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Committed to Thanksgiving 
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

healthful skies.  To these bounties, which are so con-

stantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source 

from which they come, others have been added, 

which are of so extraordinary a nature that they can-

not fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which 

is habitually insensible to the ever watchful provi-

dence of Almighty God.”  After enumerating all of 

the wonderful blessings of the American nation and 

its people, President Lincoln goes on to say: “No hu-

man counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand 

worked out these great things.  They are gracious 

gifts of the Most High God … It has seemed to me fit 

and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently 

and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and 

voice by the whole American People.”  He ends by 

declaring to the people of the nation: “to set apart and 

observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day 

of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father 

who dwelleth in the Heavens.  And I recommend to 

them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due 

to Him for such singular deliverances and blessings, 

they do also, with humble penitence for our national 

perverseness and disobedience, commend to His ten-

der care all those who have become widows, orphans, 

mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in 

which we are unavoidably engaged.” 

So we see in this holiday of Thanksgiving, we are not 

only to give thanks for the many blessing we have 

received, but we are also to seek the forgiveness of 

Almighty God for the many ways in which we are 

responsible for removing those blessings from others.  

So as we spend some time this year focusing on giv-

ing thanks for all of the blessings we have: within our 

nation, within our families, and within our holy 

church, we are also to put that thanksgiving into ac-
(Continued on Page 3.) 

As we continue to move towards this end of the year 

that is dedicated to Commitment, we pause during 

this month of November to focus on our commitment 

to thanksgiving.  Now I’m not speaking just about 

the fourth Thursday during this month when we 

pause to remember the founding colony of pilgrims 

in Massachusetts, but rather to an attitude that should 

pervade our souls and our lives throughout the entire 

year.   

In fact, in President Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation 

of a holiday of Thanksgiving, there is no mention of 

the pilgrims.  He rather sets aside a day of Thanks-

giving for the preservation of the union which was 

involved in civil war and strife.  President Lincoln 

proclaims: “The year that is drawing to its close, has 

been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and 
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(Committed to Thanksgiving - Continued from Page 1.) 

tion.  This is what truly shows a commitment to 

thanksgiving that goes beyond just a passive feeling. 

One of the Gospel readings given for the holiday of 

Thanksgiving reminds us of this attitude.  We read in 

the Gospel of St. Luke: “Jesus said to the crowd, 

‘Avoid greed in all its forms.  A man may be 

wealthy, but his possessions do not guarantee him 

life.’  He told them a parable in these words: ‘There 

was a rich man who had a good harvest.  What shall I 

do? He asked himself.  I have no place to store my 

harvest.  I know! He said.  I will pull down my grain 

bins and build larger ones.  All my grain and my 

goods will go there.  Then I will say to myself: You 

have blessings in reserve for years to come.  Relax!  

Eat heartily, drink well.  Enjoy yourself.  But God 

said to him, You fool!  This very night your life shall 

be required of you.  To whom will all this piled up 

wealth of yours go?  That is the way it works with the 

man who grows rich for himself instead of growing 

rich in the sight of God.’” (Luke 12:15-21) 

We see within this Gospel reading that the rich man 

was very thankful for the harvest that he had re-

ceived.  In fact I’m sure that he looked upon himself 

as receiving a special blessing from Almighty God 

and was grateful for it.  But unfortunately it went no 

further.  There was no humble penitence where he 

could reflect on any sins that he may have committed, 

where he might have robbed blessings from others.  

In this extraordinary blessing from God, he now had 

the opportunity to right these wrongs, but this oppor-

tunity was squandered.  And beyond this he was not 

seeking charity and love for a neighbor.  This bless-

ing from God would have allowed him to be a bless-

ing to others and share what he had received in loving 

service, but he chose not to.  The rich man had only a 

feeling of thankfulness without the actions of true 

thankfulness. 

So now as we ponder our commitment to thanksgiv-

ing during this time of year we must realize that a 

mere sentiment or feeling is not really what is called 

for.  That alone is not truly giving thanks.  Like all of 

what we are called to within the Christian faith, ac-

tion is required.  We must put our thanksgiving into 

action.  We see this attitude fully in St. Paul’s Letter 

to the Colossians: “Because you are God’s chosen 

ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with heart-

felt mercy, with kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience.  Bear with one another; forgive whatever 

grievances you have against one another.  Forgive as 

the Lord has forgiven you.  Over all these virtues put 

on love, which binds the rest together and makes 

them perfect.  Christ’s peace must reign in your 

hearts, since as members of the one body you have 

been called to that peace.  Dedicate yourselves to 

thankfulness. … Whatever you do, whether in speech 

or in action, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Give 

thanks to God the Father through Him.” (Colossians 

3:12-15, 17) 

We see here that thankfulness is not a virtue that is 

expressed alone, rather it spreads outward to many 

others.  One who is thankful to Almighty God is one 

who has mercy, is one who is kind, is one who has 

humility, meekness and patience.  Likewise for-

giveness is a virtue of one who is thankful.  If we are 

truly thankful to God for having forgiven us, then we 

must also express that forgiveness to others.  Lastly 

the virtue of love, a love which is an all self-

sacrificing love, must be the virtue which penetrates 

all that we do.  In this way love binds the rest togeth-

er and is the ultimate expression of our thanks to 

God. 

And of course we also know that this thankfulness is 

expressed in the way in which we worship Almighty 

God.  We are called to gather together in thanksgiv-

ing to unite ourselves with Jesus Christ, to hear His 

Holy Word in the readings and have them explained 

in the Sacrament of the Word of God, to receive Him 

in the reception of Holy Communion and also to be 

united together within the entire Body of Christ that 

is the Church.  And all of this is to be done in a spirit 

of thanksgiving.  In fact the name given to our wor-

ship celebration is “Eucharist” - a word which means 

‘thanksgiving.’  It is this common worship that is tru-

ly an expression of the thanks that we show to Al-

mighty God for all of His blessings given to us and it 

spurs us to further acts of thanksgiving within our 

families, our community and our world. 

My dear brother and sisters, I encourage you, espe-

cially during this season when we are encouraged 

within our wider culture to offer thanks for all of the 

blessings we have received, let us evaluate the thanks 

that we show to God and also how we then express 

that thanks in dealing with each other. 

As I was preparing for my homilies in the upcoming 

weeks I was reading the Gospel from St. Matthew 

that is read on the 33rd Sunday this year and I was 

struck by a thought I had never considered before.  

During the parable of the talents, the Master responds 

to the servant who did well and turned the 5 talents 
(Continued on bottom of Page 24.) 
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Commit to Living Thankful Lives 

As we draw to a close this Year of Commitment 

across our Polish National Catholic Church we are 

called to commit ourselves to living thankful 

lives.  St. Paul writes in his letter to the Colossians 

(3:17): whatever you do, in word or deed, do every-

thing in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him. 

Are we grateful for the blessings God has given 

us?  Are we thankful for our faith, our family and our 

church?  Do we show our thankfulness in the manner 

in which we live our daily lives? How does your par-

ish show thankfulness to God for His many bless-

ings?  Some items for consideration during this 

month especially: Thanksgiving food drives, provid-

ing Thanksgiving meals to those in need or alone, 

drives to support homeless veterans (clothing, food, 

other items) and don't forget that the national collec-

tion week for Operation Christmas Child is Novem-

ber 13 - 20.  Just a couple of ways we can show our 

thankfulness by living as our Lord commands. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

(2010 P.N.C.C. Prayer Book) 

Father all powerful, Your gifts are countless 

and Your goodness infinite.  We come to 

You, O God, offering our most humble and 

heartfelt thanks for the many blessings we 

have received from You.  Open our hearts to 

the needs of others, so that we may share 

Your gifts in loving service.  Teach us to ex-

press our thanksgiving not only with our lips, 

but in all that we do.  We ask this through 

Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

17:11-19: On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going 

through the region between Samaria and Galilee.  As 

he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. 

Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”  When he saw 

them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to 

the priests.” And as they went, they were made 

clean.  Then one of them, when he saw that he was 

healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 

voice.  He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and 

thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus 

asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, 

where are they?  Was none of them found to return 

and give praise to God except this foreigner?”  Then 

he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your 

faith has made you well.” 

Let us make sure we are always like the one that re-

turned praising God and being thankful! 

May we show our thankfulness to God not just in our 

words, but more importantly buy our actions.  May 

God bless you and your family.  

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

P.N.C.C. Supreme Council Future Direction 

Committee 
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survived and developed or that it could have as-

sumed its historic role.” 

In the absence of a full biography of Bishop Francis 

Hodur, this book is the best available to give you a 

sense of his life, relationships and accomplishments. 

All but three of the articles in this book, slightly re-

vised, were originally published in P.N.C.C. Studies. 

Two were published in Polish American Studies and 

one, Reminiscences, was written by Bishop Anthony 

Rysz for this book. 

The book is organized in twelve sections: Outlining 

the Task; Documenting the Labor; Origins, Depar-

tures and Beginnings; Embarking on New Life; Seek-

ing Redress of Grievances; Making and Writing His-

tory; Striving for Social Justice; Alliances and Disal-

liances; Debates and Exchanges; Religious Indepen-

dentism Among America’s Catholic Immigrants; Ris-

ing to the Defense; An End or A Means?; and Re-

cording Memories. Only two of the sections have 

more than one essay. Each section introductory write 

up summarizes the essays which follow. There are 

notes for each segment which will help you find ad-

ditional information. The book has an index to help 

guide you in your reading. 

Outlining the Task has two segments, Scratching the 

Surface: A Few notes for a contemplated biography 

of Bishop Francis Hodur and Filling In: Observa-

tions, Biographical, and Historical, on Bishop Hodur 

and his church. Looking for information is often a 

treasure hunt, one never knows for sure what will be 

found and what new paths will be opened by the in-

formation found. 

Dr. Wieczerzak said that after he met with the Bishop 

Hodur Biographical Commission and agreed to write 

a biography of Bishop Hodur, he began his data col-

lection effort by reading the issues of Straż. His pre-

liminary readings led him to say, “If at this early 

point I had to evoke a few words describing the 

Hodur I have come to know as a result of this bare 

“surface scratching,” they would be “determined” 

and “militant” and “knowledgeable.” The tone of the 

writing of this cleric then barely in his thirties often 

raged in the Straż columns like that of an Old Testa-

ment prophet.” 

The “Filling In” essay discusses the search for find-

ing new sources and new materials. It talks about the 
(Continued on Page 6.) 

Bishop Francis Hodur Biographical Essays 

This 312 page book, written by Dr. Joseph 

Wieczerzak and edited by Theodore L. Zawistowski, 

was published by the Bishop Hodur Biographical 

Commission, Central Diocese in 1998. The ISBN 

number is 0-944497-12-8. It is part of the publica-

tions of East European Monographs and distributed 

by Columbia University Press. 

In the Introduction, the editor says “The Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church has a special place in Chris-

tian life and in American religious history, and in 

Poland as well. One may note, for example, the fol-

lowing details. 

The Polish National Catholic Church: 

a. is recognized as the most significant schism of 

the Roman Catholic Church in the United 

States; 

b. is the only American Denomination to have its 

Holy Orders formally recognized by the Roman 

Catholic Church as valid, similar to the recogni-

tion given to the Orthodox Church; 

c. is the only American Denomination to have 

shared a Rite of Reconciliation with the Roman 

Catholic Church; 

d. is the only American Denomination to have for-

mal Intercommunion with the Episcopal Church 
[Note: Intercommunion with the Episcopal Church was 

suspended in 1976 and terminated in 1978.];  

e. is the only officially recognized member of the 

Old Catholic Union of Utrecht, through which it 

received its apostolic succession [Note: Ties with 

the Old Catholic Union of Utrecht were severed in 2003.]; 

f. is perhaps the only American Denomination first 

organized in the United States by immigrants to 

have subsequently established a missionary 

branch back in their Roman Catholic homeland 

within the first generation; 

g. is the most significant religious reform move-

ment among the Poles since the Reformation. 

 

One figure stands out in the formative history of the 

Polish National Catholic Church, that of Bishop 

Francis Hodur, its organizer and first bishop, who 

led it through its first half-century. Without his 

charismatic leadership, it is unlikely that the Polish 

National Catholic Church movement would have 
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Hodur birthplace and its environs, the research task 

done by Wojciech Krawczuk, a student of the Jagiel-

lonian University which uncovered two documents; 

one being two drawings  prepared by Franciszek 

Hodur in 1883 while he was a first year student at St. 

Anne’s Gymnasium, and the other being information 

for Hodur genealogy. One drawing is a sketch of the 

village of Żarki, and the other is a southern view 

from the Hodur home; both drawings are included in 

this book. The family name of Franciszek Hodur’s 

mother was Hodur, not Kossowska as previously 

thought. This segment continues with information 

about Franciszek Hodur’s time as a high school stu-

dent at St. Anne’s Gymnasium. It says “Except for 

his first semester, Franciszek Hodur was exempted 

from payment of tuition at St. Anne’s. Such exemp-

tion was based on conduct, scholarship and need, 

and was not rare. The summary of grounds for re-

quest for a certificate of poverty [swiadectwo ubóst-

wa] noted that his father was a laborer [wyrobnik] 

with seven young children. Approval of tuition ex-

emptions at St. Anne’s was made by a conference of 

the faculty.” 

This essay continues with Franciszek Hodur’s time 

as a seminarian in Cracow. Definitive information on 

him as a seminarian was uncovered by Andrzej Hałas 

and presented at the 1986 symposium sponsored by 

the Polish Catholic Church for the 120th anniversary 

of Bishop Hodur’s birth. He found that Franciscus 

Joannis Hodur, in an 1892 record, had a C. M. O. 

[Latin for Cleric of Minor Order]. Franciszek 

Hodur’s dismissal from the seminary was due to a 

dispute about the food that was being served. The 

records noted that “When the food situation did not 

improve after the visit, students protested collectively 

by not eating seminary meals though not going on a 

hunger strike.” 

His departure and his early days in America are dis-

cussed next. Franciszek Hodur wrote an article about 

this part of his life, which was published in three is-

sues of the Milwaukee Kuryer Polski [Polish Couri-

er] in 1893. Translations of these articles are includ-

ed in this book. The ordination of Franciszek Hodur 

was publicized in the Scranton Republican newspa-

per and almanac as well as the Scranton diocesan 

newspaper. Father Hodur had his first Mass in a Nan-

ticoke parish; he was assigned to be the assistant to 

Father Richard Aust, at Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 

Mary in Scranton’s South side. “When the anti-Aust 

disturbances broke out at Sacred Heart in 1896, Fa-

ther Hodur was already the first pastor (with the 

blessing of Father Gramlewicz) of the newly-formed 

Holy Trinity parish in Nanticoke.” 

Other discussions concerned the activities on the way 

to the consecration of Father Hodur, his relationships 

to the Polish Socialist Alliance, the Polish National 

Alliance and with Father Wacław Kruszka. 

Francis Hodur’s First American Year in 1893 in-

cludes: a photograph of Seminarian Franciszek 

Hodur and three of his friends taken in December 

1892; M/S Sorrento, the ship which brought him to 

America; a photocopy of the Passenger list; an ac-

count of the August 14, 1893 ordination article from 

the Scranton Republican newspaper; the Scranton 

Republican Almanac of 1893; and the studio portrait 

of newly ordained Father Francis Hodur. 

Father Francis Hodur’s February 16, 1898 petition to 

Rome included the following. “Prostrating ourselves 

humbly at your feet, We request the following: 1. 

That the Polish people in the United States have a 

bishop or representative to the Delegate of the Holy 

See in Washington who can use the Polish Language. 

2. That the material goods of the churches, that is, 

the schools, residences and church offices be entirely 

the property of the faithful. 3. That the people have 

some influence on the selection of their pastors.” The 

Prefect of the Congregation, the exiled Polish Cardi-

nal Mieczysław Ledóchowski, set the procedure for 

Bishop Kozłowski’s excommunication in motion 

and, simultaneously, directed that Father Hodur be 

informed that the petition and memorial were contra-

ry to the laws and canons of the Roman Catholic 

Church (RCC) and unacceptable. Father Hodur was 

subsequently excommunicated by Scranton Coadju-

tor Bishop Michael Hoban, acting on the authority of 

the Ordinary, Bishop William O‘Hara. 

This book has a discussion of the writing of Rev. 

Wenceslaus Kruszka in the newspaper Kuryer Polski 

[Polish Courier] and in his book Historya Polska w 

Ameryce [Polish History in America] about Father 

Hodur and the Polish National Catholic Church 

(P.N.C.C.). His multi-volume book had three editions 

and his view changed from edition to edition.  

In the segment called ‘Striving For Social Justice’ Dr. 

Wieczerzak said “It should come as no surprise that 

Bishop Hodur, the son of a poor peasant, was drawn 

to the ideas of Social Justice...The hardships endured 

by the ordinary folk often seemed to be of concern to 

   Ł   ł   ą   Ą   ć   Ć   ę   Ę   ń   Ń   ó   Ó   ś   Ś   ź   Ź   ż   Ż  

(Continued on Page X.) 

(Bp. Francis Hodur Biographical Essays - Continued from Page 5.) 
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no one. If however, the workers could learn to stand 

together, things might be changed for the better.” It 

was noted that “Those in the seminary soon began 

making insinuations regarding his association with 

‘godless persons and masons’ and assuming that he 

was a socialist. They gave him to understand that it 

would be better for him to sever his ties with it before 

seeking ordination.” Father Hodur was shocked by 

the plight of the poorly paid coal miners and factory 

workers who were his parishioners as well as by the 

callousness of some fellow clergymen who extorted 

fees and donations from their impoverished parish-

ioners with threats of withholding of the sacraments 

and Christian burials. Father Hodur conducted educa-

tional evenings at St. Stanislaus on Sundays. Several 

of these had labor topics such as ‘Labor and Worker 

Organization’ and the ‘Dignity of the Worker’. 

It was reported in Straż that Father Hodur spoke at 

the League for Political Education in New York City 

on December 4, 1905. The address was requested by 

the Polish Revolutionary Committee and was given 

in English. 

The relationship between Bishop Hodur and the 

Polish National Alliance (PNA) is discussed. “The 

monstrance still in use for exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament in St. Stanislaus Cathedral in Scranton 

was donated to the parish by a branch of the Polish 

National Alliance [Związek Narodowy Polski], ap-

parently around the year 1898.” Father Hodur’s first 

parish, Holy Trinity in Nanticoke, was a parish 

founded by PNA members. The first Synod in 1904 

had attendees of 14 PNA groups. 

Two debates are discussed, the Bishop Hodur’s 1908 

meeting at an old time sanatorium (health club) with 

Wincenty Lutowsławski [Polish Philosopher] and the 

four debates in 1920 in Scranton between Bishop 

Hodur and Father Zychowicz [pastor of Sacred 

Hearts of Jesus and Mary RCC] Two were held at St. 

Stanislaus and two at Sacred Hearts. On Bishop 

Hodur’s insistence, the debates were open to the gen-

eral public. One thousand tickets were printed for 

use at St. Stanislaus and 800 for use at Sacred Heart. 

Extensive coverage was given by four Scranton 

Newspapers, Scranton Times, Scranton Republican, 

Straż and Republika-Gornik. 

The next essay of 42 pages, discusses the multi-

ethnic outreaches of the P.N.C.C., Hungarian, Ital-

ian, Lithuanian, Czechoslovak, Puerto-Rican, Croa-

tian, and Slovak. This segment also gives some in-

sight into the investigative research process of reli-

gious independentism among America’s Catholic 

immigrants. 

The letter to the editor of the Scranton Times, written 

by Bishop Hodur, about the Kielce, Poland riot 

where 41 Jews died is included in this book. It was in 

a response to an article written by George Sokolsky, 

published in the Scranton Times on July 13, 1946. 

Bishop Hodur’s recollection of his Consecration by 

Old Catholic Bishops in the Netherlands in 1907 was 

written on the 33rd anniversary of the consecration. 

The last article, written by Bishop Anthony Rysz, 

was about his recollections of growing up in St. 

Stanislaus, becoming a seminarian, being an assistant 

to the Pastor and Bishop Hodur’s last days. 

There are two photographs near the end of the book: 

one was of Bishop Hodur preaching a sermon in 

1940 during the Annual Fourth of July observance in 

Scranton, PA, and the other was of Bishop Hodur, 

his brother Jakub and their four sisters. 

I urge you to read this book to expand your 

knowledge of the organizer of the P.N.C.C.  The 

P.N.C.C. Book Department does not have this book 

in its inventory.  This book can be purchased, used, 

from Amazon for about $21.00.   

Joseph Francis Seliga 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 
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The Polish National Catholic Church has a limited number of full color 2018 home liturgical calendars for sale on 

a first-come, first-served basis.  This wall calendar with original photographs for each month includes 

information concerning P.N.C.C. holy days. You can pre-order your calendars for your parish or yourself by using 

the chart below to calculate costs.  Your order will be shipped as soon as the calendars become available (late No-

vember/early December). Thank you for your continued support of this Church-wide endeavor. 

If you haven’t ordered yours yet, HURRY AND ORDER TODAY! 

Orders have exceeded our expectations and we now have a very limited number (less than 500) available for 

purchase!  Once we sell out, wall calendars will not be available for purchase until next year. 

PLEASE NOTE that an additional $30.00 is required for ad setup for a sponsor (quite often a funeral 

director) and specific parish information regarding Sunday services, telephone numbers, name of pastor, etc. 

Orders will not be customized if fee is not included. 

Please place your order as soon as possible so that we can ship your calendars to you before the New Year.  

Total payment (including calculable shipping costs) must accompany order. If you pick up your order at the 

National Church Center, there will be no shipping charge. 

SEND PAYMENT AND ORDERS TO: 

Polish National Catholic Church 

Attn: Julie Orzell 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505-4109 

Complete and send in order slip with your payment.  Only pre-paid calendar orders will be shipped. 

You will be invoiced for shipping costs if they must be calculated at the time of packing. 

2018 P.N.C.C. Calendar Order Form 

2018 Home Liturgical Calendars 
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God’s Field Appeal for Christmas Greetings 

It is not too early to start thinking about publishing your Christmas greetings in the December issue of God’s 

Field. 

In past years your responses to our appeals have been very enthusiastic and we sincerely hope your generosity 

and support will continue this year. 

The cost for publishing Christmas greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00.  Due to space 

constraints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text. 

An online form can be found on the pncc.org website at: pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/

online_greeting_form_2017.pdf 

ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY 

NOVEMBER 30, 2017 IN ORDER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CHRISTMAS ISSUE. 

Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order payable to God’s Field, 

to: 

God’s Field - Christmas Greetings 

National Church Center 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Thank you for your continued support. 

The 2018 Liturgical Reference Calendar 

Orders for the 2018 Liturgical Reference Calendar – Ordo – are now being accepted.  The cost of the 

Liturgical Calendar is $12.75 per book for pickup-up orders or $15.50 per book for mail orders to U.S.; 

$18.75 USD per book for mail orders to Canada.  To order, please fill out the order form, below, and 

make check or money order payable to The Polish National Catholic Church – LRC and send to: 

The Polish National Catholic Church – L R C, Attn: Secretary to Prime Bishop 

1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505-4109 

Ordos will be shipped as soon as the calendars are available (late November). 

http://pncc.org/
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Ages and Stages – from the National Youth Chaplain 

As we continue to move through this fall season of 

catechetical instruction and Sunday school experi-

ence, I would like us to look at some essential youth 

ministry questions: 

 When you were in fifth grade what did you 

dream to be as your adult self? 

 When you were in middle school, who was 

your best friend, what did you do together, 

and how much are you, outside of social me-

dia, still connected with that friend? 

 In high school, what were two points of argu-

ment with your parents? 

 Why is it wise and important to look back 

when you work with teenagers? 

In an inexhaustible list of possibilities, it allows you 

to: 

 Relate ability. 

 Develop compassion towards your students as 

you remember yourself. 

 Have patience. 

 Forget the intensity of being a teenager. 

If you’re into parent ministry or work with teenagers, 

it’s important to undergo this exercise.  Isn’t it true 

for those of us in youth ministry that, if our kids did-

n’t come with a set of parents’ agendas, our job 

would be a whole lot easier? 

Current research still tells us that parents are the most 

important people in a kid’s life.  Even if parents are 

not in a good place, their offspring still look to them 

to be that moral agent in their lives. 

If there is one thing that we can pool together as both 

youth workers and parents is that this is the age 

where our kids will pull away from dependence to 

independence.  And I know that seems simple, but in 

many cases the parents just don’t get it.   Not only is 

this a natural move, but it is an essential move. 

This is how I explain it to both my kids and their par-

ents: If you were to take your left hand and make a 

fist – these are the parents; and if you take your other 

hand and cover the fist with this hand – this is (these 

are) the offspring. The offspring cannot, cannot, 

leave their parents. During storms they run and jump 

in bed with you; will pull behind them a “Hello Kit-

ty” blanket and sleep on the floor next to their par-

ents; you try to introduce them to people at the mall, 

they hide behind your leg; you take them to daycare, 

and they cried and cried and cried when you walk 

away; take him on the first day of school and they’re 

hesitant to leave. But, at the age of 12 or 13, some-

thing happens - we see kids who start shutting the 

door, putting in their ear buds, start saying 

“whatever” and rolling their eyes.  Kids who say “I 

can do it myself,” “Dad, drop me off three blocks 

away from school and don’t kiss me when I get out of 

the car.”  It just starts to happen; and for most par-

ents, it’s really a difficult process, but especially so 

for the moms.   

The moms (think Beverly from “the Goldbergs”) feel 

their kids pulling away and they just don’t understand 

it. This is a needed, natural, and important process.  

Not only do I teach parents this but their kids have to 

be taught it as well; often by saying “you have to give 

your parents some slack; you needed your parents for 

12 years and now you’re starting to separate from 

them. That’s a hard thing for them to understand.” 

For those of you who to teach 4th, 5th and 6th grade, 

possibly 7th, or oversee birth to college, think for a 

moment how you see this movement from depend-

ence to independence play out in your educational 

environment. (I’ll wait, I’ll be humming the 

“Jeopardy” theme.) 

Basically, in this relationship between parents, youth 

and youth workers, it can be said that the parents are 

the meal and youth workers are the vitamins.  I’ll 

leave that analogy for you to masticate on for a mo-

ment. 

Our ministry should be one of coming alongside of 

parents during the transitional time of middle school 

and early high school.  We need to invest in parents 

as our allies and eliminate the risk of them being our 

enemies.  I know that “enemies” is a strong term, but 

there exists a possibility of a wedge coming in be-

tween you and the parents of the youth in your youth 

ministry.  And here’s why – you are the coolest thing 

ever! And the moms and the dads are telling them to 

clean their rooms, get in on time, do the homework, 

put the cell phone down, etc.  And you just sugar 

them up, play games with them, tell jokes, play “pass 

the orange” and send them home. So they think you 

are awesome. 

This relationship with parents is huge. For those of 

you who are younger and working with youth, the 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 95, Issue No. 11 11 

challenge for you is greater. But, as in all relation-

ships, communication is key. If you communicate 

with parents to want to partner with them in the faith 

development of their young people, then confronta-

tions will be few and glad times will be many. 

Let’s look at some ages and stages: 

Preteen – Parents need to start letting go, but they 

don’t quite know what that looks like. They’ve read 

the books, watched Dr. Phil; but again, parents need 

a little insight into this stage. Current research uses 

the bike analogy – you start your child off with a 

bike with training wheels, then you move to a smaller 

bike with the parent running alongside holding onto 

the seat, then he moved to a bigger bike with your 

own alongside, until you give them a bigger bike and 

they’re off for themselves. They may fall, they may 

swerve, or they may go around the block. Parents are 

content … until they lose sight of their child. Not 

quite sure how this letting go thing works. So we 

have the opportunity to help them. 

Middle school – This is the stage where, as we said 

before, “drop me off here,” “don’t kiss me as I get 

out the door,” “my room door is shut” – the kids are 

assisting parents in this letting go although the par-

ents don’t want the assistance.  This is normal and 

needed, but sometimes it is rough for parents with a 

sensitive heart. 

High school – Here it is difficult for parents to navi-

gate through the parent/child situation.  The parents 

will say to you “I know that in a few years my child 

will be in college, and he’ll be making these deci-

sions on his own, but I’m still responsible for him, I 

still pay his insurance, still pay his cell phone.” 

Having said this, there must be a way to give our stu-

dents more structure as they move through these vari-

ous stages that we’ve identified. Teaching the deep 

theological concepts of our faith would most usefully 

be done in middle school. However, developmentally 

you can’t. To grab them, at best, would be at the be-

ginning of their senior year. The deep spiritual con-

cepts of our faith could then be better grasped.  If 

they are not able to have that CEO set in their mind 

then you have to provide for them the structure and 

direction to accept these important spiritual concepts 

of our faith. 

Preteen - Keep devotionals and instruction simple, 

providing visuals, and keep your sessions 15 to 20 

minutes in length. Kids in this age group get really 

squirrelly and fidgety after about 20 minutes; again, 

because developmentally they’re not there yet. This 

would then lead to the possibility that as you move 

into the next stages, developmentally, they’re able to 

sit for longer periods and therefore able to absorb 

more in their brain and socially as well. 

For middle school students (and this comes from our 

friend Mark Ostreicher) you must help them use their 

spiritual muscle. He uses the analogy that as muscles 

may atrophy in our body if we don’t use them, so may 

our abstract muscle if we don’t exercise it.  And to 

help our middle schoolers, it is necessary to throw out 

every once a while these abstract concepts and have 

them kind of work through them and therefore allow-

ing them to be able to exercise that level of spirituali-

ty where they currently are.  When teaching 7th, 8th, 

and 9thgrade students you may say to the 9th graders 

“You are going to love this, and you 7th and 8th grad-

ers come along for the ride”; or you can say 7th or 8th 

graders “You get this; just kind of think about it and 

let it kind of sit there for a while and let it work on 

your spirit.”  You affirm the kids that have made that 

move and encourage the kids that are not quite there 

yet.   

When offering these exercises that affect our abstract 

muscle, you will find your students questioning about 

what they’re learning. Do not be afraid. They are just 

working this abstract muscle and developing the 

frontal cortex of their brain. And here’s where we can 

be of extreme help to our parents. Beginning in 7th or 

8th grade as they begin to develop this abstract mus-

cle, the parents may experience a kind of push back 

on things they want done. For an obedient child it 

was, “get in your car seat,” and their kid would jump 

right in. Now beginning in this stage, they begin to 

ask, “Why?” And this gets back to the normalcy par-

ents need to understand; it’s not necessarily rebellion, 

it’s questioning.  And here’s where we begin to see 

the modern malady of the Church: kids will say to 

their parents, “I don’t think I want to go to church.” 

And parents fear that they will indeed leave the 

Church. This is where we have to keep questioning 

from becoming conflict; because if they’re not asking 

questions, especially about their faith, then they’re not 

growing. And that would be of greater concern to 

both youth workers and parents. 

You may be asking, “How do the physical changes in 

our learners affect this development?” The only rele-

vant discussion concerning this topic can be within 
(Continued on Page 12.) 
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(Ages and Stages - Continued from Page 11.) 

the middle school age range. This is because the most 

drastic changes occurred during these years, second 

only to the range from infant to toddler. The most 

physical changes take place in middle school. If you 

think of infants that can’t eat for themselves, cannot 

control their hygiene, can’t walk, and then in a short 

period of time are able to do all these things, the only 

other time you’re going to see more of this goal de-

velopmental change is in middle school. And for 

those of my blessed few, the males who are the pri-

mary youth worker in the parish, it would be good 

for you to have an adult woman in your youth group 

who can be your “go to person” who can help you 

normalize these situations when they arise in your 

youth group. You should never publicly 

acknowledge those physical changes when they be-

come apparent in the operation of your class.  

For instance, we should never acknowledge the 

squeaking of the voice for boys going through puber-

ty.  

Your female helper could help you strategize ways of 

dealing with physically developing females. The two 

of you together can help navigate through this time 

of raging hormones within the developing bodies of 

your students.  Consider these changes when plan-

ning teams, retreats, activities. 

A good phrase to consider - acknowledge the exter-

nal, but focus on the internal. Acknowledge perhaps 

when one of your students has their braces removed, 

notice when a girl gets some layers of color in her 

hair; pattern very quickly to who they are in their 

character. 

What about social changes? 

Preteen - Their social interactions are proximity-

based. They can’t go for more than a mile on their 

bicycles so their whole world is their neighborhood, 

their friends, people who interact with their parents 

and these parents’ kids. 

Middle school - Interactions are affinity-based. 

Who’s on my soccer team? Who’s in my dance 

class? Who’s in my AP classes? Who’s in the orches-

tra with me? Interactions also become niche-based. 

Socially, they become more self-aware. Students will 

begin to care about what other people are thinking 

about them and how they affect that.   

High school – They are affinity based and more so; 

the choices that their friends are making affect their 

friendships.  There is a deep desire for intimacy in 

high school. 

So what can we do about all this? 

In preteen, design events that promote healthy rela-

tionships and connections. 

In middle school, it’s important to acknowledge their 

inner character while validating their need to be liked 

and accepted.   

In high school, support them in their acknowledging 

the choices that their friends are making, appropriate-

ly challenging them. Your conversations with your 

students about these connections in high school are 

going to be very different than similar discussions 

you have with preteen students. 

And now the best for last: the spiritual components. 

Preteens - Begin to ask questions.  Your 5th and 6th 

grade students may begin to push back when you 

begin to ask questions about their faith. This could be 

attributed to their electronic culture, where they are 

able to see and experience. 

Middle school – They’re moving from abstract and 

concrete thinking and this, for example, you will see 

them making Jesus’ sacrifice personal.  They come to 

the realization that He did that because I do this. 

High school – They come to personal conflict be-

tween their faith and the world. They begin to see 

hypocrisy around them.  They see kids in their cate-

chism class who come to church and yet they also see 

them partying on a Friday night; or, have a Muslim 

friend who’s more kind and gentle and forgiving than 

even some of their friends who go to their church. 

And so they begin to question if their faith is the right 

faith. Or, are these other faiths something to consid-

er? They begin to ask deep, complicated questions. 

So how to address these: 

Preteen – Create spaces where questions can be asked 

and journey to find the answers with them. If you’ve 

been in the Church all your life, your tendency is to 

give them a neat little packaged answer to their really 

tough and complicated question.  There are many sto-

ries of adults who recall experiences in this changing 

time of their life when they were, unfortunately, giv-

en simple answers. 

Middle school – Give them opportunities to make 

their faith their own.  Explain assurance of salvation. 

(Continued on bottom of Page 19.) 
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Parishes Amount 

Parishes of the Buffalo Pittsburgh Diocese $3,356.22 

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH $1,825.00 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA $1,066.00 

Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA $830.00 

Holy Cross Parish, Central Falls, RI $779.00 

Holy Trinity Parish, Washington, PA $641.00 

St. Stanislaus Cathedral, Scranton, PA $580.00 

PNC Church of the Holy Trinity & St. Joseph, Linden, NJ $570.00 

St. Casimir's Parish, Lowell, MA $529.00 

Our Lord's Ascension Parish, Bethlehem, PA $510.00 

Guardian Angel Parish, Los Angeles, CA $501.00 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Plymouth, PA $425.00 

St. Joseph's Parish, Westfield, MA $400.00 

All Saints Parish, Sterling Heights, MI $400.00 

Parroquia San Juan Bautista, Chicago, IL $391.00 

St. Mary's Parish, West Allis, WI $385.00 

SS. Cyril & Methodius Parish, Chicago, IL $290.00 

Holy Trinity Parish, Kewanee, IL $260.00 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Schenectady, NY $238.00 

SS Peter & Paul Parish, S Milwaukee, WI $220.00 

St. John the Baptist Parish, Hazleton, PA $215.00 

St. John the Baptist Parish, Manchester, CT $200.00 

St. John the Baptist Parish, Frackville, PA $185.00 

Church of the Transfiguration, New Britain, CT $174.00 

St. John the Baptist Parish, Manchester, CT $146.00 

St. Mary's Parish, Duryea, PA $135.00 

Holy Name of Jesus Slovak Parish, Passaic, NJ $100.00 

St. Francis Mission, McHenry, IL $90.00 

Our Savior Mission, Hobart, IN $80.00 

St. Mary's By the Sea Parish, St. Augustine, FL $73.00 

SS Peter & Paul Parish, McAdoo, PA $68.00 

Individuals Amount 

John & Linda Mietlick, Clinton, CT $300.00 

Joseph & Carol Nasser, Scranton, PA $250.00 

Rt. Rev. Bernard & Barbara Nowicki, Scranton, PA $200.00 

Mrs. J. Terricola $169.50 

Most Rev. Robert & Florence Nemkovich, Cape Coral, FL $100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Sikora, Cape Coral, FL $100.00 

Most Rev. Anthony & Carol Mikovsky, Scranton, PA $50.00 

Julie Ann Orzell, Scranton, PA $30.00 

Robert & Drzewiecki, West Senica, NY $25.00 

Jeanne Kowalski, Scranton, PA $25.00 

Total $16,911.72 

P.N.C.C. Hurricane Relief 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the P.N.C.C. Hurricane Relief effort. 
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Central Diocese 

Sermon, Soup & Sandwich 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish held its 8th "Sermon, 

Soup & Sandwich" series event on Saturday, October 

21, 2017. Jack Kuligowski was our guest speaker for 

the second time (last year he spoke about Tadeusz 

Kosciuszko). This time he had a presentation 

about  “General Casimir Pułaski, Polish & American 

Hero".  

The "Sermon, Soup & Sandwich" series is held 2 or 3 

times per year in the Fall/Winter season in our parish. 

Our past guest speakers included: Rev. Dr. Walter 

Placek, Dr. Jim Ploskonka, Dr. Neil Stahurski, Paul 

Kobierecki, Dr. Barbara Liberasky-Nowicki, Dr. 

Samuel Alfano and Jack Kuligowski. 

These events are open to all and free of charge. The 

purpose of this series is to promote fellowship and 

provide learning about important topics including 

history, science, liturgy, music, theology, health and 

many others. 

Special thanks to Al Micka who searches for and in-

vites our guest speakers, to Very Rev. Zbigniew 

Dawid who prepares and prints the event programs 

and to Carol Bondurich who, with the help of other 

ladies, prepares soup and sandwiches. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 
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Pulaski Day 

Manchester, NH 

On Oct. 1, the Polish community of Manchester, NH and friends celebrated the annual Pulaski Day with a 

ceremony at Pulaski Park. 

Manchester Mayor Ted Gatsas; Aurore Eaton and Patricia 

Howard, volunteers on the Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski 

Monument Restoration Project; Bishop Paul Sobiechowski of 

the Holy Trinity Cathedral, Polish National Catholic Church; 

and Mary Ann Skwierz and Bill Zygadlo, chairs of the Pulaski 

Day Committee. 

Eastern Diocese 

Because they’re able to make that salvation personal, 

they can see how they can be a part of it. They cannot 

see the connection between Jesus’ words “I will nev-

er leave you”.  We need to center them in Ephesians 

1:3 – 14.  We must teach them that this is a guaran-

tee, a deposit for your salvation. 

High school – Encourage them to lean into the ten-

sion, acknowledging our broken world, and provide 

teaching and resources on other world views.  Teach 

them to feed themselves.  We want to help them lean 

into the Christian faith and know that God can handle 

their questions.  We must teach them to read the 

(Ages and Stages continued from Page 12.) Word, be in prayer, be in worship, be in community.  

We must do this because when they leave us they 

may go to a college doesn’t have a great program.  

They’ve got to be able to feed themselves. 

I know this is a “101” presentation, but I hope I shed 

some light on possible situations within your youth 

groups in your instruction times. I’d love to continue 

the conversation if you have any questions or would 

like to continue to strategize on events or just share; I 

would appreciate that opportunity. 

Bishop Stan Bilinski, bpbilinski@sbcglobal.net 

(I am still learning to use “Twitter,” “Snapchat” and 

all other iterations.) 
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Western Diocese 

Holy Cross Parish PTO, Hamtramck, MI, organized 

the 11th annual school supply drive for Hamtramck 

Public Schools. 

This year Hamtramck High School was the recipient 

of our donations.  The school has 1035 students in 

grades 9 through 12.  We contacted the school in 

May to get their wish list, and throughout the sum-

mer collected generous donations of school supplies 

and winter outerwear for the students. 

On Tuesday, August 29, 2017, our Pastor, Very Rev. 

Jaroslaw Nowak, and parishioners were greeted by 

principal, Mr. Chris Vraniak, and counselor, Linda 

Cobb.  They expressed great appreciation for our ef-

forts.  The school staff helped unload our three vehi-

cles full of needed school supplies. 

Thank you very much to everyone who supported 

this important community outreach project.  We send 

good luck wishes and God’s Blessings to the students 

attending the high school this fall. 

Submitted by Kathy Chockley 

School Supply Drive 

Holy Cross Parish, Hamtramck, MI 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 95, Issue No. 11 21 

Clerical Elevation 

St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH 

On Friday, September 15, 2017, student James Plos-

konka received his first Minor Orders on his journey 

to become a Deacon in the Polish National Catholic 

Church.  

Cleric Jim has been in the Diaconate Program for 

over a year, having taken Liturgy, Scripture, and 

Church History classes while also going through a 

practicum with Father Jason.  

Bishop Stanley Bilinski, Bishop Ordinary of the 

Western Diocese as well as members of the Diaco-

nate Program made the decision to grant him the 

Tonsure as well as the Minor Orders of Porter, Lec-

tor, and Blesser.  

Bishop Bilinski led the prayer service, which consist-

ed of the Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 

the Litany to the Most Blessed Sacrament, the ton-

sure and conferral of Minor Orders, and the Liturgy 

of the Word of God.  

After conferring the Orders, Bishop Bilinski called 

upon everyone present as witnesses and even assis-

tants to Cleric Jim’s growth towards the Diaconate. 

He implored everyone to give him progress reports 

on his service to the parish as well as on Christ’s al-

tar.  

We thank Bishop for making the trip to Parma to 

confer the Orders, as well as to Father John Cramer, 

who is in charge of the Diaconate Program for our 

diocese and who served as Arch-Deacon of the ser-

vice. Further thanks to our trusty and talented parish 

photographer, Gene Stepanik, to Cleric Jim’s wife 

Elaine and friends for putting together a refreshing 

spread after the service, and to all who attended the 

service. 

May we keep Cleric Jim in our prayers as he works to 

further his relationship with God and his parish. Over 

the next couple of years, he will be working towards 

the minor order of Acolyte, then Sub- Deacon, and 

finally, Deacon. 

Rev. Jason Soltysiak 
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Blessing of the Animals at All Saints Parish 

Sterling Heights, MI 

On Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017, All Saints Parish held its 

annual Blessing of the Animals in honor of the Feast 

of St. Francis of Assisi. 

It was a perfect fall day to hold our event and the sun 

was shining brightly.  Parishioners and friends gath-

ered on the front lawn of the church with their 

“furry” family members as Father Senior Jaroslaw 

Nowak conducted a short prayer service for the ani-

mals and their families asking God to keep them safe 

and healthy and heal those who were ailing.   Prayers 

were also offered for the deceased pets and blessings 

given upon their cremains.  All the animals seemed 

to know that this was a special time for them; a time 

of respect and silence, as they all sat quietly or laid 

down during the service. 

Following the service, Father Nowak greeted each 

family and blessed each animal individually.  After 

the blessing, there were refreshments of cider and do-

nuts for the families and biscuit treats and water for 

the animals to enjoy.  The leftover animal treats were 

donated to the Serenity Animal Clinic in Sterling 

Heights.  Monetary donations received were given to 

the Humane Society of Ogemaw County and the 

Michigan Humane Society. 

 “DZIĘKUJĘ” Father Senior Nowak for celebrating 

this service with the beautiful prayers and kind words 

you offered to all.    

“THANK YOU” Marcia and Dwight Berend for once 

again sharing all your time and efforts in organizing 

this very wonderful tradition and making it special 

for the families and their big/ little “Best Friends” 

that God created for us to enjoy and love…   

Submitted by Sharon Stachurski 
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Friends of Sunday School Halloween Party 

All Saints Parish, Sterling Heights, MI 

On Sunday, October 29th, a “good” witch and her 

friends decided it would be fun to celebrate after 

Mass with a pre-Halloween party for all our Sunday 

school children and families.  So she looked through 

her witch’s Book of Halloween Fun and found 

games like “Pin The Nose on the Pumpkin,” “Ring 

Toss on a Black Octopus’ Legs,” “Halloween Bingo” 

and “Ghostly Tummy Ball Toss.” 

The witch’s daughter thought it would be fun to have 

a ”Halloween Piñata” filled with spiders, snakes, bats 

and treats, and see who would pull the “magic 

string” to release them for our little goblins.  More of 

the witch’s other friends agreed to bake Halloween 

cupcakes … rather than little boys and girls … deco-

rated with ghosts, mummies and more in their ovens 

and serve them up with apple juice and cider through 

pumpkin straws. No “poison” apples at this party!      

“Oh my!” thought the “good” witch. “After all that 

excitement there should be time to sit for a ‘spell’ 

and relax while making time for Jesus.”  So she con-

jured up a Halloween craft of a plaque proclaiming 

for all to “Shine With The Light of Jesus” each day 

of their lives. 
Submitted by Sharon Stahurski 
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into 10 and the 2 talents into 4.  He says: “Well done!  

You are an industrious and reliable servant.  Since 

you were dependable in a small matter I will put you 

in charge of larger affairs.  Come, share your mas-

ter’s joy.” (Matthew 25:21)  This verse hit me strong-

ly because I realize that I, as well as many others, 

often pray for some very grand things, such as peace 

on earth, an end to all violence in the world, the end 

of world hunger and many more.  These are certainly 

some “larger affairs” that God desires for our world.  

And yet the Master says that we must begin with 

“small matters.”  These small matters are also things 

that God commands of us, and they begin with being 

thankful for the blessings we have received from the 

hands of God and then sharing them as well.  As a 

servant of God, I need to make sure that the “small 

matters” like being thankful and showing that thank-

fulness are in order, so that I can then move on to the 

“larger affairs.” 

So let us be truly thankful during this time of year 

and all others as well, by our worship of Almighty 

God in the highest form of thankfulness, the Holy 

Eucharist, in our moments of thanksgiving in quiet 

prayer and our resolve to share what we have in 

thankfulness as well.  Let us be committed, not just to 

a day of thanksgiving, but rather a life of thankful-

ness to God. 

(Committed to Thanksgiving - Continued from Page 3.) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark

