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During this entire year of 2019, the Polish National 

Catholic Church has been focused on the issues that 

surround Discipleship and how our religious life is to 

be one of following our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, in all that we do.  If this is the case then we 

must also know that the Lord must also be a part of 

our life’s calling, our vocation.  As we consider the 

many aspects of our discipleship, our following Jesus 

throughout our entire life, we have been concerned 

with the many ways in which we are to live our reli-

gious life, not just within our parish churches, but 

most especially outside of the walls of our parishes. 

Consideration in this manner hits home for us in a 

special way during the month of June within the 

Polish National Catholic Church since we spend time 

in prayer and consideration of the Sacred Vocations 

of the Church, the men who are and will become 

priests and deacons.  June has historically been the 

month in which we honor our fathers on Father’s 

Day and so the Church chooses this month as well to 

honor our spiritual fathers, the bishops, priests and 

deacons of God’s Holy Church.  It was for this rea-

son that the Polish National Catholic Church has cho-

sen the first Sunday in June to be Clergy 

Appreciation Sunday and also while we consider at 

this time the funding of the Clergy Pension Fund, as 

a lifelong care for the clergy of our Church. 

I certainly hope that each and every parish of the 

Church showed some appreciation to their local cler-

gy earlier this month and if you have not, there is still 

time within the month of June to do so.  I also pray 

that all will consider the important and vital role that 

the clergy play within each and every one of our 

lives.  The clergy walk the journey of life with each 

of us and become an expression of the encouraging 

and comforting presence of Almighty God among us.  

Just take a moment to consider the role of the clergy 

for each of our lives.  It is certainly obvious to see 

that a member of the clergy was a part of all of the 

highest joyful and sorrowful events of our lives.  

During those moments of sadness when a member of 

the family is sick, or following the death of a loved 

one, our clergy provided the comfort and strength of 

God.  During the joyful moments such as the birth of 

a child or the joining of two lives in matrimony it 

was the clergy who pronounced God’s blessings.  But 

even with all of this it is only just scratching the sur-

face.  In the community life of the Church, in the 

Christian Family that is a parish community, the cler-

gy is there to show us the continuing presence of 

Almighty God and how we are called to live lives of 

discipleship, not just for an hour on Sunday, but ra-

ther at each and every moment.   

As members of our Holy Church we see that the cler-

gy, the priests and deacons, are vital to our spiritual 

and religious life.  We therefore must all be 

concerned about the encouragement and fostering of 
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Sacred Vocations.  In this we must look to the exam-

ple of our Lord Jesus Christ and, in the spirit of disci-

pleship, see how He called His first followers who 

became the Apostles.  St. Matthew’s Gospel tells us: 

“As He was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw 

two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his 

brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were 

fishermen.  He said to them, “Come after Me, and I 

will make you fishers of men.”  At once they left 

their nets and followed Him.” (Matthew 4:18-20)  

Although this scene is quite striking in its shortness 

and quick response, we can surmise that there is also 

something else going on behind the scene which 

helped to bring this situation to this focus point.   

We know that Jesus had been in the local area 

preaching for some time and announcing the Good 

News.  He had been in the area explaining exactly 

what was contained within the message, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17b)  

This shows us the beginning of the way in which to 

nurture a vocation.  Each family of the church must 

be an active and full participant in the liturgical and 

teaching ministries of the parish community.  We all 

must treasure the riches that have been given to us in 

the words of Scripture, through the homilies preached 

to the congregation and most fully within the sacra-

mental life of the parish.  We know too that this also 

must have been true of the first Apostles.  They were 

able to appreciate the teachings and ministry of Jesus 

because they had been reared in a religious culture 

and within families that looked for the working of 

God around them. 

This truly must be taken as a religious duty for us all 

in the Church today.  If the clergy are important to us, 

and in fact we know that they are vital, then we must 

encourage and perpetuate and most especially live in 

a way in which God’s voice can be heard among all 

of His people.  We must speak and act towards the 

clergy of our Holy Church in a respectful and honora-

ble manner, knowing that they are called by God to 

play an active role in each of our lives.  We must 

pray for our bishops, priests and deacons and encour-

age our children and families to do so as well.  We 

also must work together with the clergy of the 

Church knowing that while they play a vital role in 

God’s Holy Church we are also called as well to 

work together with them in building up the Kingdom 

of God.   

Through all of this, through how we choose to live 

our daily lives as members of the Holy Church of 

God, we will help to encourage vocations to the 

priesthood and diaconate.  It is not that we are 

charged with pushing anyone to be something that 

they are not called to be, but rather that we allow 

God’s voice to be heard in the lives of the young men 

of the Church to discern a Sacred Vocation.  In fact 

we should hope that God’s voice is heard for each 

and every child of God, so that the Church will be 

full, not only of men in Holy Orders, but also with 

people of all ages that are truly fulfilled in the work 

that God has called them to do and that they offer 

their talents and lives to the cause of God in the 

world. 

We truly can’t ask or pray for anything better.  To 

live such a life is also surely work, but it is also a la-

bor of love.  We know that parents will often sacri-

fice much for their children and their families.  There 

can be no greater thing to help to make sure that they 

are loved and spiritually healthy through their wor-

ship and the following of Jesus.  Let’s make sure that 

the voice of the Lord is open to the members of the 

Church. We are assured that Jesus still calls to the 

men of the Church in Sacred Vocations.  Let us help 

to make sure that His voice can be heard. 

To all of my brother bishops, Bishop John Mack, 

Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop Bernard Nowicki, 

Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert Nemkovich, Prime 

Bishop Emeritus John Swantek; to all of my brothers 

in the priesthood, the Senior Priests and Priests of the 

Church, and to my brother Deacons, please know that 

I cherish your work and service to God and His peo-

ple, I appreciate your dedication to Jesus Christ and 

His Church and I keep you in my prayers. 

(Discipleship and Vocation - Continued from Page 1.) 
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Special Synod 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The work of the Special Synod, to elect two Candidates for Bishop, is now under way.  The time for nomina-

tions has passed and those priests nominated must now discern God’s will for them in this awesome matter of 

being elected as a Candidate for Bishop.  During this time as well, plans are being made to host the clergy and 

lay delegates at St. Stanislaus Cathedral for the day of the Synod on Friday, October 25, 2019. 

Through all of this I encourage the members of the Church to keep in prayer those who have been nominated 

as Candidates for Bishop, for God’s strength and guidance as they discern their calling.  I also ask for prayers 

that through this process of election, the Polish National Catholic Church will be strengthened and reinvigorat-

ed as these servants of God, as Candidates for Bishop, will bring their wisdom and insight to a greater service 

within the Church and through them that God’s Kingdom will continue to be built among us. 

Letters will soon be sent to all parishes with information regarding Mandates and Registration Forms as well 

as information regarding local hotels.  This information will also be published in the pages of God’s Field. 

 

Prayer for the Bishops and Candidates for Bishop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus, You commanded Your Apostles to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to 

all nations.  You have called bishops to succeed the Apostles continuing the Apostolic ministry. 

May our bishops keep watch over the faith, unity and order of Your Holy Church.  Their inher-

itance is the faith of the Patriarchs and Prophets, Apostles and Martyrs, and believers of every 

generation who have looked to God with hope; may our Bishops and those to be elected as Can-

didates for Bishop, preserve that inheritance.  Bless Your servants, our Bishops and those who 

will be Candidates for Bishop, whom You call to the fullness of the priesthood, so that Your 

grace may shine forth in their character and conduct.  Strengthen them that they may be devoted 

shepherds and true examples for the flock entrusted to them.  This we ask in Your precious 

Name.  Amen. 
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P.N.C.C.—R.C.C. Dialogue Meets at Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral 

Lancaster, NY 

The Polish National Catholic Church - Roman Catholic Church Dialogue Meeting was conducted at Holy 

Mother of the Rosary P.N.C.C. Cathedral, Lancaster, NY, on May 14-15, 2019. 

Pictured are: Front row: Fr. Michael Pierz; Rev. Msgr. Vincent Grimalia; Rt. Rev. John Mack, Co-chair; Most 

Rev. Mitchell Rozanski, Co-Chair; Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski; Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik; Back row: Rt. 

Rev. Bernard Nowicki; Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich Jr.; Most Rev. Andrzej Zglejszewski; Most Rev. Joseph 

Kopacz; Rev. Wojciech Kowal and Rev. Ronald Roberson  
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Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council of the P.N.C.C. 

Scranton, PA 

Michael R. Mietlicki, Secretary, Supreme Council 

The Supreme Council met in the Frank Bednash Me-

morial Library at the National Church Center in 

Scranton, PA April 30 and May 1, 2019.  After wel-

coming everyone the Prime Bishop led opening pray-

er remembering in prayer Irene Jugan, who was hos-

pitalized.  

Attendance 

Members present were: Most Rev Anthony A. 

Mikovsky PhD, Rt. Rev. John Mack, Rt. Rev. Ber-

nard J. Nowicki, DD, Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, 

Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Very Rev. Gregory 

Mludzik, Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr., Very 

Rev. Jaroslaw Rafalko,  Rev. Zbigniew Kozar, Rev 

Scott Lill, D. Min, John Andrzejewski III, Cathy A. 

Bilinski, Diane E. Cheek, Marilyn A. Folcik, Robert 

T. Giczkowski, Paul Gorgol, Bruce S. Kaniewski,  

Gemma Meharchand, Michael R. Mietlicki, David 

Petrosky, Raymond J. Pieczarka, Kathryn Nem-

kovich, Joan Scheuneman, Becki Vivacqua. 

Excused 

Irene Jugan because of illness. 

Guests 

None 

Since this was the first meeting in the 2018 session, 

members introduced themselves.  Prime Bishop ad-

ministered the oath of office to those who weren’t 

present at the October 2018 Reconstitution Meeting. 

Proposed Agenda 

The proposed agenda was approved with minor mod-

ifications. 

Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the 2018 April Meeting of the Su-

preme Council were approved with minor spelling 

modifications.  The minutes of the 2018 October Re-

constitution Meeting were approved as presented.   

The Prime Bishop thanked the Secretary for his dedi-

cated work.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Joan Scheuneman, the P.N.C.C. Treasurer, summa-

rized her prepared report.  It included balance sheets 

as of 2-29-2018 and 2-28-2019 listing both current 

and fixed assets along with liabilities and equity, the 

investment schedule, fund summaries, and parish 

loans.  Also presented were the seminary investment 

schedules, donations, church expenses as well as the 

schedule of parish receipts.  The current mortgage on 

the NCC is $1,638,927.98.  Total investments as 

2/28/2019 was $2,286,440.47.  

Income from National Dues from all dioceses totaled 

$472,523.23.  Rental income totaled $281,780.48. 

Royalty income was down from last year and equaled 

$89,081.66. $43,935.75 was earned in interest from 

the Mason Fund.  A bequest from Edward Gatz was 

received for $68,615. Total income for the Admin-

istration Fund was $1,061,227.59. Total expenses 

were $1,098,321.36 resulting in a deficit of 

$37,093.77.   

Major expense categories included NCC Building 

expense of $457,059.64, NCC Salaries and Benefits 

of $141,811.46 and Clergy Hospitalization Plan of 

$193,000.  It was noted the Prime Bishop does not 

submit his travel expenses.  It was reported the 

church won its tax appeal with the City of Scranton 

through the efforts of the Prime Bishop.  The majori-

ty of the NCC building is now tax exempt. This will 

result in an annual savings of approximately 

$129,000 in real estate taxes. A PILOT [Payment In 

Lieu Of Taxes] program of $5,000 annually was 

agreed. The Prime Bishop received a round of ap-

plause for his efforts in this regard.  The line item for 

legal fees included work associated with this appeal 

and legal work in Canada.  Capital improvements for 

work on the NCC and the Prime Bishop’s residence 

totaled $13,915.15. Mission Fund income totaled 

$25,351.91. Total Mission Fund expense was 

$11,312.85.  Total 6% Fund income including in-

come from the Book Department was $156,548.24.  

Total 6% Fund expense was $41,231.27.  Total 

Youth Fund income was $3,508.84.  Total Youth 

fund expense was $6,000 for the Youth Convocation.  

Total seminary investments equal $1,310,020.61 as 

of February 28, 2019.    

As per the decisions made during the 2018 Annual 

Supreme Council Meeting, the Secretary of the Su-

preme Council did send year end reminders to the 

Diocesan Treasurers reminding them of the fiscal 

close.   While this helped get monies to the National 
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Church prior to the fiscal close additional progress is 

needed.   Likewise, because of national and diocesan 

efforts there are less parishes that are not financially 

supporting the P.N.C.C.  

Because there wasn’t time to audit the financial rec-

ords, an audit will be conducted during the first week 

of May.  

During discussion, the following items were noted: 

Last year’s Treasurer’s Report did not reflect approx-

imately $80K from the Central Diocese because it 

was received late.  That money is included in this 

year’s report.  While the total amount received from 

the Central Diocese is inflated this year it is not com-

plete since additional monies were received follow-

ing the close of this year’s financial books     A pen-

alty may need to be considered to encourage dioce-

san treasurers to submit funds on time.  A strict ad-

herence to the financial close date may need to be 

implemented even if it would result in parishes 

shown with zero contributions.  National church 

funds are first sent by parishes to dioceses who then 

forward them on to the National Treasurer. The ac-

count balance of the Medical Bridge for Poland Fund 

and the United Y.M.S. of R. donation to the Clergy 

Pension Fund will be further investigated. The semi-

nary is well funded.  Some of these funds could be 

used for clergy professional development.  Parishes 

that do not contribute to the support of the church did 

not receive mandates to the last synod and will not 

receive mandates for the upcoming special synod.  

While contributions from parishes have improved 

there are still parishes that do not contribute their fair 

share to support the P.N.C.C.   

Audit Report 

The audit of the financial records is planned for the 

first week of May.  

Investment Committee 

John Andrzejewski, III, reported Medallion Wealth 

Management manages the investments. The invest-

ments are dividend driven. During 2018 the church 

achieved just under 10% return on its investments. 

The P.N.C.C. maintains a fiduciary relationship with 

Medallion. As such Medallion manages the invest-

ments on a day to day basis. Detailed reports from 

Medallion are available to any member of the Su-

preme Council for review.    The Prime Bishop meets 

quarterly with representatives of Medallion to review 

the results and discuss the short- and long-term needs 

of the church. 

Future Direction 

The Supreme Council reviewed the prepared report 

submitted by Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr, 

Future Direction Chairman.  Summarizing his report 

Father Senior highlighted the activities and work of 

the subcommittee that focused on themes: Growth & 

Membership, Spirituality, Sacred Vocations, Com-

munity Service, and Life-Long Learning.  The cur-

rent theme is Discipleship.  The 2014 Synod estab-

lished the program and the 2018 Synod evaluated the 

success of the program and set goals for the next four 

years. These goals will be implemented in phases 

over the next four years. While the 2018 Synod high-

lighted many positive benefits of Future Direction, 

there were delegates attending the synod who hadn’t 

heard of the Future Direction Program in their parish. 

While approximately 500 individuals and parishes 

are on the email list, this number should be much 

larger.  The monthly emails are tracked.  Conse-

quently, the committee has a history of who opens 

the monthly email.  The Lay Ministry and News and 

Media Relation programs are in various stages of 

implementation. The Media Relation program was 

successfully employed during the recent Union of 

Scranton Convocation.   In closing Father Senior 

highlighted the education programs, namely, the 

Wine & Cheese Gathering and the Soup, Sandwich 

& Sermon as well as the Business Free Zone.   He 

also thanked the Prime Bishop, Diocesan Bishops 

and the subcommittee members for their support and 

assistance.  

The council spent a great deal of time discussing Fu-

ture Direction.  Parishes that have embraced the pro-

gram have seen excellent results.  Examples of these 

results were shared with the Supreme Council. Yet 

some parishes have not embraced it and consequent-

ly have not shared in the program’s success. There 

are still Pastors and Administrative Seniors in the 

P.N.C.C. who do not actively support Future Direc-

tion.  The Supreme Council finds this incomprehen-

sible since the local program depends on the support 

of the Administrative Senior and Pastor. Parishes are 

asked to share the results of the program in their par-

ishes.  These can be shared through the Future Direc-

tion monthly email, God’s Field or Facebook.  For 

those without access to the Internet, a pdf file is also 

sent to each parish each month by the Future Direc-

tion Subcommittee.  These can be easily printed and 

distributed on Sundays. It was reported some pastors 

(Continued on Page 8.) 
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paste parts of the monthly Future Direction message 

into their bulletins. 

The goal of our church is to bring Jesus Christ to all 

people and make disciples of all nations. The Future 

Direction program is the plan of the P.N.C.C. to 

achieve that goal.  During the meeting, the Supreme 

Council confirmed and emphasized the plan for the 

P.N.C.C. is Future Direction, its activities and initia-

tives.  Since past synods have defined Future Direc-

tion as the plan for growth for the P.N.C.C., it is not 

an optional program for parishes.   To support, man-

age and further implement this program the Supreme 

Council agreed the following action items.  

 Communication will originate from the Prime 

Bishop’s Office and the Diocesan Bishop’s 

Office presenting the Future Direction Action 

plan as a directive of the P.N.C.C. as approved 

unanimously at the 2014 General Synod. Par-

ticipation of parishes is required, not optional. 

This will occur through; 

 Written communication through letters, 

emails, newsletters and articles in church pub-

lications.  

 Verbal communication through diocesan coun-

cils, clergy conferences, standard organiza-

tions and announcements from the altar 

 Supreme Council members will be tasked as 

the ambassadors of Future Direction in their 

dioceses, parishes, seniorates and organiza-

tions. This will be achieved by  

 sharing posts on Facebook to diocese and par-

ishes,  

 forwarding Future Direction emails to individ-

uals in dioceses and parishes 

 prior to forwarding the unsubscribe option at 

the bottom of the email must be removed, or 

the pdf version that is not from Vertical Re-

sponse can be forwarded.  

 A Future Direction Marketing budget line item 

will be established.  

The Supreme Council confirmed the P.N.C.C. will be 

a Future Directed church.  The action items make it 

clear that everyone in the P.N.C.C. has a responsibil-

ity to make this program a success:  Supreme Coun-

cil members, bishops, seniors, pastors, parish com-

mittees and parish members.  Prior to these action 

items, the implementation responsibility may not 

have been clear. The Future Direction program is all 

about making Jesus Christ real in the parish and in 

the community the parish serves. 

Clergy Hospitalization 

The Supreme Council reviewed the report of the Julie 

Orzell, Plan Administrator. The Prime Bishop 

acknowledged Julie’s excellent work. The plan reim-

burses parishes for one-third of their clergy and cler-

gy family hospitalization insurance premium expens-

es. It also covers the cost of health insurance for all 

retired clergy and the cost of the Church’s AARP 

coverage plan for surviving spouses of retired clergy.  

One of the challenges the fund faces is being notified 

when a surviving spouse dies. The Clergy Hospitali-

zation program is the single largest P.N.C.C. expense 

item.   

Clergy Pension Fund 

The Supreme Council reviewed the submitted report 

along with a historical summary of the Principal in-

vestment from 2014 through 2018. There are eighty-

nine participants in the plan.  A total of sixty-three 

individuals are receiving a pension: twenty-nine cler-

gy and thirty-four spouses.   

The Western Diocese historically managed the Cler-

gy Pension Fund with the Bishop of the Western Dio-

cese serving as its chairman.   Prime Bishop Mikov-

sky assumed chairmanship of this fund since taking 

responsibility of the diocese at the passing of Bishop 

Bilinski.   The fund is comprised of two pieces, one is 

the General Investment Fund which is an annuity. 

The other is Principal stock.  At the end of 2018, the 

value of that stock went down by 34%.  It has since 

started to regain its value in 2019.  It has been several 

years since priests received information on the pen-

sion fund.  The goal is to obtain more detailed infor-

mation from the Principal regarding the Clergy Pen-

sion Fund investments. Likewise, since the Prime 

Bishop recently discovered the rules regarding the 

pension have changed over the years, he has request-

ed the rule changes from the Principal.  It is clear and 

concerning that the fund is paying out much more 

money than it receives in the form of donations.  At 

the meeting, the Supreme Council took steps to bring 

management of the fund under the Office of the 

Prime Bishop and appointed an advisory, supervisory 

and investigatory committee to determine the rules of 

the fund, if investment changes can be made and 

what annual contribution is necessary to support cler-

gy pensions.  

(Supreme Council P.N.C.C. - Continued from Page 7.) 
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God’s Field 

The Supreme Council reviewed the Report of the Ed-

itor, Julie Orzell.  The Prime Bishop summarized the 

work of the Editor and reported he writes at least one 

article for each edition.  His first page article is then 

copied to his blog.  He encouraged others to write 

church focused articles.  God’s Field is mainly avail-

able in digital format and is available on pncc.org 

and Facebook.  Printed copies are provided and 

mailed to those who subscribe.  Printed copies are 

also provided to those who visit the Office of the 

Prime Bishop at the National Church Center.  

Savonarola Theological Seminary 

Father Senior Zbigniew Dawid, Vice Rector, verbally 

reported on the status of seminary.  The Prime Bish-

op also included a seminary report in his prepared 

report. It is a critical concern that there has not been a 

full-time student for some years.   The encourage-

ment a man receives by his family and in his parish is 

an important component supporting Sacred Voca-

tions.  The seminary is used for clergy orientations. 

During discussion, the benefits of using the seminary 

for clergy orientation were highlighted.  By visiting 

local Scranton parishes and participating in local lit-

urgies, priests entering the P.N.C.C. get a taste of the 

P.N.C.C. before beginning their work in a diocese. It 

was noted Mr. Joseph Seliga, Chairman of the 

P.N.C.C. Archives Commission, stays at the semi-

nary during his monthly visits to Scranton saving the 

P.N.C.C. thousands of dollars in hotel expenses. Sev-

eral capital improvements are planned for the coming 

year.  

The Polish National Union 

John Andrzejewski, PNU CFO, presented an oral re-

port and sent greetings on behalf of Irene Jugan, 

PNU CEO who is hospitalized. The PNU Convention 

will be held this September. There are seventy-two 

participants in the clergy insurance program with ap-

proximately $911K in force. Thirty-three clergy par-

ticipate in the clergy annuity program with just over 

$27K in deposits.  The PNU has approximately 

$26M in assets. It continues to focus on growing its 

assets. The surplus is approximately $1M for the last 

number of years. Insurance in force has been drop-

ping. Two promotions are planned in the summer.  

One focused on insurance and the other on annuities. 

Information regarding these programs will be sent to 

parishes. The PNU is highly dependent upon the 

P.N.C.C. for new members. The PNU works hand in 

hand with the P.N.C.C. The Social Membership Pro-

gram is an ideal way for new members to join the 

PNU and get to know it.  It is also an ideal program 

for non P.N.C.C. members to learn about the PNU.  

During discussion, it was noted the PNU always steps 

up to support and help the P.N.C.C., its parishes and 

clergy.  The clergy whole life insurance program is a 

good example.  It replaced a very expensive term in-

surance program maintained by dioceses that auto-

matically terminated for clergy once they attained a 

certain age. The PNU program is a whole life pro-

gram that doesn’t terminate.  The loans the PNU pro-

vides to parishes are critical since most parishes do 

not have the collateral required by most banks.  Even 

though regulators do not look kindly on these loans, 

the PNU continues to provide them when possible. 

Consequently, the P.N.C.C. needs the PNU to contin-

ue to be a viable organization and must support it 

through the purchase of insurance and annuities. 

Since people need insurance, the question to be asked 

is why buy from a commercial insurance company 

where the profit goes to stock-holders when you can 

purchase from the PNU that shares its profits with the 

P.N.C.C.  

Spójnia, Inc. 

The Prime Bishop, President of Spójnia, Inc. Board, 

summarized the work of Spojnia Inc.  Spojnia Inc. is 

a board comprised of members appointed by the 

P.N.C.C. and the PNU.   The sale of the Spójnia 

Manor building is complete. The sale included ap-

proximately 25 acres, land where the building sits 

and an additional 22 acres behind it. Spojnia Inc. still 

owns over 400 acres of property in Waymart.  Also, 

with the sale of the manor building, operating ex-

penses of Spojnia Inc. will greatly decrease. This will 

allow the allocation of funds to expand the Bishop 

Hodur Retreat and Recreation Center. The HVAC 

system and pool at the Bishop Hodur Retreat & Rec-

reation Center are being replaced. The United Y.M.S. 

of R. is running a drive to raise $90K. Since this is 

the ninetieth anniversary of Spójnia Farm, its fund-

raising campaign is titled “90 for 90”.   So far, the 

campaign has raised over $30K. The plan is to en-

courage more use of the retreat center in the future 

and to transition it to a facility like the one that host-

ed the 2018 P.N.C.C. Synod. As such the center 

would be rented by both P.N.C.C. and external 

groups. With the planned upgrade of the HVAC sys-

tem, the facility could easily be used from April 

(Continued on Page 10.) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


10 God’s Field — June 2019 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

through November.  Parishes throughout the church 

are encouraged to use the facility.  The mission state-

ment for the facility established by Bishop Hodur 

remains relevant today since it focuses on the young 

and old using the facility for personal development.   

National Church Center 

The Supreme Council reviewed the submitted report. 

John Andrzejewski summarized his prepared report 

highlighting the income, expense and rent status.  All 

developed space is rented.  Additional space can be 

developed for rental income, but additional parking 

will be required.  Frank Wudarski, the NCC mainte-

nance man retired during the past year.  A new 

maintenance man was hired. The Prime Bishop and 

Supreme Council acknowledged the talents and dedi-

cation of Mr. Wudarski. It was noted he maintained 

the NCC as if it was his own. He retired at age 85. 

Overall expenses for the building deceased by ap-

proximately $24K due in part to electricity costs. 

While many painting projects are underway, no ma-

jor projects are scheduled for the coming year.  The 

review of the space needs for the Office of the Prime 

Bishop continues.  

The Supreme Council noted two major success sto-

ries regarding the NCC and applauded the Prime 

Bishop for his leadership in these. The first was the 

mortgage restructure the Prime Bishop negotiated a 

few years ago.  If the mortgage restructure was not 

initiated and brought to a successful conclusion, a 

balloon mortgage of $1.6M would have been due this 

past March.  The second was the real estate tax ap-

peal on the NCC he initiated and achieved saving 

well over $100K per year in real estate taxes.    Prime 

Bishop Mikovsky thanked John for the excellent 

work he does as the building manager. Because of 

John’s work as building manager, the Supreme 

Council continued the rent abatement to the PNU for 

the upcoming year.  

P.N.C.C. Website 

The Supreme Council reviewed the prepared report 

from Fred Aebli, Chairman of the Website Commis-

sion, that included P.N.C.C. Website and Facebook 

analytics.   The Prime Bishop reported he is in the 

process of reviewing a new design for the website.   

The focus will be more positive with the home page 

describing who we are as a church with easier access 

to other pages describing the P.N.C.C.   During dis-

cussion, members of the Supreme Council thanked 

the Prime Bishop for initiating a new design and sug-

gested updates for consideration.  As a result, the 

Prime Bishop appointed a subcommittee to study the 

needs and technology of the P.N.C.C. website and 

social media venues and to develop short-and long-

range plans. This subcommittee will report directly to 

the Prime Bishop.  

The Prime Bishop reported the residence is in very 

good condition.  One bathroom was partially remod-

eled during the past year at a cost of $4K.   

The Report of the Prime Bishop 

The Supreme Council reviewed the submitted report 

of the Prime Bishop that included his official calen-

dar, his daily spiritual and administrative activities, 

his ecumenical activities, Union of Scranton, national 

church matters, his responsibilities as Bishop of the 

Canadian and Western Dioceses, Savonarola Semi-

nary, God’s Field, financial issues, national commis-

sions,  standard organizations, sacramental celebra-

tions, the PNU, Spojnia, Inc, the Future Direction 

Subcommittee, the Convocation for Renewed Catho-

licity, the 25th General Synod, the NCC property tax-

es, P.N.C.C. bequests, diocesan and parish visits.  

Summarizing his report, the Prime Bishop thanked 

everyone for their work for the Church. He thanked 

his wife, Carol, for her love and support of his minis-

try. He thanked his brother bishops and the clergy of 

the Church for their support and work. He thanked 

the members of the Church Commissions that move 

the work of the Church forward. He thanked the 

members of the Supreme Council, Julie Orzell, his 

secretary, Joan Scheuneman, P.N.C.C. Treasurer, Ire-

ne Jugan PNU CEO, John Andrzejewski III, the NCC 

building manger and paid special tribute to Frank 

Wudarski, the recently retired NCC building mainte-

nance man.  

The Prime Bishop attends parish milestone celebra-

tions if he is invited and his calendar allows it. He 

celebrates Mass in his chapel each day he is not trav-

eling and participates in Sunday liturgies in the 

Scranton Cathedral. 

He announced the P.N.C.C. was the receipt of the fol-

lowing bequests during the past year: 

 The Lauren Halko Estate.   

 The Edward C. Gatz Estate.   

 The Arthur Zabierek Estate.  

 The Thaddeus Kozioł Estate.   

 The Henry Piecuch Estate.   

(Supreme Council P.N.C.C. - Continued from Page 9.) 
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Bishop Bilinski Memorial Men’s Spiritual Retreat 

Waymart, PA 

Men of the Polish National Catholic Church were 

called to retreat this past May 16-18 at Spójnia Farm 

in Waymart, PA for the Y.M.S. of R. Bp. Bilinski 

Memorial Men’s Spiritual Retreat. The theme was 

Defeating Evil in Your Life and our scripture focus 

was Romans 12:21- “Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.” 

Though this was our second retreat, it was the first 

under our beloved bishop’s name.  Bishop Stanley 

Bilinski was aggressive in pushing the men of the 

church towards a greater spiritual life, echoing the 

sentiment of the Y.M.S. of R.’s organizer, Bishop 

Francis Hodur.  Bishop Bilinski was “one of seven” 

that attended full-time at last year’s retreat.   

This year, by the grace of God, we were able to host 

17 men on retreat as well as another 5 who were 

speakers or visitors.  This served as quite a boost for 

the event’s coordinators, as it showed efforts were 

indeed made for the betterment of God’s Kingdom 

on earth.  Attendees were from Ohio, Pennsylvania, 

New York, and New Jersey, representing (by total 

numbers) the Central, Buffalo-Pittsburgh, and West-

ern Dioceses.   

The retreat began awkwardly…which is to say, ap-

propriately.  The men trickled in throughout the day, 

most familiar with the grounds; some visiting for the 

first time.  The first event was dinner, where an unof-

ficial welcome was provided and the men sat down 

to a feast of homemade baked ziti, salad and garlic 

bread, made and served by the renowned Mama Kaz.  

Many thanks to the kitchen help for the weekend - 

Nick Kazinetz, Andrew Humphreys, J. Mehoff Wall 

and Kevin McConlogue.   

(Continued on Page 12.) 
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Officially, we began with prayer, and Fr. Jason 

Soltysiak began with prayer and an explanation of 

the retreat, the grounds, light rules, etc.  Introductions 

went around the table, allowing everyone to associate 

a name and a face.  We were thrilled to have the 

Diocesan Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 

with us, the Rt. Rev. John Mack.  After everyone 

chimed in a little extra about themselves, we retired 

to our Eucharistic Chapel, where Fr. Carmen Bolock, 

Pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in Duryea, PA, offered 

the Liturgy of the Exposition of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament.  Fr. Jason, Pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in 

Parma, OH, then offered a short sermon on the mys-

teries contained within the Litany of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament. 

Social time followed, with everyone cheering wildly 

for the Bruins to close out their series with some ran-

dom other NHL team.  After the hoopla of victory 

and the sharing of provolone, soprasatta, cheddar and 

olives, the group went to bed. 

Morning began with coffee.  Did you know that less 

than two dozen men can drink more than 72 cups of 

coffee by 9am on a brisk spring morning?  We were 

honored by Bishop Bernard Nowicki, Bishop 

Ordinary of the Central Diocese, taking time to visit 

us and offer Holy Mass at 8am.  Holy Mass was a 

requiem Mass for sp. Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski.   Fr. 

Jason again offered a sermon, this time on discerning 

the varied calls God has for men of the Church.   

The morning retreat session was offered by Fr. 

Walter Placek, Pastor of Providence of God 

Lithuanian N.C.C. Parish in Scranton, PA. He pro-

vided a talk that detailed the relationship of the 

Church and science through the millennia, the ebbing

-and-flowing of information and where it all stands 

today.  There were plenty of comments offered, and 

the session went a bit over time - always a sign of 

healthy discussion. 

After a short break, an hour of silent meditation was 

on tap.  Participants were directed to spend time in 

silence, prayer, and scripture before the Blessed Sac-

rament, before the set-up church, in their rooms, or 

even outside.  Halfway through our quiet time, the 

skies opened, setting up the kitchen help to bring our 

lunch of deli meats, chips, and picnic salads to the 

Retreat Center. As luck would have it, as we bowed 

our heads for grace, the skies dried up. 
Fr. Bolock celebrating the Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

Requiem Mass Celebrated by Bp. Nowicki 

Silent Meditation 

With eyes on the radar, the schedule was adjusted so 

that we could take a prayer walk after lunch.  This 

was prepared and guided by Fr. Jason.  The walk de-

tailed the ways man is wont to offend God, covering 

in detail each of the 7 Deadly Sins as well as their 

opposite virtues.  In all, there were twelve different 

stops, each with highlighted scripture verse, a prayer, 

a reflection for those gathered, and then a scripture 

look-up that encapsulated that stop/station.  As the 

grounds were wet, our walk was a bit abbreviated, 

but still took an enjoyable and informative two hours. 

(Men’s Spiritual Retreat - Continued from Page 11.) 
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As the day thus far had been quite intense, two hours 

of “free time” were offered.  Some played beanbag 

toss, some recharged batteries performing the Litany 

to Saint Mattress, some remained in contemplation, 

and some sat and enjoyed the beautiful Spójnia Farm 

view.   

A tremendous dinner was offered of homemade wing 

bites (hot and bbq) as well as an array of pizzas.  We 

ate and ate…took a break and ate!  After a wonderful 

meal, we were esteemed by a visit from the Prime 

Bishop of the Polish National Catholic Church, the 

Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky.  Prime Bishop then 

spoke to us for nearly 90 minutes about the origins 

and balances of evil and sin, and how the nature of it 

is difficult to define.  Perhaps it was the energizing 

time spent outside earlier, but the group was incredi-

bly engaged as questions were posed and positions of 

the Church were requested of our prelate. 

Prayer Walk 

Prime Bishop Mikovsky answers questions. 

Our evening wound down with prayer in the Eucha-

ristic Chapel.  Fr. Carmen Bolock led our time of 

prayer, which concluded with a number of songs 

sung before the presence of Jesus Christ in the Most 

Blessed Sacrament.  Afterward, we bid the Prime 

Bishop adieu, as he was to return for Mass the next 

morning.  A bonfire was then lighted, as the group 

split up between enjoying mother nature around a 

warm fire and those enjoying the warm glow of more 

(inferior to the Bruins) playoff hockey. 

An active night, full of rusty locks, broken keys and 

daring window entrances brought us to our last morn-

ing together.  A light breakfast was available by 8am, 

featuring delicious Cwikla’s baked goods.  Mr. 

Mehoff was readily available to explain each delicacy 

to the attendees.  After breakfast, Sub-Deacon Jim 

Ploskonka, serving at St. Mary’s Parish in Parma, 

OH, led a bible study.  He had pre-selected portions 

of scripture surrounding our theme, as well as short 

explanations for each.  He then broke the group down 

into three equal parts and asked us to rank them.  As 

simple as it sounded, it brought on an hour of intense 

discussion, explanation, and even some debate.   

Prime Bishop Mikovsky returned to celebrate our 

closing Mass, a votive Mass to St. Joseph.  Sub-

Deacon Ploskonka offered the sermon, providing all 

an analogy of warm fuzzies versus cold pricklies – 

and how we want to deal with people going forward. 

Closing Mass 

Mass concluded, and the end was near.  Group pic-

tures were taken, and all were called to the 

Eucharistic Chapel for the reposition of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament.  Fr. Bolock again offered the 

prayer service.  Fr. Jason provided a synopsis of the 

retreat for all, thanking everyone for attending and 

for all who served on the sub-committee to plan the 

retreat.  Bishop John Mack then offered our final 

prayer and gave an Episcopal Blessing to all.   

(Continued on Page 14.) 
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A lunch, featuring tremendous left-overs, was then 

offered, and all dined bitter-sweetly.  The day was 

beautiful, but our time together in retreat had closed.  

Cars were packed, good-byes were said, and plans 

began for the 2020 retreat.  

Many thanks to the president of the United Y.M.S. of 

R., Nick Kazinetz (Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, 

Dupont, PA), and his assistants Kevin McConlogue 

(Tripp Park Chapel, Scranton, PA) and Andrew 

Humphries (St. Adalbert’s Parish, Dickson City, PA) 

for all the preparatory and physical planning that 

took place before anyone got there, including menu-

planning and kitchen-coordinating.  Thanks as well 

(Men’s Spiritual Retreat - Continued from Page 13.) 
to the entire Spiritual Retreat Sub-Committee: our 

lead, Fr. Jason Soltysiak; Fr. Carmen Bolock, Chap-

lain of the National Y.M.S. of R.; Sub-Deacon Jim 

Ploskonka and Andrew Humphreys.  

For 2020, we plan on staying at the now wonderfully 

temperature-controlled Spójnia Farm once again.  We 

are also looking for a better date to allow other por-

tions of the church to attend, as this lament was heard 

repeatedly.  We hope all men of the Church, Y.M.S. 

of R. members or not, would consider attending this 

joyful, spiritual and friendly annual retreat our 

Church is now providing for us.  

Submitted by Rev. Jason Soltysiak 
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Sacred Vocations: A Fruit of Family Discipleship 

Rev. Scott & Shelley Lill 

As we now approach the end of a quickly passing Easter Season and rush headlong into the summer months, it 

seems that we cannot help but pause from time to time to contemplate the beauty of God’s creation now 

sprung fully into life.  It is right and good to do so, lifting up hearts that are grateful to God for all that He is 

doing right before our eyes.  This is also a most appropriate moment to glance inwardly and honestly evaluate 

whether the seeds of this year’s discipleship renewal have also come to life and are beginning to bear greater 

fruit for the Lord through His Holy Church.  While we must do this as individuals, we can and should also do 

this together as parishes, Church organizations and most especially within our own families, because there is 

definitely such a thing as family discipleship. 

What sort of things make up family discipleship? Well…everything!   Yes, everything and anything that the 

family does is an expression of their discipleship.  Of course, this presumes that Jesus is recognized as the 

most important member of every Christian family and is invited to participate in each aspect of the family’s 

common life.   A few simple ways to extend the invitation to Jesus include praying together before meals--

whether at home or in a restaurant; displaying images of the Lord, his Mother (his greatest disciple) and the 

Saints (our discipleship role models) in our homes and paying them special respect; praying the Rosary togeth-

er each evening; and most especially attending and participating at Holy Mass together each weekend and on 

Holy Days.  Then, rooted in these sources of spiritual strength, the family members together express their col-

lective discipleship through service to others in different ways such as volunteering at a soup kitchen, collect-

ing items for food banks throughout the year and helping out in charitable outreach projects within their own 

parish.  While it is definitely important for all of us to engage in such endeavors individually, it is a particular-

ly beautiful and powerful witness to Jesus when families embrace their discipleship like this together. 

Another important way by which family discipleship takes shape is through encouraging vocations to the or-

dained ministry.  While this is naturally done when families make their relationship with Jesus of the greatest 

importance, families can also actively work to help create a culture of respect for the clergy.  Parents can role 

model the reverence that all of us should have for our clergy and the important work that they do for our 

Church, by speaking well of their bishops, priests and deacons and by extending simple gestures of apprecia-

tion to them and their own families—we can’t forget them!—from time to time. Such family to family ges-

tures can have a lasting impact. 

Of course, prayer plays an important part in this aspect of family discipleship, as members together ask the 

Lord to strengthen their clergy as they serve God by ministering in the Church.  Perhaps each morning, parents 

can offer “A Parents’ Prayer for their Children's Vocations” and help their children recite “A Prayer for Dis-

cerning my Personal Vocation.”  Maybe after family dinner each day, they can all pray the “A Polish National 

Catholic Prayer for Vocations,” asking the Lord to provide more clergy for the Church. 

Finally, parents can teach their children, from their earliest years, to ask God daily what He wants them to be 

when they grow up and help them start to imagine the ways they can live out their discipleship with Jesus eve-

ry day.  Of course, every family should encourage their men - of all ages - to discern whether the Holy Spirit 

might be calling them to serve as a priest or deacon in the Church, help them to recognize a call to the ordained 

ministry as a gift from God and an admirable and worthwhile pathway to walk in this life, and offer the loving 

support they need to be able to respond to the Lord’s call, telling them just how proud they would be to have a 

priest or deacon come from their family! 

Clearly, affirmative responses to a call to a Sacred Vocation will mostly come from families who are consist-

ently striving together to be authentic followers of the Lord Jesus.  Children learn to love, value and respect 

what their parents love, value and respect, heeding their words but, even more, following their good exam-

ple.  During this year when we Polish National Catholics are pursuing a renewal of our discipleship and espe-

cially during this month of June when we pay special attention to Sacred Vocations, may each individual fami-

ly of the Church - parents and children - find one new way by which they can more fully commit themselves to 
(Continued on Page 16.) 
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Jesus and one new way to engage their family’s unique role in promoting vocations to the ordained ministry.  

Jesus taught that “every good tree bears good fruit” (Matthew 7:17).  May the families of our Polish National 

Catholic Church become more like such good trees, deeply rooted in the Holy Spirit, drawing their collective 

life from Jesus so that each branch will steadily grow in the ways of true discipleship and bear much fruit for 

God, some of the sweetest of which are vocations to the priesthood and diaconate. 

Please take a few moments and go online to listen to and take to heart the message of Fr. Jason Soltysiak as we 

begin Sacred Vocations Month across our Holy Church.  The link is: 

youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=JY_Dn3VqH_Y  

(Sacred Vocations: A Fruit of Family Discipleship - Continued from Page 15.) 

During this Sacred Vocations month may our example of discipleship inspire the men of our Holy Church to 

consider God's call to the ordained ministry.  Let us pray that the Lord of the Harvest may send more laborers 

into His vineyard for the sake of His Holy Church. 

The P.N.C.C. Future Direction Committee 
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Reminiscences 

This book was written for the 95th Anniversary of St. 

Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr Cathedral, in Scran-

ton, PA, by Bishop Anthony M. Rysz in March 1992. 

Its 37 pages contain the following graphics: three 

photographs, one drawing and one painting, all of 

Bishop Hodur; three photographs of St. Stanislaus 

Bishop and Martyr Church, 1897, 1906, and 1926; 

one drawing of Holy Trinity Parish in Nanticoke, PA; 

one photograph of the original Straż publications 

building, which was next to the church. The book 

includes the seven articles of the parish laws adopted 

at a meeting on September 19, 1896 and 12 newspa-

per articles from 1896 (10), 1897 (1), and 1898 (1). 

The newspapers are not identified; I presume that 

they were published in Scranton. The newspaper arti-

cles are from the book “The Growth of a Church” by 

Robert 

Janowski, published in 1965. Reminiscences also in-

cludes a letter from the committee of St. Stanislaus 

Polish Roman Catholic Congregation of Scranton, 

PA to Archbishop Martinelli the Apostolic Delegate 

to the United States and excerpts from 35 meetings of 

the St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Parish: 1896 

(5), 1897 (4), 1898 (3), 1899 (8), 1900 (13), 1901 (1), 

and 1902 (1).   

The book’s Introduction summarizes the beginnings 

of the Polish National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.). It 

starts with the statement “It is a story of a group of 

Polish immigrants seeking to remain faithful to the 

faith and the church which was their heritage for 

nearly one thousand years.”  It continues with a sum-

mary of Polish History. Bishop Rysz said 

“Harassment and persecution were the lot of the 

Poles. Where there was not an outright persecution, 

as in the Austrian partitions, poverty was the lot, es-

pecially of the peasants in overcrowded villages.” 

Many of these people came to the United States near 

the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning 

of the twentieth century to make a new life but keep 

alive their traditions. They built churches and schools 

to preserve their language and customs. The parish-

ioners of Sacred Hearts objected to the Rev. Richard 

Aust’s refusal to discuss parish finances with them. 

Their objections lead to a riot and their subsequent 

construction of a new church, St. Stanislaus Bishop 

and Martyr Parish. Bishop O’Hara refused to approve 

their new church because the people would not turn 

over its ownership to the diocesan bishop, and the 

invitation to Rev. Francis Hodur to be the pastor of 

St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr Parish. The invita-

tion was signed by 242 members of the parish.   

Two of the three August newspaper articles deal with 

the riot at Sacred Hearts church. The riot broke out 

before the 1:30 pm Mass at St. Mary’s church. Po-

licemen and both men and women parishioners were 

injured. Nine parishioners, five men and four women, 

were arrested. Two non-parishioners were also arrest-

ed. One of the articles said that there were 21 people 

arrested because of the intent to stop the organist 

from going to the organist’s loft. The riot was said to 

be instigated by Mr. Lopatyner, editor of the Nan-

ticoke Iestra, a Polish paper. The third article said 

that Rev. Aust “has publically excommunicated eve-

ry person connected with opposition to him. Rev. 

Aust spoke of having warrants issued for the arrest of 

all who participated in the disturbance Sunday morn-

ing.” 

The August 17, 1896 article said that Bishop O’Hara 

attended the late Mass and told the congregation that 

he would close the church and leave them without a 

pastor if the disturbances continued.  The September 

4, 1896 article said that there were 21 arrests on war-

rants made by Alderman C. C. Donovan against the 

parishioners who disturbed the late Mass services at 

St. Mary’s [sic] church; 8 were for preventing the 

organist from going to the organist’s loft and 13 were 

for violating a city ordinance against loud boisterous 

and profane language on the street. The article said 

“Father Aust proposes to push the cases to the full 

limit of the law. They on the other hand, are deter-

mined to keep on until they succeed in obtaining con-

trol of the financial management of the parish or 

drive the pastor out.” 

The September 8, 1896 article described the outcome 

of the Police Court, over which Mayor Baily presid-

ed. Heavy fines of $15, $20 and $30 were meted out 

to both men and women. Penalty through the pocket-

book was expected to be the most effective punish-

ment. The next segment of the article was a descrip-

tion of the dispute by Z. Loptyner, the Nanticoke 

Polish editor, and the results of the meeting of the 

committee with Bishop O’Hara. It was said that the 

committee reminded him that they had been to see 

him more than 50 times and told him that a new 

church would be built. Bishop O’Hara told them not 

to bother him. 
(Continued on Page 18.) 
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The September 10, 1896 article said that several 

members went to Baltimore, MD, to appeal to Cardi-

nal Satolli; he told them that Bishop Hoban would 

deal with their case. The article also said that 15 

armed men guarded the church and the priest’s house 

since Sunday night. Another committee, F. J. Fizsim-

mons, M. A. McGinley, Sr. John O’Malley and John 

E. Barrett, gave a testimonial to Father Aust and pre-

sented him with a gold-headed cane. 

The September 12, 1896 article said that Father 

Hodur replaced Father Aust and that Father Aust 

would soon resign his pastorship. This change was 

expected to settle the difficulty. The article also said 

that “Rev. Michael Pesa resigned the pastorship of 

Joseph’s Lutheran church on North Main Avenue. A 

number of the men of his congregation more than 

once nailed up the doors and windows of the church 

and would not let him in to read Mass. The entire po-

lice force had to be called up one Sunday about two 

months ago to prevent bloodshed.”  

The October 12, 1896 article noted that the anti-Aust 

group, 787 members, purchased three lots on Elm 

[sic] Street, between Prospect and Pittston Avenues. 

Their plan was to erect a church of their own. They 

were satisfied with leaving St. Mary [sic] with its 

debts to those who are favorable to Father Debinski.  

The November 18, 1896 article described the position 

of the parishioners who opposed Rev. Richard Aust 

as being pleased with his replacement. It also said 

that a Tribune reporter had a conversation with J. A. 

Lipinski which contradicted the previous statements 

that those who were against R. Aust were a minority 

of the congregation. Mr. Lipinski told him that 700 of 

the 1,000 male members wanted a good pastor and a 

proper accounting of the money they pay to support 

the church. He also told the reporter that the state-

ments made to the bishop that they wanted control of 

the church treasury to repay themselves for the mon-

ey expended during the battle were untrue.  

The March 14, 1898 article is about the return of 

Rev. Francis Hodur from Europe where he was for 

the past two months. He visited Russia, Austria and 

Rome. While in Rome, he presented a petition to his 

holiness Pope Leo for four reforms for the American 

church signed by members of the congregations of 

St. Adalbert’s Parish in Priceberg, PA, the Blessed 

Virgin Parish in Philadelphia, PA, and a committee 

of the Polish National Alliance. These were: 1. “that 

a Polish Bishop be sent to America; 2. self-

government among Polish people, and new rules in 

managing of church funds be adopted; 3. that church 

properties shall be in the name of the congregation, 

and not deeded to the bishop of the diocese; and 4. 

that the Polish people select their pastors.” 

The letter from the committee of St. Stanislaus Polish 

Roman Catholic Congregation of Scranton, PA, to 

Archbishop Martinelli the Apostolic Delegate to the 

United States was dated January 29, 1897. It detailed 

the reasons for their building of a new church. They 

said they asked their bishop’s permission to build a 

new church; it was granted by him together with his 

promise to dedicate and consecrate it when it was 

ready for services. He has since refused to do so or to 

even recognize the church. They asked for his inter-

cession on their behalf and to “direct Rt. Rev. 

William O’Hara, Bishop of the Scranton Diocese, to 

bless and consecrate the laying of our church corner-

stone and dedicate our church when completed, so 

that we may escape damnation from worshiping in an 

unconsecrated church or from being driven out of 

Holy Church by what we consider a great wrong.” 

Notes from 35 meetings were excerpted, those of: 

October 18, 1896; October 25, 1896; November 15, 

1896; December 6, 1896; December 21, 1896; Janu-

ary 3, 1897; March 14, 1897; March 20, 1897; May 

1, 1897; April 3, 1898; April 9, 1898; August 4, 

1898; February 9, 1899; July 2, 1899; July 30, 1899; 

August 5, 1899; September 2, 1899; October 15, 

1899; October 21, 1899; November 4, 1899; January 

6, 1900; January 14, 1900; February 10, 1900; March 

3, 1900; April 8, 1900; April 9, 1900; July 14, 1900; 

August 4, 1900; September 8, 1900; October 19, 

1900; October 21, 1900; October 30, 1900; Decem-

ber 16, 1900; May 4, 1901; and May 28, 1902. These 

excerpts included a variety of topics, such as: pur-

chase of three lots on Locust Street for $5,100, that 

the plot for the church was surveyed, that an architect 

prepared plans for the church, that a contract for the 

foundation was awarded, that unemployed parish 

members could work leveling the ground at a salary 

of $1.00 per day, the contract for building the church 

was awarded; after a committee reported that Bishop 

Hoban would not bless the new church of St. Stani-

slaus Bishop and Martyr, the parishioners decided to 

approach Rev. Francis Hodur to become their priest. 

The Parish Statutes which were adopted on March 

20, 1897 are listed. An amendment to remove any 

member who would bring harm to the church, the 

(Reminiscences - Continued from Page 17.) 
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priest or parish will be immediately removed from 

the church was adopted at the semi-annual meeting 

on April 9, 1900. 

“The Reverend Pastor Fr. Hodur presented a letter 

from Fr. A. Zychowicz at the direction of Bishop 

Hoban demanding that St. Stanislaus B. & M. Parish 

expunge from its charter the words “Roman Catho-

lic” and if the parish does not agree to this the Bishop 

will begin litigation. After some discussion it was 

resolved that nothing would be changed in the charter 

even if this meant a lawsuit.” At the November 4, 

1899 meeting, “...in the matter of the charter of the 

parish it was decided to do nothing until we are sum-

moned.”    

There was a parade through the main streets of the 

city on November 30, 1900. At the October 19, 1900 

meeting it was reported that the Girl’s Sodality paid 

for the two statues for the main altar, St. Aloysius 

and St. John the Evangelist.  

At the December 16, 1900 Parish Meeting, there was 

a discussion about whether or not to accede to Bish-

op Hoban’s demands. Rev. Hodur said that he had 

written a letter to the Papal Delegate, Archbishop 

Martinelli on December 3, 1900 “presenting him 

with a memorandum of our demands and at the same 

time he had gone to the Bishop of the Diocese, the 

Most Reverend Hoban, presenting him with the de-

mands and conditions of the Polish people.” He re-

ceived a reply from Papal Delegate Archbishop Mar-

tinelli on December 9th stating that “the general laws 

are for all people and no exceptions will be made to 

anyone especially the Poles and that the Apostolic 

See has no desire to make any changes to the Balti-

more Consiliums, not seeing any reason to do so.” 

Numerous members, Mieczysław Sznyter, Jozef 

Nycz, Andrew Kowalewski, Antoni Rzadcki and 

Michal Szczyglinski said that they would never agree 

to the parish properties being surrendered to the bish-

ops and never agree to the conditions dictated by 

Bishop Hoban.   

“We the trustees of the Polish Roman Catholic 

Church, meeting on May 27, 1902 at 8:30 p.m. have 

unanimously accepted the motion made by Anthony 

Chojnowski seconded by Jozef Nycz which reads: 

We the trustees of the Polish Roman Catholic Church 

in Scranton, PA, have resolved to sell the real estate 

and all assets of the above named parish, located in 

Lackawanna county in the state of Pennsylvania to 

Francis Hodur for the sum of $10,800.00 under the 

condition that he agree to pay all the indebtedness of 

this corporation. His motion was unanimously ac-

cepted--Jozef Nycz, Jozef Kowalewski, Marcin Ra-

biega, Michal Sznyter, Albert Dura, Jozef Sankie-

wicz, Stanislaw Rumanowicz, Antoni Chojnowski, 

signed: Jozef Kowalewski Chairman, M. Sznyter, 

Secretary.” 

You should read this book for a better understanding 

of the development of Saint Stanislaus Bishop and 

Martyr Parish and the Polish National Catholic 

Church.  

Joseph Francis Seliga 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 
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Spójnia Farm “90 for 90” Campaign 

by Stacey Crispino Shrive 

The United Y.M.S. of R. has been running the “90 for 90” campaign to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of 

Spójnia Farm and secure the future of the Bishop Hodur Retreat and Recreation Center.  This appeal does 

come at a time of need as Spójnia, Inc. is currently putting in a new pool.  Just recently, this past winter a new 

central heating and air conditioning system was put in place also.  These upgrades are essential to the future of 

Spójnia Farm that so many of us have enjoyed as the “the old barracks” or “Schronisko dla dziec” or beginning 

in 1990, as the Bishop Hodur Retreat and Recreation Center we now have.  Whatever your generation at 

Spójnia Farm I am sure we all appreciated it as kids.   It is now time to pay it back as adults for future genera-

tions and the young at heart to enjoy.  Please take a moment to read an appeal letter from a current Spójnia, 

Inc. Board Director member, Stacey Crispino Shrive.   

There is no other way I would want to spend my 4th of July than at the Bishop Hodur Retreat and Recreation 

Center, during the Kurs encampment.  My first year there was 1990 and I have attended every year since. I 

love it so much that I worked my way up the ranks from camper, to a CIT (counselor in training program), to a 

counselor and then to head counselor. Along the way, I became the lifeguard and Camp Director and was em-

ployed by Spójnia, Inc. for many summers. The time I spent at Spójnia Farm, I met wonderful people from the 

community and the church. Two years ago, I was appointed to the Spójnia, Inc. Board as a Director. I was so 

honored to be on the board that administers the place I love so much. While serving on the board, we have 

made many updates from getting new carpeting, heating, and air conditioning in the retreat center, to currently 

fixing the pool and pool area. These changes and updates do not come free. I challenge all past campers and 

groups who enjoyed spending time at Spójnia Farm to show some love so that future generations can have as 

much fun as I did. This place survives off the love and support of past campers to move forward into the fu-

ture. I hope that everyone can find it in their hearts to help support the “90 for 90” campaign.  

The campaign will conclude with a celebration on July 4, 2019, as all P.N.C.C. members and past campers are 

invited to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the consecration of Spójnia Farm.  The United Y.M.S. of R. will 

host the annual Independence Day Celebration with an 11:00 a.m. Mass celebrated by The Most Rev. Prime 

Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, with the picnic to follow.   

Please view the video on youtube.com – go to United Y.M.S. of R., 90 for 90 Campaign – or visit our 

United Y.M.S. of R. Facebook Page and join our KURS Facebook Page, to remember your good times, or 

learn what the camp offers our youth today. 

Thank you for your consideration of this important effort. 

Mail donations to: 
United Y.M.S. of R. 90 for 90 Campaign 

207 Grassy Island Ave. 

Jessup, PA 18434 

Or donate on line, via PayPal at:  https://bit.ly/2BOXWoA 

The campaign will conclude with a celebration on July 4, 2019, as all P.N.C.C.  members and past campers are 

invited to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the consecration of Spojnia Farm.  The United Y.M.S. of R. will 

host the annual Independence Day Celebration with Mass celebrated at 11am by The Most Rev. Prime Bishop 

Anthony Mikovsky with the picnic to follow.   
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“90 for 90” Campaign Donors (Continued from last month) 

Gold Circle donors $1,000 or more 

Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral Ladies Guild Lancaster/Buffalo New York 

Nicholas and Jessica Kazinetz 

 

Silver Circle donors $500 or more 

Most Rev. Anthony A. and Carol L. Mikovsky 

YMS of R Branch 2 Holy Mother of Sorrows, Dupont, Pa. 

Holy Mother of Sorrows ANS, Dupont, Pa. 

Holy Family Polish National Catholic Church McKeesport, Pa. 

 

Bronze Circle Donors- $90 or more 

Rt. Rev. Paul and Karen Sobiechowski 

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church Washington, Pa. 

Mark and Dana Gorgol - In memory of father Leon Gorgol and Sister Susan Gorgol 

Leon and Nan Gorgol -In memory of Father Leon Gorgol and Sister Susan Gorgol 

YMS of R Branch 19 All Saints Parish, Johnson City, NY 

St. Adalbert’s ANS Dickson City, Pa. 

Polish National Union District 2 New York and New Jersey 

Michael and Mary Mietlicki 

Francis and  Ann Panek in memory of Arnold Borc 

Frank  and  Wanda Mayhoff Stash and Family 

New York and New Jersey Polish National Catholic Seniorate 

Beverly Basinski 

Kate, Mike and Julianna Boczar Matza 

Robert and Christine Giczkowski 

Jack and Henrietta Ostroski  
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Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish Collects Items for Local VA Home 

Lilly, PA 

Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 

During this past Lenten season, the Churches of Lilly 

and Washington Township, Pennsylvania — Lilly 

United Methodist Church, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

Polish National Catholic Church, Our Lady of the 

Alleghenies Roman Catholic Church and St. Luke 

Lutheran Church — partnered with the Lilly 

American Legion to collect much needed craft 

supplies for the VA Home in Hollidaysburg, PA. 

Pictured below are Rev. Scott Lill, pastor of Our 

Lady of Mt. Carmel Polish National Catholic Church, 

and Chad Pysher, commander of the Francis L. 

McCool American Legion Post 628, delivering them 

to the facility. Thanks to all who helped out with this 

great project! 

Hollidaysburg VA Home 
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Holy Family Parish Celebrates Mothers Day 

McKeesport, PA 

During the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass on Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019, the Frederick Chopin Choir, The Annun-

ciation Bell Choir, and The Cherub Youth Choir sang “God is So Good”  

Following Mass the parish Y.M.S. of R. treated everyone to a delicious breakfast.  All mothers were presented 

with geranium plants in honor of Mother’s Day, courtesy of the parish choirs. 

The Cherub Youth Choir Parishioners Enjoying Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Holy Family Parish Y.M.S. of R. 
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Central Diocese 

Retirement Brunch for Very Rev. Edward Ratajack 

St. Stephen the Martyr Parish, Reading, PA 

Following the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass at St. Stephen 

the Martyr Parish in Reading, PA, the parish honored 

their long-time pastor of over 36 years, Very Rev. 

Edward Ratajack, by hosting a farewell brunch for 

him and his wife, Ann, at the Inn at Reading. 

Everyone enjoyed  a delicious brunch and a relaxing 

time of parish family fellowship as they reminisced 

about the many decades that Fr. Sr. Ed and Ann spent 

at the parish. 

Among the numerous gifts Fr. Sr. Ed received was a 

framed “Beatitudes” (Matthew 5:3-10).  The gift was 

presented to him by the School of Christian Living 

children. The Beatitudes are one of Fr. Sr. Ed’s favor-

ite parts of Scripture. 

Fr. Sr. Ratajack will be officially retired on August 1, 

2019.  He and his wife will be sorely missed but they 

are wished much luck (and relaxation!) in their new 

home for many years to come. 
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Spring Events at St. Casimir’s Parish 

Lowell, MA 

Eastern Diocese 

Lenten Retreat  

On Saturday, 

March 9, St. 

Casimir's Parish 

hosted the annual 

Northeast Dioce-

san (Northern 

parishes) Lenten 

retreat. Mass was 

celebrated by 

Very Rev. Robert 

Nemkovich as-

sisted by Rev. 

Wos,  Rev. Tenus 

and Cleric Justin Daviault. Rt. Rev. Paul 

Sobiechowski was seated in the sanctuary. Music 

was furnished by diocesan choir members accompa-

nied by Karen Sobiechowski.  Several inspirational 

presentations were made by Fr. Sr. Nemkovich and 

Kathy Nemkovich.  

A light lunch was served and then the attendees ad-

journed again to the church where appropriate Lenten 

hymns were introduced by Karen Sobiechowski and 

Stations of the Cross were lead by Cleric Daviault.  

Palm Sunday Bake Sale 

On Sunday, April 14, St. Casimir’s ANS Society 

sponsored a bake sale including dozens of cakes, 

cookies and homemade foods displayed on spring-

themed tables. Because promoting Polish culture is 

important to our parish, a special feature of the sale 

were the traditional Polish Easter items, such as bab-

ki (Polish sweet breads), butter lambs, pączki (Polish 

donuts), and Pisanki (hand-crafted Easter eggs). The 

Bake Sale was a marvelous success. Happy custom-

ers bought many treats to make their Easter week 

special.   

Observing Holy Thursday  

On Holy Thursday, April 18, Fr. Tenus celebrated 

Mass to commemorate the institution of the Holy Eu-

charist.  At the conclusion of Mass  everyone headed 

to the  Parish Center for “Soup Supper.” The fellow-

ship of this Lenten meal, sponsored by St. Casimir’s 

ANS Society, was enjoyed by all. 

Also on Holy 

Thursday, the 

ANS Society 

sponsored an 

Easter basket raf-

fle of a traditional 

Polish Easter 

food basket that 

was donated by 

Paula Jones, with 

contributions 

from Deb 

Charette and 

Joyce Normand.  

The basket con-

tained ham, kielbasa, pysanky and other traditional 

symbolic items. Fr. Tenus drew the winner’s name, 

Irene Jaracz, and then blessed the basket. 

Mother’s Day Tea 

A Mother’s Day Tea to honor all mothers, living and 

departed, was held after Mass on Sunday, May 5th.  

The event was jointly sponsored by the members of 

St. Casimir’s Frederick Chopin Choir and the ANS 

Society.  

Father Tenus said a special prayer for mothers and 

blessed the food. The Tea featured lovely decorated 

tables with antique tea cups, finger sandwiches, fruit 

and pastries as well as mother-themed activities. 

Parishioner Runs 2019 Boston Marathon  

St. Casimir parishioner Karen Breault began her mar-

athon training in late November 2018.  She  logged 

about 397 miles before training ended, many on a 

treadmill due to difficult weather conditions.    

This was Karen’s 4th marathon, but first Boston Mar-

athon (others were Chicago, Baystate (Lowell), and 

Honolulu).  By running the Boston Marathon Karen 

was able to raise $3500 for Last Call Foundation, 

which was founded in memory of Boston firefighter 

Michael Kennedy.  This foundation provides fund-

ing, education and research to advance the safety 

needs of firefighters everywhere. 

Karen’s completion time for the 26.2 mile marathon 

was 6:13:30.  Great job Karen! 
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A Busy Spring of Community Activities at Blessed Trinity Parish 

Fall River, MA 

This Spring was a busy one at Blessed Trinity Parish. 

In addition to our sacramental worship and prayer 

life; we had many activities keeping us on the move. 

We hosted a community town hall meeting for sui-

cide prevention, the Romeiro’s Prayer Pilgrimage, 

the annual Narcotics Anonymous Seminar, the 

BOLD National Expired Prescription Drug Return, 

Kitchen Table Conversations for suicide loss sup-

port, Fall River. 

Falcons Sign ups, AA, the PAWV, Kosciusko Club, 

NA Sisters in Spirit, special election and Neighbor-

hood watch. Our PTA held their Beef Stew Dinner 

and Penny Sale raising funds for our youth to attend 

our youth retreat. Our parishioners and friends gath-

ered to make Polish Food for our spring Food Sale on 

Saturday May 11. 

On March 24 our Spring clam boil was sold out and 

all enjoyed some great food, fellowship and fun. On 

Memorial Day Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich offered a 

Prayer Service for our Polish American War Veter-

ans.  

BOLD Prescription Drug Return 

Making Polish Food 

Spring Clam Boil 

Polish American War Veterans Prayer Service 
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Western Diocese 

St. Mary’s Parish Celebrate National Police Week 

South Bend, IN 

The Week of May 12 –18 was National Police Week, 

and the parishioners of St. Mary’s Parish, South 

Bend, IN, baked 1,000 cookies so that our parish 

could show appreciation for our local Police. We 

made over 300 packages of cookies, with 3 cookies 

each, and attached a note saying that our congrega-

tion thanks them for their service to our community 

and that we are praying for them. Over 200 packages 

were delivered to the South Bend Police Department, 

and over 100 packages were delivered to the St. Jo-

seph County Sheriff's Department. 

We Thank our parishioners for their thoughtfulness, 

and we thank our police and sheriff’s departments for 

all that they do to protect and serve our community! 

Lenten Service Project at St. Mary’s Parish 

South Bend, IN 

During Lent, the parishioners at St. Mary’s Parish, 

South Bend, IN, collected items requested by 

residents of the Oliver Apartments. Items included 

disinfecting wipes, toilet paper, facial tissues and 

other personal items such as liquid soap dispensers 

and food portions. We added some fudge eggs in the 

spirit of Easter! 

The Oliver Apartments is a South Bend Heritage fa-

cility which houses homeless and assists them in 

transitioning from living on the street to living in 

housing. 

We are thankful for the generosity of our 

parishioners and for our parish Outreach Team (some 

pictured below) who packed up items and delivered 

them to the apartments. 
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May in the Western Diocese, Polish National Catholic Church 

There are many practices of worship in the Polish 

National Catholic. Church. Worshiping could be any-

thing: basic prayer, the sacraments, or public worship 

as Sunday Holy Mass. Each experience of worship 

has different meaning in our Church and each affects 

people in many different ways. 

One of the more important practices that young mem-

bers of the Church experience is the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. Through this sacrament, a person be-

comes a spiritual adolescent; that is, they mature in 

the way they communicate with God and in convey-

ing His message. 

Confirmation involves receiving the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. In a way, it is a reenactment of when the Holy 

Spirit came down on the apostles and gave them 

strength to teach as Jesus did. Usually the Bishop of 

the Church has the right to administer the Sacrament 

of Confirmation. Since our Ordinary Bishop, Stanley 

Bilinski, passed away, the Prime Bishop, Most Rev. 

Anthony Mikovsky, is our acting Diocesan Bishop. 

Prime Bishop cannot make visits to every single par-

ish in our Western Diocese to administer the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation. A few times Prime Bishop 

Anthony Mikovsky delegated Father Senior Jerry Ra-

falko, Administrative Senior of the Northcentral Sen-

iorate, to administer this sacrament. On May 12th, 

Mother’s Day Sunday, Father Senior Jerry Rafalko 

administered the sacrament of Confirmation to the 

young members of St. Mary Parish in Parma, OH.  A 

week later on Saturday, May 18th Father Senior Jerry 

Rafalko administered the Sacrament of Confirmation 

to the young members of Parroquia San Juan Bau-

tista in South Chicago, IL. In both parishes Father 

Senior Jerry preached the Word of God. During his 

homily he explained to the young members of the 

church the difference between “graduation” and 

“confirmation.”  He said to the youth ready to be 

confirmed: “Confirmation is a very important sacra-

ment. And it is day you should always remember. 

But it’s not like a graduation when you finish your 

studies and leave your school, returning only occa-

sionally, say for a reunion or an alumni event. Con-

firmation is not ‘the sacrament of goodbye!’ – good-

bye to the Lord and to the Church, goodbye to the 

Mass and the sacraments. Instead, I’m confident 

you’re thinking of Confirmation as ‘the sacrament of 

hello’– a new beginning and not an end, more like a 

commencement than a graduation. After all, Confir-

mation perfects your Baptism, your initiation into the 

Church. It is meant to make you fully a member of 

the Church, not a part-time member.” 

St. Mary Parish, Parma, OH Parroquia San Juan Bautista, Chicago, IL 
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On Sunday May 26th Prime Bishop Anthony Mikov-

sky administered the sacrament of Confirmation for 

the youth of St. Joseph Parish in Davie, FL, and on 

Saturday, June 1st Prime Bishop Anthony confirmed 

in faith the youth of Divine Word Parish in Chicago.  

Please remember and pray for safe travels for our 

Prime Bishop Anthony and please pray for the West-

ern Diocese as we are waiting for our new bishop to 

be elected and consecrated.  

The clergy of the Western Diocese gathered together 

with the Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky at Joseph 

and Mary Retreat Home in Mundelein, IL, for the 

clergy retreat and conference. The retreat master this 

year was The Rt. Rev. Richard Lipka, Assistant 

Bishop of the Missionary Diocese of All Saints and 

Bishop-in-residence at Holy Trinity Cathedral of the 

Anglican Church in North America in Berlin, MD. 

The retreat served us clergy as a “Reset” button, to 

gave us a much-needed break that we have been 

looking for. As pastors we are constantly and contin-

ually delving into people’s lives through preaching 

ministry, counseling and pastoral care. But we cannot 

give what we do not have. Therefore, a few days of 

spiritual rest, restoration, and refilling were incredi-

bly helpful and provided to us our needed rest. The 

beautiful location of the Joseph and Mary retreat 

home gave us an opportunity to take that much-

needed break from the noise of the fast-paced world, 

to slow down to reflect on what is important to us and 

to reset our priorities! 

Submitted by Very Rev. Jerry Rafalko 
St. Joseph Parish, Davie, FL 

Seated: Very Rev. Jaroslaw (Jerry) Rafalko, The Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, The Rt. Rev. Bishop Richard Lipka, 

Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak.; Standing: Rev. Jason Soltysiak, Rev. Charles Zawistowski, Rev. Bogumil Czaja,  

Rev. Krzysztof  Mendelewski, Rev. Jose Rojas, Rev. Michael Gitner, Rev. Nazario Salas, Rev. Antulio Alvarado, Rev. John Cramer 
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Please direct all inquiries regarding the Clergy Pension Fund’s Honor Your Father on Father’s Day donations to the Clergy Pension 
Fund at 847-698-0578.    
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