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“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and be-

loved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gen-

tleness and patience, bearing with one another and 

forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against 

another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you 

also do.  And over all these put on love, that is, the 

bond of perfection.  And let the peace of Christ con-

trol your hearts, the peace into which you were also 

called in one body.  And be thankful.  Let the word 

of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you 

teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 

hearts to God.  And whatever you do, in word or in 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through 

Him.” (Colossians 3:12-17) 

When we were young children most of us were 

taught by our parents and other adult figures in our 

lives to have good manners in public situations.  It is 

something that I still hear many times within parish 

life and many other situations where young children 

are involved.  When someone gives something to a 

young one or does something nice for them, you can 

hear parents say to their young ones, “Say thank 

you.” 

Now while I certainly think that this sort of training 

in manners and behavior for young children is not 

only fine, but in fact important and necessary, it does 

beg the question for us adults, does our understand-

ing of thankfulness ever really go any further?  Are 

we stuck in the situation where our being thankful is 

on the level of mere transaction?  Do we say “thank 

you” or maybe go a little further to feeling thankful 

only as a response to the individual actions of some-

one else for a favor done.   

In the passage from Saint Paul’s letter to the Colos-

sians, he is really not speaking of a transactional 

thankfulness, but rather a way of life, a way of being 

that we are called to as Christians.  In this regard, as 

we approach the holiday of Thanksgiving and the 

season of thankfulness, it might be good for each of 

us to examine the way we live and the kind of people 

we are.  And through all of this we are called to ex-

amine our relationship to Almighty God through our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   

As we look through this passage from Saint Paul we 

can begin to see what true thankfulness is and how, if 

we are truly thankful to God for all that He has given 

us, then our lives will begin to change and grow clos-

er to God.  Saint Paul begins, “Put on then, as God’s 

chosen ones, holy and beloved…”  Immediately we 

must acknowledge here that God has chosen us to be 

His own.  If we are truly Christians, then it is not by 

some arbitrary means or mere tradition, but rather 

because God has chosen us to be united to Him.  He 

has called us “holy and beloved” showing that we are 

set apart for Him and created by Him in love and for 

love.  

“Put on then… heartfelt compassion, kindness, hu-

mility, gentleness and patience.”  This passage re-

minds us that we must “put on” these things; we must 

actively pursue compassion, kindness, humility, gen-

tleness and patience to live the Christian way.  Be-

cause of sin, in us and in the world, we are so many 
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times pulled away from these virtues, but knowing 

who we are (called and beloved) and being thankful 

to the God Who calls and loves us, we must continu-

ally “put on” these virtues to combat the world which 

calls us away.   

As a second point then we are also thankful to Al-

mighty God that He has surrounded us with so many 

others, as examples, in our spiritual and material life 

as well.  During this month of November, we have 

already come through the time of the Solemnity of 

All Saints, knowing that God has surrounded us with 

a great “cloud of witnesses” to help us in our journey 

through life and to Him.  He has also given us the 

Body of Christ on earth, the Church, to nurture and 

sustain us in this life as well.  We are called to be 

thankful to God in living within this Body of Christ, 

the Church, by being a person of forgiveness and a 

person of love.  In fact love within this letter of Saint 

Paul is the highest calling as “the bond of perfection.”  

Next Saint Paul reminds us to have the “peace of 

Christ control your hearts.”  He states that it’s the 

“peace into which you were also called in one body.”  

Again here, in being thankful to Almighty God, we 

are called to live in peace; peace within ourselves and 

peace with each other, especially within the body 

which is the Church.  And we must remember that 

when we speak of “peace” in this biblical context, we 

are speaking of “shalom,” which is much more than 

just the lack of hostility.  This biblical concept means 

peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperi-

ty, good welfare and tranquility.  Again in thanksgiv-

ing to the God Who made us and Who loves us, we 

seek these things for ourselves and desire to help oth-

ers attain them as well.   

Now at this point Saint Paul sums all of this up and 

says it quite plainly and succinctly, “And be thank-

ful.”  But this is not a call to revert to our former 

ways of being thankful that we had as a young child, 

but rather it is a reminder.  When we say the word or 

encounter the concept to “be thankful” within the Bi-

ble, or within our spiritual lives, it is the totality of 

this type of thankfulness to which we are called.   

As the passage continues, Saint Paul moves on to 

thankful living.  “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one 

another, singing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 

with gratitude in your hearts to God.”  In having 

Christ and His message within us, in thanksgiving to 

Almighty God, we use this message and this wisdom 

to help others.  We are called to “teach and admonish 

one another.”  We are called, acknowledging God as 

the Creator of all, and all people as our brothers and 

sisters, that we must express our thanks to God in 

helping others.  And this teaching and admonishing is 

to follow the ways of love and forgiveness that were 

spelled out in the passage.  In giving thanks to God, 

we are not called to lord over others with any 

knowledge or virtue we might have, but rather as Je-

sus told us concerning this, “It will not be so among 

you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must 

be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 

among you must be your slave.” (Matthew 20:26-27)  

And as we hear in the First Letter of Saint Peter, “Be 

examples to the flock.” (1 Peter 5:3b) 

From this direction to teach and admonish and 

through it to help others in thankfulness, we also see 

that the worship of Almighty God is a part of our 

thankful living as well.  Saint Paul reminds us that in 

and through all of this way of living we must be 

“singing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with grat-

itude in your hearts to God.”  The worship of Al-

mighty God, especially when we gather together for 

the celebration of Holy Mass, where we will “sing 

psalms, hymn and inspired songs” is the highest ex-

pression of our thankfulness.  This is especially true 

when we consider that the name we apply to Holy 

Mass, “The Eucharist” in fact is derived from the 

Greek word “eukharistia” which means thanksgiving. 

We then can quite honestly say that if we are Christ 

centered individuals and make the celebration of Ho-

ly Mass a regular part of our life and our devotion to 

God, then we are beginning to become people who 

share a life of thanksgiving.  So then it’s really so 

much more than just a transactional expression or 

feeling.  To be truly thankful then, at least in a Catho-

lic Christian understanding, is to be one who wor-

ships God, one who attends the Eucharist and one 

who helps, teaches and admonishes others acting in 

love.  It’s a whole lot more than just a quick “thank 

you” uttered once in a while.  It is really a way of 

life, a way of living each and every moment. 

In fact, we really can’t express it any better than Saint 

Paul at the end of this passage, “And whatever you 

do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through Him.” 

(Give Thanks - Continued from Page 1.) 
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On Friday, October 25, 2019 approximately 184 dele-

gates representing 72 parishes from throughout the 

United States and Canada, as well as delegates from 

the Standard Organizations and Societies of the 

Polish National Catholic Church and delegates from 

the Polish National Union, gathered at St. Stanislaus 

Cathedral in Scranton, PA for the 2019 Special Syn-

od.  This Holy Synod was the conclusion of a several 

month’s long process to nominate and elect candi-

dates for bishop within the Polish National Catholic 

Church. 

The clergy, delegates and guests first gathered within 

the Cathedral for Holy Mass concelebrated by Prime 

Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Bishop John Mack, Bish-

op Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop Bernard Nowicki and 

Prime Bishop Emeritus John Swantek.  Prime Bishop 

Mikovsky preached a homily on the importance of 

the work of bishops within the Church and also the 

shared responsibility for the ministry of the Church 

among all people, clergy and lay. 

Following Holy Mass, the delegates gathered in St. 

Stanislaus Youth Center for the beginning of the Syn-

od.  Once the Synod was called to order and dele-

gates were sworn in, the report of the Nominations 

Commission was read.  In the report one name was 

submitted to the Synod for consideration, Very Rev. 

Jaroslaw Rafalko.  Following this a number of other 

clergy were nominated from the floor of the Synod.  

In each case the clergyman nominated declined to 

run.  

Next Father Senior Rafalko had the opportunity to 

address the delegates.  He spoke concerning his back-

ground and his ministry, as well as his vision if he is 

to be elected as Candidate for Bishop.  He also an-

swered a number of questions from the delegates.  

When it became time to hold the election, a roll call 

of the delegates was taken and the Holy Spirit was 

called upon to descend upon this holy gathering to 

strengthen and enlighten it for the important work 

that was to be done. 

On the first ballot Very Rev. Jaroslaw Rafalko was 

elected as Candidate for Bishop.  He was congratulat-

ed by many individuals and was asked to join the 

bishops of the Church at the front table. 

Following this quick election, the Synod then spent 

some time in listening to some plans that the Church 

has for the Future Direction program which was be-

gun at the General Synod in 2014 was continued at 

the General Synod in 2018. 

Following lunch and a few other announcements for 

the delegates and parishes of the Church, the Synod 

was adjourned in the early afternoon and the dele-

gates left for home.  The Supreme Council was called 

to order for a meeting during which Very Rev. Jaro-

slaw Rafalko was appointed as Administrator of the 

Western Diocese and his consecration date was set 

for April 30, 2020, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, the 

Workman.  After his consecration Bishop-elect Jaro-

slaw Rafalko will become the Diocesan Bishop of the 

Western Diocese. 

It is also with joy that we acknowledge that the Nor-

dic Catholic Church in Gran, Norway also gathered 

for Holy Synod in order to elect a candidate for Bish-

op.  As a result of their Holy Synod, Very Rev. Ottar 

Myrseth was elected as a Candidate for Bishop of the 

Nordic Catholic Church.  Bishop-elect Ottar Myrseth 

will be consecrated together with Bishop-elect Ra-

falko on April 30, 2020 at St. Stanislaus Cathedral in 

Scranton, PA. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ bless these Bishops-elect 

and their families as they prepare to lead the Church 

and lead many people to Christ. 

2019 Special Synod of the P.N.C.C. 

Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky 

Bishop-elect Jarosław Rafalko, Polish National Catholic Church Bishop-elect Ottar Myrseth, Nordic Catholic Church 
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Prime Bishop Mikovsky preaches the Word of God. Pictured at the altar are Bp. Sobiechowski, Bp. Nowicki, Prime 

Bishop Mikovsky, Bp. Mack, Prime Bishop Emeritus Swantek. 

Several branch members of the United Women’s Society for the 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

processed and held candles. Choir members from various parishes sang in the choir loft. 

The congregation receives Holy Communion. Clergy and lay members attend the pre-Synodal Mass. 
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Supreme Council Meets Following Special Synod 

Scranton, PA 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky called the meeting 

of the Supreme Council to order following the ad-

journment of the October 25, 2019 Special Synod.   

The purpose of this meeting was to concur with the 

Prime Bishop’s assignment of Bishop-elect Jarosław 

Rafalko following his election as a Candidate for 

Bishop as well as provide comment on a consecration 

date. The focus of Future Direction for 2020 and oth-

er New Business was also on the agenda.  

Following the Call to Order, Prime Bishop welcomed 

the newly elected CEO of the PNU, Martin H. 

Wachna, Jr., to the Council and administered the oath 

of office to him.  

In Attendance 

Members 

Members present were: Most Rev Anthony A. 

Mikovsky PhD, Rt. Rev. John Mack, Rt. Rev. Ber-

nard J. Nowicki DD, Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, 

Bishop-elect Jarosław Rafalko, Very Rev. Zbigniew 

Dawid, Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik, Very Rev. Rob-

ert M. Nemkovich, Jr., Rev. Zbigniew Kozar, Rev. 

Scott Lill, D.Min., John Andrzejewski, III, Cathy A. 

Bilinski, Diane E. Cheek, Marilyn A. Folcik, Robert 

T. Giczkowski, Paul Gorgol, Bruce S. Kaniewski, 

Gemma Meharchand, Michael R. Mietlicki, Kathryn 

Nemkovich, David Petrosky, Raymond J. Pieczarka, 

Joan Scheuneman, Becki Vivacqua, Martin H. 

Wachna, Jr. 

Absent:  None 

Guests:  None 

The Assignment of Bishop-elect Rafalko 

The Prime Bishop announced his intention to appoint 

Bishop-elect Rafalko as Bishop Ordinary of the 

Western Diocese at his consecration and to assign 

him immediately as the Administrator of the Western 

Diocese.  The Supreme Council unanimously con-

curred with the Prime Bishop’s appointment.  

Date of Consecration 

April 30, 2020, the Feast of Joseph the Workman, 

has been set for the Consecration of Bishop-elect 

Jarosław Rafalko for the P.N.C.C. and Bishop-elect 

Ottar Mikael Myrseth for the Nordic Catholic 

Church. Both candidates were elected at synods of 

their respective churches conducted on October 25, 

2019, one in Scranton and one in Norway.  This his-

toric Union of Scranton consecration liturgy will take 

place at St. Stanislaus Cathedral in Scranton, PA. 

Other Business 

In other business the Supreme Council discussed 

themes for the Future Direction program in 2020 and 

a recommendation to memorialize the organization of 

the P.N.C.C. in Lackawanna County in Pennsylvania.  
Submitted by Michael R. Mietlicki  

Secretary of the Supreme Council 
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We Must Never Forget to Give Thanks 

Most Rev. John F. Swantek, Prime Bishop Emeritus 

When I was growing up in New England, Thanks-

giving Day was a very important holiday for us. In 

the schools one would find pictures of pilgrims, Na-

tive Americans, the first Thanksgiving Day, and 

pumpkins on the walls and windows. In the music 

class, we learned those songs that were related to 

Thanksgiving: “We Gather Together,” “For The 

Beauty Of The Earth,” “Over The River And 

Through The Woods,” and “A Turkey Ran Away.” 

There were joint  Thanksgiving Eve services in many 

churches and they were well attended. 

If you had the opportunity to visit Plymouth, Massa-

chusetts, there is  a replica of the Mayflower, the ship 

which carried 102 pilgrims from England to Plym-

outh. The ship was only about 90 feet long, and one 

would wonder how the pilgrims managed on that trip 

which took 66 days. How did they sleep, eat, bathe 

in such close quarters?   How did the children man-

age to play in such a limited area? Although their 

destination was Virginia, they arrived in Massachu-

setts. 

William Bradford, who would later  become gover-

nor of the Plymouth colony, wrote that when the 

Mayflower arrived in Plymouth on November 21, 

1620, the pilgrims fell on their knees in prayer and  

thanked God Who had guided them safely to the 

shores of what would become the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts. In his writing, he painted this dismal 

picture: “They now had no friends to welcome them, 

no inns to entertain or refresh their weather beaten 

bodys, no houses or much  towns to repaire to, to 

seeke for succoure.” 

As the cold damp weather greeted these travelers, 

these God fearing men went ashore to begin the task 

of constructing their homes and colony. What a task 

they faced at this time of the year, but they had a 

profound faith in God, which helped them to face 

their challenge. This severe winter weather in their 

new home would eventually take its toll. Half of the 

pilgrims succumbed to the extreme cold weather. By 

spring there were only about 50 survivors. 

The pilgrims struggled, worked, prayed and cried, 

but in October of that year in their new home,  they 

joyfully celebrated a thanksgiving feast, thanking 

their Heavenly Father for His blessings, protection, 

and grace. To this feast of thanksgiving, the pilgrims 

invited Massasoit and about 90 Native Americans, 

who had helped these new settlers in many ways dur-

ing their first difficult year. The pilgrims had  lost 

and sacrificed so much, yet they were still very 

thankful of what they had accomplished. 

In our great country most people have enough to eat, 

sufficient clothing to wear, a home in which to live. 

Today as the disease of secularism is spreading rapid-

ly, many do not think that God or Sunday worship is 

important. As a matter of fact, some may even doubt 

that there is a God. A Pew Research Center  survey  

revealed in August that nearly 70% of Roman Catho-

lics do not believe that Christ is present in the Holy 

Eucharist. The principles of secularism are even 

found in people who claim to belong to a Christian 

Church. 

It is a great feeling in the morning to get out of bed 

and look out the window and see the sun, the trees, 

and the beautiful flowers in the yard. Yet there are 

people who are unable to get out of bed or see the 

beautiful landscape. Many will go to their place of 

employment, to school, or some voluntary work, but 

this is not true for all. Many will enjoy a delicious 

meal with family members and friends, while some 

may have little or no food. Some people often forget 

about other people in their community or other parts 

of the world who will have little or nothing to eat that 

day. But we seldom think of others who are not as 

fortunate as we are. When we are healthy, we seldom 

think about those who have very severe health prob-

lems. We are suddenly awakened when a severe 

health problem strikes a member of our family or a 

friend. Too often many do not realize how many 

blessings they actually have received. 

Although we celebrate Thanksgiving Day on the 

fourth Thursday of November, every day should  be a 

day to give thanks to God for most people, but too 

many do not realize this. The Greek word for Eucha-

rist means thanksgiving. Every day that the Church 

celebrates Mass is a time of thanksgiving, and we are 

thanking God for the many blessings and graces that 

He constantly showers on us. 

One day Jesus met 10 lepers who asked Him  to have 

mercy on them. After listening to their pleas, our 
(Continued on Page 15.) 
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90 for 90 Campaign 

Members of the Central Diocesan Council, including Bishop Bernard Nowicki and Treasurer Joe Ross, present 

a check in the sum of $10,000 to Nick Kazinetz, President of the United Y.M.S. of R. in support of the 90 for 

90 Campaign.  The United Y.M.S. of R. started this campaign July 4th of this year to help raise $90,000 in hon-

or of the 90th Anniversary of Spójnia Farm; and have reached 65% of their goal to date.  Members of the Unit-

ed Y.M.S. of R. would like to thank the Central Diocese for their generous donation.  This goal can easily be 

achieved or surpassed if past campers donate $90 to help the Retreat Center continue its great work.   

As the year draws down and we review our financial situation and our hearts, those considering financial do-

nations to help special causes should consider contributing to P.N.C.C. organizations.  This is the one big ap-

peal for the Retreat Center since 1990 when the facility was first built.  The Retreat Center is evolving – from 

what many have considered a children’s camp to an all-purpose, Retreat Center for ALL ages.  Upgrades made 

over the past year include a new heating & air conditioning system, a new outdoor pool area, a walking trail 

and repaving of the driveway.  In an effort to make the center more attractive for conferences, retreats, wed-

dings, reunions, camps of all types, and for people of all ages, new projects for 2020 include air conditioning 

in the dining hall, improving the kitchenette within the Retreat Center, a children’s playground, upgrading the 

rooms, adding audio visual equipment, and much more.  The 90 for 90 campaign has raised over $55, 000 of 

its $90,000 goal to fund these projects.  Help us reach our goal by contributing before the end of the year.  You 

are not just investing in a building.  Your donation is an investment in the future members of the P.N.C.C.  

Our future clergy, organization leaders and lay people are out there.   

We are reaching out to the thousands of past campers in particular.  If you are interested in helping the United 

Y.M.S. of R. reach their goal to continue improving the Bishop Hodur Retreat Center, checks can be mailed 

to: 

90 for 90 Campaign 

207 Grassy Island Ave 

Jessup PA 18434 

Thank you to our Recent Donors 

Gold Donors $1,000 and above 

Central Diocesan Council of the Polish National Catholic Church $10, 000.00 

United Young Men’s Society of Resurrection $5, 0000.00 

Bronze Donors $90.00 and above 

National ANS National President Cindy Whitehead 
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Future Direction - Following in Their Footsteps 

Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill 

There is a beautiful 2-mile walking trail that graceful-

ly loops around the little league and softball fields in 

the middle of our small town.  Wide enough for pe-

destrians and bicyclists to comfortably pass each oth-

er while exchanging greetings and sometimes much 

needed encouragement, the track is covered by soft 

gravel that’s easy on the knees even when one is as-

cending the mercifully designed gradual slopes that 

make up part of the terrain.  Sections of it move into 

beautiful wooded areas, and there are even a few 

small streams that flow beside the heavily frequented 

pathway which, on days heavy with rain, sometimes 

spill out onto the pathway and cause little, easily 

avoided puddles.  The trail is richly adorned by a 

wonderful variety of trees which, towering above, 

provide the beautiful blossoming of hope in the 

springtime, much needed shade in the heat of sum-

mer, and a splendid burst of color in the autumn.  It 

really is as idyllic as I describe, so there is little won-

der that it is so heavily used by both townsfolk and 

visitors from around the greater area who make regu-

larly scheduled use of the walking trail…during 

about 75% of the year.      

Winter here is a much different story.  The only thing 

that slumbers more deeply than nature itself is the 

collective motivation of the aforementioned walkers 

who do their best to somehow stay active inside their 

houses and batten down the hatches until late March.  

Until then, our beautiful walking trail is buried under 

inches, and many times feet, of heavy snow that is 

still somehow driven around by the bone-chilling 

winds that help make our pathway pretty much im-

passable.  I learned this lesson the hard way a few 

years ago on a particular January 2nd, when I, as yet 

still ardently committed to my one day old resolution,  

bundled up and ventured out into the cold of the early 

morning and headed down the freshly plowed street 

to an entry onto the walking trail.  Convinced that my 

boots and 2 pairs of thick socks would keep my feet 

warm and dry and somehow empower me to boldly 

trudge along, I drew a deep breath, stepped over the 

almost waist-high bank freshly made by the plow and 

right down into the almost knee-high snow of the 

pathway.  I had two immediate realizations. The first 

was “wow, am I an idiot,” and the second was 

“someone else has already been here this morning.”   

I was amazed that the tracks of this person started at 

a point farther down the path from me and then 

moved farther up the pathway than I could see, such 

that I could make them out both behind me and in 

front of me.  

Wondering whether I should just acknowledge fail-

ure, climb back over the snowbank and skulk back 

home, I had to make a quick decision.  Still believ-

ing—although much less fervently—that this was 

still a tolerable idea and not wanting to be shown up, 

I decided to move ahead.  After ten incredibly chal-

lenging steps, I did what seemed most reasonable: I 

started walking in the footprints already made by my 

predecessor.  Moving ahead about another 30 yards, 

each step now somewhat easier but by no means 

easy, I slogged along by walking where another, un-

der the same difficult conditions, had walked before 

me with a greater degree of success than I.  Already 

cold and out of breath by then, I rationalized that this 

wasn’t actually a bad effort for the second day and, 

finding a point where I could more easily leave the 

walking trail, I rolled over the snowbank, back onto 

the street and headed home, giving one final look to-

ward the trail that had bested me, but not the one who 

walked before me as evidenced by the footprints 

moving further along than I had that day.    I would 

later find out that this had been one of my parishion-

ers and that both she and her dog had made it all the 

way around!)  

On the first day of this month of November, we hon-

or all of God’s Saints.  In venerating them, we are 

really worshipping the One who called them by name 

and Who abundantly bestowed the grace to respond 

and follow, Whose holiness radiates from within 

them and Who now holds them up as role models for 

us.  In His Incarnation, His teaching and ministry, 

and Passion, Death and Resurrection, our Lord Jesus 

revealed Himself as the only pathway that leads to 

his Kingdom.  His Saints are the ones who have al-

ready faithfully followed Him and, in their turn, have 

left their mark, their footprints if you will, upon the 

life of the Church.  They have shown us what authen-

tic, consistent discipleship looks like and now they 

invite us to join them on the way.  

Sometimes it’s easier, perhaps even pleasant, to walk 

the way of discipleship when the conditions are fa-

vorable, sort of like our town’s walking trail much of 
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the year.  But, what about when things turn gloomy 

out ahead of us and yet we are still called to follow?  

What do we do when the storm clouds of life roll in 

heavily upon us and our families in the form of finan-

cial struggle or social alienation and yet the pathway 

is laid out before us?  What about when the chilling 

winds of persecution arise and begin to buffet against 

us, and we are still called to follow in the face of 

them?  How can we possibly continue when we be-

come mired down by sickness and suffering and even 

death itself or when the pathway is blocked by our 

own failings or sense of unworthiness?  What can we 

do when we just find the journey too taxing and deem 

it impossible to carry our own crosses one more step 

and are on the verge of just surrendering?  It is espe-

cially at these times that we can look to the Saints 

who have faithfully journeyed with Christ, have now 

finished the course and have been led by Him into 

eternal glory.  They understand quite well the chal-

lenges of our journey, for they “are the ones who 

have survived the time of great distress; they have 

washed their robes and made them white in the Blood 

of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14).     

The Saints were once who we are now, and they are 

now who we hope to be.  They wait for us now at the 

end of the pathway, and led by the Mother of God 

they pray that our Lord will bestow the Gifts of the 

Holy Spirit needed for us to follow in their footsteps, 

obediently going as far as our Lord asks us, progress-

ing a little further each day and persevering even 

when the pathway is difficult to traverse.  So, let us 

pay them the greatest measure of veneration by emu-

lating their examples so that, in time, we may join 

them within the “great multitude, which none could 

count, from every nation, race, people, and 

tongue….wearing white robes and holding palm  

branches…” and crying out “in a loud voice: Salva-

tion comes from our God, who is seated on the 

throne, and from the Lamb!” (7:9-10).  

     

We congratulate Very Rev. Jarosław Rafalko, who 

was elected as a candidate for bishop at the P.N.C.C. 

Special Synod on October 25th.  Also, congratula-

tions to Very Rev. Ottar Myrseth who was elected as 

a candidate for bishop at the Synod of the Nordic 

Catholic Church.  Please keep both of these Bishops-

Elect in your prayers.    

Please keep this church-wide undertaking in your dai-

ly prayers – asking God to bless this work and allow 

it to bear fruit for the building of His Kingdom 

through our Holy Church.  Let us follow the example 

of the saints we continue to become more faithful and 

ardent disciples of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
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Clergy of the Polish National Catholic Church 

The Polish National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.) 

Commission on History and Archives has embarked 

upon a project to prepare a list of all P.N.C.C. clergy 

who were in the church from its inception. Prime 

Bishop Emeritus Robert Nemkovich began and main-

tained a file of clergy in an ACCESS software file 

which contains data on each priest and their families 

from ordination through consecration and service 

within the church. A database using the EXCEL Data 

Base program has been developed by the Commis-

sion. It contains the following information: Clergy 

Identification number, Clergyman’s name (family, 

given, middle), Highest Honorific (Deacon, Priest 

Senior Priest, Bishop Elect and Bishop), Address 

(City, State, Zip), Date of Birth, Date of Ordination, 

Date of Elevation to Senior Priest, Date of Consecra-

tion as Bishop, Date of Death, and Marital Status. At 

the present time, the Excel file contains the names of 

829 clergymen in the following categories: Prime 

Bishops (7), Bishops (28), Bishop-Elects (2), Senior 

Priests (87), Priests (687), and Deacons (18). The 

names of the priests in the EXCEL file are from the 

following documents: P.N.C.C. Anniversary Books 

(25th, 33rd, and 60th), Synod Proceedings, and the 

Minutes of the P.N.C.C. Supreme Council. Unfortu-

nately, there is no data at all for 14 Senior Priests and 

346 Priests. Some listing have several names. For 

some we have only a family name. The Commission 

would like to confirm the name, with its correct 

spelling and fill in the missing data. 

Please review the list of Clergyman and provide any 

information that you know about the man: Date of 

Birth, Date of Ordination, Date of Elevation to Senior 

Priest, Date of Consecration as Bishop, Date of 

Death, and Marital Status. Your help will be greatly 

appreciated. 

Further work to be done will be a review of the: in-

dexes of Rola Boża (God’s Field) and Straż, individ-

ual parish anniversary books, summaries of parishes 

in diocesan books, and the ACCESS File created by 

Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert Nemkovich. The AC-

CESS file will be added to with data found for the 

EXCEL file. The parish anniversary books are being 

checked for lists of priests and their dates of service 

in these parishes, and obtain a photograph of each 

clergyman. Because these photographs are of low 

quality, they need enhancements; consequently the 

Commission needs someone who can enhance the 

photographs with a program like PHOTOSHOP. If 

you have that skill, please volunteer your services to 

the P.N.C.C.  

Because the list is voluminous, it has been separated 

into several segments: Priests, Senior Priests, Bishop, 

Bishop Elect, Priests Family names only, Priests with 

Given Name as an initial, and Priests with Different 

Family Names. 

The priests names are:  

Rev. Joseph Adamczewski; Rev. Zygmunt Ancere-

wicz; Rev. John Awczis; Rev. Ambrozy 

Baczewski; Rev. Teofil Bartnicki; Rev. Roman Bar-

tosiak; Rev. Stanley Bilik; Rev. Francis Bilik; Rev. 

Joseph Blask; Rev. Walter Blazeski; Rev. Casimir or 

Adam Bogdanowicz; Rev. Jan or John Burzynski; 

Rev. John Czyzak; Rev. Richard Dabros; Rev. Joseph 

Dec; Rev. Izydor Doktor; Rev. Karol Ernest; Rev. 

Joseph Foltynski; Rev. Michael Fortuna; Rev. Peter 

Glowinski; Rev. Theodore Glowinski; Rev. Daniel 

Gregor; Rev. Edward J. Gucwa; Rev. Alexander 

Gupski; Rev. Marian Guzek; Rev. W. Simon Guzik; 

Rev. Alexander Hering; Rev. Martin Jablonowski or 

Jablonski; Rev. Tadeusz Jakimowicz; Rev. Roman 

Jakubowski; Rev. Joseph Jasinskas or Jasinski; Rev. 

Francis A. Jastrzebski; Rev. Joseph Jastrzebski; Rev. 

Michael Jastrzebski; Rev.  Rev. Andrzej Jezak; Rev. 

John Kata; Rev. Matthew Kawiak; Rev. Alojzy 

Kazmierski; Rev. Filip Kedzierski; Rev. Donald 

Kent; Rev. Raymond Kiecana; Rev. Stanley or Stefan 

Klepka; Rev. Franciszek Klos; Rev. Wladyslaw or 

Walter Kocylowski; Rev. Thomas Albin Kolakowski; 

Rev. Joseph Kolek; Rev. Stefan Kolev; Rev. Walter 

Kotlarczyk; Rev. Walter Kotlarz; Rev. John Kow-

alski; Rev. Francis Kowalski; Rev. Richard Ko-

zlowski; Rev. August E. Krauze; Rev. Kazimierz 

Krupinski; Rev. Wiesław or Michael Kruppe; Rev. 

Joseph F. or Jan or Martin Kula; Rev. Joseph 

Kuszlik; Rev. Paul Kuznik; Rev. Felix Kwaka; Rev. 

Joseph Kwolek; Rev. Vincent J Lagan; Rev. Stephen 

Laszewski; Rev. Francis J. Laszewski; Rev. Phillip 

Lavery; Rev. Maximilian Lawnicki; Rev. Chester 

Lawrence; Rev. Joseph Lebiedzik; Rev. Bohdan 

Lechowski; Rev. Walter Lechowski; Rev. Antonio 

Julio Lenza; Rev. Paolo Leone; Rev. Stanley Le-

sniewski; Rev. Donald Loferski; Rev. Antoni Lucin-

ski; Rev. Francis J. Lukaszewicz; Rev. Paul Lukasze-

wicz; Rev. Stanley Madziarz; Rev. Grabriel 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 97, Issue No. 11 13 

Makowicz; Rev. Chester Malek; Rev. Bronisław 

Malewicz; Rev. Romuald Marciniec; Rev. Bernard 

Marecki; Rev. Alfonse R. Markiewicz; Rev. Zygfryd 

or Zygmunt A. Maul; Rev. Joseph Mazurkiewicz; 

Rev. Marek Michalik; Rev. John Michalski; Rev. 

Mickiewicz; Rev. Stanisław Mickiewicz or 

Mickevicius; Rev. Leon or Ludwik Nalewaj; Rev. 

Edward Narbutowicz; Rev. Francis P. Niemiec; Rev. 

Stanley Niemiec; Rev. Stanley T. Victor; Rev. John 

Olechnowicz; Rev. Włodzimierz or Walter Ol-

kowicz; Rev. John Olszewski; Rev. Anthony Orlin-

ski; Rev. Romuald Ostrowski; Rev. Francis D. Parul-

ski; Rev. Walter J. Pawlowski; Rev. Adam Pie-

karszewski; Rev. Franciszek Pielasinski; Rev. Joseph 

Pieniazek; Rev. John or Jan H. Piotrowski; Rev. Ken-

neth Platnik; Rev. Stanislaw Plaza; Rev. Stefan Pla-

za; Rev. Kenneth Plotnik; Rev. Anthony Plucinski; 

Rev. Stanley Pochowski; Rev. Matthew A. Polak; 

Rev. Thaddeus Powazka; Rev. Roman Powazka; 

Rev. Henry Prasztek; Rev. Romuald Przechera; Rev. 

Joseph L. Przewlocki; Rev. Ladislaus Przybylski; 

Rev. Anthony L. Przyjemski; Rev. Apolinary Radzik; 

Rev. John Radziszewski; Rev. Edward Rakoczy; 

Rev. Michael Rasicci; Rev. Theodore J. Rasielewski; 

Rev. Joseph S. Rekas; Rev. Szczesny Rekas; Rev. 

Jose Rojas; Rev. Edward Rokoczy; Rev. Casimir Ro-

sicki; Rev. Valentine Roverato; Rev. Anthony J. 

Rudnicki; Rev. Jakub Rulla; Rev. Dr. Don Seekins; 

Rev. Anthony Serbenski; Rev. Joseph Siembida; 

Rev. Walenty Siemiatkowski; Rev. Bolesław Sikor-

ski; Rev. Andres Simental; Rev. Franciszek Siswien; 

Rev. Chester Skibinski; Rev. Wacław Skoczylas; 

Rev. Roman W. Slocinski; Rev. Edward Slotwinski; 

Rev. Henry Smolinski; Rev. Kacper Sokolinski; Rev. 

John Solski; Rev. Daniel Soltynski; Rev. Gary Spen-

cer; Rev. Francis Stankiewicz; Rev. Edgar Staror-

ypinski; Rev. Peter Stasikowski; Rev. Bolesław 

Stepczynski; Rev. John Stoinski; Rev. Stanley 

Strzalkowski; Rev. Peter K. Styczynski; Rev. Stanley 

Swarczewski; Rev. Walter Switalski; Rev. Theophi-

lus Switalski; Rev. Mark A. Swoger; Rev. D. Henry 

Szczepkowski; Rev. Francis Szczesny; Rev. 

Stanisław Sznyrowski; Rev. Anthony Szubtarski; 

Rev. Vincent Szumowski; Rev. Nicalani Talfa; Rev. 

Albert S.J. Tarka; Rev. S. or Joseph Tautas; Rev. 

John Tengowski; Rev. Andrzej Tenus; Rev. Stanley 

Teodorowicz; Rev. Stanislaus Tokar; Rev. John To-

karski; Rev. Joseph Tokarski; Rev. Jakub Tolpa; Rev. 

John Tomaszewski; Rev. John Tomaszkiewicz; Rev. 

John Toporowski; Rev. George Toth; Rev. Anthony 

M. Turkiewicz; Rev. John Tyburski; Rev. Stanley 

Tyburski; Rev. Daniel Tyks; Rev. Lucian Urbaniak; 

Rev. Stanley Walas; Rev. Clarence Waldren; Rev. 

Joseph Walencikowski; Rev. Thomas Walsh; Rev. 

Bronisław Walter; Rev. Albert Walylko; Rev. Emil 

Wandowski; Rev. Emil Wawka; Rev. Stephen 

Weglarz; Rev. Stanley Weglarz; Rev. Leon Wiechec; 

Rev. Stanisław or Stanley Wilk; Rev. Stephen 

Włosinski, Jr.; Rev. Stephen Włosinski, Sr.; Rev. Al-

exander Wodka; Rev. Walter Wojec; Rev. Henryk 

Wos; Rev. Francis J. Wozniak; Rev. John Wrobłew-

ski; Rev. Ludwik Wrzesinski; Rev. Thomas 

Zadebski; Rev. John Franciszek Zajaczkowski; Rev. 

Wacław Zajaczkowski; Rev. Vincent Zalewski or 

Zaleski; Rev. John Zaporowski; Rev. Stanisław Stan-

ley M. Zawadzki; Rev. Albert Zawilinski; Rev. Zyg-

munt Zawilinski; Rev. Michael Zawnicki; Rev. John 

Zebrowski; Rev. Joseph Zielonko; Rev.  Dominik 

Zoferski; and Rev. John Zwalinski. 

The senior priests names are:  

Very Rev. Joseph Jablonowski; Very Rev. Joseph 

Jakobsche; Very Rev. John T. Jakubik; Very Rev. 

Francis J. Klos; Very Rev. Chester Lach; Very Rev. 

Anzelm Mlynarczyk; Very Rev. Stanley Mrozek; 

Very Rev. Roman Pawlikowski; Very Rev. Michael 

Pulit or Pullitt; Very Rev. Walter (Ladislaus) Sienko; 

Very Rev. Zenon Snopczynski; Very Rev. John 

Swierczewski; Very Rev. Andrew A. Tolcz; and 

Very Rev. Adam Walichiewicz.  

The Bishop name is: 

Bishop Julian Pekala  

The Bishop Elect name is: 

Bishop Elect Joseph Jaworski 

Priests Family names only: 

Rev. Bogacki; Rev. Budzinski; Rev. Dillonis; Rev. 

Filarski; Rev. Finzer; Rev. Gericki; Rev.  Katus; Rev. 

Klosinski; Rev. Kolaresyrz; Rev. Konski; Rev. Kra-

kowiak; Rev. Kwiatkowski; Rev. Kubina or Kabiner; 

Rev. Langer; Rev. Nowakowski; Rev. Nowicki or 

Sila-Nowicki;  Rev.  Piosticelli; Rev. Strynkowski; 

Rev. Strzesinski; Rev. Sulewski; Rev. von Kubinyi; 

and Rev. Waskiewicz.  

Priests with Given Name as an initial: 

Rev. A. Dębski; Rev. N. I. Dulit; Rev. W. Fagin; 

Rev. F. B. Gerald; Rev. J. Graca; Rev. J. Grezik; 

Rev. J. Grunt; Rev. T. Hucal; Rev. M. Jablonski; 

(Continued on Page 14.) 
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Rev. M. Karcewin; Rev. T. J. Klos; Rev. J. Ko-

lodziejczyk; Rev. J. Kominek; Rev. B. K. Kornapfel; 

Rev. J. Krol; Rev. J. M. Kulawas; Rev. G. Kulig; 

Rev. W. Lachowski; Rev. J. Lawrence; Rev. F. A. 

Lechmer; Rev. M. Leggieri; Rev. A. Masaskige; 

Rev. M. J. Mason; Rev. J. or L. J. Masonski; Rev. 

W. Melewiewski; Rev. O. B. Neyzez; Rev. W. Par-

lowski; Rev. T. Parzychowski; Rev. K. Petrosius; 

Rev. J. Pietrowski; Rev. L. Pociecha; Rev. W. Pod-

gorski; Rev. J. B. or S.B. Przybysz;  Rev. J. R. 

Siemientkowski; Rev. D. W. Sierzputowski; Rev. A. 

Sinkivicius; Rev. H. Skarbek; Rev. J. Sliwinski; Rev. 

A. Suszko; Rev. H. Szczepanski; Rev. H. Wahler; 

Rev. J. Walas; Rev. A. Wiacek; Rev. R. Wiacek; 

Rev. T. Wierzbicki; Rev. M. Wiktor; Rev. M. C. 

Witroff; Rev. W Ziembiewski; Rev. J. Zukowski; 

and Rev. M. J. Zwolinski. 

Different Family Names: 

Rev. Francis Biel or Bien; Rev. Joseph Bohdan or 

Bochdan; Rev. E. Brzostowski or Brzozowski; Rev. 

Stanley Brzostowski or Brzozowski; Rev. John 

Brzostowski or Brzozowski; Rev. Aleksander or 

Stanley Drazba; Rev. Casimir Hess or Heski; Rev. J. 

Emeryk Jacuszko or Jecuszko; Rev. R. Joschko or 

Joszko; Rev. Anthony Z. Korona or Kona; Rev. Cas-

imir Krysinski or Krynski; Rev. Donald Kulawasz or 

Kent; Rev. Fryderyk Lachamajer or Lachmajer; Rev. 

Antoni Lobaszek or Sobaszek; Rev. Paul Nalecz or 

Natecz; Rev. Justin S. Namietkiewicz or Namitkie-

wicz; Rev. Adam R. or Anthony A. Niklas; Rev. 

Paul Olesky or Aleksa; Rev. Adalbert or Anthony or 

Albert or Adolph Olszewski; Rev. John Panfil or 

Pamfil; Rev. Charles or Karol J. Papon; Rev. John or 

Marian Piechocinski; Rev.Vincent Piscitelli or Pirci-

telli or Procitelli; Rev. Antoni Pohowski or Pohoski; 

Rev. P. Pokrowicz or Pokrowiecz; Rev. Leon 

Poredowski or Porendowski; Rev. Anthony Przeorski 

or Przeworski; Rev. Roger Raskoff or Racopf; Rev. 

Wlodzimierz or Bruno Reichan or Rajchan or Re-

jchan; Rev. John Rejski or Reyski or Rayski or 

Rajski; Rev. Andrzej B Ryczek or Ryczak or Rys; 

Rev. Edmund Shanowski or Chrzanowski; Rev. A. 

John Sielchanowicz or Sielchan; Rev. Anthony So-

baczek or Sobaszek or Sobaszko; Rev. Henry or Stef-

an K. Stefanowicz; Rev. Dr. Francis Swiątek or 

Swietek; Rev. Alfonse Szamrej or Szamrey; Rev. 

John or Joseph Szyperski or Szeperski; Rev. John 

Tokosz or Tokosh or Tokasz;  Rev. Mikolaj or Nich-

olas Tolpa; Rev. Z. Vipartas or Wipartas; Rev. An-

thony Wiaczkowski or Wiacek; Rev. Peter Wilhel-

mowicz or Williams; Rev. Walter Wisniewski or 

Wisniowski; Rev. Alexander Witenberg or Witem-

berg; Rev. M. Witortt or Witort; Rev. Louis. or Jan 

A. Wojtys; Rev. Zbigniew or Adam Wsul; Rev. 

Thaddeus Wyszomierski or Wyszomirski;  Rev. Al-

exander or Anthony Yupa or Yuppa or Jupa; Rev. 

Louis or Leo Zakrzewski; Rev. Joseph or Hieronim 

Zieba; Rev. Walter or Wladislaus Ziembinski or 

Zembienski; and Rev. M. J. Zvalioris or Zvalia.   

Your help in developing the list of P.N.C.C. clergy 

would be very much appreciated by the Commission 

on History and Archives.  

Joseph Francis Seliga, 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives  

(Clergy of the P.N.C.C. - Continued from Page 13.) 

God’s Field Appeal for Christmas Greetings 

In past years your responses to our appeals for Christmas Greetings have been very enthusiastic and we sincerely hope 

your generosity and support will continue this year. 

The cost for publishing Christmas greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00.  Due to space con-

straints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text. 

An online form can be found on the pncc.org website on the God’s Field page (pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/
online_greeting_form_2019.pdf).  

ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 30, 2019 IN 

ORDER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CHRISTMAS ISSUE. 

Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order payable to God’s Field, to: 

God’s Field - Christmas Greetings 

National Church Center 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Thank you for your continued support. 

http://pncc.org/
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It’s almost time for the holidays! 

Time to give thanks. Time to prepare. Time to celebrate. Time to sing. 

Purchase a P.N.C.C. Hymnal before the holiday rush! 

Hard Cover $25.00/each + $5.00/each Shipping; Spiral Bound: $30.00/each + $5.00/each  Shipping 

Send check or money order in USD, 

payable to National United Choirs, to: 

P. Kazinetz 

736 Beechwood Drive 

Olyphant, PA 18447 

Clergy Pension Collection at the Special Synod 

At the recent successful Special Synod held on Friday, October 25, 2019, a special collection was taken during 

Holy Mass to benefit the Clergy Pension Fund.  $1,347.00 was collected.  We give thanks to Almighty God 

for the generosity of the many delegates and guests who were present at the Synod.  If anyone would like to 

contribute in honor of this special occasion in the Church or in honor of Very Rev. (Bishop-elect) Jarosław 

Rafalko being selected as a Candidate for Bishop, please forward these donations to the National Church Cen-

ter, 1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505. 

Lord told them to go and show themselves to the 

priests. As they started on their way, they suddenly 

noticed that Jesus had cured them of that dreaded dis-

ease. Although the lepers must have been thrilled 

about what our Lord did, only one turned around to 

go and thank Jesus for the cure. How often do people 

have similar experiences and think nothing of it? 

As we prepare  for Thanksgiving Day, let us stop and 

ask ourselves to think about the  blessings and graces 

that we have received from God, blessings that too 

many may take for granted. Take time to compare 

yourselves with other people in this world, and you 

may discover how much you have to be thankful for. 

Before you eat that delicious Thanksgiving Day 

meal, take a few minutes to offer thanks to God for 

His many blessings so often received. 

Take some time to attend the thanksgiving service in 

you parish church. There you can tell Him, “Thank 

you.” 

(We Must Never Forget to Give Thanks -Continued from Page 7.) 
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2020 P.N.C.C. Home Liturgical Calendar 

SEND PAYMENT AND ORDERS TO: 

P.N.C.C. CENTER 

Attn: Julie Orzell 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505-4109 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 97, Issue No. 11 17 

2020 Liturgical Reference Calendar of the P.N.C.C. (Ordo) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


18 God’s Field — November 2019 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

National Commission on Liturgy Holds Fall Meeting 

National Church Center, P.N.C.C. - Scranton, PA 

The National Commission 

on Liturgy held its third 

meeting for the 2018-2022 

term at the National 

Church Center in Scran-

ton, Pennsylvania on Octo-

ber 28, 29 and 30, 2019.   

The members present 

were: Prime Bishop 

Anthony Mikovsky, Bish-

op Bernard Nowicki, Bish-

op Paul Sobiechowski; 

Most Rev. John Swantek, 

Very Rev. Robert 

Matrimony and the Funer-

al Rite were completed.  

Addition items were ap-

proved from the Eastern 

Diocese Liturgical Com-

mission for the Para Litur-

gical Section of Rites and 

Rituals: May Devotions, 

Exposition of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament and 

Liturgy of the Word ser-

vices.  Rubrics for a Dea-

con assisting at the Con-

temporary Rite of Holy 

Nemkovich Jr., Chairman, Rev. John Kowalczyk 

Secretary, Rev. Antulio Alvarado, Rev. Carmen 

Bolock and Rev. Jason Soltysiak 

Prime Bishop Mikovsky thanked the commission for 

their work in preparing the Special Synod Opening 

Mass and serving as Masters of Ceremony for this 

Mass.  The commission spent time reviewing and 

preparing the Rite of Consecration for Bishops that 

will be held in the spring of 2020.  A review of the 

2020 Home Calendar and then the Spanish transla-

tions of the Holy Mass, Baptism, Confirmation, 

Mass was reviewed and completed.  Also, the NCL 

reviewed a portion of the Sacramentals Section for 

Rites and Rituals.  The commission gave a directive 

on not celebrating Exposition of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament immediately following Holy Mass – this 

directive will be sent to all Bishops for distribution 

and implementation where needed.   

The NCL will hold its next meeting on June 1, 2 and 

3, 2020 at the National Church Center in Scranton, 

Pennsylvania. 
Submitted by Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr. 

Front: Rt. Rev. Paul 

Sobiechowski, Most 

Rev. Anthony 

Mikovsky, Rt. Rev. 

Bernard Nowicki, Most 

Rev. John Swantek 

Rear: Rev. Jason 

Soltysiak, Very Rev. 

Robert Nemkovich, Jr., 

Rev. Carmen Bolock, 

Rev. John Kowalczyk, 

Jr., Rev. Antulio 

Alvarado 
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Central Diocese 

Clergy Appreciation Month Celebrated at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish 

Dupont, PA 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish observed October clergy appreciation month on Sunday, October 27, 2019. 

Paul Kaspriskie, parish committee chairman, honored Fr. Sr. Zbigniew Dawid, pastor, with words of apprecia-

tion and a gift from the parish during the 8:00 a.m. Mass. Following the Eucharist, the celebration was moved 

to the parish hall where everyone enjoyed brunch and cake. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

Parishioners of Holy Mother of Sorrows celebrate clergy appreciation month.   
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Holy Savior Parish, Naugatuck, CT Adult SOCL Class 

Visits St. Stanislaus Cathedral, Scranton, PA 

On Sunday, September 22, 2019, members of the 

adult SOCL class of Holy Savior Parish, Naugatuck, 

CT, along with their Pastor, Rev. Paul Dudek, and his 

wife, Aneta, were welcomed to St. Stanislaus Cathe-

dral in Scranton, PA for worship during the 9:30 a.m. 

Mass. 

The class has been studying the history of the 

P.N.C.C., and so its members felt it would be very 

worthwhile to visit St. Stanislaus Parish and other 

local sites to experience  firsthand those places and 

areas they had read about and seen only in pictures. 

Following Mass, Bishop Nowicki spent time with the 

guests, speaking about the Cathedral and the history 

of the P.N.C.C. in Scranton.  Parish Chair, Ed Borek, 

gave the visitors a tour of the Cathedral Youth Cen-

ter, which would be the venue of the October Special 

Synod. 

Later on, St. Stanislaus parishioner and Lector, Roger 

Seliga, provided them with a tour of the National 

Church Center (NCC), including the Prime Bishop’s 

Office, the NCC Chapel, the Frank Bednash Memori-

al Library and the National Archives.  They also trav-

eled to Stanislaus Cathedral Cemetery in the 

Minooka section of Scranton to view the Grotto of 

Christ Benign and to step inside Prime Bishop 

Hodur’s Mausoleum.  On their return trip to Connect-

icut they stopped in Waymart, PA, to view the Bish-

op Hodur Retreat and Recreation Center and Prime 

Bishop Hodur’s Ustronia. 

According to Ken Krasko, Vice-chair of the Holy 

Savior Parish Committee, everyone enjoyed the trip 

and appreciated the hospitality of everyone they met.  

They are sure to look back fondly on this trip for 

years to come. 

Holy Savior Parish Adult SOCL Class Visits St. Stanislaus Cathedral in Scranton, PA 
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Eastern Diocese 

A wonderful Eastern Diocese Clergy Retreat at Mer-

cy by the Sea was conducted on November 6 and 7, 

2019. Thanks to Bishop John Mack for a spiritually 

uplifting retreat. The Diocesan Clergy Conference 

also recognized those celebrating 50th and 25th 

Anniversaries of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood.  

Eastern Diocese Clergy Retreat 

Mercy by the Sea Spiritual Retreat and Conference Center, Madison, CT 
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Western Diocese 

A Busy Summer and Fall at St. Mary’s Parish 

South Bend, IN 

On June 12, the Ladies Adoration Society had their 

Annual Party at a local restaurant. Delicious food and 

fellowship was enjoyed by all those attending. 

An annual tradition continued this year on Pentecost. 

All church members wore red for the service. 

Our Clergy Pension Fund annual campaign was our 

best ever as we raised $1900!  The late Erwin Kalka, 

former choir director and Chair of the Board of Di-

rectors, will long be remembered for his dedication to 

establishing the Clergy Pension Fund which has been 

of benefit to so many of our retired clergy. 

A mini-golf outing was held in July for youth and 

adults. A great time was enjoyed by all who played. 

On July 28, Glen Bialasik and daughter were the 

guest musicians on guitar and keyboard. Following 

the service, everyone enjoyed fellowship and music 

by Glen at the hall. Red T-shirts featuring the Church 

logo and St. Mary’s Church on the front and  St. 

Mary’s Church, address, and the message, “See the 

Difference—Make a Difference” on the back were 

sold. The Outreach Team originally developed the 

idea of the shirts for our parishioners with Rachel 

Zawistowski consulting with local vendors and de-

signing the shirts. 

The Annual Church Picnic took place August 4 with 

picnic foods including desserts and beverages. Bingo 

and yard games were enjoyed by those participating. 

The St. Joseph Men’s Club attended the Pokagon Na-

tive American Festival on August 11 at the History 

Museum in South Bend. In addition to exhibits, there 

was a tour and Native American dancing. Everyone 

thought the displays in the museum were very inter-

esting and enjoyed the event. 

The Ladies Adoration Society held their Spaghetti 

Dinner on September 7. They had a large attendance 

and received good comments on the food and des-

serts. 

On September 1, Father Charles Zawistowski was 

presented with a chasuble which will be worn during 

the Christmas season. The occasion was to thank Fa-

ther Charles for 25 years as Pastor at St. Mary’s as 

well as celebrating his 30th anniversary of ordination 

to the priesthood. Remarks were presented by Kathy 

Martinczak, Chair of the Board of Directors, and Mr. 

Clarence White extended greetings from the congre-

gation. Although all members knew of the event, we 

were able to keep the celebration a secret, and Father 

Charles was definitely surprised. 

On September 19, The Wall That Heals, a ¾-sized 

replica of the Viet Nam Wall Memorial arrived in 

South Bend and was on display 24/7 until September 

22. The route The Wall traveled in South Bend was 

lined with flags and many people watching as it made 

its way passed our church to be displayed. It costs 

$46,000 to move and display the wall. All who at-

tended were emotionally moved by the display of 

names on the wall as well as exhibits depicting the 

Viet Nam War. On Sunday, September 22, Father 

Charles, Mike Mersich and Cecil Brummett, helped 

take down the wall and exhibits which took about 3 

hours. 

On October 4-5, the Annual Fall Rummage Sale took 

place at the Church Hall. The second Rummage Sale 

was November 1-2. The Hall was overflowing with 

items and we were happy to see many repeat custom-

ers from prior years. We received many favorable 

comments about the sales, which help so many from 

our community by selling items far below the cost 

found in thrift stores.  We concluded the event by do-

nating thousands of items to local women's shelters 

and homeless facilities. 

On October 6, we began our 26th Annual Community 

Drive, Phase I, to support Blue Star Moms, which 

consisted of the donation of items to make Care 

Packages for Active Duty Military. We collected 200 

nice items in just 2 weeks. 

The Outreach Team met on October 27. Several ideas 

were presented: yard signs with the Church name & 

logo, buttons referencing the Church, supporting a 

local school, a “reverse Advent” project where items 

are collected daily from December 1-25 and then do-

nated to individuals or families. Father Charles 

Zawistowski researched parish families and individu-

als to see who needed help. Plans to visit our Indiana 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 97, Issue No. 11 23 

sister parishes are being researched. Father Charles 

encouraged the Outreach Team to  coordinate efforts 

to follow the directives of the Future Direction Pro-

gram. 

As a result of the Outreach Team meeting, another 

“first” for St. Mary’s is Yard Signs for parishioners. 

The signs are red with white lettering. One side 

reads, “I Love My Church” and “Everyone is Wel-

come” and the other side lists St. Mary’s name, ad-

dress, and website. 

Also, the Outreach Team has selected a local school 

to sponsor. School items such as pens, pencils, tis-

sues, and sanitizer, and food items like granola bars, 

etc., will be donated to the school which has many 

low-income families.  This event also helps the 

teachers, who often pay for these items out of their 

own pockets. 

The St. Joseph Men’s Club sponsored a Chili Cook-

Off on Saturday, November 9, from 5-7 pm. There 

were 5 types of chili for tasting as well as macaroni, 

toppings, bread, dessert, and beverage. Many tickets 

were sold for the event. 

The Chopin Choir is collecting recipes for a cook-

book called “Then and Now” for their fundraiser. 

Recipes are being obtained from choir members and 

parishioners as well as from relatives of deceased 

church and choir members.   

A Christmas decorating committee has been formed, 

and plans are underway for Christmas decorating of 

the Church.  We always look forward to beautifully 

decorating our church as we joyfully remember 

God's love in the birth of Our Savior Jesus! 

May God bless you as we near the end of 2019. 

Submitted by Fran Lemanski 

Packing Donated Items to Help Those in Need 
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20th Annual P.N.C.C. Mission & Evangelism Workshop  - Save the Date 

“Discovering the P.N.C.C.” is the theme for the upcoming P.N.C.C. Mission & Evangelism Workshop, 

which will take place at Resurrection of Our Lord Parish in Temperance, MI, from Friday March 27 – Sunday 

March 29, 2020.  The registration fee has been waived, so that as many people as possible may attend, to 

gain a better understanding and deeper appreciation of our Church.  There will be presentations and breakout 

groups for discussion, and participants will gain practical tools for effectively sharing their faith in Christ,   

Further details will be forthcoming – in the meantime, mark your calendars and save the date. We hope to see 

you in Temperance! 
P.N.C.C. Mission and Evangelism Commission 
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