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Approaching the Time of the Spirit 
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

faith in Me will do the works I do, and greater far 

than these.  Why?  Because I go to the Father.” (John 

14:12) 

It is during the Sixth Sunday of Easter that we will 

finally hear Jesus more concretely speak of the Holy 

Spirit.  In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus says, “If you 

love Me and obey the commands I give you, I will 

ask the Father and He will give you another Paraclete 

– to be with you always: the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot accept, since it neither sees Him nor 

recognizes Him; but you can recognize Him because 

He remains with you and will be within you.” (John 

14:15-17) 

Following this Sixth Sunday of Easter, the Church 

celebrates the Solemnity of the Ascension on 

Thursday, forty days following the Resurrection. 

Jesus returns to the glory of the Father and for the 

Church He also gives the great commission to His 

Apostles, “Full authority has been given to Me both 

in heaven and on earth; go, therefore, and make disci-

ples of all the nations.  Baptize them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Teach them to carry out everything I have command-

ed you.  And know that I am with you always, until 

the end of the world.” (Matt 28:18-20)  If we give 

this a bit of thought, we realize that the Apostles are 

to bring people into the reality of the Father, that God 

that the Jews knew from the beginning, they are to 

bring them into the reality of the Son, our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, Whom the Apostles had known 

and worked with and the one Whom they witnessed 

die on the cross for our salvation and also rise from 

the dead to bring us eternal life. And also to bring 

them into the reality of the Holy Spirit, an Advocate 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

As we come to the end of the Easter Season, the 

mood of the season begins to change a bit.  During 

the early part of the season the atmosphere was one 

of joy.  It began slowly with the recognition of the 

empty tomb and increased to one of complete joy as 

the apostles encountered the Risen Lord, our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 

But during the later weeks of the Easter Season we 

begin to hear Jesus reminding the Apostles that He 

will return to the Father and send another Advocate, 

the Holy Spirit.  On the Fifth Sunday of Easter this 

year we hear on the lips of Jesus, “I am indeed going 

to prepare a place for you.” (John 14:2)  And at the 

end of this reading we hear the promise of Jesus that 

He is passing on the ministry to His apostles when 

He says, “I solemnly assure you, the man who has 
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A Gift of Love 

As many of you throughout the P.N.C.C. know, the Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Diocesan Bishop 

of the Western Diocese has been waiting for some time for a kidney transplant.  Through the 

pages of God’s Field we ask for your continued prayers for Bishop Stanley as he awaits this 

procedure.  We also wish to find those who may be interested in giving the selfless gift of serv-

ing as a transplant donor in this case.  After much prayer, if you are interested in help-

ing Bishop Stanley, please reach out to him at (847) 698-0578 to discuss this matter. 

Identification Statement 
The Official Publication of the Polish National 

Catholic Church, GOD’S FIELD - ROLA BOŻA, is 

published monthly for the U.S. $48.00; Canada $62.00; 
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Individual issues of God’s Field are available for purchase from 
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Easter Greeting 

Chancery of the Western Diocese P.N.C.C. 

Rt. Rev. Stanley M. Bilinski, Jr., Bishop Ordinary 

Wishing everyone a Blessed Easter! 
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and Comforter, Who would guard them and guide 

them in the days to come and for the rest of their 

lives. 

At this point it certainly may have been difficult for 

the Apostles to have an understanding of exactly 

what our Lord was trying to communicate to them.  

While they certainly had faith in God the Father as 

Creator and in Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord, the 

Holy Spirit, Who would guide and lead them was a 

more difficult, less concrete reality.  At the same time 

we also hear Jesus say to them in the gospel of Luke: 

“Thus it is written that the Messiah must suffer and 

rise from the dead on the third day.  In His name, 

penance for the remission of sins is to be preached to 

the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witness-

es of all this.  See, I send down upon you the promise 

of My Father.  Remain here in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:46-49) 

It is here that we see that the time before the coming 

of the Holy Spirit must be a time of preparation, a 

time of getting ready to accept the Spirit and then go 

out into the world to convert and teach.  An excellent 

prayer to pray during this time of waiting is that pray-

er which is said during the Mass of the Solemnity of 

Pentecost: “Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, Who proceeds 

from the Father, have mercy on us.  As You descend-

ed upon the disciples in the upper room, so now once 

again descend upon Your Church.  Inflame our 

hearts, enlighten our minds and purify our souls.  For 

together with the Father and the Son, You live and 

reign, one God, forever and ever. Amen.”   

As we pray this prayer we desire to be connected 

with the community of the infant Church and the 

Apostles in Jerusalem.  In this we desire to experi-

ence and know the pristine faith of the first followers 

of Jesus.  We ask God to inflame our hearts.  We 

know of the imagery of the tongues of fire that alight-

ed on the heads of the Apostles and we want to have 

that same burning desire to know and understand all 

the things that Jesus has imparted to His followers.  

As we speak of these two attributes of the Spirit, we 

also desire that, in being followers of Jesus and hav-

ing the Spirit within us, we will partake fully of the 

gifts of the Spirit: Knowledge, Understanding, Wis-

dom, Counsel, Piety, Fortitude and Fear of the Lord.  

Each of these divine gifts will help us to live good 

and holy lives and know and follow Jesus in the 

world. 

We also ask the Spirit to enlighten our minds.  So 

much in the world today fills our minds, with things 

(Approaching the Time of the Spirit- Continued from Page 1.) that are both good and bad.  We are constantly bom-

barded with things from all kinds of sources: televi-

sion, social media, even our friends and acquaintanc-

es. And of course not all of these things are to our 

benefit or even good and holy.  We must have en-

lightened minds to know what we should cast aside 

and what we should retain.  St. Paul reminds us: 

“Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is hon-

orable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excel-

lence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things.” (Philippians 4:8)  But how are 

we to decide? We must ask the Holy Spirit to enlight-

en our minds to know and also join in the community 

of the Church to be surrounded by these good things. 

Lastly we ask the Spirit to ‘purify our souls.’  Of 

course we can look at this in the simple sense of our 

desire to have our sins forgiven so that we can partic-

ipate fully in the community of the Church, and cer-

tainly this is something that is extremely important.  

But we can also look beyond this to the desire to live 

in a way which is pure and holy at all times.  In this 

aspect it is not just looking at specific acts, but rather 

the totality of all that we are and all that we do.  We 

ask the Holy Spirit to purify our lives, purify our mo-

tives, purify our thoughts, purify all that we are. 

It is in this way that we prepare ourselves so that we 

can then go out into the world to convert and teach.  

Now I know that many will say that these aspects of 

the Church are the work of the clergy, the deacons, 

priests and bishops.  We see that they are the ones 

who preach the homilies during worship and it is of-

ten they who lead catechism classes and Bible stud-

ies; but this command of Jesus to “go and teach” is 

not only a command for the clergy.  While it is true 

that the bishops, priests and deacons have a specific 

ministry to preach the Word, the command to go and 

teach is so much more.   

With the inflamed hearts, enlightened minds and pu-

rified souls we have prayed for, each and every 

Christian is called to be a witness to and be an exam-

ple of the life of Jesus Christ in the world.  It is in this 

sense that the Future Direction Subcommittee of the 

Supreme Council has chosen the month of May to 

focus our attention on our goal to “Commit to the 

Holy Spirit to lead us.”  And this is both in a personal 

sense and also as families, communities, parishes and 

the entire Church.  It is with the Holy Spirit, Who 

lives within us, that we go about our lives being good 

examples to our children, our families and each other.  
(Continued on bottom of Page 18.) 
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Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council of the P.N.C.C.  

Scranton, PA 

On April 25 - 26, 2017, the Supreme Council of the Polish National Catholic Church convened its annual 

meeting in The Frank Bednash Library and Conference Room at the National Church Center in Scranton, PA. 

Pictured are the Supreme Council Members in attendance. 

Seated, front row: Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, P.N.C.C.; Rt. Rev. John Mack, 

Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese, P.N.C.C.; Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the 

P.N.C.C and Administrator of the Canadian Diocese, P.N.C.C.; Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Bishop of the 

Central Diocese, P.N.C.C.; Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Bishop of the Western Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

Second row: Robert Sarnowski, Central Diocese; Marilyn Folcik; Eastern Diocese; Irene Jugan, Polish 

National Union of America; Diane Cheek, Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese; Beverly Basinski, Buffalo-Pittsburgh 

Diocese; Jasmine D’Costa, Canadian Diocese 

Third row: Kathryn Nemkovich, Representative-at-Large; David Petrosky, Representative-at-Large; John 

Andrzejewski, III, Polish National Union; Ronald DeLuca, Central Diocese; Rev. Zbigniew Kozar, Canadian 

Diocese; Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik, Central Diocese; Joan Scheuneman, Treasurer, P.N.C.C. 

Fourth row: Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr., Eastern Diocese; Michael Mietlicki, Secretary, Supreme 

Council; Martin Wachna, Western Diocese; Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Vice Rector, Savonarola Theological 

Seminary; Cathy Bilinski, Western Diocese; Rev. Scott Lill, Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese (standing in for Very 

Rev. John Rencewicz, II (absent)); also absent from photo: Ted Maciurzynski, Canadian Diocese; Very Rev. 

John Z. Kraus, Western Diocese 

A summary of the official proceedings will be published in upcoming issues of God’s Field. 
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P.N.C. – R.C. Dialogue Meets in Scranton, PA 

Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr., P.N.C.C. Ecumenical Officer 

The Polish National Catholic- Roman Catholic Dia-

logue met on May 9 &10, 2017 at the Polish National 

Catholic Church Center in Scranton, PA.  Represent-

ing the P.N.C.C. were: Most Rev. Anthony Mikov-

sky, Rt. Rev. John Mack – Co-Chair, Rt. Rev. Ber-

nard Nowicki, Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Most 

Rev. John Swantek, Very Rev. Robert M. Nem-

kovich, Jr. and Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik.  Repre-

senting the Roman Catholic Church were: Most Rev. 

Joseph Bambera – Co-Chair, Most Rev. Joseph 

Kopacz, Rev. Msgr. Thomas Green, Rev. Msgr. Vin-

cent Grimalia, Rev. Ronald Roberson and Rev. 

Wojciech Kowal. 

The dialogue discussed the following topics: a report 

on Incremental Steps towards unity; A presentation 

and discussion on the nature of Dogma in Catholic 

theology; A review of the agreed statement produced 

by the Oriental Orthodox-Catholic international dia-

logue on the nature of communion that existed before 

the division of the 5th century; The September 2016 

“Chieti Document” of the international dialogue be-

tween the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches 

and An article on Pope Francis and Ecumenism from 

March 2017 edition of The Ecumenical Review.   

Please keep the efforts of this and all our dialogues in 

your prayers that we will one day achieve the unity 

for which our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, prayed.   

The next meeting of this dialogue is scheduled for 

May 8-9, 2018 in Scranton, Pennsylvania.   

Front row: Rev. Ronald Roberson, Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Bishop John Mack (Co-Chair), 

Bishop Joseph Bambera (Co-Chair), Prime Bishop Emeritus John Swantek, Rev. Msgr. Thomas Green.  

Back row: Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich Jr., Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop Joseph Kopacz, Bishop Bernard Nowicki, 

Rev. Msgr. Vincent Grimalia, Rev. Wojciech Kowal, Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik. 
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May – The Month for Mothers 

Most Rev. John F. Swantek, Prime Bishop Emeritus 

May is one of the most beautiful months of the year. 

Leaves  are appearing on the trees, flowers are blos-

soming and the grass is turning a beautiful green. The 

days are becoming warmer, and many want to get  

out of the house and do some outside work. It is ap-

propriate that during this month we honor two very 

important people on Mothers' Day, our mothers and 

Mary, the mother of our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, 

Who is the long awaited Messiah Who would change 

the world forever. 

The roll of today's mother  has changed somewhat 

from the time in which my mother lived. Years ago, 

most mothers  worked in the home doing all kinds of 

work for the members of the family. Today, many 

mothers are employed outside of the home. Yet to-

day's mothers still have those tasks to do in the home 

for their families when they come home from their 

jobs.   The mothers of today spend much time taking 

their children to sports practices, dance classes, piano 

or violin lessons or to other activities. Some are also 

involved with Girl Scouts or some other organiza-

tions. 

Automatic washing machines, clothes dryers and dish 

washers do the work that in the past mothers did by 

hand. Mothers of the past had a washing machine, 

but they would have to put the washed clothes 

through a wringer to get most of the water out of 

them. Next the clothes were hung on a clothes line to 

dry. When they were dry, someone would take the 

dry clothes off the line and take them into the house. 

Some of the clothes would have to be ironed before 

they could be worn. 

Canning vegetables and fruits and making jams and 

jellies was  additional work for the mother and family 

members in the summer. In the winter when there 

was a need for beans or peaches, one would go to the 

cellar to get them, not to the grocery store. 

The teaching of our Catholic Christian faith began in 

the home as our mothers and sometimes our fathers 

would show us how to make the sign of the cross and 

teach us to say the "Our Father" or the "Hail Mary." 

Mothers often helped their children with  homework 

and catechism lessons assigned for the week. After 

being a priest for almost 60 years,  I began to notice 

that a number of boys and girls who began catechism 

classes for First Holy Communion  did not know how 

to make the sign of the cross, nor were they able to 

say the "Our Father" or the "Hail Mary." This could 

be the result of a too tired mother or one that was 

negligent. In the not too distant past, children would 

attend Mass with their parents or only with their 

mother. Today the Church is confronted with parents 

who do not frequent Mass regularly. This has to be a 

concern for the Church, and it must begin to address 

this matter on a parish, diocesan, and national level. 

This may necessitate pastors visiting their parishion-

ers more frequently for the purpose of bringing their 

parishioners back into the worshipping community. 

On Mothers' Day every daughter and son should 

make it a priority to visit their mother and show that 

gratitude for what she has done so faithfully for her 

family. Visit  and show your love and appreciation to 

your mother while she is still alive.  Some years ago 

William Dean Howell wrote: "A man never sees all 

that his mother has been for him until it's too late to 

let her know that he sees it." If you cannot visit be-

cause of distance, then call her on the phone  and 

send her a card.  If your mother has been called home 

by our Lord, have a Mass said for her, visit the ceme-

tery, and remember her in your prayers. Don't forget 

to say, "I love you, Mom! Thanks for all you have 

done for me." 

During this month, the Church honors the Blessed 

Mother with special devotions: the Litany of the 

BVM, the Rosary, or Vespers, and throughout the 

year, there are a number of Masses honoring her. She 

was the one who gave human nature to the Eternal 

Word, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Yes,  Mary gave birth 

to God's Son. She changed His diapers, helped Him 

to walk, taught Him to speak. Mary and Joseph took 

Jesus to the Temple to present Him to God, they 

taught Him His prayers and the basic teachings of 

their religion. As Jesus grew older, the Holy Family 

fulfilled the responsibilities of the faith. 

At the age of 30, Jesus left Mary and His home to 

begin the work for which He was born -- the work of 

redemption and salvation. As a loving mother,  Mary 

often heard her Son teach. She was with Him at the 

wedding in Cana where He performed His first mira-

cle. She was aware that there were some who op-

(Continued on bottom of Page 21.) 
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The Origin and Growth of the Polish National Catholic Church - Part II 

Reading this wonderful book, written by Rev. 

Stephen Włodarski, PhD, will give you a clear under-

standing of the history of the Polish National Catho-

lic Church (P.N.C.C.). The book has two parts; Part I 

which describes the Origin of the P.N.C.C., from 

1897 to 1907, which has five chapters, and Part II, 

which has three chapters. This article will discuss 

Part II. Part I was published in a previous edition of 

God’s Field. The book was published in 1974 by the 

P.N.C.C. The Library of Congress Catalog Card 

Number is LC- 74-33165. It is a 226 page soft-cover 

book with a 5 page bibliography, 3 appendices and a 

7 page index. It describes the resolutions of Synods, 

the clergy who were involved in the origin and devel-

opment of the P.N.C.C., and cities where parishes 

were formed. Quotations from the book are in italics, 

those attributed to a person are also in parentheses. 

The Part I Chapters are: Introductory Notes, I - Break 

with the Bishop of Scranton, II - Rev. Francis Hodur, 

III - A Step Forward, IV - New Roads, and V - First 

Synod. The Part II Chapters are: The Growth of the 

P.N.C.C. From 1908 to 1972; I - Organizational Evo-

lution, II - Problems of Ecclesiastical structure, and 

III - Ideology of the P. N. C. Church. The three ap-

pendices are: 1. Synod’s of the P.N.C.C., which in-

cludes: General Synods, Special Synods, Provincial 

Synods, Diocesan Synods, and Synods in Poland; 2. 

Confession of Faith of the P.N.C.C.; and 3. The Elev-

en Great Principles of the P.N.C.C. 

Part II begins with an introduction titled The Growth 

of the P.N.C.C. from 1908 to 1972, which states that 

the National Church was comprised of 17 churches, 

13 priests and 16,000 faithful. It also contains a list 

of parish locations and priests in December 1907.  

Chapter One, Organizational Development begins 

with the Second General Synod, held on Sept. 25, 26 

and 27, 1909. This Synod was different from the 

First in that only members of the Church were dele-

gates. The first action was to select Polish National 

Catholic Church as the name of the Church. A num-

ber of amendments to the Constitution were made. 

The Word of God was made a sacrament. Also, a 

special committee was chosen to approach the Epis-

copal Church to establish closer fellowship between 

the two churches. The official organ of the church 

was changed from Trybuna to Straż. The problem of 

clergy celibacy was discussed and it was determined 

that the Clergy of the P.N.C.C. should remain unmar-

ried in order to be able to unreservedly devote all 

their time to the development of the National Church 

and the great cause of liberating the Polish people 

from the foreign yoke.  

This chapter also includes a discussion of the ac-

ceptance of the Confession of Faith by the Third 

General Synod following its discussion at three pro-

vincial synods which were held in Wilkes-Barre, PA, 

Passaic, NJ and Chicopee, MA. This chapter has a list 

of P.N.C.C. Parishes in 1914. The Third General 

Synod created the position of Suffragan Bishop, 

which in the P.N.C.C. was an administrative office 

similar to that of Senior Priest [which was created in 

1935]. A Bishop Suffragan was assigned to work in a 

particular area of the Church. This office was to visit 

parishes, organize retreats for the clergy, supervise 

their work, and admonish them when necessary. The 

matter of clergy celibacy was again discussed and 

deferred. A list of the members of the Great Council 

elected by the Synod is included here. The need for 

the establishment of a National Church in Poland was 

agreed upon.  

The matter of the Church Liturgy was once again dis-

cussed and emphatically resolved that all Church cer-

emonies shall be in the Polish language. A special 

committee was appointed to assist in the preparation 

of a Missal, Ritual and Church hymnal. Three new 

Feast Days were established: The Institution of the 

P.N.C.C. (Second Sunday of March), The Feast of 

the Polish Homeland (Second Sunday of May), The 

Feast of the Christian Family (Second Sunday of Oc-

tober).  

Bishop Hodur visited Poland in 1898, 1902, 1907, 

1911 and 1914. The Third General Synod definitely 

resolved that a National Church should be established 

in Poland. At the end of WWI, after which Poland 

regained its independence, the Great Council of the 

P.N.C.C. Rev. B. Krupski, a delegate of the Polish 

National Union (PNU), was sent to help people re-

gardless of their denomination affiliation. Rev. 

Krupski supervised the distribution of food and cloth-

ing, sent by the P.N.C.C. and the PNU, in Cracow 

and Łwow from December 1919 to March 1921. Re-

alizing that it was necessary to preach the ideology of 

the P.N.C.C., Bishop Hodur visited Poland in the 

summer of 1920. On September 20, 1920, the Polish 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in its letter to the Minis-

(Continued on Page 8.) 
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try of Religious Denominations and Public Education 

stated: Publicity on behalf of the P.N.C.C. is against 

the interests of the Polish State. Therefore, the State 

as well as the Church authorities should keep an eye 

on the activities of Bishop Hodur and his agents in 

Poland. 

The Fourth General Synod took place in Scranton, 

PA on June 7-10, 1921. The cities where churches 

closed were: Hernin, PA, Pittsburgh, PA, and Toledo, 

OH. Those cities where churches opened were: in PA 

- Canonsburg, Dupont, Carnegie, Boswell, John-

stown, McKees Rocks, Oil City (Erie); in MI - De-

troit, in CT - Wallingford, Southington, New Lon-

don; in NJ - Trenton; in RI, Central Falls; in NY - 

Albany, Niagara Fall; in OH - Youngstown; in MA - 

Westfield; in  WI; South Fork, and a Slovak Parish in 

Cleveland, OH. By June 1921 the P.N.C.C. had 57 

churches. The four priests who died from 1914 to 

1921 were also listed, as were the six who left volun-

tarily, the priests who came to the P.N.C.C. from the 

Roman Catholic Church (RCC), and the 22 who 

graduated from the P.N.C.C. Seminary. Bishop 

Hodur cited five priests “because of their great con-

tribution to the cause of the P.N.C. Church.” At the 

Synod it “was resolved that the basis of the religious 

faith of the Church is the Holy Scripture as the same 

as interpreted by the Old Christian Tradition and the 

General Synods of the P.N.C.C. The Symbol of the 

P.N.C.C. was adopted as were: the official hymn of 

the P.N.C.C. (Tyle Lat my Ci O Panie [Through the 

Years Unto Thee, O Lord]), three other songs written 

by Bishop Hodur, the abolishment of clergy compul-

sory celibacy and the determination that Baptism and 

Confirmation was one sacrament in dual form. The 

Synod also adopted the public form of confession. It 

created the Full Church Council, which was com-

prised of the members of the Great Council, clergy 

and one lay delegate from each parish. The Synod 

also reduced the time period between Synods from 

ten to five years. The P.N.C.C. began its mission to 

Poland in 1922; the Church Council sent Rev. Fran-

cis Bończak to Poland in September 1922. He held 

the office of Suffragan Bishop at the time. He started 

a weekly called ‘Polska Odrodzona’ (Poland Re-

born), the first issue of which appeared on January 

21, 1923. This chapter describes the activities which 

took place in Poland, including the purchase of a 

church in Cracow and development of six parishes. 

At the Fifth General Synod, held in Scranton, PA in 

1924, it was reported that seven new parishes were 

established: in PA - McKeesport, Shenandoah, Frack-

ville, Hazleton; in CT- Norwich; in NY - Schenec-

tady, Brooklyn, New York Mills; in IL - Chicago 

(Good Shepherd); in NJ - Perth Amboy; in WI - West 

Allis; and in RI - Woonsocket. The growth of the 

Church showed a need for additional bishops to assist 

in their administration because of the distance be-

tween the parishes. The most important resolutions 

adopted by this synod were: (a) administrative divi-

sion of the Church, (b) election of Bishops; and (c) 

the Theological Seminaries in Scranton and Cracow. 

The Synod divided the Church into three Dioceses, 

Central with headquarters in Scranton, Eastern with 

headquarters in Chicopee, MA and a Missionary Dio-

cese in Cracow, Poland. In addition, the Synod estab-

lished a Diocese for the Lithuanian National Catholic 

Church. The Synod also elected four bishops ordi-

nary and discontinued the honorary title and office of 

Suffragan Bishop. The assignments of these bishops 

were as follows: Bishop Francis Bończak, Ordinary 

for the Missionary Diocese in Poland; Bishop Valen-

tine Gawrychowski, Ordinary for the Eastern Dio-

cese; Assistant Bishop Leon Grochowski, for the 

Central Diocese; and Bishop John Gritenas, Ordinary 

for the Lithuanian Diocese. This chapter contains bi-

ographical sketches about these four newly conse-

crated bishops. All four were born in Poland. The 10-

year period between 1916 and 1926 saw the greatest 

numerical growth of the P.N.C.C. It had 91 parishes, 

and 61,574 members with 29 parishes in PA, 10 in 

NY, 9 in MA, 7 in WI, 6 in IL, 6 in CT, 5 in NJ, and 

5 in MI. To improve the administration of the scat-

tered parishes, it became advisable to create a fourth 

diocese. The matter was acted upon by the Second 

Provincial Synod held in Scranton on April 23, 1928. 

The Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese was created out of 

the Central Diocese and Rev. John Jasinski was elect-

ed bishop. 

The Missionary Diocese in Poland held its First Syn-

od in Warsaw on June 27-29, 1928 with Bishop 

Hodur presiding. Its purpose was to elect a bishop. 

Bishop Bończak in his report to the Church Council 

reported that here were 22 parishes in Poland, located 

as follows: Cracow, Warsaw, Dabrowa Gornicza, To-

run, Wisnicz, Bazanowka, Grudiadz, Bydgosz, Ja-

stowice, Piaski, Laki Dukielskie, Tarnow, Krosno, 

Zamosz, Tarnogora, Szewnia, Gorzkow, Grabowka, 

Zyrardow, Boryslaw, Kulik Lubelski and seven affili-

ated congregations. Bishop Hodur appointed Rev. W. 

M. Faron as ‘Vicar General.’ A Special Synod held, 
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in Zamość, elected Rev. W. M. Faron bishop and he 

was consecrated in Scranton, PA.  

The Sixth General Synod, held in Buffalo, NY on 

June 2-5, 1931 dealt with ecclesiastical and religious 

matters. The Theological Seminary in the spring of 

1931 was at its capacity with 18 students. Straż be-

came the organ of the PNU on December 23, 1923 

and Rola Boża (God’s Field) was begun as the organ 

of the P.N.C.C. In July 1929, the Church, with the 

cooperation of “Spójnia”, established a “Home for 

the Aged and Disabled” in Waymart, PA.” The name 

of the Great Church Council was changed to the Su-

preme Church Council.  

Bishop Hodur’s report called the Synod’s attention to 

the failures of parishes to organize “a Society of Di-

vine Love” which was to promote an ascetic and pi-

ous life, and the clergy’s “Order of Clergy” for the 

preaching of God’s Word and of the inactivity of par-

ish organizations. His intention was “to arouse the 

delegates to action and undertake effective steps to 

prevent the Church falling into ideological shallow-

ness.” He declared, “Either the established program 

of the P.N.C. Church will be retained and followed, 

or he will resign and disassociate himself from the 

movement.” The Synod accepted his report and voted 

that every parish shall have organizations similar to 

those already existing in Scranton, and that the faith-

ful, lay and clergy observe the Statute and Regula-

tions of the P.N.C.C.  

Three delegates from the Missionary Diocese in Po-

land brought the actions of Bishop Faron which were 

contrary to the laws of the P.N.C.C. to the attention 

of the Synod. Bishop Hodur said that these charges 

would be investigated by the Supreme Church Coun-

cil. The Synod approved in principle, the proposal of 

the Slovak and Lithuanian parishes to make them 

Autonomous National Dioceses and asked for further 

study. Bishop Faron was deposed by the Congress of 

Priests held in Cracow on September 2, 1931 and 

presided over by Bishops Valentine Gawrychowski  

and John Z. Jasinski who were acting on behalf of 

Bishop Hodur and the P.N.C.C. Supreme Church 

Council. 

In the January 10, 1935 meeting of the Supreme 

Church Council, the need for the office of Senior 

Priest was explained by Bishop Hodur. He also asked 

the Supreme Church Council to call a Special Synod 

to be held in Chicago, IL on April 30, May 1-3, 

1935. This Synod created the office of Senior Priest, 

established that Bishops are to be elected by General 

Synods by 2/3rds of the votes cast, except in extreme 

emergencies, when they may be elected at Diocesan 

Synods, and approved the election of an Assistant 

Bishop for the Central Diocese.   

Rev. Joseph Padewski was elected Bishop at the Sec-

ond Warsaw Synod, with Bishop Hodur presiding 

and held on June 17-19, 1935. He started a bi-weekly 

called Posłannictwo (Messenger). This publication 

was instrumental in spreading the National Church 

Ideology as well as defending the Church from at-

tacks by Roman Catholics and the government which 

supported them. During the occupation by the Nazis, 

Bishop Padewski proved to the occupation authorities 

that the P.N.C.C. was a member of Utrecht Union of 

the Old Catholic Church. Consequently, the occupa-

tion authorities gave its approval of the activities of 

the P.N.C.C., which they renamed as “The Church of 

the Old Catholic Utrecht Union in German occupied 

Poland.” Bishop Padewski was interned by the Ger-

mans in Tittmoning, Upper Bavaria from September 

1942 until March 1944. 

The Seventh General Synod was held  October 15-18, 

1946, postponed from 1941 because of World War II. 

The main resolutions were: to publish all of the writ-

ings of Bishop Hodur, to establish an Information 

Bureau, to publish all Synodal minutes, to prepare 

manuals for youth leaders and teachers and to enter 

into intercommunion with the American Episcopal 

Church. World War II had a devastating effect on the 

P.N.C.C. Polish Diocese; the number of parishes was 

reduced to 37 from 56 and the number of priests from 

46 to 26. The church buildings in Dobrkow, Cracow, 

Pogorze Boryjskie, Stodoly and Wisniewo were de-

stroyed. Parishes ceased to exist because their pastors 

either were put into  concentration camps or mur-

dered by the Nazis. 

On February 1, 1946, the Government issued an edict 

which legalized the P.N.C.C. and approved the 

Church Council.   

The Eighth General Synod was held in Scranton, PA 

September 27 - 29, 1949. At this Synod, Bishop Leon 

Grochowski was elected to be the successor of Bish-

op Hodur upon his death, and Bishop John Misiaszek 

was elected as the Bishop Ordinary for the Central 

Diocese.  

On February 15, 1951, the National Church of Poland  

proclaimed her autocephalous status (Posłannictwo 
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No. 1, 1951) in September 1951, the Church in Po-

land was titled ‘The Polish Catholic Church.’ It was 

just a matter of time when the Church in Poland 

would become administratively independent from the 

Church in America. This was an inevitable conse-

quence of the legalization of the P.N.C.C. in Poland. 

The Polish State Laws precluded any dependence on 

Church authorities domiciled outside of Poland. 

Bishop Padewski died in a Warsaw prison on May 9, 

1951. The Third General Synod of Warsaw took 

place in December 1952. This Synod adopted a 

‘Revised Canonical Law’ which placed the Polish 

Catholic Church in new organizational and doctrinal 

position. 

Bishop Francis Hodur died on February 16, 1953. 

Thousands of people came to St. Stanislaus Cathedral 

to pay their respects. His funeral services were report-

ed in many American and foreign newspapers, ac-

claiming his outstanding work as a religious reformer 

in organizing and leading the P.N.C.C.; his work and 

interest in uplifting the stature of the American Polo-

nia and the people of his homeland, Poland. The 

Scranton Times said that he spoke Polish, English, 

German, French, and Russian and was fluent in Latin. 

He was also a prolific writer; the titles of 17 of his 

literary works, and 3 of the songs that he wrote for 

the Church are listed here.   

The Ninth General Synod was held in Buffalo, NY on 

August 3 - 6, 1954. The resolutions adopted by the 

Synod were: (1) General Synods are to be held every 

four years; (2) the practiced method of electing bish-

ops was approved, (3) a School of Christian Living to 

be conducted in every parish, (4) every member of 

the P.N.C.C. should be a member of the PNU, (5) a 

4% Fund was established requiring every parish to 

remit to the General Church funds 4% of its parish 

dues and regular church collections. Two Senior 

priests were elected bishop at this Synod, Very Rev. 

Thaddeus Zielinski and Very Rev. Joseph Kardaś. 

Bishop-Elect Zielinski was elected Bishop Ordinary 

of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese He would be the 

first American born bishop of the P.N.C.C. This 

chapter has biographical information on both Bishop-

Elect Zielinski and Bishop-Elect Kardaś. 

At the Eastern Diocesan Synod held in Manchester, 

NH on October 21 - 25, 1951, Senior Joseph Soltysi-

ak was elected a bishop for the Diocese. 

At the Tenth General Synod, held in Chicago, IL on 

July 1-4,1958, the 400 clergy and lay delegates from 

107 parishes elected Very Rev. Bernard Goławski, 

Very Rev. Joseph Jaworski and Very Rev. Francis 

Rowinski as Bishop-Elects. The Synod also adopted: 

(1) the introduction of the English language in the 

liturgy of the Mass, (2) amendments to the Constitu-

tion of the P.N.C.C., and (3) a resolution for closer 

relationship between the P.N.C.C. in America and 

Canada and the Polish Catholic Church in Poland. 

The P.N.C.C. Relief and Resettlement Center was 

organized on August 1, 1956 and through its efforts 

more than 1,000 people were brought into the United 

States from Europe. Members of P.N.C.C. parishes 

were aided in getting settled and given job opportuni-

ties. The American Polish National Relief for Poland, 

Inc. (Pomost) shipped more than 5 million dollars’ 

worth of surplus food to Polish children’s summer 

camps, old age homes and hospitals. 

At the Eleventh General Synod, held in Scranton, PA 

on May 14 -17,1963, the Synod adopted the recom-

mendations of the Liturgical Commission: (1) that 

Psalm 42, which is recited at the foot of the altar, be 

omitted; (2) that the Lesson and the Gospel be read 

facing the congregation; (3) that the sermon follow 

the reading of the Gospel; (4) that the Creed be recit-

ed and the Lord’s Prayer be sung by the congrega-

tion; (5) that on Holy Saturday, the Resurrection Pro-

cession be discontinued and the morning services 

concluded with the blessing of water. The Synod ap-

proved and adopted the recommendation of the Slo-

vak National Catholic Church (S.N.C.C.) that Rev. 

Eugeniusz W. Magyar be elected bishop of the 

S.N.C.C. Biographical information on Bishop-Elect 

Magyar is included. The Synod also adopted a reso-

lution to transfer two Canadian parishes and three 

missions from the Western Diocese to the Buffalo-

Pittsburgh Diocese thereupon creating one Canadian 

Seniorate.  

The Twelfth General Synod  was held in Manchester, 

NH on October 24 - 27, 1967. At this Synod, Bishop 

Thaddeus Zielinski was appointed by Prime Bishop 

Grochowski to succeed him because at age 81, he 

believed that his days were numbered. His appoint-

ment was unanimously confirmed by the Synod. 

Bishop Zielinski organized the first Music Workshop 

in Buffalo in 1963. In 1964 he, assisted by Rev. 

Peplowski, organized a Youth Convocation. Bishop 

Zielinski was instrumental in publishing three vol-

umes of P.N.C.C. hymns in English.  
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The Synod also resolved to establish a retirement age 

for Diocesan Bishops at 75 and to require a Diocesan 

Bishop, who is elected Prime Bishop, to resign his 

office of Diocesan Bishop, to set the term of office of 

Prime Bishop at eight years and that he may not 

serve more than two consecutive eight year terms. 

Also the Synod elected three Bishop-Elects: Very 

Rev. Walter A. Słowakiewicz, Very Rev. Anthony 

M. Rysz, and Very Rev. Joseph Nieminski. This 

chapter has biographical information on all three 

Bishop-Elects. The Twelfth General Synod author-

ized the Prime Bishop and Supreme Church Council 

to create a Missionary Diocese for Canada, and to 

define the rights for the diocese which shall be sub-

scribed to by both the Canadians and the P.N.C.C. 

Bishop Nieminski was designated as Bishop for the 

Missionary Diocese of Canada of the P.N.C.C. 

When Prime Bishop Leon Grochowski died in July 

1969 the Church in the United States and Canada 

was comprised as follows: Central Diocese: 49 par-

ishes, 6 seniorates, 43 active and 7 inactive priests; 

Eastern Diocese: 29 parishes, 3 seniorates, 26 priests; 

Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese: 20 parishes, 2 sen-

iorates, 14 priests; Western Diocese: 49 parishes, 8 

seniorates, 32 active and 1 inactive priests; Canadian 

Missionary Diocese: 9 parishes, 5 priests. 

In reply to the reporter’s remark that every Church 

leader has some personal interest in certain Church 

problems, Bishop Zielinski said: “I think my special 

interest has been in the field of introducing English 

into the liturgy of the Church.” 

The Thirteenth General Synod, held in Toronto, On-

tario, Canada, on October 5-8, 1971 formally accept-

ed Prime Bishop Thaddeus Zielinski for a full eight 

year term. Delegates for the first time, received every 

paper ahead of time so that they were able to actively 

participate in the discussions. A Pension Plan for 

clergy of the P.N.C.C. was adopted by the Supreme 

Church Council to become effective on January 1, 

1972. The Synod adopted a resolution to join Spojnia 

in building a new Home for the Aged in Waymart.  

Chapter Two, Problems of Ecclesiastical Structure, 

describes the changes in the rules and regulations of 

the governance including the Constitution and Stat-

utes. 

The Constitution of the P.N.C.C. was adopted within 

three days; It defined the Church authority as two-

fold; legislative and executive; it defined the duties 

of the head of the Church; the duties of the Supreme 

Council; the membership of Church communities or 

parishes in the P.N.C.C.; the parish committee or 

council; the rights and duties of the parish committee 

and its officers and the conditions of membership, 

rights and duties of the members of the P.N.C.C. 

This Constitution and Statutes were adopted by the 

first four Synods of the Church and thereafter, from 

time to time, amended and supplemented by subse-

quent Synods. 

The resolution adopted at the 1906 Special Synod 

stated: The Church communities are self-governing 

in their financial matters, whereas in faith, morals 

and discipline, the authority rests with the bishops, 

and the priests owe him obedience and respect. The 

pastor, as teacher, is the steward of God’s Grace and 

his parishioners owe him obedience and respect. Ec-

clesiastical democracy was first expressed in the 

principle which proclaimed that all Church offices 

shall be determined by election and not by appoint-

ment. 

The 1935 Special Synod said that bishops are elected 

for the entire Church, not for separate dioceses, and 

candidates for bishop were to be presented to the 

synods by a nominating commission. The election of 

Bishop-Elects, if not consecrated by the next synod, 

lapse. After the death of Bishop Hodur, rules were 

changed to provide for the election of Prime Bish-

ops. 

One of the four basic principles of the National 

Church, when it was organized in 1897, was the 

right of parishes to elect their own pastor. This be-

came impractical, due to the lack of priests, in 1967. 

The Bishops appoint and place pastors with the un-

derstanding of the parish. 

The General Synod is the highest legislative body in 

the P.N.C.C. It interprets and defines doctrine for the 

entire Church, selects candidates for bishops and re-

moves bishops, repeals and enacts laws pertaining to 

discipline and administration, and regulates all 

Church matters, both spiritual and material. 

Between Synods, the Prime Bishop is entrusted with 

the care of the entire Church, and together with the 

Supreme Council has care of the funds of the 

Church. 

The time period between Synods was regularized to 

be four years as of 1954. Membership in the Su-

preme Council is defined in the Constitution as 

(Continued on Page 12.) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


12 God’s Field — May 2017 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

Prime Bishop, Bishops Ordinary, Coadjutors and 

Auxiliaries, Vice Rector of the Savonarola Seminary, 

two laymen from each diocese elected by a caucus of 

diocesan delegates at the General Synod, one clergy-

man from each diocese elected by a caucus of dioce-

san clergymen at the General Synod, one representa-

tive from the Supreme Management of the Polish Na-

tional Union (PNU) of America appointed by the 

Prime Bishop, two laymen at large appointed by the 

Prime Bishop and the treasurer of the Church. The 

members are approved by the Synod. Vacancies oc-

curring between Synods are appointed by the Prime 

Bishop and ratified by the Council. The National 

Church came into existence because of the struggle 

between the parish pastor and his parishioners for the 

control and administration of parochial property 

which was acquired by their hard work. 

The Thirteenth General Synod held in 1967 modified 

the Constitution and Laws of the P.N.C.C. as follows: 

Article IV, 3 “It is a fundamental principle of the 

P.N.C.C. that the real property and all of the assets of 

any parish are the property of those people who build, 

support and conform to the laws of the P.N.C.C. and 

are in union with that parish and diocese. The admin-

istration and control over the property of the parish 

belongs to the parish committee confirmed by the di-

ocesan bishop and strictly dependent upon and are 

answerable to the lawful Church authorities.” Article 

4) No parish can be liquidated without the written 

permission of the Prime Bishop and the Supreme 

Church Council - Article 5) In the event of the com-

plete liquidation of a parish, or the change of title of 

property ownership, all property moveable and im-

movable becomes the property of the P.N.C.C. 

The 1904 Constitution and Laws identified active 

members as those who shall have the right to all of 

the Church’s spiritual values as well the right to man-

age and administer the Church’s property, and are 

those who take an active part in the spiritual life of 

the Church, that is, receive the sacraments established 

by Christ our Lord, leads a Christian life and dis-

charges his financial obligations established by the 

parish and Synod. In case a member fails to pay his 

church obligations or a period of six months, and 

does not justify himself before his pastor or parish 

committee, and upon the expiration of an additional 

six month period, the parish committee, after an in-

vestigation and verification of his unpaid delinquen-

cies, loses his right to be a member of the parish.” 

The ecclesiastical structure of the Church includes 

Standard Organizations. These organizations are a 

part of the Church’s ideology and under the P.N.C.C. 

constitution become an integral part of a pastor’s du-

ties. The pastor is charged with the duty of organizing 

and developing the Standard Organizations in his par-

ish. These organizations include: Women of the Ado-

ration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, the Girls’ So-

dality, the Boys’ Defenders, the Children of Mary, 

the Society of Divine Love, the Maria Konopnicka 

Society, the Friends of the Polish School Societies, 

Young Men’s Society of Resurrection and the Parish 

Choirs. There are descriptions of the histories and 

purpose of the Women of the Adoration of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament, the Maria Konopnicka Society, 

Young Men’s Society of Resurrection, the United 

Choir of the P.N.C.C., the School of Christian Living, 

the Friends of the Polish School Societies, and the 

Polish National Union of America.  

Chapter Three, Ideology, of the P.N.C.C., states that 

Church Ideology is the total system of the ideals, doc-

trine and views of a given faith of man’s relationship 

to God, his neighbor, other faiths and society. Church 

Ideology encompasses four elements: 1. Doctrine of 

faith and morals, 2. Liturgical life, 3. System of or-

ganization, and 4. Social bonds with other faiths, the 

state and ethnic background. The P.N.C.C. broke 

with the Roman Catholic Church (RCC) because they 

rejected the  RCC’s social and legal structure. During 

the first four years, the P.N.C.C. was not to break 

with Rome but to demand that the wrong be repaired. 

That changed after December 16, 1900 when Rome 

refused to right the wrong. Bishop Francis Hodur jus-

tified the need for a separate “Confession of Faith” at 

the Warsaw Synod in 1928 as follows: We are of the 

conviction that as in secular sciences, the learned can, 

with the progress of knowledge, give new truths 

(axioms), so in matters of religion also. Progress and 

evolution should be considered as justified, and work 

should always be done to achieve a higher perfection 

and attain a better knowledge of God and His laws . . 

. Therefore we, the Polish National Catholic Church . 

. . . undoubtedly have the right to reflect in this sub-

ject and develop the principles of our Divine Master, 

required for our salvation, in such manner will serve 

our yearnings and meet the needs of the human soul 

of our epoch.  

There were two stages of the P.N.C.C.’s theological 

transformation a) from 1901 to 1913, and b) from 

1914 to 1922. The first stage ended with the Confes-
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sion of Faith of the P.N.C.C. , and the second stage, 

with The Eleven Great Principles. To convey the 

idea that the property was the property of the nation, 

i. e. the people, Rev. Francis Hodur gave the Church 

the name ‘National Church.’ Even before he was ex-

communicated Rev. Francis Hodur said he could not 

believe in the infallibility of the pope, because 

“nowhere in the Holy Scripture, is it written that Je-

sus, the Lord, bestowed upon Peter or any of the 

apostles the power of infallibility.” Bishop Hodur 

offered two arguments against the concept of Origi-

nal Sin: “Sin is a conscious and voluntary breaking 

of a law binding us in our conscience.  After all, no 

one besides the first parents in paradise, took part 

consciously and voluntarily in disobedience to God. 

Since God creates and infuses a new human soul for 

every child that is born and does not create and mul-

tiply sin, how then, can the sin of the first parents 

pass on to their descendants.” A liturgical innovation 

of the P.N.C.C. was the introduction of the liturgy in 

the language of the people so that they would be able 

to more fully participate. Initially the language was 

Polish and then in English. Another liturgical inno-

vation of the P.N.C.C. was the celebration of the 

Mass facing the people. At the Scranton Cathedral, a 

portable altar, large enough for con-celebrated mass-

es, was donated by John and Wanda Ostroski, and 

blessed by Prime Bishop Leon Grochowski on Janu-

ary 22, 1967. 

The following liturgical changes to the Mass were 

made in 1969: (1) the Epistle and Gospel are read 

facing the people; (2) the Gloria, Creed and the Our 

Father prayer are recited or sung by the faithful; (3) 

permission was granted to administer Communion 

by intinction; and (4) the Sermon is to be read fol-

lowing the Gospel. 

The Fourth General Synod, 1921, adopted the form 

of General Confession for adults and abolished com-

pulsory celibacy for the clergy. 

The Sixth General Synod, 1954, established the pro-

cedure for marital annulment; they were supplement-

ed at the Thirteenth General Synod held in 1971. A 

three-tiered Judiciary System for all members of the 

Church was also established at the Sixth General 

Synod. 

The long history of the P.N.C.C.’s cooperation with 

other churches is described in this chapter. “The offi-

cial statement of the P.N.C. Church pertaining to oth-

er denominations is contained in the resolutions of 

the First General Synod held in 1904, namely: Refer-

ring to other Christian communities, we state that we 

do not condemn any one of them. We sympathize 

with every church whose object is to ennoble and 

sanctify man and bring the Gospel of Jesus and peace 

to humanity.” In 1907 the P.N.C.C. became a mem-

ber of the Utrecht Union of the Old Catholic Church-

es and afterwards was an active participant in the Old 

Catholic Congresses and in the International Confer-

ences of Old Catholic Bishops. Consent to enter into 

intercommunion with the Episcopal Church was 

granted by the 8th General Synod held on October 

18, 1946. The Church of England at the Lambeth 

Conference of 1948, at which the P.N.C.C. was rep-

resented by Bishop John Z. Jasinski, approved and 

accepted this intercommunion.  

Religion for Bishop Francis Hodur was also a mighty 

social instrument for making man’s life on earth more 

meaningful. when the Polish National Alliance of 

America abandoned the acceptance of non-Roman 

Catholics into membership, Bishop Hodur, in 1908, 

organized the Polish National Union of America. 

Bishop Hodur was very much interested in education 

and the printed word. Special teaching courses were 

organized by Bishop Hodur; cultural evening classes 

being regularly held. Lending libraries were estab-

lished by the Ladies ANS Society and the Maria 

Konopnicka Society. Famous Poles when visiting the 

USA were invited to Scranton to make presentations. 

Bishop Hodur published Church newspapers, Straż 

(The Guard), Rola Boża (God’s Field), and Trybuna 

(Tribune). Other periodicals were Nowy Swiat (New 

World), Dzis I Jutro (Today and Tomorrow), Wiara I 

Zycie (Faith and Life), and the quarterly Polka 

(Polish Woman). The Scranton Cathedral had a liter-

ary bookstore. 

I urge every member of the P.N.C.C. to read this 

book. It will answer many questions about what was 

done and why it was done.  

Joseph Francis Seliga 

Chairman, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

http://pncc.org/
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Clergy Pension Fund Committee 
Polish National Catholic Church 
Chancery of  the Western Diocese 

920 N. Northwest Highway 
Park Ridge, IL  60068-2358 

On behalf of the Clergy Pension Fund Committee, I would like to acknowledge donations that have come to 

the Fund in the recent months. 

In memory of Lottie Detweiler from Sharon Gettel, Harrisburg, PA 

In memory of Very Rev. Joseph Kobylarz and Rev. Roman Misiewicz from Clergy Circle Western Diocese  

In memory of śp. Fr. Raymond Drada:  

Most Rev. Anthony and Carol Mikovsky, Scranton, PA  

Rt. Rev. Paul and Karen Sobiechowski, Manchester, NH  

Most Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Cape Coral, FL 

Paul and Barbara Bernstein, Muskego, WI 

Rev. Jason and Natalie Soltysiak, Parma, OH 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bilinski, Troy, MI 

Saint Mary’s P.N.C.C., Parma, OH 

Lydia Hohn, Bridgeville, PA 

Mrs. Eva Meus, Portage, IN  

Our Savior Mission Church, Hobart, IN 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Kaniewski, Franklin, WI 

David and Cynthia Pecynski, Cheektowaga, NY 

William and Judith Kaczor, Gulf Breeze, FL 

Matthew and Rebecca McCabe, Shelby Township, MI 

Ann Eileen Dunn, Madison Heights, MI 

Judith Lamping, Wayne, NJ 

Carole D’Arcy , Broadview Heights, OH  

Thomas and Felicia Senz, Naperville, IL 

Charles and Deborah Earl, Naperville, IL 

Padre Antulio Alvarado and Divine Word Parish, Chicago, IL 

Shirley Mietlicki-Floyd, South Deerfield, MA 

Clergy Circle of the Western Diocese 

We would also like to offer special acknowledgements to: 

John Navalany, Dupont, PA - $5,000.00 

In memory of Very Rev. Benjamin and Claire Mazewski from the Mazewski family - $5,000.00 

With humble thanks and deep appreciation,  

Very truly yours, 

Clergy Pension Fund Committee 

 

Bishop Stanley Bilinski, Chairman 

http://pncc.org/
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Kurs 2017 

Spring is here and summer is right around the corner.  That means it is time once again for the annual Kurs 

encampment.  Our theme this year is “We hold a Treasure.” 

Registration and drop-off of campers will be Saturday, July 1st, starting at 9:00 a.m. 

The registration time is earlier this year because our “INDEPENDENCE DAY” celebration will happen 

that day with Holy Mass at Noon by  The Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop. 

The Y.M.S. of R. picnic will follow Mass. 

There will be no Mass or picnic on July 4th. 

Pick-up of campers will be Saturday. July 8th. at Noon. 

 

The Kurs encampment is a Polish National Catholic Church tradition sponsored by The Y.M.S. of R. 

Rates:  Polish National Catholic Church Member- $210.00 per child 

             Non P.N.C.C. member - $260.00 per child 

  

The reasonable rates will provide your child with 7 days of camp.  They will participate in team building and 

leadership activities that will build lifelong friendships.  The campers will be under the supervision of the Kurs 

counselors who were all campers themselves and want to make your child’s experience as memorable and en-

joyable as possible.  It is their hard work and dedication that makes the Kurs experience possible. 

Our Theme “We Hold a Treasure” is relative to Jesus Christ being our one treasure our Lord and Savior.  The 

Treasure is also present in The Eucharist, The Word of the Lord, The Church, and there is a Treasure in Fami-

ly, Friends, and Community.  There is also a Treasure in all of us that we need to find.  With all this treasure 

talk, the staff plans to build on the theme socially by incorporating the Pirates of Waymart.  We will also be 

digging up a time capsule that was placed in the ground in 2007, and place a new one in this year.  

Camper Registration and Medical Forms are due back by Saturday June 17th, 2017. 

A $20.00 deposit is required with registration and checks can be made payable to 

Y.M.S. of R. Central Committee. 

  

Mail forms and payment to: KURS 2017, 611 West Grace Street, Old Forge, PA 18518 

(**This is not the camp address; this is only the registration address**) 

***The Camp address is 611 Honesdale Road, Waymart, PA 18472 *** 

 

To ensure your child’s participation, please return your form as soon as possible.   

We will notify you if we have reached our capacity. 

 

Please do not come earlier than the times listed for drop-off and pick-up of campers.  If there is a conflict 

please email Stacey Crispino-Shrive at Scrisp83@aol.com  to make arrangements.  If you need further infor-

mation please call Nick Kazinetz at (570) 604-2620.   

We look forward to seeing you. 

Nick Kazinetz, President, United Y.M.S. of R. 

Rev. James Konicki, Camp Spiritual Advisor 

Stacey Crispino Shrive, Counselor 

Further information and forms can be found on the P.N.C.C. website at: 

pncc.org/?event=save-the-date-kurs-2017 

http://pncc.org/
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NUC 25th Music Workshop and 33rd General Convention 

July 26-28, 2017 

Hosted by the Frederick Chopin Choir 

Holy Trinity Cathedral 

166 Pearl Street 

Manchester, NH 

Join us and refresh your personal and parish music ministry with new ideas for song and voice! 

Convention meetings, workshop sessions and concert will be held at the beautifully restored 

Holy Trinity Cathedral. Accommodations can be booked at La Quinta Inn and Suites, 21 Front 

Street, Manchester, NH, 603-669-5400. 

Workshop topics include: 

 Bring your best voice to church 

 developing your singing voice and keeping it healthy. 

 Arranging and adapting music for your choir 

 Incorporating instruments in worship 

 Choral reading of “user friendly” anthems 

 Introducing new music by PNC composers 

Come and share your voice and ideas with fellow  choir members and musicians.  Need 

more information? Contact Karen Sobiechowski at 603-622-4524 or 

ksobiechowski@yahoo.com 

Further information, mandates and forms can be found online at pncc.org/?event=2451 

(Approaching the Time of the Spirit- Continued from Page 3.) 

It is inspired by this same Spirit that we take up our 

place within God’s Holy Church, some called to 

service in the ministry of administration of Parish 

Committees, Diocesan and National Commissions; 

some called to the ministry of service and devotion in 

the Women’s Society of the Adoration of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament and the Young Men’s Society of 

Resurrection; some called to the ministry of raising 

our families and leading them in the Christian 

Catholic faith; and all called to the ministry of 

worshiping the one true God, Who gives life and 

sustains it.  In all of these ways and many more it is 

once again St. Paul who reminds us: “There are 

different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 

there are different forms of service but the same 

Lord; there are different workings but the same God 

Who produces all of them in everyone.  To each 

individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 

some benefit.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

In this time of waiting for the Spirit, in these weeks 

leading up to the Solemnity of Pentecost, pray for the 

Spirit to “inflame your heart, enlighten your mind 

and purify your soul” but also seek to know where 

the Spirit is leading you to be of service within the 

Church today.  If we say with conviction that “to 

each the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some 

benefit” then pray and seek to know how the Spirit 

has gifted you to be of benefit and service to all of 

the people of God within our holy Polish National 

Catholic Church. 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark
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https://local.yahoo.com/info-204944738-la-quinta-inn-suites-manchester-manchester?stx=la%20quinta&csz=Manchester,%20NH&fr=lsrp
mailto:ksobiechowski@yahoo.com
http://www.pncc.org/?event=2451
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From the Future Direction Subcommittee of the Supreme Council 

Polish National Catholic Church  

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia!.  As we celebrate the joy of the Resurrection and give praise 

and glory to God during this Easter season - we also have an eye on the coming Solemnity of Pentecost and 

are reminded of the importance of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. 

The Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, continues to teach, govern and sanctify the Church.  It is 

by the power of the Holy Spirit that our Lord continues to be present to His Church through the Sacra-

ments.  Do we allow the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us?  Do we embrace the gifts of the Holy Spirit to keep 

us firm in our commitment to Christ and His Holy Church?  

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are: Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, Counsel, Strength, Godliness and fear 

of the Lord.   

As we are called during this month to commit to the guidance of the Holy Spirit - let us remember the declara-

tion we made after we received the Sacrament of Confirmation: 

On this solemn day of my life, the day on which I received the Sacrament of Confirmation, 

I publicly declare before Almighty God, His holy 

Church, and all here present, that I shall be a faithful member of Christ's Church. 

Strengthened by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

I promise to do all in my power to live according to the Commandments of God and fulfill His holy will. 

      I promise to avoid sin, the occasion of sin and evil companionship. 

I promise to remember always, and in all places, that I am a member of the Polish National Catholic Church 

and to faithfully fulfill all my obligations towards this Church. 

So help me, God, one in the Blessed Trinity and all the saints.  Amen. 

Please keep this church-wide undertaking begun at Holy Synod in your daily prayers – asking the Holy Spirit 

to lead and guide this work and allow it to bear fruit for the building of His Kingdom through our Holy 

Church.  As we continue our year of commitment 2017 - let us continue and renew our Commitment to Christ 

and our Holy Catholic and Apostolic P.N.C.C. and when in doubt just "Be Kind". 

 

May God bless and may the Spirit guide you and your family.   

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


20 God’s Field — May 2017 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 

Transfiguration of our Lord Parish 

Mount Pleasant, PA 

Recently, during Holy Mass, on behalf of the 

Transfiguration of our Lord Parish, Father Bruce 

Sleczkowski and the Parish Council presented Daniel 

Levendulsky, former parish council chairman, with a 

mantel clock.  Inscribed on the mantel clock were the 

words “Daniel Levendulsky, Chairman 2003-2017 in 

appreciation for service in Transfiguration of our 

Lord P.N.C.C. Parish.”  Mr. Levendulsky from the 

beginning of the parish’s organization served in this 

capacity and oversaw many milestones in the parish’s 

short history. Before Daniel wanted to pass the torch, 

he wanted to complete the parish’s goals to pay off 

the parish mortgage and to place a steeple on the 

Church Building . Both were accomplished in 2016. 

Submitted by Rev. Bruce Sleczkowski 

Pictured:  James Rudnick, 2017 Parish Council Chairman, presenting Daniel Levendulsky with the mantel clock, Fathers Bruce Slec-

zkowski and Joseph Mazurkiewicz, 2017 Parish Council members and parish acolytes 

Mortgage Burning Celebration, 2016 New Steeple, 2016 

http://pncc.org/
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Central Diocese 

Palm Sunday at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish 

Dupont, PA 

The Blessing of Palms, Procession and Holy Mass 

was held on April 9, 2017 at Holy Mother of Sorrows 

Parish, Dupont, PA. It was a joy to see the church 

almost completely filled with parishioners and 

friends. 

Breakfast with the Bunny, sponsored by our Parish 

PTO, followed the church celebration. 

Our Parish PTO would like to thank everyone who 

helped on Saturday and Sunday to prepare such a 

great Bunny Breakfast: Carol Bondurich, Julie 

Slezak, Girl Scout Troop 33589 Judi Cocco, Donna 

Micka, Lois McHugh, Dorothy Kishel, Grace 

Slezak, Christa & Kyra Richards, George 

Remak, Diane Weeks.  

posed her Son. She knew when Jesus was arrested, 

tried, and sentenced  to death. On that Good Friday, 

when all of the Apostles, except one, were in hiding, 

Mary was at the foot of the cross as Jesus redeemed 

the world. Mary was the first to hold Jesus on that 

Christmas day and the last to hold His lifeless body 

(May - The Month for Mothers - Continued from Page 6.) on that first Good Friday.  When the Church was 

born on Pentecost, Mary was with the disciples as the 

Holy Spirit descended upon them.  She dedicated her 

life to Jesus and showed great love and loyalty to 

Him. She has set an example for all of us to follow. 

On this Mothers' Day let us honor our mother and the 

Blessed Mother. 

http://pncc.org/
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Latham’s 15th Annual PolishFest 

A Jam-Packed 3-day Celebration of Polish and Polish American Culture! 

For the 15th time, PolishFest, hosted by the Blessed 

Virgin Mary of Czestochowa P.N.C.C. Parish, 250 

Old Maxwell Road, Latham, NY, returns from Fri-

day, June 2 through Sunday, June 4, 2017.  Every 

year PolishFest brings an eclectic sampling of Polish 

and Polish-American food, music, art and history to 

the Capital District. While there will be plenty of hot 

Polka music, dancing and pierogi, PolishFest goes 

beyond expectations and offers a wide-ranging selec-

tion of Polish and other Eastern European cultural 

experiences. 

Admission is $5, with a $1 discount for Price Chop-

per Advantage Card holders.  Children 12 and young-

er are admitted for free and children’s activities at the 

festival are free of charge. Seniors 62 years old and 

up are admitted for free on Sunday, June 4.  

For many people, PolishFest is all about the food! 

From our gourmet pierogi bar, to our Polish Platter, 

to our a la carte food offerings (kielbasa, golabki, 

kapusta, borsht, potato pancakes, haluski, and more!), 

PolishFest will give you many ways to enjoy Polish 

cuisine! Chester’s Smokehouse and the Euro Deli are 

supplying the items not made on site. You can even 

get a slice of the famous PolishFest Pizza (pagacz) at 

the bar, with an imported Polish beer. Authentic 

Polish dessert crepes, cheese cakes, and confections 

are the perfect way to finish a meal. 

There will be a variety of music and plenty of oppor-

tunity to dance, with Tony’s Polka Band (Saturday, 

June 3) and the Rymanowski Brothers (Sunday, June 

4). Bring your dancing shoes! Did you know that Pol-

ka dancing burns over 500 calories an hour? St. Adal-

bert’s Dancers and the BVMC Dancers will be per-

forming Polish folk dances and fancy polka moves on 

Sunday, June 4. The Disco Polo dance band, Sygnal, 

will be performing Saturday, June 3. Disco Polo rose 

in popularity as Polish “street music” in the heady 

days  after the fall of Communism. It takes traditional 

folk melodies and subject matters and applies a mod-

ern dance beat – it is a musical May December mar-

riage that will get you on the dance floor at Polish-

Fest 

Eric Marczak, local Polish-American luthier, will be 

exhibiting his gorgeous handmade musical instru-

ments and Harry George Pellegrin will be playing a 

Marczak guitar in a classical guitar concert on Fri-

day, June 2. There will be a Chopin Piano Concert 

showcasing the winners of the 2016 Capital District 

Council for Young Musicians (CDCYM) Chopin Pi-

ano Competition Winners on Saturday, June 3. 

On Sunday, June 4, The Bravo Strings, a Saratoga 

Springs based youth performance group, will per-

form a concert of Slavic Folk Music. Expect to see 

strolling violins throughout the day on Sunday. 

Stanley Chepaitis will be discussing and demonstrat-

ing Lithuanian folk song tradition called Sutartines 

(which is Lithuanian for “to be in accord”) on Sun-

day, June 4. Using video excerpts from a UN video 

about the resurgence of this tradition in Lithuania and 

also video excerpts from the concert performance by 

his quartet performing one of these folk songs.  

Are you ready to funk up your playlist? On Saturday, 

June 3, Slavic culture writer, Kat Alberti, will intro-

duce you to six Polish Electronica Artists who were 

the subject of a list she compiled for the Culture.PL 

web site. 

Grab your e-readers or your reading glasses, because 

PolishFest is featuring three books that will give you 

a fresh perspective on current events! Read together, 

the three selections (a thriller, an extensively re-

searched non-fiction historical account, and a mem-

oir) provide a broad understanding of what it is like 

to be a forced laborer and refugee in times of war and 

the resilience of immigrant survivors. 

The Amber, by Barbara Chepaitis: The Amber is 

thriller, a love story, and a historical odyssey span-

ning centuries, featuring ancient Lithuanian lore and 

a haunted violin. On Sunday only, Stanley Chepaitis 

joins the author to present on the Lithuanian folk 

song tradition called Sutartines. Barbara Chepaitis 

earned her doctorate in composition & teaches at a 

university in upstate New York, where she makes her 
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home. She is the author of a futuristic suspense se-

ries, thrillers, and non-fiction. In her own words, “My 

biography, using one piece of paper, would be a 

drawing of a tree, with roots reaching down through 

the darkest part of the earth toward its molten core, 

and branches straining toward the stars. Birds, a few 

monkeys, a jaguar, and a million fireflies would pop-

ulate the branches hung with all kinds of fruit and 

flowers. And it would be a big tree. Very big indeed. 

Big as a soul.” 

Wearing the Letter P: Polish Women as Forced La-

borers in Nazi Germany, 1939-1945, by Sophie 

Hodorowicz Knab: Required to sew a large letter "P" 

onto their jackets, thousands of women were taken 

from their homes in Poland and forced to work for 

the Reich across Germany for months and years on 

end. Compelled to learn more about her mother's ex-

perience and that of other Polish women, Knab began 

a personal and emotional quest. Over the course of 14 

years, she conducted extensive research of postwar 

trial testimonies housed in archives in the U.S., Lon-

don, and in Warsaw to piece together facts and indi-

vidual stories from this singular and often-overlooked 

aspect of World War II history. 

A Homeland Denied: In the Footsteps of a Polish 

POW, by Irena Kossakowski: This book follows the 

horrific journey of Waclaw Kossakowski from im-

prisonment in the notorious Kozelsk prison to the 

forced labor camp in the Siberian Arctic Circle, to the 

blistering dry deserts of the Middle East, where the 

student, who had never picked up a gun, was taught 

to fight. Waclaw fought in the Italian campaign, at 

Monte Cassino, Ancona and Bologna. This dramatic 

and poignant story is recounted in vivid detail and 

documents a tragic period in the history of the Polish 

people in Europe, but is ultimately a story of hope, 

love and survival dramatized with many colorful il-

lustrations. 

Our workshops and lectures are a wonderful place to 

learn more about Polish history – and your own per-

sonal history. Here is just a sampling of what Polish-

Fest has to offer this year: 

Genealogy Workshops: Local genealogist, John 

Szypulski, will lead a seminar reviewing internet da-

tabases and resources, and other sources and methods 

for researching your Polish ancestry.  The focus this 

year will be on the importance of diacritical 

marks.  John will assist people with finding the cor-

rect Polish spelling of the names in family histories 

and use the spelling to search the Geneteka.pl data-

base.    

Cooking Demonstrations: Laura & Pete Zeranski are 

a husband-and-wife team that has been cooking and 

eating classic Polish food together for almost forty 

years. Learn to make classic Polish recipes with 

Laura and Pete.  Buy their cook books in the Vendor 

Hall! 

Women of the Warsaw Uprising: All the way from 

the UK, Polish-British history blogger, Alina 

Nowobliska, is coming to present a history of the 

brave women who were part of the tragic Warsaw 

Uprising during WWII. 

Oh! The Horror! Polish Horror Movies Under Com-

munism: Kat Alberti presents a talk on an article she 

translated from Russian for the Culture.PL web site. 

Drawing on work by Vladimir Gromov, Kat will dis-

cuss the most interesting Polish horror films, those 

made during Poland’s time under the communist re-

gime. The horror films made in Poland under com-

munism were devoid of the usual clichés of the genre 

and therefore Polish horror movies from this period 

stand out as uniquely terrifying! 

David and Zuzana Lundeen will demonstrate Oplatki 

making and Slovak Easter egg decorating at Polish-

Fest.  Their Oplatki and Easter Eggs will be available 

for purchase. 

Local history student, Sara Zlotnik, will bring Thad-

deus Kosciusko to life. Sara works at the Saratoga 

Battlefield National Park, where Kosciusko’s brilliant 

battle strategy turned the American Revolution 

around.  

The PolishFest vendor hall is full of hard-to-find im-

ported Polish and Slavic gifts. From Polish Pottery to 

Baltic Amber Jewelry to Wood Carvings, there are 

many items that cannot be found elsewhere in the 

Capital District.  There are also T-Shirts, Books, 

Sports Jerseys and many other items available for 

purchase. 

For more information, go to polishfest-ny.org, or fol-

low us on Facebook at PolishFestNY. You can also 

follow us on Twitter @PolishFestNY.  

Submitted by Anntonette Zembrzuski Alberti  
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About 230 pounds worth of old and expired prescription medications were on their way 

Saturday from a Fall River church hall to a state police incinerator. 

By Brian Fraga  

Herald News Staff Reporter  

(Posted April 29, 2017) 

About 230 pounds worth of old and expired prescrip-

tion medications were on their way Saturday from a 

Fall River church hall to a state police incinerator. 

“We had a good turnout. I think the event went very 

well,” Lance Tehan, a program coordinator for the 

Massachusetts Opiate Abuse Prevention Coalition, 

said Saturday as he manned the Prescription Drug 

Take-Back Day table at Blessed Trinity Church on 

Plymouth Avenue. 

Sponsored nationwide by the U.S. Drug Enforcement 

Agency, the take-back program is designed to give 

people a safe way to dispose of their unused prescrip-

tion meds, and to emphasize the message that people 

should be turning in old prescriptions to designated 

drop-off spots instead of throwing them in the trash 

or flushing them down the toilet. 

Drug addiction counselors and officials involved in 

the battle over opioids and public health have also 

been talking up drug take-back programs in recent 

years as an effective way to prevent powerful and 

addictive painkillers such as Percocet and OxyContin 

from getting into the wrong hands. 

Tehan said between 200 to 300 people stopped by the 

church hall between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Saturday 

to turn in their old prescription bottles. About 65 of 

them received $5 gift cards. 

“Some people were coming in with full bags,” Tehan 

said. 

The local take-back efforts were also sponsored Sat-

urday by the BOLD Coalition, the Fall River Police 

Department and the City of Fall River. Tehan and a 

police officer who stood near the drop-off table said 

the day’s haul at Blessed Trinity was consistent with 

past years. The estimated 230 pounds of old medicine 

were packed into large cardboard boxes. The police 

officer said Fall River Police Department’s drug drop

-off kiosk — which many people on Saturday were 

surprised to learn is available to the public 24 hours a 

day — has to be emptied every two to three weeks. 

“That’s all reflective of the hard work put in by a lot 

of people,” Tehan said. 

During the take-back, Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich Jr., 

pastor of Blessed Trinity Church, stood nearby in the 

parish hall with parishioners cooking Polish food. He 

personally thanked some of the people who came by 

the church to drop off their pills. 

“I think it’s a wonderful thing the BOLD Coalition is 

doing,” Nemkovich said. “We’re glad to open our 

doors for them.” 
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Spring Activities are in Full Bloom 
at St. Mary’s Parish in South Bend, IN 

Once again, Lenten carry-in dinners were held prior 

to Lenten services. Wonderful food,  fellowship, and 

meaningful Lenten services have led to increased at-

tendance. 

On Wednesday, April 5, an Upper Room Service was 

held. Foods similar to those eaten during The Last 

Supper were consumed. A stew, bean soup, salad 

with items of the Mediterranean region, a dish with 

potatoes & chicken, unleavened bread, wine, figs, 

dates and nuts were eaten. Biblical readings were al-

so presented. The entire evening was very moving 

spiritually, and plans are already being discussed for 

next year. 

The St Joseph Men’s organization held a Spring 

Clean-up on Saturday, April 1, cleaning the Church 

grounds as well as the Church interior. 

Palm Sunday was very busy. The Ladies Adoration 

Society had a bake sale with a variety of pastries in-

cluding cheesecakes, Lamb cakes, Easter cookies, 

specialty cakes and coffee cakes, pies, brownies and 

cupcakes. The Chopin Choir distributed Chocolate 

Easter eggs and chocolate rabbits to parishioners who 

had pre-ordered the items. Palm Sunday service was 

very inspiring as parishioners carrying palms pro-

cessed through the Church. 

Volunteers helped decorate and prepare the Church 

for Holy Days and Easter. Holy Thursday, Good Fri-

day, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday brought to a 

close the beautiful inspiring message of Christ’s suf-

fering and resurrection. 

Prayer Walking continues with the most recent pray-

ers offered outside the County Jail. 

The Frederic Chopin Choir will distribute carnations 

to all Mothers on Mother’s Day, and singing will co-

ordinate with the Mother’s Day theme. 

All of us at St. Mary’s extend our warmest wishes to 

you for wonderful Spring and Summer seasons! 
Submitted by Fran Lemanski 
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From the Chancery of the Western Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

Park Ridge, IL 

According to Article IX, Section 13 of The Constitution and Laws of the Polish National Catholic Church, Rt. 

Rev. Stanley M. Bilinski, Bishop Ordinary, Western Diocese, Polish National Catholic Church, suspended 

Rev. Zbigniew Adam Wsul as a priest of the Polish National Catholic Church as of May 8, 2017. 
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Parma Hunger Center Food Collection 

St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH 

St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH, took part in a Lenten 

Food Collection for the Parma Hunger Center. Each 

week, the parish bulletin directed what would be 

needed for the next week and parishioners provided 

what was needed.  

The Parish Committee also directed the Helping 

Hand fund to make a donation of $250 to the Hunger 

Center to aid them in their assistance of local neigh-

bors in need.  

Many thanks to anyone who donated food items or 

cash towards this endeavor. 'Truly I tell you, whatev-

er you did for one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me.' (Matthew 25:40). 
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Western Diocese Chrism Mass 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Cedar Lake, IN 

On Holy Tuesday, April 11, 2017, the Western Dioc-

esan Chrism Mass took place at St. Michael the 

Archangel Parish in Cedar Lake, IN.  

All of the Diocesan priests are called to attend this 

Holy Mass (preceded this year by a short Clergy 

Conference) and, along with the Diocesan Bishop, 

bless the Holy Oils that will be of use in the Diocese 

throughout the coming year.  
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Hail, Blessed Mary 

Hail, Blessed Mary, Virgin most holy. 

We come before you, imploring lowly, 

Your gentle favor to help us wholly, 

Pray for us, Mary, Mother of Jesus. 

How like the lily among the flowers, 

How like the daystar among the hours, 

You are the purest among the powers. 

Pray for us, Mary, Mother of Jesus. 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark

