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As we now find ourselves reflecting on the Solemni-

ty of the Christian Family which has just past, we 

realize that the definition of what is the Christian 

Family can open to reflection the many ways in 

which Christians should work together to build up 

the Body of Christ and lead ourselves and others to 

salvation.   

If we look at the smallest of units, the nuclear family, 

of parents and children we see here that each of us is 

born into a family unit that is charged to care for, 

raise, educate and support children.  Ultimately the 

parents are to show unconditional love to each child, 

as a gift from Almighty God.  While we know that 

within our society, this is sometimes, even tragically, 

not the case, it does show us that there is a goal to the 

expression of our family life, and this goal is to mod-

el the Holy Family in showing love and obedience, 

dedication and care to one another. 

Each of us is also a part of a wider family that is our 

extended family.  Again while this is sometimes not 

the case, these are the people within our lives who 

can show us extended love, care and support.  I had 

the great fortune to grow up in a loving and commit-

ted extended family that all lived very near.  In this I 

had a great many examples of Christian love and 

dedication and through this extended family I was 

taught the many ways in which family can care and 

help each other. 

Now extending even further, we may have those who 

surround us in our daily lives.  This might be those 

who physically live around us, or it may be those 

with whom we choose to share our daily life and ac-

tivities.  Again these people can be of great support, 

care and help to us as if they were an even larger 

Christian family.  It is in this situation as well that 

we, for the first time, must confront something we 

did not need to consider before.  It is the choice of 

who is a part of this family unit.  I say this because 

each of us needs to be careful concerning those who 

will serve as an example to ourselves and those we 

love.  If we are seeking within our lives to more 

closely follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

then for this ever extending Christian family, we 

must join with others who are also on the road seek-

ing our Lord.  We must surround ourselves with 

those who serve as good examples of the love of 

Christ in the world. 

It is in this sense also that we can consider the largest 

of the extended Christian families, the Church.  

Within our Catechism, we see the definition of the 

Church.  Question #95 asks: “What is the Church?”  

With the answer: “The Church is the Body of Christ 

in which Christ is the head and all baptized people 

are her members.  The Church is a gathering of peo-

ple professing the truths of Christ and using those 

means to salvation which He instituted.”  This defini-
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tion shows us some of the most important aspects of 

the Christian Family which is the Church.  

We begin by acknowledging that all baptized people 

are a part of the Church.  In this we acknowledge that 

the Church must be open to all who seek to follow 

Jesus.  It is not a closed group of only those who have 

been there for many years, or for those who look and 

think exactly as we do.  It is rather open to those who 

seek to follow Jesus, with that being the only measur-

ing stick.  Secondly it is a group that gathers.  This 

too is a vital part of Church family life.  For our own 

families, studies have shown that much is to be 

gained when a family gathers for meals regularly, and 

more personally, some of these family gatherings that 

I shared as a young man still are some of my most 

cherished memories.  This sort of gathering also hap-

pens as a part of the extended Christian family, the 

Church.  We gather for worship on Sundays and Holy 

Days of Obligation, we gather to worship Almighty 

God in the celebration of the Eucharist and the other 

Devotions.  And these times in worship are to be 

some of the most special times in our lives.  This is 

the family of God, the Christian Family, gathering in 

worship of our Heavenly Father, gathering in worship 

of His Son, Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for our 

salvation, gathering in worship of the Holy Spirit, 

Who is present to us and guides us.  We raise our 

hearts and our voices in prayer and in song, as one 

family gathering in Church. 

The definition concludes by stating that the Church is 

the family which uses “those means to salvation 

which He instituted.”  It is usually in this sense that 

we are speaking of the Holy Sacraments, which are 

those signs which were instituted by Christ for our 

sanctification and salvation.  While this is certainly 

true, I would posit that we can also extend this defini-

tion much further as well.  So much of our family 

life, when extended to the Christian family of the 

Church, is a reflection of the way of Jesus Christ in 

the world.  There are the moral teachings that are giv-

en to us by our Lord, especially those we focus on 

during the season of Ordinary Time.  There is the call 

to serve and help others, putting them before our-

selves.  There is the forgiveness that must be extend-

ed to others as we seek to be more and more like Je-

sus; and also ask forgiveness for ourselves.  There is 

the call to give and sacrifice, as Jesus Christ did for 

us.  All of these aspects too are a part of our family 

life within the Christian Catholic Church. 

In the forward to the Constitution of the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church, there is a section which most 

people easily skip over.  It is titled “Tenets and 

Aims” and gives to us some of the thinking of Bishop 

Hodur and the earliest members of the Church.  In 

discussing what the Church does, it states there: “The 

most important objective of the Polish National Cath-

olic Church, as the Catholic Church of Christ, is to 

maintain, enrich and develop the life of God in the 

soul of man.  To help man know God and His holy 

Being so that from this knowledge and understanding 

may flow blessing, light, love, strength and inner sat-

isfaction which no person or thing can give, save God 

– This is the most important goal.” 

Much like a family, the Church is to maintain, enrich 

and develop life, but here it is the life of God within 

each of us.  The Church, like a family, is to impart 

knowledge and understanding, but here it is that 

blessing, light, love and strength may flow into our 

lives and into the world. 

As we reflect on the Solemnity of the Christian Fami-

ly, let us commit ourselves to be an ever stronger part 

of the Christian Family that is the Church.  And in it, 

like any family, let’s truly be responsible for one an-

other and truly love one another. 

(The Christian Family — The Church - Continued from Page 1.) 
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2019 Special Synod of the P.N.C.C. 

Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky 

 

I remind all Polish National Catholics that in a few days’ time we will gather in Scranton, 

Pennsylvania for the Special Synod to elect bishops for the Polish National Catholic Church.  

This again is a function of the Christian family which has come down to us from the first chap-

ter of the Book of Acts.  There we read: “Therefore, it is necessary that one of the men who ac-

companied us the whole time the Lord Jesus came and went among us, beginning from the 

baptism of John until the day on which He was taken up from us, become with us a witness to 

His resurrection.  So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as 

Justus, and Matthias.  Then they prayed, ‘You Lord, Who know the hearts of all, show which 

one of these two You have chosen to take the place in this apostolic ministry from which Judas 

turned away to go to his own place.’  Then they gave lots to them, and the lot fell upon Matthi-

as, and he was counted with the eleven apostles.” (Acts 1:21-26) 

It is exactly this that the Christian Family of the Polish National Catholic Church will do as we 

gather at Holy Synod.  We will gather in prayer, first at Holy Mass where we will encounter 

our Lord and Savior in the Blessed Sacrament, but also in individual and corporate prayer 

throughout the day.  We will hear from those who have been proposed to us to fill the office of 

bishops of the Church and we will seek the help of the Holy Spirit in our voting for that candi-

date that we feel the Lord is choosing to serve as an apostolic witness. 

In this I encourage strong prayer, by all those who will be attending the Synod, and also those 

throughout the Church, that the Holy Spirit will speak strongly to each of us, and that the 

Church will be blessed by the actions of the Synod. 
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90 for 90 Campaign Fall Reflection 

There is Still Time to Donate! 

As summer memories begin to fade to autumn reflections, now is the time to make future memories for 

P.N.C.C. youth campers, and the young at heart.  At this time of year we think about summers past and the an-

ticipation of the upcoming holidays.   We have thoughts of FAMILY, FRIENDS and HOPE in a new year.  

Many will give THANKS, and be thankful for others.  All these thoughts may remind you of wonderful and 

memorable experiences in your life. 

At the Bishop Hodur Retreat and Recreation Center, guests are making memories with family, friends, and pa-

rishioners in the Polish National Catholic Church.  Many times these friends become family.  We are thankful 

for those who have already donated to the campaign.  Many donators shared stories in cards about their experi-

ences with family and friends at Spójnia Farm.  Many OFFERED kind words of ENCOURAGEMENT for the 

90 for 90 Campaign.  The gift of Spójnia Farm and the property WE as a Church own was a major source of 

pride, accomplishment, and triumph for the early generations of the Polish National Catholic Church.  Please 

help preserve their vision and hard work.  It was noted in previously written articles of the progress made at 

Spójnia Farm in 2019.  It truly has been amazing.  The property and facilities are moving in a positive direc-

tion.  Please be part of the movement.   

In this season of reflection, thanks and giving back, we ask you to help the United Y.M.S. of R. achieve their 

goal to raise $90,000.00 for the 90th Anniversary of Spójnia Farm.  We are currently at $56,000 towards our 

goal - almost 2/3 of our goal.  We have 3 months left to achieve our goal.  If you have not donated yet, every 

little bit helps.  The campaign started with the idea, “if every camper who spent a week at Spójnia Farm gave 

just $90, we can achieve this goal.”  The opportunity is still there to give a gift of generosity and pay it forward 

for those wonderful memories and friendships made. 

Donations can be made to: 

90 for 90 Campaign 

207 Grassy Island Ave. 

Jessup PA 18434  

Dates for 2020 are already filling fast because people are seeing the progress and want to revisit, relax and cre-

ate new memories at Spójnia Farm.  If you are interested in renting the Retreat Center next year, call: 

 Bishop Hodur Retreat Center 

 570-840-9108 

As a Church, WE CAN DO THIS!!   Help us reach our goal! 

Thank you! 

90 for 90 Campaign Donors September 2019 

Gold Circle donors $1,000 or more 

St. Stanislaus Cathedral- $5, 000.00 

 

Silver Circle donors $500 or more 

Bishop Bernard and Barbara Nowicki 

 

Bronze Circle Donors- $90 or more 

John Wall Jr. 

Debbie Wall 
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The Cost of Discipleship 

It is not going to be easy, but it is going to be worth 

it!  Jesus said to them all: “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross daily and follow me.”  Luke 9:23 

So as we begin October we are in our tenth month of 

a renewed focus and dedication to become better and 

more faithful disciples of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ and I ask you a question Bishop Mack posed 

in a recent article: “What have you accomplished?”  

Are you picking up the cross daily and following Je-

sus?  Are you denying yourself?  Our Lord didn’t say 

sit back and relax and say all is going to be easy be-

cause you are my disciples.  But rather we are to go 

out and live and spread the Gospel of Salvation.  And 

we do this even more so with our actions and our 

choices than our words.  Being a disciple of our Lord 

is taking the road less traveled, the narrow way, the 

way that puts God and others before self, the way 

that chooses to do for others before worrying about 

oneself.  Jesus needs to be the standard – the example 

we follow in our life!  After Jesus had washed their 

feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the ta-

ble, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done 

to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 

right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an exam-

ple, that you also should do as I have done to 

you.  John 13:12-15  

Being a disciple of our Lord can cost you much – 

friends, even family, comfort and worldly pleasures, 

but if we live our lives in loving service as our Lord’s 

disciples then we will find true purpose, meaning and 

happiness in our life.  Even as we celebrate the So-

lemnity of the Christian Family this month, we are 

reminded by Jesus who our brothers and sisters 

are.  ‘While Jesus was still speaking to the crowds, 

his mother and his brothers were standing outside, 

wanting to speak to him.  Someone told him, “Look, 

your mother and your brothers are standing outside, 

wanting to speak to you.”  But to the one who had 

told him this, Jesus replied, “Who is my mother, and 

who are my brothers?”  And pointing to his disciples, 

he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!  For 

whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 

brother and sister and mother.” Matthew 12:46-50  

Our society and world tell us in so many ways to take 

care of yourself first and don’t worry about taking 

responsibility for others – a message diametrically 

opposed to the Gospel and teaching of Jesus.   Jesus 

is the Way, the Truth and the Life and no one comes 

to the Father but through Him (John 14:6).  So, what 

sacrifices have we made to grow closer to Jesus?  To 

become a more genuine Disciple?  As disciples we 

are all to preach the Gospel and only use words when 

necessary.  Are we doing this?  

Also, during the month of October, the Church hon-

ors our Blessed Mother and celebrates the Solemnity 

of our Holy Mother of the Rosary. Below is a reflec-

tion: To Imitate and Obtain: The Rosary within Fami-

ly Discipleship.  Thanks to Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill for 

this meaningful reflection.  Let us make sure that, as 

our Lord’s disciples, we pray without ceasing .(1 

Thessalonians 5:17). 

To Imitate and Obtain: 

The Rosary within Family Discipleship 

by Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill 

In the preface for Holy Mass on the Solemnity of the 

Christian Family, the priest gives thanks and praise to 

God the eternal Father because He sent his Son “into 

the world to teach us the sanctity of human love and 

show us the value of family life.” In these few words, 

the Church acknowledges the wondrous and pro-

foundly beautiful truth that God the Son entered the 

world as its Redeemer precisely by willingly becom-

ing a member of a family. Think about that: God 

thought so much of the human family that He became 

an immediate member of one, and in doing so, conse-

crated family life, elevated it to a supernatural dignity 

and established it as the first school of discipleship. 
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We all know that the Lord Jesus, his most Blessed 

Mother and St. Joseph together form the Holy Family 

and as the child in the family, Jesus was all in, so to 

speak! Scripture tells us He was “obedient to 

them” (Luke 2:51) and we know that it was within 

the everyday happenings of family life that Jesus 

“advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God 

and man” (2:52). Within the Holy Family, God 

sought and received the greatest measure of human 

cooperation so that his full plan for our sanctification 

and eventual glorification, “hidden from ages and 

from generations past,” might finally be revealed and 

begin to move toward its consummation. (Colossians 

1:26) 

In the story of the Holy Family, we find the gradual 

emergence of a new pathway of virtue and holiness 

blazed by the Lord and travelled faithfully from the 

start by his Mother and righteous foster father as 

well. From within their family life, however, this 

road began to stretch outward, and while his Blessed 

Mother continued to travel it without fail even as St. 

Joseph’s journey in this world came to an end, others 

also accepted Jesus’ invitation to follow Him, begin-

ning to accompany Him throughout his public minis-

try, journeying with Him toward his Passion, Death 

and Resurrection and then, after his glorious Ascen-

sion, racing headlong into the world to carry out the 

Great Commission of the Church through the power 

of the Holy Spirit. This is the very same pathway of 

virtue and holiness that every Christian is called to 

walk, this is to be the daily story of our discipleship: 

to follow Jesus faithfully as others have before us. 

We find the road map to do this in the Mysteries of 

the Holy Rosary. 

Every Mystery of the Rosary contains a piece of the 

Lord’s labors on our behalf, and when we reflect up-

on them, we come to understand more fully the 

depths of Jesus’ perfect obedience to the Father and 

his limitless love for us. We also see that it is indeed 

possible to answer his call to follow, as we 

acknowledge our forebears in the faith working dili-

gently to become more like Him each step of the 

way. Let us consider, for instance, the humble trust of 

the Blessed Mother—the first and greatest disciple—

at the Annunciation or the piety of St. Joseph when 

the Lord was Presented in the Temple. Again, ponder 

the compassion that an interceding Mother showed at 

the Wedding Feast at Cana or the holy fear shown by 

the Apostles at the Lord’s Transfiguration. Behold 

the obedient surrender of the Lord Himself when in 

Gethsemane or the brave faithfulness of the Blessed 

Mother, the Beloved Disciple and the faithful Women 

Disciples present at the foot of his Cross. Meditate 

upon the generous compassion of St. Joseph of Ari-

mathea and St. Nicodemus removing our Lord’s body 

from the Cross and providing the tomb and burial 

spices, and then see the loving reverence demonstrat-

ed by St. Mary Magdalene and the other myrrh-

bearing women as they approached the tomb on East-

er Sunday. Finally, rejoice with the Mother of God as 

she receives the faithful disciple’s reward of partici-

pating in her Son’s Resurrection and humbly receiv-

ing the unfading crown of heavenly glory—indeed, 

reaching the final destination at the end of the path-

way of virtue and holiness. 

The Mysteries of the Holy Rosary recount the work 

that the Lord Jesus, God the Son who emptied Him-

self of eternal glory and assumed our nature, under-

took to reconcile us to the Father and to bestow the 

Holy Spirit and also how others responded by cooper-

ating in that wondrous undertaking. When we prayer-

fully contemplate them while reciting the prayers rep-

resented by the beads, we come to more clearly see 

the road of discipleship as it was travelled by the 

Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and all the other disciples 

before us. We hear the call to embrace the challenge 

of discipleship, to take up own crosses and become 

faithful coworkers with Him to proclaim the Gospel 

and build the Kingdom. In this sense, the Holy Ro-

sary is not just a form of prayer; it becomes our way 

of life. 

Just as the Father’s plan for our salvation took shape 

and the universal pathway of discipleship was illu-

mined within the Holy Family, so God’s plan for each 

of us and our earliest formation as disciples takes 

place within our individual families. Therefore, dur-

ing this month when we pay special attention to the 

great value of the Rosary, all of the families within 

the Church should make (or reaffirm) their commit-

ment to praying the Holy Rosary together every day. 

There is no more powerful a way—save attending 

and participating in the Holy Mass together every 

Sunday and on other holy days—to grow as disciples 

of Jesus together…to clearly see and gain the grace to 

walk the pathway of virtue and holiness as exempli-

fied by the Lord and the others who have gone before 

us…to live the very Mysteries contained therein that 

“we may imitate what they contain and obtain what 

they promise”…and thus to more fully become a truly 

Christian Family.  
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Centennial of Bishop Hodur’s Ordination 1893 – 1993 

This 25-page booklet was written in 1994 by Bishop 

Anthony M. Rysz and Laurence J. Orzell, edited by 

Fr. Sr. Casimir J. Grotnik and published by the Polish 

National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.) Central Diocese 

Mission Fund and Clergy Conference. 

The booklet starts with a photograph of Reverend 

Francis Hodur, standing next to a small table, with 

his right hand in his coat and his left on an open book 

which is on top of three unopened books. It has two 

sections, Bishop Hodur’s Ordination and Lay Minis-

try: Some Reflections. 

There was a commemorative service for the Centen-

nial of Bishop Hodur’s Ordination which coincided 

with a meeting of the International Bishops Confer-

ence of the Union of Utrecht (IBC). The service was 

celebrated by Rt. Rev. Antony M. Rysz, and attended 

by Most Rev. John F. Swantek, Prime Bishop of the 

P.N.C.C.; Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Gnat, Bishop Ordinary 

of the P.N.C.C. Eastern Diocese; Rt. Rev. Thaddeus 

Peplowski, Bishop Ordinary of the P.N.C.C. Buffalo-

Pittsburgh Diocese; Archbishop Antonius Jan Glaz-

macker, Austria; Bishop Nicola Hummel, Austria; 

Bishop Siegbert Kraft, Germany; Most Rev. Tadeusz 

Majewski, Prime Bishop of the Polish Catholic 

Church (PCC), Warszawa, Poland; Bishop Wiktor 

Wysoczański, PCC, Warszawa, Poland; Bishop Jerzy 

Szotmiller, PCC, Częstochowa, Poland; Bishop 

Wiesław Skołucki, Presiding Bishop, Church of 

Mariavites in Wrocsław, Poland; Bishop Tymoteusz 

Kowalski, Church of Mariavites in Poland; Bishop 

Stanisław Nowak, Church of Mariavites in Poland; 

Bishop-Elect Duszan Heibal, Czech Republic. Fol-

lowing the service, there was a symposium held at 

the Cathedral’s Youth Center at which Bishop An-

thony M.  Rysz gave a brief history of the life of 

Most Rev. Francis Hodur. Most Rev. Francis Hodur 

was born in Żarki, Poland on April 1, 1866; studied 

at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków, Poland; 

continued his studies at St. Vincent Seminary in 

Latrobe, PA; was ordained in St Peter Cathedral, 

Scranton, PA on August 19, 1893 by Bishop William 

O’Hara; assumed the pastorship of St. Stanislaus 

Bishop & Martyr in March, 1897. Hereafter the life 

of Most Rev. Francis Hodur is intertwined with that 

of the P.N.C.C. 

The first Synod of the P.N.C.C. was held in Septem-

ber 1904, at which Rev. Hodur was accepted as the 

leader of the P.N.C.C.  He was consecrated at 

Utrecht, Holland on September 29, 1907. After the 

consecration of four additional Bishops, Bishop 

Hodur assumed the title of Pierwszy Biskup.  

At the Symposium, Bp. Rysz’s talk was Commemo-

rating the Centennial of Bishop Hodur’s Ordination. 

It started with the ordination of Rev. Hodur by Bish-

op O’Hara on August 19, 1893. Just under four years 

later, on March 14, 1897, Rev. Hodur decided to 

leave the Roman Catholic Church and “serve a group 

of immigrants who disagreed with their pastor, re-

fused him entrance into the church and who were 

brutalized by the police in attempting to assert what 

they considered to be their inherent right to the mate-

rial management of their parish.”  This group left Sa-

cred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish to organize a 

new church, which became St. Stanislaus Bishop & 

Martyr. Bp. Rysz posed a series of questions: What 

prompted him to come to Scranton and violate his 

oath of obedience? What was Hodur’s vision for the 

Church in assuming the leadership of a group of dis-

gruntled Roman Catholics in Scranton? What was his 

vision of the church which Christ had established for 

the sanctification and salvation of the human race? 

Before he addressed his questions, he said that the 

church does not yet have a biography of Bishop 

Hodur; the establishment of the Bishop Hodur Biog-

raphy Commission was an attempt to rectify that. An 

author was hired; but she gave up after a few years. 

Another prospective author was found; however, at 

the time of this celebration, no written text has been 

submitted. Bp. Rysz then gave a short biographical 

sketch of Bp. Hodur. He also cited the history of 

Polish people in their quest for control of their lives 

and maintaining their heritage.  

Bp. Rysz then quoted from the book Apocalypse or 

the Revelation of the Twentieth Century written by 

Bp. Hodur to his thoughts about the questions posed 

in the beginning of his talk. 

The first of these is from “When Does a Church Be-

come the Kingdom of God.” The Kingdom of God is 

a Church, that is the kind of human association on 

earth where the most important task is to seek the 

road to God - Light and Truth, to God - Holiness, to 

God - Saviour of the World.  

Any other aspiration will be dedicated either by the 

interests of the priests or their protectors, or by the 

passing interest of the ignorant masses if people, who 
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deceived by the false teaching of the clergy, will not 

want to go and fight under the banner of Light, Truth 

and Justice.  

The second is from Is There Any Certainty? Is there 

now or will there ever be any certainty? Of course! 

The time for recognition has come, the era of the 

Kingdom of God is already in many souls and it will 

begin to reveal itself in word and acts of astonishing 

heaven and earth.  Even the most naive can easily 

understand that the Church whose priests serve truth, 

holiness and justice, is verily that long awaited asso-

ciation, in that eternal structure under whose roof he 

will find truth, peace and security. And he will enter 

the gates of life. 

The third is from Truth, Falsehood, Gold and Glitter. 

A well-organized, hierarchical and disciplined clergy 

can convince the ignorant and credulous masses that 

it, an international clergy organized like an army, is 

the one, direct representative of God on earth. They 

can also convince the highly educated, though pas-

sive, the morally perverse, or even diplomats and as-

tute governors of kingdoms and republics that they 

are the indispensable agent in creating human culture 

and maintaining law and order on earth. It does not 

bother them to be an archpriestly relic in the history 

of the world. The poor and modest churches, true to 

their mission, the noble minds of truly wise men and 

prophets of the nation, as well as the quiet, often se-

cret associations of good self-sacrificing people with 

deep social concerns, shall never cease to work for 

the happiness, advancement and emancipation of 

mankind. 

The fourth is from A Deep Underground Current. 

When force, violence, hypocrisy, fanaticism, exploi-

tation and ignorance prevail on the surface of the 

earth, then despite this the backstreets of capitals 

flow with a deep current of freedom of light, of dedi-

cation to a common task: The salvation of man. The 

poor apostles of the Kingdom of God never die out, 

the proclaimers of the gospel of peace, love, brother-

hood and justice will not be silenced forever, but on 

the contrary they will grow in strength, in faith, and 

in confidence of final victory for their cause. Sooner 

or later the sun of true freedom and righteousness 

will come out from behind the clouds of ignorance 

and violence and will flood the globe with its warmth 

and light.  

The fifth is from They Will Never Cease to Benefit 

from the Treasures Given Humanity, and Earned 

from Humanity, by the Son of Man. Man’s Temporal 

life is the action of two powerful impulses: the ani-

mal and Divine. The animal impulse draws its 

strength and power from the material particles of the 

organism, while the divine impulse, from the first 

cause of spiritual life, from God. 

The value and beauty of human life depend on which 

element, which impulse assumes the ascendancy, on 

which course man directs his steps, on which goal his 

will is set.  

The Son of man came to this earth and established 

the Church in order to help man in this struggle for a 

higher, more perfect life, in search of truth, to gain 

the final victory - the attainment of everlasting salva-

tion. The following are to serve this goal: 1. His 

teaching on the Divine element in man. 2. That man 

may not cease in this work, the Church shall help him 

by those ways and means which Christ established 

and placed in the Ark of the New Covenant, as a trust 

of everlasting life. These means are: the Gospel, 

prayer and constant, conscious communion of man 

with God through the mysterious symbols called sac-

raments or holy acts which perfect and sanctify man. 

and 3. The Life and death of the Son of Man. 

The second segment, Lay Ministry: Some Reflec-

tions, was given by Laurence J. Orzell. He said that 

in its Christian sense, ministry means service moti-

vated by love. Thus all baptized Christians are minis-

ters - for they are all called upon to serve each other 

in and through the church.  He quotes scriptural pas-

sages in St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s letters, that de-

scribe the understanding of ministry. His presentation 

had three parts: 1. some reflections upon the histori-

cal role of the laity in the P.N.C.C.; 2. A few 

thoughts on how we can understand lay ministry in 

terms of contemporary religious thought; and 3. How 

all of us are currently called upon to fulfill our own 

individual vocations as lay ministers in the Church 

today, as well as some reflections on the future devel-

opment of lay ministry in the P.N.C.C. 

He said that the initiative in organizing the P.N.C.C. 

was by the laity. Bishop Hodur encouraged the laity 

to take an active and responsible role in church af-

fairs. Mr. Orzell then asks and tells about the role of 

a prophet, a priest and a king. Then he says, in a 

broader sense, all baptized Christians, laity as well as 

clergy, fulfill all three functions. When we tell others 

about our faith and, even more significantly, live and 

(Continued on Page 10.) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


10 God’s Field — October 2019 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

act as Christians, we teach others about the Gospel. 

When we pray and receive the sacraments we are, in 

a certain sense, priests, because we offer both pray-

ers and ourselves in sacrifice. And when we assist in 

ecclesiastical administration, whether at the parish, 

diocesan or national level, we participate in the gov-

ernment of the Church. He then points out the many 

ministries such as: parish maintenance, serving as 

ushers, cooking for fundraisers, and cleaning the 

church, be organists or choir members, SOCL teach-

ers, parish committee members, serve on the Su-

preme Council, or on diocesan or national church 

committees and commissions. All of these activities 

are necessary for the Church to carry out its mission 

on Earth. 

The article continues with some commentary on two 

of the current problems, that of the shortage of clergy 

and the diaspora of many parish members. He says 

that perhaps the role of the laity could be expanded 

to alleviate the first problem. The second problem, 

that of a dispersal of parish members from their par-

ishes who maintain parish membership but do not 

attend Masses or participate in parish life. He said 

that perhaps parishes could maintain contact with 

these folks and that small groups of them could meet 

to share experiences of being members of the 

P.N.C.C.  

In conclusion, I would say that while much has 

changed within our Church since Bishop Hodur’s 

time, at least one thing has remained the same. Just 

as the laity played a critical role in establishing the 

P.N.C.C., so too do they bear responsibility for its 

future. Indeed, in the final analysis our success or 

failure as an institution will not depend upon the or-

dained ministry but on the lay ministry - that is, the 

extent to which lay people assists the clergy and play 

a reasonable role in furthering the mission of our 

Church. The Church is all of us assembled as the 

People of God. 
Joseph Francis Seliga, 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives  

(Centennial of Bishop Hodur’s Ordination - Continued from Page 9.) 

God’s Field Appeal for Christmas Greetings 

It is not too early to start thinking about publishing your Christmas greetings in the December issue of God’s Field. 

In past years your responses to our appeals have been very enthusiastic and we sincerely hope your generosity and sup-

port will continue this year. 

The cost for publishing Christmas greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00.  Due to space con-

straints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text. 

An online form can be found on the pncc.org website on the God’s Field page (pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/
online_greeting_form_2019.pdf).  

ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 30, 2019 IN 

ORDER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CHRISTMAS ISSUE. 

Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order payable to God’s Field, to: 

God’s Field - Christmas Greetings 

National Church Center 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Thank you for your continued support. 

http://pncc.org/
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http://www.pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/online_greeting_form_2019.pdf
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31st General Convention of the Polish National Union 

Elects New Officers 

During the 29 September - 6 October, 2019 31st 

General Convention of the Polish National Union 

aboard Royal Caribbean International’s Allure of the 

Seas, Mr. Martin H. Wachna, Jr., was elected CEO, 

and Mr. John C. Andrzejewski, III, was elected CFO 

of the fraternal organization.  Also elected were the 

Board of Directors and the Internal Audit Committee 

for the next four years.  A total of 71 delegates from 

among the 9 Districts attended the convention.  

Here is an excerpt of Mr. Wachna’s first “From the 

Desk of the CEO” article to be published in the next 

issue of Straż (available online at pnu.org). 

“It is an honor and privilege to be entrusted with 

leading the PNU forward over the next four years. I 

am humbled by the words of support that I have been 

receiving since the election concluded. The well 

wishes that have been received from the Members, 

the current Prime Bishop, as well as the retired Prime 

Bishops, and other leaders, give me the added energy 

to make everyone proud of this fine organization." 

The Polish National Catholic Church wishes a heart-

felt Congratulations! to all those elected to serve the 

PNU for the next four years!  Be sure to read all 

about the convention online. 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky swears in Newly-elected PNU Officers at the Convention: 

Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Board Member; Marian Sleczkowski, Internal Audit Committee; Michael R. Mietlicki, Board Member; 

Rev. John P. Kowalczyk, Jr., Internal Audit Committee; Kathryn Nemkovich, Board Member; John C. Andrzejewski, III, CFO; 

Martin H. Wachna, Jr., CEO; Very Rev Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr., Board Member; Mari Jane Stankowski, Board Member; 

Mary Stankowski, Board Member 

(Absent from photo: Gregory Senkevitch, Board Member; Henrietta Kleckner, Internal Audit Committee) 

Martin H. Wachna, Jr. - PNU CEO 

http://pncc.org/
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2020 P.N.C.C. Home Liturgical Calendar 

SEND PAYMENT AND ORDERS TO: 

P.N.C.C. CENTER 

Attn: Julie Orzell 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505-4109 
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2020 Liturgical Reference Calendar of the P.N.C.C. (Ordo) 
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Rev. Felix Pyzowski - 60
th

 Anniversary of Priesthood 

September 17, 1959 – September 17, 2019 

Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 

Father Felix was ordained by the late Prime Bishop 

Leon Grochowski at St. Stanislaus Cathedral in 

Scranton, PA.  He served as an assistant to the Prime 

Bishop for five years.  During this time the parish 

enabled him to develop his pastoral responsibilities, 

and in 1964 he was appointed pastor to Holy Cross 

Parish in Syracuse, NY.  In July of 1969 he accepted 

Bishop Zielinski’s appointment to Holy Trinity Par-

ish in Washington, PA.  At this time he also served 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Monessen and St. 

Joseph Mission Parish in Fairhope, PA. 

Father Felix’s ministry has exemplified the virtues of 

the holy priesthood.  He serves willingly to proclaim 

the “good news” of the church in worship, word and 

deed.  He was instrumental in the relocation of Holy 

Trinity Parish in 1989 as well as a new parish hall 

and rectory.  A new house of worship was also built 

uniting his mission parishes. 

Father Felix is the son of the late Joseph and Kathe-

rine Pyzowski, and brother to the late John, Carl, 

Louis, Valerie and Elizabeth.  He and his family 

were members of St. John the Baptist Parish in 

Frackville, PA.  Following his graduation from the 

local high school, he went on to play minor league 

baseball for the Philadelphia Phillies in Lancaster, 

PA.  Not long after he was drafted into the U.S. Ar-

my during the Korean War.  Following basic training, 

he was stationed at the Fitzsimmons VA hospital in 

Denver, Colorado.  He was honorable discharged at 

the close of the war and returned home. 

His return awakened a call to the priesthood and he 

enrolled at the Savonarola Seminary of the PNCC in 

Scranton and was ordained on September 17, 1959. 

Father Felix continues to serve as pastor to St. Jo-

seph’s Mission Parish.  He and his wife, Mary Ann, 

reside in Washington.  They are parents to Thomas 

(Bobbie) and Paul (Whitney) and grandparents to 

Katie and Nicholas. 

“Well done good and faithful servant.” Matthew 

25:21 

Submitted by Miriam Swoger 
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Central Diocese 

Scranton Seniorate Council Meeting 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA 

The Annual Scranton Seniorate Council Meeting was 

held at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA, 

on Saturday, September 14, 2019. Very Rev. 

Zbigniew Dawid, Administrative Senior and pastor 

of Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA, 

opened the meeting with a prayer and presided over 

the meeting. Mari Jane Stankowski was appointed as 

a recording secretary. 

In attendance were: Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Bish-

op of the Central Diocese and pastor of St. Stanislaus 

Cathedral Parish, Scranton, Pa; Very Rev. William 

Chromey, pastor of St. Adalbert's Parish, Dickson 

City, PA; Rev. Walter Placek, pastor of Providence 

of God Parish, Scranton, PA; Rev. Carmen Bolock, 

pastor of St. Mary's Parish, Duryea, PA; and lay rep-

resentatives from the respective parishes. 

Our agenda focused on last year's events as well as 

planning services for this coming year, including the 

Advent Penitential Service, Lenten Retreat, Corpus 

Christi and others. We also talked about conventions, 

convocations, retreats and other happenings which 

took place in our Seniorate, such as the National 

United Women’s Society of the Adoration of the 

Most Blessed Sacrament Convention, the Youth 

Summer Camp “Kurs,” the Y.M.S. of R. Men's Re-

treat, and the Y.M.S. of R. Golf Tournament. The 

Year of Discipleship was emphasized in our discus-

sions as well as the P.N.C.C. Future Direction Action 

Plan for P.N.C.C. parishes. We concluded with 

lunch, prepared by Carol Bondurich. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

Seated from left to right: Fr. Walter Placek, Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Bp. Bernard Nowicki, Very Rev. William Chromey, Rev. 

Carmen Bolock; Standing from left to right: Al Micka, Paul Kaspriskie, Mari Jane Stankowski, Marcia Walichewicz, Linda Seliga, 

Carol Nasser, Lois McHugh, Kathy Cortazar, Michael Marks and Andrew Humphreys 
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It’s a spooky time of year! 

Does your singing sound more like cackling? 

Get a P.N.C.C. hymnal and your singing will be enchanting again! 

Hard Cover $25.00/each + $5.00/each Shipping; Spiral Bound: $30.00/each + $5.00/each  Shipping 

Send check or money order in USD, 

payable to National United Choirs, to: 

P. Kazinetz 

736 Beechwood Drive 

Olyphant, PA 18447 

Ministry of Readers 

St. Mary’s Parish, Duryea, PA 

At the beginning of the Sunday, September 15th 

Holy Mass at St. Mary’s Parish in Duryea, PA, two 

new lay lectors licensed for service to St. Mary’s and 

the Central Diocese were commissioned.  Anthony L 

Pellegrini and Christine M. Pellegrini are the new 

lectors commissioned by Rev. Carmen G. Bolock, 

Pastor of St. Mary’s Parish. 

Submitted by Rev. Carmen G. Bolock 
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Scout Service Project Helps St. Mary’s Parish 

Duryea, PA 

On Saturday, October 12th, the scouts of Troop 316 and Troop 3701 of Avoca, PA, provided a day of service 

to St. Mary’s Parish in Duryea, PA.  The outside railings on the church were in need of painting, and the scouts 

pitched in and did the job.  No only did it help St. Mary’s Parish, but some of the scouts earned service hours 

for rank advancement. 

Rev. Carmen Bolock, pastor of St. Mary’s Parish, provided lunch for the scouts and leaders. Mr. Matt Fino is 

the Scout Master for Troop 316 and Fr. Carmen is the Assistant Scout Master.  Heather Bird is the Assistant 

Scout Master of Troop 3701. 

Submitted by Rev. Carmen Bolock 

Senior Patrol Leader Jason Philips and Kayleen Bird 

work on the railings to the Sacristy. 

Senior Patrol Leader Crystal Bird, Troop 3701, Assistant Scout 

Master Heather Bird and Cub Pack Leader Dawn Philips work 

on the front steps of the church. 

Cub Scout Jeremy Philips does touch-up on the railing. The group of scouts and leaders rest after a job well done.. 
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Western Diocese 

 śp. Very Rev. John Z. Kraus 

Father Senior John Kraus entered into his heavenly reward on September 18, 2019 at the age of 72. He is sur-

vived by his wife, Christine (nee Wisniewski) and 6 daughters, Lelanya (Paul), Courtney, Anastasia, Teadora, 

Kara, and Kelsey and his brother, Mark. Fr. Sr. Kraus was the grandfather of Tyler and Austin and the great-

grandfather of Sophia. 

Fr. Sr. John received his preliminary Christian education at Good Shepherd Parish in Cleveland, Ohio.  He 

graduated from Atheneum College in Cleveland where he received his Bachelors Degree.  In 1969 he entered 

Savonarola Theological Seminary to study for the priesthood.  He was ordained to the Priesthood of Christ on 

January 26, 1972 at St. Stanislaus Cathedral in Scranton, Pennsylvania by Prime Bishop Thaddeus Zielinski.  

He was then assigned to the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese.  He served as assistant at Holy Mother of the Rosary 

Cathedral from 1971 to 1972 and then as pastor at St. Michael the Archangel Parish in Niagara Falls, NY 

(1972-1974), Holy Cross Parish in Johnstown, PA (1974-1980), Sacred Heart Parish in Youngstown, OH 

(1980-1987) Holy Cross Parish in Johnstown, PA (1987-1991) and Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral as 

Dean (1991-1998).  Fr. Sr. Kraus then transferred to the Western Diocese where he served as pastor of St. 

Mary’s Parish in West Allis, WI from 1998 until his death.  Fr. Sr. John was elevated to the rank of Senior 

Priest on November 6, 1997 by Bishop Thaddeus Peplowski.  Fr. Sr. John was a priest in the Polish National 

Catholic Church for 47 years and served as an Administrative Senior within both the Buffalo-Pittsburgh and 

Western Dioceses. 

Along with his pastoral duties, Fr. Sr. Kraus also served the Church for many years as a member of the Polish 

National Catholic – Roman Catholic Dialogue and as the chairman of the National Liturgical Commission. 

He will be missed by his family, his brothers in Christ, his friends and the countless people whose lives he 

touched.  

Visitation was held at St. Mary’s Parish of the Polish National Catholic Church in West Allis, WI on Friday, 

September 20, 2019 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Requiem Vespers were celebrated at 7:00 p.m. with Fr. Sr. 

Jerry Rafalko preaching a homily. The Mass of Christian Burial was held on Saturday, September 21, 2019 at 

11:00 a.m. celebrated by Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr. in the presence of the Most Rev. Anthony 

Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the Polish National Catholic Church, the Most Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Prime 

Bishop Emeritus and the clergy of the Western Diocese.  Rev. John Kowalczyk preached the funeral homily. 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.  And let perpetual light shine upon him.  May his soul rest in peace.  

Amen. 
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In honor of Fr. Sr. John Kraus and his 47 years of dedicated service within the Priesthood of Christ in the 

Polish National Catholic Church, we present a letter to Prime Bishop Leon Grochowski that was published in 

the May 17, 1969 edition of God’s Field just before he entered the Seminary. 

 

W Służbie Bogu i Bliżnim 

(In the Service of God and Neighbor) 

 

To: Most Rev. Dr. L. Grochowski,  

Prime Bishop of the P.N.C. Church 

529 East Locust Street, Scranton, PA 

 

Your Excellency, 

After long years of serving my father (Rev. Tadeusz Kraus) by the altar, during Sundays Masses and 

other Church functions (Sunday School), I decided to follow my father’s footsteps. 

My father had many times repeated, especially when he had a hard life and some church problems, he 

pointed out that even this, if he was born again, he would be a priest because no money or any other quali-

fication or position would give him such a splendid inner (spiritual) satisfaction and happiness.  In [the] 

Priesthood indeed he found his happiness and without the Church for him there is no life.  His only wish 

was and is to see his son become a priest.  For years he prayed and now after last Sunday during the Resur-

rection services I took my final decision before the altar to ask your Excellency to permit me to join the 

P.N.C.C. Seminary. 

My father often repeated that everything that we possess we owe to the P.N.C. Church, that I’ve grown 

under the blessings of the Polish National Catholic Church and to this Church I should willingly dedicate 

my life.  

For the past four years after graduation, my subconscious mind in many ways proved to my mind that I 

should live for the Church in which my father put all his trust, belief and love. 

Hoping that your kindness permits me to fulfill God’s call to His vineyard, 

I remain yours in Christ, 

John Zbigniew Kraus 

 

The following September, John Kraus entered Savonarola Seminary of the P.N.C.C. and was ordained in 1972 
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St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH, participates in Y.M.S. or R.’s Annual Golf Tournament 

On Friday morning, August 16, the Parma delegation 

left for Waymart, PA, to stay at the beloved Bishop 

Hodur Retreat and Recreation Center in advance of 

the Annual Y.M.S. of R. Golf Tournament that was 

held at the Panorama Golf Course in Forest City, PA.  

After an uneventful 6-hour drive, the group arrived to 

sunny skies, a glistening pool, and drinks & snacks.  

After a couple of hours of relaxation, dinner was 

served to roughly 40 people on site.  Dinner was piz-

za, boneless wings, salad and nachos.  Short presen-

tations took place afterward, all with the Prime Bish-

op of the P.N.C.C., the Most Rev. Anthony 

Mikovsky, in attendance.  

After an early, early morning wake-up, golfers ar-

rived at the golf course.  The first hole the Parma 

group headed to was #13, where George Bennett’s 

1st wing resulted some hours later in the closest to 

the pin prize, as his shot came to rest 30 inches from 

the hole.  

An up-and-down day led to a pretty good score, as 

Team St. Mary’s finished seven under par, three be-

hind  the winning score of ten under par. 

After golf, a buffet dinner was served and prizes 

were presented. The St. Mary’s group returned home  

(trophyless) after a long drive, but they had many 

memories of a wonderful, whirlwind weekend. 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark

