically trying to help people who have been stricken to get well, but as I write these 

words, there have been almost a million reported cases and over forty-six thousand deaths worldwide.  So 

many people are seeking answers to unanswerable questions and finding limited explanations to help them 

feel better about the prospects for an end to this malaise.  We have heard news reports and read stories of med-

ical personnel who have put their own lives in danger, even to the point of death, in their attempts to fulfill 

their ministry of healing to those afflicted.  This crisis has provided an ample amount of pain and sickness, but 

it has also afforded us an opportunity to rise up in the moment and come to the aid of those in need.   

Our Lord, Jesus Christ was no stranger to hunger, pain, suffering and sickness during the thirty-three years 

that He walked this earth.  If you are at all familiar with scripture, you find evidence of this in so many pas-

sages in the bible. During the three short years of His ministry, Jesus fed the hungry, healed the sick, cast out 

demons from those possessed and even raised the dead.  People flocked to Him, because He was at times their 

“last hope.” It wasn’t only those afflicted with physical illnesses that came to Him.  People came, burdened 

with sin in their lives, seeking wholeness and restoration for their souls.  Jesus cured by restoring body, mind 

and spirit. In times of desperate need, in times of distress and disease, people turn to Christ with all their hearts 

and hope.  Thankfully, even for those who have not given Jesus a passing thought in months or years, He is 

there, ready to help. Isn’t it sad however, that after the crisis seems to have passed; after “we” have overcome 

the enemy, we go back to our complacent ways of faith and we “put Jesus back on the shelf”  or  back behind 

that piece of glass having that ominous label that reads:  “Break glass in case of emergency.”   

Perhaps the most important question for any individual to answer is “what does Easter mean to me?”  Every-

one will have their own unique perspective and answer I’m sure.  Ultimately it is the cornerstone of our faith 

and belief in God and in His Son, Jesus Christ.  “On the third day He rose again in fulfillment of the scrip-

tures” we recite in the Creed every Sunday. Does this affect how we live, how we speak, what we do, how we 

die?   Truly it must, if we profess that we are Christians.  

Is your faith the most important thing to you?  Do you get excited about God’s presence in your life?  In a 

book entitled, “Not Safe,”  Pastor Mark Batterson writes these words:   “If your deepest feelings are reserved 

for something other than Almighty God, then that something other is an emotional idol.  I’m not saying you 

shouldn’t get excited about your favorite team, favorite hobby, or favorite food.  But if you get more excited 

about material things than the simple yet profound fact that your sin was nailed to the cross by the sinless Son 

of God, then you’re bowing down to false idols. The distance between your head and your heart is only twelve 

inches, but it’s the difference between information and transformation.” Affirming your belief that Jesus rose 

from the dead and overcame death forever is a basic precept of the Christian faith.  Living out a Resurrected 

life each day that we live and breathe is a consequence of rejoicing in this promise.    

Amidst some very trying times, may we not lose hope in the One Who said:  “In the world you will have tribu-

lation, but fear not, I have overcome the world.”  May we keep one another in constant prayer,  asking Jesus to 

intercede for us to His Heavenly Father for healing and restoration.   I leave with you, an uplifting passage that 

makes us truly aware of how we should approach life and faith.     

An Easter Letter from the Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 

Rt. Rev. John Mack 
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Central Diocese 

Easter Message from the Bishop of the Central Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki 

My dear brothers and sister in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

God always has the last word, and that victorious word for Easter is ‘live!’  That was his word for Jesus, who 

was crucified, died and laid in the tomb.  Indeed, this Easter we celebrate the blessing that God’s word for us is 

the same: Live!  And so we do, for we live in him who is our victorious and risen Lord!  We live in him be-

cause he lives.  He came that we might have life and live it more abundantly (John 10:10) in service to his 

heavenly Father and each other.  And in that fullness of life we live - now, we enjoy the blessed promise that 

we will live eternally with him - then!  Such is the hope that keeps us focused each day.   

While the glorious celebrations of this truth will be muted this year due to the viral scourge visited upon our 

land, our hearts yet will sing out in response to this triumphant Easter message despite the social distances 

from our temples.   

On behalf of myself and the clergy and faithful of the Central Diocese, I wish Polish National Catholics every-

where and all Christians, either isolated or afflicted, a blessed Easter.  May our God of the last word bring 

hope and peace to your hearts as I encourage all of you to “Come, rejoice, our Lord is risen!  Wesoły nam dziś 

dzień nastał!” 

Bishop Bernard 

When this is over, may we never again take for granted:   

A handshake with a stranger  

Full shelves at the grocery store     Conversations with neighbors 

A crowded theater     Friday night out  

The taste of communion      A routine checkup  

The school rush each morning  

Coffee with a friend       The stadium roaring  

Each deep breath     A Boring Tuesday  

Life itself  

Jesus’ abiding presence in the world around us 

 

When this ends, may we find that we have become more like the people we wanted to be  

We were called to be - and may we stay that way  

Better for each other because of the worst.  

 

Christ Is Risen!   He is Risen Indeed!   Zmartwychstał Alleluja!    

Bp John E. Mack   

Bishop Ordinary – Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese  
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Eastern Diocese 

Easter Discipleship During a Pandemic 

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski 

As I write this article, two weeks from the Great Solemnity of Easter, the Resurrection of our Lord, the world 

is in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. We are called to “Rejoice!” and yet it is so difficult with the situa-

tions each of us are facing. We are exposed day and night to the responses and results and shortages occurring. 

People are being hospitalized and people are dying, and we are self-isolating to prevent the virus’ spread. I 

have had a number of interactions with individuals who are feeling the stress and fear such a pandemic causes, 

particularly with the reactions our nations and others have taken.  

I would like to ask everyone in our Church to consider the following thoughts that I have shared with others. 

We are in a different world, but we will come out of this pandemic. This is not the first time the Church was 

tested. Our challenges go all the way back to the beginning of the Church. And since our parishes started form-

ing in the 1890's, let us remember how difficult those first decades were, and how our ancestors rose to the 

challenge and built God’s Polish National Catholic Church. Further, our parishes were existing when the Span-

ish flu tore through the world. We also made it through the World Wars with the rationing and the call ups of 

men and women to serve. The Spanish flu has been used by government and news networks as the baseline for 

comparing the current pandemic to all the pandemics that have been cited to date. Our Church has lived 

through all these struggles and the Church has weathered the storms of illness.  

It’s true that the current pandemic is different because of our response to it. The unease of health worries is 

compounded by experiencing the reactions of world governments that take the form of closing “non-essential” 

businesses and the millions of Americans that file for unemployment; in part causing the stock market to lose 

one third its value in less than two weeks. There are health worries causing civil authorities to call for self-

imposed isolation; the inability to visit loved ones in hospitals or nursing homes and the concern for medical 

personnel and first responders who lack the tools to protect themselves as they try to protect others.  These ex-

amples and many others show that things are very different. 

Even so, Americans and we, the Church are learning to adapt. Think of the new ways of communication that 

are being used by the church on a national, diocesan and parish level. We may not be able to physically gather 

for worship, but we gather nonetheless. In response our bishops are meeting, almost weekly, to address the 

changing perspectives of our times and how this affects the Church. 

I am seeing interesting possibilities and God's hand in the way we are responding to the matters we face as a 

Church during the pandemic. Parishes are stepping out in discipleship and are volunteering in new and creative 

ways: some sew masks for first responders, others re-commit to gathering food and other necessities to those in 

need. When I look at the Facebook pages of many of our parishes, I can see the love of Christ pouring out. 

The Church is doing the work of Christ, all the while having to maintain church property, clergy salaries, the 

communication modes that connect us all. It is our fiduciary responsibility to support our parishes financially. 

Was the same not also true during the beginning decades of the Polish National Catholic Church, when our 

ancestors met similar challenges with much smaller resources that we today possess? The Prime Bishop began 

addressing this in his lead article of the March issue of God's Field. I, too, have published as much in our ca-

thedral parish bulletin, and through emails within our diocese.  

With fund-raising curtailed, we are once again challenged to respond in new and innovative ways. In earlier 

days, homes were mortgaged and the funds donated. I don't think we are anywhere near such a need at present, 

but certainly the faithful could give more. What ideas do you think would help your parish and the general 

church meet its material needs? Your ideas will help the church continue the work of sharing the Gospel 

through acts of love and charity. 

(Continued on bottom of Page 14.) 
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The main thing needed to meet the challenge of our time is faith. Have faith in God. Have faith in the leader-

ship of the Church. Together we will address the various effects of the coronavirus. In our Christian disciple-

ship we will go forward spiritually, charitably and administratively. To use a common expression; “We’ve 

been given lemons, so let’s make lemonade.” Let's remember Bishop Hodur's motto: “Always forward, never 

back.” 

I’d like to end with a portion of an excerpt from a letter by St. Athanasius. It struck me as reflecting our cur-

rent experience, even though it was written in the year 339 A.D. 

“...The time is now at hand when we enter on a new beginning: the proclamation of the blessed Passover, in 

which the Lord was sacrificed. We feed as on the food of life, we constantly refresh our souls with his pre-

cious blood, as from a fountain. Yet we are always thirsting, burning to be satisfied. But he himself is present 

for those who thirst and in his goodness invites them to the feast day. Our Savior repeats his words: If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 

“He quenched the thirst not only of those who came to him then. Whenever anyone seeks him he is freely ad-

mitted to the presence of the Savior. The grace of the feast is not restricted to one occasion. Its rays of glory 

never set. It is always at hand to enlighten the mind of those who desire it. Its power is always there for those 

whose minds have been enlightened and who meditate day and night on the holy Scriptures, like the one who 

is called blessed in the holy psalm: Blessed is the man who has not followed the counsel of the wicked, or 

stood where sinners stand, or sat in the seat of the scornful, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and 

who meditates on his law day and night. 

“Moreover, my friends, the God who first established this feast for us allows us to celebrate it each year. He 

who gave up his Son to death for our salvation, from the same motive gives us this feast, which is commemo-

rated every year. This feast guides us through the trials that meet us in this world. God now gives us the joy of 

salvation that shines out from this feast, as he brings us together to form one assembly, uniting us all in spirit 

in every place, allowing us to pray together and to offer common thanksgiving, as is our duty on the feast. 

Such is the wonder of his love: he gathers to this feast those who are far apart, and brings together in unity of 

faith those who may be physically separated from each other.”  

Together with all the clergy and faithful of the Eastern Diocese I wish to everyone who reads this message an 

Easter of joy! Chrystus zmartwychwstał ! Prawdziwie zmartwychwstał ! The Lord is risen! He is risen in-

(Easter Discipleship During a Pandemic - Continued from Page 13.) 
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Western Diocese 

Easter Message from Bishop-elect Jaroslaw Rafalko 

of the Western Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

He has risen as he said! Alleluia! 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  

Easter Sunday is the Sunday of Sundays. On this Sunday with our special celebration, we identify ourselves as 

members of the one Body of the risen Lord, the Church, by worshipping as one people in the Eucharistic sacri-

fice. 

At Easter Sunday we celebrate the victory. It is the greatest victory the world has ever experienced. It is the 

only meaningful victory the world has ever experienced. At Easter, we celebrate the Victory of Jesus Christ. 

This is the day that we celebrate the victory of good over evil, we celebrate the victory of life over death, we 

celebrate the victory that cannot be taken from us. At Easter Sunday we celebrate the Victory of Jesus 

Christ. Jesus Christ, God made Man, brought life to a spiritually dead world. Jesus brought hope to a world of 

despair. He brought love to a world of hate. He engaged evil in its most horrible guise, the evil that seeks to 

destroy the innocent for its own selfishness. He took the worst that evil could throw at him, evil’s worst weap-

on, death, and he rose from the dead. His victory was not just a moment of history. His victory remains a liv-

ing reality. He died for us so that we could be victorious over death.  

This year our Easter Celebration will be very much different. None of us has ever experienced such a celebra-

tion before. It is very new and unknown to all of us. Celebration without physically attending the Holy Mass 

and receiving only spiritual communion. But the spiritual Communion will unite us with our Lord and Savior 

and will unite us with all the Church members, and the Church authorities.  

Please pray at the Easter time for each other, pray for our Prime Bishop Anthony and all our active and retired 

bishops. Pray also for me as Bishop-Elect. We all need to be united with prayers on this day. Ask the risen 

Savior for strength at this time when our anxiety goes high.  

Pray and listen to Jesus’ words: ‘Peace be with you’ and believe that His Peace will come to us!!! 

Bishop-Elect Jerry Rafalko 

Easter 2020  
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2020 Lenten Retreat of the Northeast Seniorate of the Western Diocese of the P.N.C.C. 

Resurrection Parish, Temperance MI 

The annual Lenten Retreat of the Northeast Seniorate 

of the Western Diocese took place at Resurrection 

Parish, Temperance, MI, on Saturday, March 7, 

2020.  The theme of this year’s Lenten Retreat was 

Discipleship. 

Participating parishes and pastors were from Holy 

Cross Parish, Hamtramck, MI - Pastor, Very Rev. 

Jaroslaw Nowak, Administrative Senior; Resurrec-

tion of our Lord Parish Temperance, MI - Adminis-

trator, Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak; All Saints Parish , 

Sterling Heights, MI - Pastor, Rev. Michael Gitner; 

Our Savior Parish, Dearborn Heights, MI - Pastor, 

Rev. John Cramer; St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH - 

Pastor, Rev. Jason Soltysiak. 
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