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Committed for Sacred Vocations 
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

portance of the Eucharist: “Considering that the Holy 

Eucharist has always been the true central point of 

Catholic worship, we consider it our duty to declare 

that we maintain with perfect fidelity the ancient 

Catholic doctrine concerning the Sacrament of the 

Altar, by believing that we receive the Body and the 

Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ under the species of 

bread and wine.  The Eucharistic celebration in the 

Church is neither a continual repetition nor a renewal 

of the expiatory sacrifice which Jesus offered once 

for all upon the Cross, but it is a sacrifice because it 

is the perpetual commemoration of the sacrifice of-

fered upon the Cross, and it is the act by which we 

represent upon earth and appropriate to ourselves the 

one offering which Jesus Christ makes in Heaven, 

according to the Epistle to the Hebrews IX:11,12, for 

the salvation of redeemed humanity, by appearing for 

us in the presence of God (Heb IX:24).  The charac-

ter of the Holy Eucharist being thus understood, it is 

at the same time a sacrificial feast, by means of 

which the faithful, in receiving the Body and the 

Blood of our Savior, enter into communion with one 

another (I Cor. X:17)” 

We see within this extended citation that the Holy 

Eucharist is so very much the focus of the Church 

and so very important within our lives.  And of 

course we also realize that our Lord Jesus Christ 

gives us all that is necessary for us to participate in 

this wonderful communion and that this includes the 

priesthood.  Our Lord Jesus Christ calls men today as 

He called the first Apostles to be with the Lord Him-

self as they were at the Last Supper.   

As you may have noticed above, the title of this arti-

cle is not “Committed to Sacred Vocations” but ra-

(Continued on Page 3.) 

During the month of June for many years the Polish 

National Catholic Church turns its attention to Sacred 

Vocations.  It is in this month that we celebrate 

Father’s Day, and in acknowledgement of this day 

the Church also realizes that, as each of us has an 

earthly father, there are also spiritual fathers within 

our lives, especially the bishops, priests and deacons 

of our Holy Church. 

As we have now just celebrated the Solemnity of 

Corpus Christi within the catholic world, we 

acknowledge that the Holy Eucharist, given to the 

Church and to each of us by our Lord Jesus Christ, is 

of utmost importance in our lives.  The original 

Declaration of Utrecht and the subsequent 

Declaration of Scranton includes a section on the im-
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ther “Committed for Sacred Vocations.”  We already 

know that the Church and hopefully all of its mem-

bers are committed to Sacred Vocations.  First and 

foremost this is because of what was stated above, 

that the Church is the community which gathers to 

celebrate the Eucharist; it is that community which 

follows the words of Jesus to “Do this is memory of 

Me,” knowing full well that this requires the priest-

hood.  And of course we, as the people of the Church 

today, also know that this celebration of the Eucha-

rist, while of prime importance, is only one of the 

many roles of the clergy of the Church.  The bishops, 

priests and deacons guide us all through the many 

joyous and difficult times in our lives.  They teach 

young children the importance of the ways of God in 

the world and the life of Jesus Christ through cate-

chetical and School of Christian Living classes.  They 

prepare us for and stand with us during the important 

events such as weddings, baptisms, First Holy Com-

munions and Confirmations, always reminding us 

that these events are not only for us as individuals 

alone, but are celebrations of the entire community of 

faith.  The clergy are with us during the darkest mo-

ments of our lives, in times of sickness and death, 

bringing us the loving consolation of God and re-

minding us that God never abandons us but rather 

walks with us at all times.  So we see in all this that 

the Church and its members are certainly committed 

‘to’ Sacred Vocations, because each of us receives so 

very much through these bishops, priests and dea-

cons.  The Church must be committed ‘to’ Sacred 

Vocations because without them there would be no 

church.  But the question still remains, are we com-

mitted ‘for’ Sacred Vocations? 

The reality of the Church today is the position that 

was described by our Lord in the Gospel of Matthew: 

“At the sight of the crowds, [Jesus’] heart was moved 

with pity for them because they were troubled and 

abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then He 

said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is abundant but the 

labors are few; so ask the Master of the Harvest to 

send out laborers for His harvest.’” (Matthew 9:35-

38)  First we notice that this admonition of Jesus is 

directed to the disciples, to those that are already the 

followers of Jesus.  So then while the Master of the 

Harvest still calls men to serve in His vineyard, it is 

the work of the disciples to continue to pray and to 

ask.  So the task of prayer for and seeking of Sacred 

Vocations falls to the members of the Church today. 

(Committed for Sacred Vocations - Continued from Page 1.) First of all we must focus on our life of prayer.  I en-

courage every individual and parish of the Church to 

pray for the increase of Sacred Vocations.  There can 

certainly be many ways in which to do this.  The Sa-

cred Vocations Commission has provided interces-

sions to be prayed during the celebration of Holy 

Mass for each Sunday of the liturgical year.  But this 

is only a start; I also offer the following two prayers 

taken from the P.N.C.C. Prayerbook.  I also encour-

age that these prayers be said, not only privately, but 

together so that each family, and especially the young 

members of the Church, may understand the im-

portance of Sacred Vocations.  We all must realize 

the respect that the Church must have for those who 

have offered their lives to the service of God in 

Sacred Vocations.   

For the Church 

Almighty and eternal God, You have called us to 

serve You through the Polish National Catholic 

Church.  Hear our prayer for the Prime Bishop, the 

Bishops, Priests, Deacons and faithful of our Holy 

Church.  May Your gifts and blessings strengthen our 

resolve to serve You and by example bring others 

into the Mystical Body of Christ.  May all that we do 

be for the glory of Your Name and the salvation of 

Your people.  By our faithful witness and service 

may we eventually be received into Your eternal 

kingdom.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

For the Clergy 

Lord Jesus, Great High Priest and Eternal Shepherd, 

for the building and expansion of Your Kingdom 

You have called forth men to apostolic orders to 

serve in Your Church.  By the grace of the Holy Spir-

it strengthen the Prime Bishop, Bishops, Priests and 

Deacons.  Endue them with the gifts of wisdom, un-

derstanding and knowledge; guide them with Your 

counsel, give them strength to fulfill their ministry.  

Fill them with the spirit of piety and the fear of the 

Lord so they can be true witnesses of Your Gospel.  

When the time should come for them to cross the 

threshold of life, receive them into Your heavenly 

kingdom.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

I also ask the members of the Church to always be 

seeking those men who might have a Sacred Voca-

tion to the diaconate or priesthood.  Do you know an 

altar boy who seems to have a special devotion while 

serving at the altar?  Do you know a gentleman who 

seems to have a strong sense of piety while praying 

(Continued on Page 44.) 
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Answer the Call of the Lord 

Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill, Chair, P.N.C.C. Sacred Vocations Commission 

As Polish National Catholics, we believe that Jesus 

continues to invite particular men of our Church to 

join in his own ministry within the Priesthood and 

Diaconate.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord’s call comes to those whom He has chosen in a 

great variety of ways, mysteriously suited to the one 

being called. 

Sometimes, the individual being called is not able to 

recognize and acknowledge the voice of the Paraclete 

spoken within his own heart or, even should he hear 

it, he cannot summon the personal strength to freely 

respond.  From the writings of the Church Fathers 

and the Saints, we have come to know that this is not 

new and that there can be many factors which might 

diminish one’s ability or willingness to affirmatively 

respond to a priestly vocation.  These include a 

strong sense of personal unworthiness, doubting the 

suitability of one’s natural abilities and gifts, a fear of 

the sacred weightiness of the ministry, and a lack of 

family support.  Yet, in the face of these potential 

reasons for resistance, the Lord’s call remains! 

Many times, a vocation from God to the ordained 

ministry is mediated through other members of the 

Church.  This happens when a man who is being 

called is unable to respond, but someone else recog-

nizes something special about him that makes them 

say to themselves, “he would make a great 

priest!”  Perhaps it’s his engaged participation during 

the Holy Mass or the reverent way that he receives 

Holy Communion.  Maybe it’s his respect for Mary 

the Mother of God as evidenced by the rosary he al-

ways carries or his devotion to the Saints of God.  It 

could be his love for studying and discussing the Sa-

cred Scriptures during a parish Bible study or his 

demonstrated desire to continue learning more about 

the history and doctrine of the Church.  It might be 

the way he always helps care for the Church and 

grounds or that he consistently participates in the 

many aspects of the ongoing life of the parish.  Or 

maybe it’s the simple respect and compassionate con-

cern that he shows for other people, always offering 

to help those in need. 

Do you know someone like this within your parish or 

family?  If so, he might well have a vocation to the 

Priesthood or Diaconate.  While he will have to dis-

cern this for himself with the assistance of his pastor 

and within the overall life of the Church, perhaps 

YOU can help him start to recognize the signs of a 

sacred vocation and come to realize that the Lord is 

calling him.  If you know someone who might have a 

calling to the Priesthood or Diaconate, tell him.  En-

courage him today...and let us know.  Email his name 

and available contact information (i.e., email address, 

home address or phone number) to 

scottjameslill@yahoo.com.   We would love to reach 

out to him with some prayers and materials to help 

him discern this special vocation. 

Finally, please pray, as Jesus Himself commanded, 

for an increase in vocations to the ordained minis-

try.  Although we pray even more fervently for Sa-

cred Vocations during the month of June, it is really a 

continual, year-round responsibility.  Here is a short 

prayer that each of us could commit to praying every 

day: 

Heavenly Father, Master of the harvest, we humbly 

ask You to send more laborers into Your fields, for 

the work is indeed great.  Grant more faithful priests 

and deacons to Your Polish National Catholic 

Church.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our 

Lord.  Amen.  
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Healing 

By Rev. John Sielchan 

“If anyone among you is suffering hardship, he must pray. If a person is in a good spirit, he should sing a 

hymn of praise. Is there anyone sick among you? He should ask for the presbyters of the church. They in turn 

are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. This prayer uttered in faith will reclaim 

the one who is ill, and the Lord will restore him to health. If he has committed any sins, forgiveness will be his. 

Hence, declare your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may find healing.” (James 5:13-

16) 

It is understandable that many Christian people pray 

for healing and receive healing in a variety of ways. 

Usually medical personnel use their skills to heal the 

sick, but prayer can bring healing, too. 

In 1988, University of California cardiologists divid-

ed 394 hospitalized heart patients into two groups; 

one was prayed for by volunteers who did not know 

them; the other was not. The patients who received 

prayer had fewer complications and needed less med-

ical intervention. In a recent Virginia poll, over 14% 

of adults said they had been healed either by prayer 

or divine source. 

Our history knows many charismatic people, gifted 

with healing ministry. Of course they have no power 

of their own. If a healing takes place, it always comes 

from God. God wants things to be well for all His 

children, and He may heal a person instantly, or heal-

ing may occur over a long period of time, or it may 

not happen at all. It is still a mystery for us. 

From the medical point of view, very often such 

things like anger, vengefulness, anxiety and bad atti-

tude block recovery. There is an African proverb that 

reminds us “He who forgives ends the quarrel,” 

which can be a big step on the road to physical and 

emotional health. 

It is also possible that, in delaying healing, God tries 

to lift us to levels of understanding, compassion, real 

faith and wisdom. In the Koran we read that “God 

does not send sickness … but sickness can wash 

away bad deeds … it can change us. Adversity is a 

profound teacher.” 

Our Bible says that we should always rejoice, even in 

difficult times; not because of the suffering, but what 

will come from it, if we lean on God. God wants us to 

do our part when it comes to our health. He wants us 

to take good care of ourselves at all times, which 

means that we should seek prayer and medical care 

when we fall ill.  We must remember that, when we 

get sick, we should not stop praying, but also keep in 

mind that prayer is not a magical formula. Even if 

healing or recovery does not happen, Christians must 

walk in faith, with prayer itself as a blessing – a way 

to bring peace to ourselves and those around us. 

God’s reasons may not be immediately known, but 

we must be sure He knows what He is doing, and will 

never abandon His children. 
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Sermon Outlines and Occasional Speeches 1899-1922 

This is a book about Bishop Francis Hodur’s Sermon 

Outlines and Occasional Speeches written and given 

between 1899 and 1922. The book was published by 

East European Monographs, and distributed to Co-

lombia University Press in 1999. The general editor 

was Bishop Casimir J. Grotnik. All but one of the 

Sermon Outlines and Occasional Speeches were orig-

inally written in Polish; one was written in English 

by Bishop Hodur for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

It is believed to have been delivered on June 28, 

1914 at the independent Italian Catholic Church, 

Saint Anthony of Padua, located in Passaic, New Jer-

sey. Almost 1,000 people received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. At one time, there were twenty-six 

Italian churches affiliated with the Polish National 

Catholic Church. An article by Reverend Jonathan 

Trela was given at a Scholars Conference hosted by 

the P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

and published in P.N.C.C. Studies provides infor-

mation on the Italian National Catholic Church.  

Bishop Hodur was famous for speaking extempora-

neously. These notes show that he was a careful plan-

ner and that his thoughts were well thought out and 

organized. These sermons also show the breadth of 

his topics; personal morality, social justice, theologi-

cal problems, ethnic issues, denominational challeng-

es, politics, historical events and patriotic subjects. 

His sermons ranged from a half hour to an hour. By 

all accounts, he was a most charismatic speaker. The 

notes by Theodore Zawistowski mention that after 

the address by Bishop Hodur to the gathering at 

Krzywacz Hall on 4th Street in New York that a 

committee was elected to form a Polish National 

Catholic parish. 

This book was edited and translated by Theodore L. 

Zawistowski. It has 121 pages and is separated into 6 

sections: 1. Two Forewords, 2. Introduction, 3. Sac-

rament of Confirmation, 4. Occasional Sermons and 

Speeches, 5. Sermons Related to the Liturgical Cal-

endar, 6. Seasonal Sermons. The content of this book 

was developed from the content of several notebooks 

written by Bishop Francis Hodur and discovered by 

Father Doctor Casimir Grotnik. The handwritten 

notes were transcribed into typewritten form in 

Polish by Father Tadeusz Kluzek. The typewritten 

notes were published in a limited number of copies in 

the Polish.  

The titles in the Occasional Sermons and Speeches 

section are as follows: Poland at the Border of two 

centuries; Religion; Address at the Reception of Del-

egate Łaszczyński; Sermon on the Church; On the 

Love of God in the Human Heart; An Address at a 

Cemetery at the Blessing of a Gate; St. Wojciech [St. 

Adalbert]; On the Need for Prayer; On Preparation 

for Prayer; On the Angelic Salutation; A Speech Giv-

en at the Blessing of the Polish National Church in 

Nanticoke; Speech in Priceburg on the Occasion of 

the 21st Anniversary; Address at the Observance of 

the Constitution of the Third of May; Address in 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania; Address in New York;  

Address in Passaic, New Jersey, at the Observance of 

the January Uprising; Address in the National Hall in 

Jersey City; Address at the Time of the Celebration in 

Honor of Maria Konopnicka; Address During the 

Blessing of the Altars in Scranton; Address at the Fu-

neral of Józefa Sarnowska; Address at the Funeral of 

Walenty Trudnowski; Address at the Convening of 

the Special Synod; and Address in Church Prior to 

the Oath.  

The titles in the Sermons Related to the Liturgical 

Calendar section are: The Third Sunday of Advent: 

Who are You; Shepherd’s Mass Remarks; On the 

Feast of the Nativity I; On the Feast of the Nativity 

II; On Peace: Sermon on the Feast of Christmas; Ser-

mon for Septuagesima Sunday;  Sexagesima Sunday; 

The First Sunday of Lent; Sermon for Palm Sunday; 

On the Day of the Resurrection: On The Dignity of a 

Human Being; For Low Sunday; The Second Sunday 

After Easter: The Good Shepherd; For the Second 

Sunday After Easter: Jesus - The Good Shepherd; For 

the Third Sunday After Easter; For the Feast of the 

Holy Trinity; The Third Sunday After Pentecost; Ser-

mon for the Sixth Sunday; For the Sixth Sunday Af-

ter Pentecost: The Multiplication of Bread; For the 

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost; Eleventh Sunday Af-

ter Pentecost; Sermon for the Thirteenth Sunday Af-

ter Pentecost; For the Nineteenth Sunday After Pente-

cost; Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost; Twenty-first 

Sunday After Pentecost; Twenty-second Sunday Af-

ter Pentecost; For the Twenty-third Sunday After 

Pentecost; The Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost: 

Signs of the Times; Twenty-fourth Sunday After Pen-

tecost; Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost; and The 

Sixth After Epiphany. 

(Continued on bottom of Page 32.) 
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Supreme Council of the P.N.C.C. Meets to Review Church Programs 

Scranton, PA 

Michael R. Mietlicki, Secretary, Supreme Council 

The Supreme Council met in the Frank Bednash Me-

morial Library and Conference Room at the National 

Church Center in Scranton, PA on April 25 and April 

26, 2017.  The first session was called to order at 

9:15 a.m. by the Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, PhD, 

Prime Bishop. After welcoming everyone the Prime 

Bishop led morning prayer. 

Attendance 

Most Rev Anthony A. Mikovsky PhD, Rt. Rev. John 

Mack, Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Jr., Rt. Rev. Bernard 

J. Nowicki, DD, Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Very 

Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik, 

Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr., Rev. Zbigniew 

Kozar, John Andrzejewski III, Beverly Basinski, 

Cathy A. Bilinski, Diane Cheek, Jasmine D’Costa, 

PhD, Ronald DeLuca, Marilyn Folcik, Irene Jugan, 

Michael R. Mietlicki, Kathryn Nemkovich, David 

Petrosky, Robert Sarnowski MD, Joan Scheuneman, 

Martin Wachna, Jr. 

Excused:  Very Rev. John Kraus, Very Rev. John 

Rencewicz II, Ted Maciurzynski, Raymond Piec-

zarka 

Substitute Representative:  Rev Scott Lill, D.Min. 

for Very Rev. John Rencewicz II. 

Absent: None 

Guests:  Julie Orzell for the Report of the Clergy 

Hospitalization Program 

Since the last Supreme Council meeting, Diane Hol-

linsworth (Western Diocese), Shirley Mietlicki 

Floyd, EdD (Eastern Diocese) and Vanessa Mu-

rawski (Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese) resigned their 

positions.  Consequently, Bishop Sobiechowski ap-

pointed Marilyn Folcik, Bishop Bilinski appointed 

Cathy Bilinski and Bishop Mack appointed Diane 

Cheek to represent their respective dioceses. It was 

also announced Rev Scott Lill, D.Min. would be the 

clergy representative from the Buffalo-Pittsburgh 

Diocese for this meeting replacing Father Senior 

John Rencewicz II. Bishop Paul Sobiechowski ad-

ministered the oath of office to the new representa-

tives. 

Proposed Agenda  

The proposed agenda was amended to include the 

Medical Bridge to Poland and a discussion on the up-

coming General Synod.  

Previous Meeting Minutes  

The minutes from the April 2016 Meeting were ac-

cepted with the noted corrections.  The Prime Bishop 

and Supreme Council thanked the Secretary for his 

dedicated work.  

Treasurer's Report 

Joan Scheuneman, the P.N.C.C. Treasurer, highlight-

ed each section of the prepared, audited Financial Re-

port.   It included the balance sheets as of 2-29-2016 

and 2-28-2017 listing both current and fixed assets 

along with liabilities and equity, the investment 

schedule, fund summaries, and parish loans.  Also 

presented were the seminary investment schedules, 

donations, expenses and funds summaries as well as 

the schedule of parish receipts.   The mortgage on the 

NCC building as of February 28, 2017 was 

1,762,652.98 down from 1,828,426.89 last year. The 

monthly mortgage payment on the National Church 

Center is just over $10K per month. While dues pay-

ments from parishes were slightly higher than last 

year due in part to late payments, membership num-

bers based on dues collected continue to decline.   

Rental income was higher in 2016 because of past 

due rent collected.   Royalty income was also higher 

in 2016.  There were no major maintenance projects 

at the Prime Bishop’s residence. Legal expenses have 

dropped dramatically.  Expenses exceeded income 

during fiscal 2016 resulting in a deficit of approxi-

mately $80K. 

During discussion, the following was noted.  Just the 

minimum mortgage payment was made last year 

since royalty income was not sufficient to pay extra.  

Some NCC building expenses are recovered from ten-

ets based on lease agreements but not all. The Prime 

Bishop had asked each commission to reduce meeting 

expenses.  And so, through a series of innovative 

steps, some technological, meeting expenses were 

reduced. Teleconferencing was widely used for meet-

(Continued on Page 8.) 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


8 God’s Field — June 2017 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

(Supreme Council - Continued from Page 7.) 

ings. Just a few capital improvements were made in 

2016.  No expenses were submitted for continuing 

education.  Seminary fuel costs are high because of 

the old inefficient energy system in the building. 

Clergy hospitalization insurance reimbursement con-

tinues to be a major expense.  The Supreme Council 

discussed the reimbursement expense, the challenge 

it presents, options,  and the current uncertainty in 

the health insurance market in the United States. The 

root cause of dwindling parish membership numbers 

as portrayed by the Treasurer’s Report will be further 

researched. The Prime Bishop and Supreme Council 

thanked the Treasurer for her dedicated work.  

The Audit Report 

The Supreme Council reviewed the Audit Report 

submitted by Cindy Whitehead, CPA, Audit Com-

mittee Chairperson.  The Financial Report was suc-

cessfully audited. The Treasurer confirmed the rec-

ommendations of the Audit Committee were incorpo-

rated into the Financial Report.  

Investment Committee  

John Andrzejewski, III, reported he and the Prime 

Bishop regularly meet with Medallion, the Church’s 

fund manager, to review the investments and invest-

ment strategy.  The investment portfolio increased by 

approximately 6%.  Medallion are fiduciaries and 

earn their commission based on the earning results 

they achieve for the P.N.C.C. 

Future Direction  

Father Senior Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr. Chair of the 

Future Direction Subcommittee of the Supreme 

Council submitted a prepared report highlighting the 

activities and work of the subcommittee including 

goals, the email database, the action plan, communi-

cations to parishes, welcome packets, survey results, 

the Stewardship Pamphlet, and Lenten Retreats. 

Summarizing the report Father Senior thanked the 

Prime Bishop and Diocesan Bishops for their support 

and committee members for their work.  The dedicat-

ed work of Shirley Mietlicki-Floyd, EdD was 

acknowledged for her survey work. The surveys pro-

vided valuable feedback from diocesan synod dele-

gates.  The videos on Brotherly Love, the Christian 

Family and the Institution of the P.N.C.C. are stored 

on the Future Direction Channel on YouTube.  Pam-

phlets prepared for these solemnities can be ordered 

from the Office of the Prime Bishop.  The Lay Min-

istry Program was implemented and the Diocesan 

Chaplains are meeting regularly. To increase the 

number of those receiving the monthly Future Direc-

tion email newsletter, Diocesan Bishops will submit 

the emails of diocesan council members, diocesan 

synod delegates and members of parish committees. 

Privacy laws were acknowledged but since these in-

dividuals hold positions of authority in the Church 

they should receive Future Direction mailings. They 

can opt out of receiving the emails at any time. The 

positive tone of the monthly newsletters and other 

materials distributed by the subcommittee was 

acknowledged.  The Supreme Council reviewed and 

accepted a Future Direction draft proposal presented 

by Michael R. Mietlicki to create a National Office 

of News and Media Relations. The purpose of this 

office is to advertise the unique solemnities of the 

P.N.C.C. and promote national church events.  

The responsibilities of the Future Direction subcom-

mittee were discussed.   It was noted the Future Di-

rection subcommittee’s mission is to present a pro-

gram map or outline and tools for parishes to use to 

achieve the goals of the last synod. It is not the objec-

tive of the Future Direction subcommittee to imple-

ment these programs within parishes.  It is the re-

sponsibility of each parish to implement these pro-

grams locally.  The Future Direction Action Plan 

should be on the agenda of every national, diocesan, 

seniorate and parish meeting.  While members of the 

Future Direction subcommittee are available to con-

sult with individual parishes, someone in each parish 

should be identified as the Future Direction lead or 

communicator. Copies of the monthly Future Direc-

tion Newsletter should be printed in local parishes for 

those who might not have an email access.  The local 

pastor’s support is essential to the program’s success.   

Pastors are encouraged to reach out to their Adminis-

trative Seniors with their questions or any support 

they need.  All parishes are requested to share their 

Future Direction work with the subcommittee so it 

can be publicized.  It was stressed the spiritual activi-

ties of a parish should not be measured by the num-

ber of people who attend but by the spiritual seeds 

sown. The Supreme Council and Prime Bishop ap-

plauded the work of the committee and especially 

acknowledged the dedicated work of Father Senior 

Nemkovich, its chairman.  

Clergy Hospitalization 

Julie Orzell, the Plan Administrator, submitted a pre-

pared report that included a balance sheet, income, 

expenses and individual reimbursements.  She also 
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distributed the current Rules and Regulations, which 

she revised in 2016, for the Supreme Council’s re-

view.   Julie joined the meeting to summarize her re-

port and discuss clarification on current rules. During 

2016, just under $250K was reimbursed to parishes, 

retired priests and surviving widows of retired priests 

for their health insurance premium costs.  

During discussion, the following points were made. It 

was noted that bi-vocational priests and priests that 

obtain their health insurance from their working 

wives’ plan cost the parish and National Church noth-

ing or very little. If this situation did not exist, insur-

ance costs for the parishrs and National Church 

would double. The Supreme Council approved the 

one third reimbursement of health insurance premi-

ums for active pastors and their wives aged 65 and 

older who are enrolled in Medicare Part B. This be-

comes effective January 1, 2018.  Insurance premi-

ums for prescription coverage that are part of a stand-

alone policy are currently not reimbursed. Supple-

mental insurance premiums are already reimbursed at 

the one-third level. Parishes are responsible for these 

costs whether they are reimbursed or not. To be eligi-

ble for this reimbursement, Medicare Part B and sup-

plemental insurance cost documentation must be sub-

mitted to the Clergy Hospitalization Plan Administra-

tor per the plan’s Rules and Regulations. Likewise, 

parishes must request reimbursement on a quarterly 

basis per the plan’s Rules and Regulations. An updat-

ed Rules and Policy document will be sent to all par-

ishes in November of 2017.  

Clergy Pension Fund  

The Supreme Council reviewed the prepared Clergy 

Pension Fund report that included the number of cler-

gy and wives collecting a pension, the fund perfor-

mance and balance. The following are members of 

the committee:  Bishop Bilinski, Chair, Robert 

Maycan, Treasurer, Mrs. Christine Wachna, Secretary 

and Philip Smolka, Trustee. There are currently 33 

clergy and 33 spouses receiving pensions.   

During discussion, the following topics were noted.  

The long-range stability of the Pension Fund is a ma-

jor concern.   The Fund receives $7 from the member 

dues allotment.  Even with this and the successful 

collection drives during the year contributions to the 

fund fall way short of the $250K needed annually to 

support the current pension plan. Currently the dues 

allotment and donations total only $50K annually. It 

was reported last year’s Honor Your Father fund rais-

ing campaign fell far short of the previous year. To 

address this concern, the Supreme Council took steps 

to begin a formal fund-raising campaign for the Pen-

sion Fund.   It will be based on the successful model 

used previously that raised over 1 million dollars for 

the fund.  Once a clergyman reaches the age of 70 he 

begins to receive his pension even if he continues to 

actively serve a parish. To be vested for a pension, a 

priest must serve 20 consecutive years in the role of a 

pastor of a parish.  

God’s Field  

A prepared report was submitted by Julie Orzell, Edi-

tor. The Supreme Council reviewed the report. God’s 

Field is published every month and available online 

via the P.N.C.C. website.  While traffic to pncc.org 

has spiked in recent months, it is not possible to de-

termine what traffic the God’s Field page receives 

and thus how many members read it.  It is also dis-

tributed to members by many parishes via email.  

Those who subscribe receive a copy via U.S. First 

Class Mail. The Prime Bishop authors at least one 

article per month for God’s Field.  Others were en-

couraged to submit articles for publication.  

Savonarola Theological Seminary  

Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Vice-Rector of the Semi-

nary, submitted a prepared report outlining his activi-

ties as Vice-Rector, seminary activities and the lack 

of Vocations.   During the meeting, he summarized 

his report. Some capital improvements are scheduled 

for the seminary in the coming year including a new 

roof.  Priests who came to our Church from other de-

nominations did spend time in the seminary during 

the past year.  The P.N.C.C. does have a collaborative 

education program with Nashotah House for semi-

nary studies. Students spend two years at Nashotah 

House and one year at Savonarola Seminary prior to 

ordination.  They are awarded a Master’s Degree in 

Divinity following their study. The National Church 

pays 1/3 of the tuition, the diocese pays another 1/3 

and the student the remaining 1/3.   We need to get 

the word out that the P.N.C.C. has this excellent pro-

gram of study for the Priesthood. There is one student 

from the Western Diocese who will finish the 

Nashotah House component of study in June.   Active 

clergy can enroll at Nashotah House in its long-

distance program for continuing education. 

Serious discussion focused on the lack of Vocations 

(Continued on Page 10.) 
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in the P.N.C.C., the general passivity regarding Vo-

cations witnessed in the P.N.C.C. and the root cause 

for the lack of support and encouragement men who 

may be considering the Priesthood receive from their 

family. It speaks to larger issues evident in many oth-

er programs of the Church.  An increase in spirituali-

ty and stewardship is warranted and must become 

part of the culture of the P.N.C.C. if it is to grow.  

The importance of having a seminary building to 

support the necessary spiritual formation component 

of a seminary education was noted.  It was reported 

some funds from the seminary could be used for con-

tinuing education for clergy. The P.N.C.C. Constitu-

tion also states the parish should participate in this 

funding as well.  Requests for continuing education 

programs should be presented to Diocesan Bishops 

and then to the Prime Bishop for review.  It was not-

ed many active priests in the P.N.C.C. are beyond 

retirement age but are serving parishes because there 

is no place for them to retire to. The seminary build-

ing might be a good retirement center for clergy. Re-

tired priests could then provide spiritual support to 

the seminarians who are studying for the Priesthood.  

The Polish National Union  

Irene Jugan, PNU CEO, presented an oral report.  

She thanked the Prime Bishop and the Diocesan 

Bishops for their support.  She indicated the PNU is a 

very regulated organization.  This year’s anticipated 

profit was negatively impacted when the National 

Association of Insurance Commissions (NAIC) re-

duced the ranking of bonds.  Irene described all the 

ways the PNU supports programs, parishes and mem-

bers of the P.N.C.C. The PNU is here to help people 

and it welcomes the opportunity to speak with every-

one who may need insurance, annuities and loans.  It 

is vital members of the P.N.C.C. support the PNU 

through the purchase of insurance and annuities.  So-

cial memberships are available for $30 per year.  

Spojnia, Inc. 

The Prime Bishop as President of Spojnia Inc. Board, 

summarized the work of Spojnia Inc. On the positive 

side Spojnia Inc has gone from an annual deficit of 

$200K to $300K in past years to a deficit of only 

$55K in 2016.  An offer to purchase Spojnia Manor 

was received and the offer is being negotiated.  If 

Spojnia Manor is sold Spojnia Inc will be in the 

black.   The land in Waymart, PA does sit on the 

Marcellus Shale Formation that could generate natu-

ral gas drilling royalties in the future.  Currently, 

however, the State of Pennsylvania does not permit 

drilling on that portion of the formation because it is 

in the Delaware River Basin. If Spojnia Manor is 

sold Spojnia Inc. needs to understand how the build-

ing and associated property will be used since it is 

adjacent to the Retreat Center.  Any over develop-

ment or excavation could negatively impact the Re-

treat Center. If the manor is not sold, another option 

might be to demolish the building and retain the 

property.  

National Church Center 

John Andrzejewski, Building Manager, submitted a 

prepared report that included an analysis of the in-

come, expense and maintenance projects of the NCC.  

The building is currently 100% rented. Maintenance 

and repairs on the building continue to be required.  

A major project to repair the exterior of the building 

will be completed in phases. $75K is estimated in the 

2017 budget to begin this work.  As the work begins 

any underlying issues will need to be addressed and 

could cause the project to become more expensive.  

An updated phone system is also required since the 

current system is obsolete. There were two incidenc-

es of vandalism on the building in 2016.  Conse-

quently, the installation of security cameras is under 

consideration. 

The following points were made during discussion. 

Nothing is written into the tenet lease agreements 

that would allow the P.N.C.C. to share a portion of 

the cost for the planned exterior work. There was a 

ten-year warranty on the exterior of the building but 

that has long expired since the building is approach-

ing 27 years.  It was noted the building was built for 

the Church’s and PNU’s exclusive use and not as a 

building that would be leased. Nonetheless, the 

P.N.C.C. is fortunate to have the portions of the 

building that could be leased at 100% occupancy.  

All royalties received from gas drilling are applied to 

the monthly mortgage payment. A plan to reduce the 

operating expenses of the National Church will be 

explored.  

Website Report 

The Supreme Council reviewed the prepared report 

submitted by Fred Aebli, Chair of the Website Com-

mission.  It included visitor statistics, web site statis-

tics and recommendations to begin using Twitter and 

Instagram.  Several Twitter uses were outlined.  

Search options and accessing diocesan and parish 

(Supreme Council - Continued from Page 9.) 
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websites from pncc.org were also discussed.     

Prime Bishop’s Residence  

No major projects were undertaken or required at the 

Prime Bishop’s residence in 2016.  Energy savings 

from the conversion to natural gas continue to be real-

ized.  

The Report of the Prime Bishop 

Prime Bishop Mikovsky submitted a prepared report 

that covered his calendar, his activities as Prime Bish-

op of the P.N.C.C. and the Union of Scranton and 

President of Spojnia, Inc. He attended all Diocesan 

Synods in 2016.   He thanked everyone for their work 

for the Church. He thanked his brother bishops and 

the clergy of the Church for their support and work. 

He thanked the members of the Church Commissions 

that move the work of the Church forward. He 

thanked the members of the Supreme Council, Julie 

Orzell, his secretary, Joan Scheuneman, P.N.C.C. 

Treasurer, John Andrzejewski III, the NCC building 

manger and Frank Wudarski, building maintenance, 

for their work. Prime Bishop noted that while be-

quests were received in 2016, the P.N.C.C. specifical-

ly did not receive any bequests last year. The need for 

and the opportunity to provide bequests to the 

P.N.C.C. is a topic that needs to be publicized.  

The Report of Diocesan Bishops 

Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese – Rt. Rev. John Mack  

Rt. Rev. John Mack, Diocesan Bishop of the Buffalo-

Pittsburgh Diocese, submitted a prepared report on 

the spiritual and financial status of his diocese.  High-

lighting his report, Bishop noted the activities taking 

place at Holy Cross Parish in Johnstown PA, the pas-

toral changes at St. Barbara’s Parish in Houtzdale, 

PA, the status of Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 

Parish in Dallas, TX and the work at Charlotte House, 

an in-patient comfort home for the terminally ill asso-

ciated with Holy Family Parish in North Java, NY.  

During the meeting the Supreme Council authorized 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, PhD and Bishop 

John E. Mack to liquidate the assets of St. Casimir 

Parish in Rochester, NY. The incardination of three 

priests occurred during this past Holy Week.  Fr. An-

dreas Simental will serve as administrator of St. Bar-

bara’s Parish in Houtzdale, PA.   Fr. Dr. Joseph 

Mazurkiewicz and Fr. John Dinello will serve as 

reserve priests of the diocese.   

All but one parish in the diocese are paying their fi-

nancial obligations to the Diocese and National 

Church.  Bishop acknowledged the need for the split 

of the dual ministries bishops face, that of pastor and 

diocesan bishop, is evident.  Bishop Mack looked for 

relief in this area through the appointment of a full 

time assistant or dean of the cathedral but the funding 

of such a position was met with mixed support. 

Canadian Diocese – Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, 

PhD 

Prime Bishop Anthony M. Mikovsky, PhD submitted 

a prepared report regarding his activities as Adminis-

trator Bishop of the Canadian Diocese.   He outlined 

Canadian Law regarding the operation of the Canadi-

an Diocese and indicated corporation documents were 

recently update. The current bylaws of the diocese are 

very restrictive and will be rewritten to be more in 

line with the spirit of the P.N.C.C. Constitution.  A 

diocesan synod was not held since only one parish 

would have been eligible to attend based financial 

contributions to the diocese.  Parishes have since 

started to financially support the diocese.  Some as-

sets on the balance sheet of the diocese are being re-

searched to determine their legitimacy.  It was report-

ed Cathedral Place, a senior citizen housing facility 

associated with St. John’s Cathedral is running well.       

Central Diocese – Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, DD 

Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, DD, Diocesan Bishop of 

the Central Diocese, submitted a prepared report that 

detailed the spiritual and financial status of his dio-

cese. Summarizing his report, he highlighted the mer-

ger activities currently underway in the Plymouth, PA 

area, the outreach work at St. Francis Parish in Den-

ver, CO, the renewal of parochial programs at St. 

Valentine’s Parish in Philadelphia, the current lawsuit 

in Perth Amboy, NJ, the sale of the Commack, NY 

property and the successful stewardship pledge sys-

tem implemented at St. Stanislaus’ Cathedral in 

Scranton.  

Father Mariusz Mularczyk who was incardinated into 

the P.N.C.C. was assigned administrator at St. Valen-

tine’s Parish, Philadelphia.  Deacon Donald Wunder-

lich was ordained and is serving as the Pastor of Our 

Savior Parish in Lawrenceville, NJ.  Father Joseph 

Kolek, formerly of the P.N.C. Church of the Resur-

rection, Greenpoint, Brooklyn, NY is completing his 

training to become fully connected to the US military 

chaplaincy service.  The Diocesan Synod was suc-

cessful. Bibles were distributed to all delegates and 
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National Committee on Scouting Errata 

The article in the March 2017 issue of Gods Field did not include a photograph of the God and Community 

(Bog I Spolecznosc) medal for the Girl Scouts. Twelve of these Awards were given from their beginnings to 

the 19th General Synod. The article may not have been as clear as to the recipients of the awards. Hopefully, 

this errata article will clear up any misunderstanding. The P.N.C.C. has awards for: Brownies and Cub Scouts 

Love of God (Milosc Boga), Boy Scouts and Explorers, God and Country (Bog I Ojczyzna), Girl Scouts God 

and Community (Bog I Spolecznosc). These three medals are pictured, below. There is also an award for 

Adults, named the Bishop Zielinski Adult Service Award.  

these bibles were used during the synod.  Bishop 

acknowledged the work of Father Senior Mludzik 

and the Wallington Parish for hosting the synod.  The 

proposal to support a full time diocesan bishop was 

not embraced at the synod. Consequently, the Bish-

op’s time and talent will continue to be split between 

his role as Pastor of the Cathedral and Diocesan 

Bishop. Regarding future parish mergers, there are a 

couple clusters of parishes within the diocese Bishop 

Nowicki is exploring to determine what might be 

possible. The Diocese is looking forward to hosting 

the next Youth Convocation.  Father Jim Konicki 

will be leading the effort.  

Eastern Diocese – Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski 

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Diocesan Bishop of the 

Eastern Diocese, submitted a prepared reporting on 

the spiritual and financial status of his diocese. In 

summarizing his report, Bishop thanked Bishop 

Bilinski for his support as National Youth Chaplain 

and Father Senior Robert and Kathy Nemkovich for 

their work in leading the recently held Youth Convo-

cation in the Eastern Diocese. Bishop acknowledged 

the hard work of Father Senior Joseph Krusienski, 

Marilyn Folcik and the Plantsville, CT parish for 

their work in hosting the Eastern Diocese Synod.  

This synod built on what was accomplished during 

the previous synod. As a result, they now have a stra-

tegic planning committee within the diocese.  The 

Eastern Diocese will be host to the upcoming Nation-

al United Choirs Music Workshop.  

Western Diocese – Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Jr. 

Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Jr., Diocesan Bishop of the 

Western Diocese, submitted a prepared report detail-

ing the spiritual and financial status of his diocese.  

During summation of his prepared report, Bishop 

Bilinski indicated his report is filled with pride.  He 

is proud of the diocesan parishes, his priests, his di-

ocesan council, diocesan commissions and standard 

organizations within the diocese.  The Western Dio-

cese has 7 deacons same as the original Church. The 

deacons meet two nights a week for weekly prayer 

over Skype. This was initiated by the deacons as part 

of their ministry. Going forward, they will reach out 

to the other deacons of the P.N.C.C.   Bishop Bilinski 

mentioned that a recent United Choirs Convention of 

the Western Diocese, Robert Maycan stepped down 

as chairman.  Bishop Bilinski acknowledged Mr. 

Maycan’s dedicated work for the United Choirs of 

the Western Diocese and indicated no one in the dio-

cese could remember a time when Mr. Maycan was 

not the chairman of the United Choirs of the Western 

Diocese. Through his efforts, the United Choirs con-

tinues to be active within the diocese.   Bishop Bilin-

ski thanked the Prime Bishop and his brother bishops 

for their support and guidance. He noted that the 

most recent diocesan synod was his first and 

acknowledged the work of those who drove its suc-

cess. 

(To be continued in Volume 95, Issue No. 7.) 
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Polish National Catholic Church 

17th Annual Mission & Evangelism Workshop 

“Faith That Works: The Letter of St. James” 

Holy Cross Parish, Woodland Park, NJ 

On May 5 – 7 2017, Polish National Catholic clergy 

and faithful from four dioceses gathered in Wood-

land Park, New Jersey, to participate in the PNCC’s 

17th Annual Mission & Evangelism Workshop.  All 

received a warm welcome from the host pastor, Rev. 

Joseph Cyman, and the good people of Holy Cross 

Parish. The Very Rev. Gregory Młudzik, a member 

of the Commission on Mission and Evangelism, 

opened the Workshop with an introduction to the 

Letter of James. With its emphasis on works, some 

theologians (notably Martin Luther) have not held it 

in high regard, insisting that one is justified by faith 

in Christ alone. On careful examination, however, 

one can see that James never implied that human ef-

forts can earn salvation. The good works do not save 

us, rather, they give tangible evidence to a person’s 

faith.  

Rev. James Konicki continued the opening session 

with an exegesis (critical look) at this Biblical text. 

He stated that on its surface, James’ letter has noth-

ing to do with Mission and Evangelism! It is proba-

bly the oldest New Testament text, dating to 50 AD, 

so its content is very connected to what was happen-

ing in the early church.  Written to Jewish believers 

in Jesus who were in exile because of persecution, it 

closely parallels the material in Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount; and though it was written centuries ago, its 

message is applicable to the challenges we face to-

day. James advises believers to “count it all joy” 

when trials come, approaching them with steadfast 

faith in Christ.  God, in His wisdom, allows these dif-

ficulties in our lives to hone our faith, thereby giving 

us the opportunity to become mature believers. Our 

faith becomes visible and illustrates our friendship 

with God, to a world that needs to know Him. Father 

Konicki summarized the theme of James - the call to 

a genuine practice of the faith, to “get our house in 

order.”  The fruit of living an authentic Christian life 

is what draws others to Jesus (mission and evange-

lism). 

We took a break for dinner and fellowship, renewing 

old acquaintances and meeting new friends. Friday’s 

activities concluded in the sanctuary with Evening 

Prayer for the Feast of St. James and the Sacrament 

of Penance, led by the Bishop of the Central Diocese, 

Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki.  The readings and prayers 

helped us to examine our consciences  and reflect on 

St. James’ admonition to put our faith into practice. 

We started on Saturday at 8:45 AM with Morning 

Prayer, led by Very Rev. Gregory Młudzik,  and a 

Votive Mass to  Saints Philip and James, Apostles, 

celebrated by Bishop Nowicki. Most Rev. Anthony 

Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the PNCC, was the homi-

list. He commented on the beauty of the sanctuary 

and how we are often inspired as we spend time in 

worship, only to forget that holy experience in the 
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reality of our daily lives. We are to draw strength 

from the love of God we experience in the hour of 

worship, demonstrating it in our love of our neighbor 

during the remaining hours of the week.  When peo-

ple see Jesus’ love living in us, they will be drawn to 

Him. 

The Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop of the East-

ern Diocese, led the morning session, an interactive 

Bible Study on the first chapter of James’ letter.  

Bishop Paul gave us a homework assignment on Fri-

day evening in preparation for this session, and there 

was plenty of thoughtful discussion as a result.  He 

shared his audio visual and study sources with the 

group, encouraging them to finish this study on their 

own and perhaps start a similar study in their home 

parishes. 

After our lunch break, Deacon Tom Walsh presented 

the “Prayer of Faith,” examining various types of 

prayer mentioned in James: Blessing and Adoration, 

and Prayers of Petition, Intercession, and Thanksgiv-

ing.  James gave practical instruction on prayer to the 

early Christian community drawn from the Scriptures 

available to them at that time. He calls his readers to 

pray with assurance for what God has promised, and 

pray with submission when no promises have been 

made. 

Many circumstances call for prayer:  

 When one is suffering, “undergoing hardship or 

experiencing sadness,” he should cry out to God 

for deliverance or help to endure.  

 When one is in good spirits, he should sing praise 

to God. 

 When one is experiencing illness, he should call 

on the elders to pray and anoint  him in the name 

of the Lord. In this Sacrament of Anointing, we 

unite our prayers with Jesus to overcome the forc-

es of evil, sickness, suffering and sin in the world.  

He emphasized that a person’s sickness is not 

necessarily a consequence of sin, debunking a 

commonly held notion.  

During this session, Deacon Tom asked if anyone 

would like to share a testimony of answered prayer, 

and several people did so. He concluded the session 

with a prayer of assurance, that God would grant per-

sonal revival to each individual, strengthening them 

to confidently share their faith with others and lead 

them to Christ. 

After a short break, Sherry Mack helped us to put our 

faith into action by preparing Prayer Blankets for 

people in need. We divided into several small 

groups, and before beginning our work, the bishops 

blessed our hands for this ministry. We proceeded to 

cut, pin, and tie the edges of the blankets, praying for 

the recipients as we did so. Sherry directed us to the 

website for prayer shawl ministry which gives de-

tailed instructions for making various types of prayer 

blankets, explaining the symbolism of colors and 

patterns used. She also provided “technical assis-

tance” as we worked, emphasizing that perfection 

was not the goal, but that our love and prayers would 

benefit the recipients of our blankets. The finished 

products would be blessed at Sunday’s Mass.  We all 

signed cards for those who would receive the blan-

kets. Following the session, there was time for group 

members to share personal experiences of faith 

which carried them through difficult or challenging 

situations in their lives. 

After a hearty dinner, we had more testimonies, and 

then we took time for silent prayer in the sanctuary.  

The peaceful atmosphere and soft candlelight quieted 

us and afforded an opportunity to reflect on the many 

topics presented earlier.  To conclude the day, an 

Evening Prayer and Commissioning Service was led 

by Prime Bishop Mikovsky, with the assistance of 

Father Cyman. Candles, pins, and certificates were 

distributed to all participants, along with the charge 

to “put (our) faith into work and action in spreading 

the good news and bringing others to a knowledge of 

Jesus Christ”.   

On Sunday, we gathered for Morning Prayer, led by 

Father Cyman, and Holy Mass, with Prime Bishop 

Mikovsky as celebrant and homilist of the liturgy for 

the Fourth Sunday of Easter.  He focused on  Jesus’ 

statement,  “I AM the Good Shepherd,” one of seven 

“I AM” statements included in Holy Scripture. Alt-

hough portrayed idyllically in art, the life of a shep-

herd in Biblical times was far from glamorous. He 

lived out in the field doing the vital work of caring 

for the sheep which were needed for religious sacri-

fice, but as an individual he was not highly regarded. 

With infrequent opportunities for bathing or personal 

care, he did not mingle much in society. When we 

say “The Lord is my Shepherd,” we acknowledge 

that “Jesus cares for us so much that He is willing to 

delve into our lives and get dirty.” Jesus told His fol-

lowers, “I AM the gate”: At night, shepherds would 

lie on the ground across the opening of the sheep 

(P.N.C.C 17th M&E Workshop - Continued from Page 13.) 
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pen, a stone enclosure, to keep the sheep from wan-

dering away.  Sometimes several flocks and more 

than one shepherd would share the pen. In the morn-

ing, when it was time to lead sheep to pasture, the 

sheep would follow the voice only of their particular 

shepherd. As Christians, we need to become familiar 

with the voice of Jesus and follow Him, instead of the 

many other voices in the world (in the media, on our 

phones, and elsewhere) clamoring for our attention. 

“He is speaking all the time, if we choose to hear 

Him.  We have a choice every moment, to listen to 

the voice of evil...or to listen to the voice of Jesus.  

Which voice do I hear?  Which voice do I follow?  

Which voice do I serve?”  Jesus calls us to share His 

message, His love, and His victory over sin and 

death; and to invite others to hear the voice of the 

Good Shepherd, the One who brings life, love, and 

healing to all who seek Him.  

During the Mass, the youth of Holy Cross Parish of-

fered the prayers of intercession. At the end of Mass, 

they sang “Our Symbol,” a song which describes the 

symbol of the PNCC and tells of God’s love for us. 

After Mass, we enjoyed  brunch in the parish hall 

with the parishioners of Holy Cross. Mission and 

Evangelism Commission Member Ron DeLuca spoke 

about his relationship with the chairman of this com-

mission, Father Raymond Drada, who recently 

passed away after battling cancer.  Father Ray was 

actively involved in many endeavors of our Church, 

and we keenly feel his absence. After sharing these 

thoughts, Ron presented his traditional “wrap-up” of 

the Workshop.  One Scripture passage which made 

an impression on him was James’ admonition: 

“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 

and slow to become angry” (James 1:19). Ron also 

took the Prime Bishop’s words to heart about living 

for Christ every hour of every day, not just for an 

hour on Sunday. He shared with us a song, “I Am a 

Friend of God” and finished his presentation with a 

call to “Go where Jesus wants you to go and do what 

He wants you to do.” 

Prime Bishop Anthony gave his closing remarks, 

mentioning the challenge of putting this Workshop 

together and of the many hands needed to complete 

the tasks that typically were done by Father Ray.  

Prime Bishop echoed Ron’s appreciation for James 

1:19. His “takeaway” from this Workshop is “Listen 

to Jesus.  Be friends of God and of each other.” With 

this in mind, attending Church won’t be seen as 

merely an “obligation” but as a privilege.  Prime 

Bishop remarked, “Every moment is a work...Who - 

or what - does it serve?”   Prime Bishop thanked Fa-

ther Cyman and Holy Cross Parish for the hospitality 

extended to us and presented them with a gift from 

the Mission and Evangelism Commission, a plaque 

with the word “FAITH” in the middle, surrounded by 

four Scripture passages on the subject. Father Cyman 

in return thanked the Commission for the privilege of 

hosting the Workshop and spoke about incorporating 

some of the ideas which were presented.  

Bishop Mack  issued an invitation to the 2018 Mis-

sion Workshop which will  be held in the Buffalo-

Pittsburgh Diocese, most likely in Carnegie and 

Stowe Township, PA.  Bishop Mack also shared his 

reminiscences of Father Ray and asked for prayers 

for Pennie Drada. 

To conclude the Workshop, Bishop Nowicki prayed 

and gave everyone his blessing. 

Much more happened in the individual conversations 

that took place:  divine appointments, in which new 

friendships were forged and common experiences 

shared.  Answers to prayer, ongoing needs, and 

words of encouragement were all a part of this gath-

ering, and I pray that more PNC faithful would take 

the opportunity to experience the Body of Christ in 

this way. It doesn’t only happen at a national gather-

ing, but it can be a part of our local experience when 

we are friends of God and friends of each other.  “Do 

not merely listen to the word, and so deceive your-

selves. Do what it says” (James 1:22). May God 

draw near to us as we draw near to Him. 
Submitted by Karen Sobiechowski, 

Chair, Eastern Diocese Mission/Evangelism  
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“Honor Your Father on Father’s Day” Campaign – 2017 (As of 6-12-17) 

Otto J. Mueller - Remembered by James Mueller 

Frank Barnett I - Remembered by James Mueller 

Harold Mueller - Remembered by James Mueller 

Edward Weller - Remembered by James Mueller 

Anton J. Barnett - Remembered by James Mueller 

Paul A. Koceski – Honored by Deacon Dave and Roseanne Nichols 

William O. Nichols – Honored by Deacon Dave and Roseanne Nichols 

My Pastor, Father, Grandfather, Big Brother – Honored by Francis Trzasko 

Rev. Bruce Sleczkowski - Honored by Marian Sleczkowski 

Max T. Sleczkowski – Remembered by Rev. Bruce and Marian Sleczkowski 

Rev. Mr. Raymond M. Lagesse – Honored by Rev. Bruce and Marian Sleczkowski 

Leo Sarnowski – Honored by Dr. and Mrs. Robert Sarnowski 

Stanley Franus - Honored by Dr. and Mrs. Robert Sarnowski  

Fr. Raymond Drada, friend and brother priest – Remembered by Fr. Paul Zomerfeld 

Michael J. Dubiel – Remembered by April Collis 

Amos Seehoffer – Remembered by Peggy Kelly 

Bishop Joseph C. Zawistowski – Remembered by the Zawistowski Family 

Very Rev. Joseph L. Zawistowski – Remembered by the Zawistowski Family 

Albert Clark – Remembered by Bob and Laraine Clark 

Ernest Bernier – Remembered by Bob and Laraine Clark 

Peter Chlubiski – Remembered by Barbara McPherson 

Fr. Jason Soltysiak – Honored by Rose and Paul Kazinetz 

Stanley W. Kaczor – Remembered by Pennie Drada 

Fr. Raymond Drada – Remembered by Pennie Drada 

Fr. Raymond Drada – Remembered by Elizabeth Drada-Knake 

Fr. Raymond Drada – Remembered by Andrew Drada 

Alexander Graiko – Remembered by Evelyn and Roger Nadeau 

Fr. Bogusław Janiec – Honored by Marion Sobolewski 

Dr. John Gorgol – Remembered by Michael R and Mary A Gorgol Mietlicki 

Michael J. Mietlicki – Remembered by Michael R and Mary A Gorgol Mietlicki 

Fr. Raymond Drada – Remembered by Michael R and Mary A Gorgol Mietlicki 

Fr. Mark Swoger – Honored by Holy Trinity Parish, Washington, PA 

Prime Bishop Anthony A. Mikovsky – Honored by Carol Mikovsky 

Anthony J. Mikovsky – Remembered by Most Rev. Anthony and Carol Mikovsky 

Francis J. Golembeski – Remembered by Most Rev. Anthony and Carol Mikovsky 

Robert A. Golembeski – Remembered by Most Rev. Anthony and Carol Mikovsky 

Francis J. Golembeski, Jr. – Honored by Most Rev. Anthony and Carol Mikovsky 

Bishop Paul Sobiechowski – Honored by Stanley and MaryAnn Kiska 

John F. Wrobel – Remembered by JoAnn Menzia 

Clyde L. Sharik, Sr. – Remembered by Debbie and Joe Parknavy 

Joseph R. Parknavy. – Remembered by Debbie and Joe Parknavy 
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Joseph J. Parknavy - Remembered by Joey, Jonathan and Joel Parknavy 

Fr. Bruce Sleczkowski – Honored by Debbie and Joe Parknavy 

Clyde L. Sharik, Sr. – Remembered by Joey, Jonathan and Joel Parknavy 

Joseph J. Parknavy  – Remembered by Joey, Jonathan, and Joel Parknavy 

Andrew J. Siedlarczyk – Remembered by Andrew M. Siedlarczyk 

Robert Edwin Bradbury – Remembered by the Bradbury Family 

Frank Paskavich – Remembered by the Bradbury Family 

Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich – Honored by the Bradbury Family 

Fr. Adam Czarnecki – Honored by Jeffrey S. Tunis 

Fr. Sr. Walter Madej – Honored by Joseph S. Swierczek 

Stanley Swierczek – Remembered by Joseph S. Swierczek 

Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert Nemkovich – Honored by Fr. Sr. Rob and Kathryn Nemkovich 

Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich, Father – Honored by Eric, Cliff, Adam and Alex 

Leon Gorgol – Remembered by Fr. Sr. Rob and Kathryn Nemkovich 

Fr. Henryk Wos – Honored by Our Savior’s Parish (Woonsocket, RI) 

Joseph Basta – Remembered by Fr. Thomas and Carol Basta 

Charles Burcha – Remembered by Fr. Thomas and Carol Basta 

Joseph A. Supczak – Remembered by Patricia Aldridge 

Leon Gorgol – Remembered by Marie A. Gorgol and Family 

Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich – Honored by Marie A. Gorgol and Family 

Frank Myslivy – Remembered by Janice Myslivy-Kieron 

Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich – Honored by Janice Myslivy-Kieron 

Fr. Walter Thomas – Remembered by Church of the Nativity (Howell, NJ) 

Fr. Raymond Drada – Remembered by Church of the Nativity (Howell, NJ) 

Fr. Edward Czudak – Honored by Church of the Nativity (Howell, NJ) 

David Petrosky, Grandfather – Honored by Joshua and Hannah Bilinski 

Stanley M. Bilinski, Father, Grandfather, Father-in-law – Remembered by Bp. Stanley Bilinski and Family  

David Petrosky, Godfather, Uncle – Honored by Joshua and Hannah Bilinski 

Charles Bilinski, Brother – Honored by Bp. Stanley Bilinski 

Robert Bilinski, Brother – Honored by Bp. Stanley Bilinski 

Edward G. Olszowka – Remembered by Martin Olszowka 

Kazimir Seremet – Remembered by Martin Olszowka 

Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich – honored by Rita Ostroski 

 

The Clergy Pension Fund Committee would also like to express its gratitude to: 

Melanie Detweiler in memory of her mother, Lottie Detweiler ($1,000) 

Holy Family Parish (North Java, NY) in honoring its Pastor, Fr. Matt Kawiak ($1,000) 

 

On behalf of the Clergy Pension Fund Committee, may I take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for your 

concern for the Program, as well as your respect for those you have asked to be remembered or honored.  As 

written, this list reflects those names that were received in the mail through 12 June.  A subsequent listing will 

be included in the next issue of the Rola Boża.  On my behalf, I will include these remembered in my private 

prayer; again, my deep thanks and appreciation. 

Rt. Rev. Stanley M. Bilinski, Chair, Clergy Pension Fund Committee 
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Kurs 2017 

Spring is here and summer is right around the corner.  That means it is time once again for the annual Kurs 

encampment.  Our theme this year is “We hold a Treasure.” 

Registration and drop-off of campers will be Saturday, July 1st, starting at 9:00 a.m. 

The registration time is earlier this year because our “INDEPENDENCE DAY” celebration will happen 

that day with Holy Mass at Noon by  The Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop. 

The Y.M.S. of R. picnic will follow Mass. 

There will be no Mass or picnic on July 4th. 

Pick-up of campers will be Saturday. July 8th. at Noon. 

 

The Kurs encampment is a Polish National Catholic Church tradition sponsored by The Y.M.S. of R. 

Rates:  Polish National Catholic Church Member- $210.00 per child 

             Non P.N.C.C. member - $260.00 per child 

  

The reasonable rates will provide your child with 7 days of camp.  They will participate in team building and 

leadership activities that will build lifelong friendships.  The campers will be under the supervision of the Kurs 

counselors who were all campers themselves and want to make your child’s experience as memorable and en-

joyable as possible.  It is their hard work and dedication that makes the Kurs experience possible. 

Our Theme “We Hold a Treasure” is relative to Jesus Christ being our one treasure our Lord and Savior.  The 

Treasure is also present in The Eucharist, The Word of the Lord, The Church, and there is a Treasure in Fami-

ly, Friends, and Community.  There is also a Treasure in all of us that we need to find.  With all this treasure 

talk, the staff plans to build on the theme socially by incorporating the Pirates of Waymart.  We will also be 

digging up a time capsule that was placed in the ground in 2007, and place a new one in this year.  

Camper Registration and Medical Forms are due back by Saturday June 17th, 2017. 

A $20.00 deposit is required with registration and checks can be made payable to 

Y.M.S. of R. Central Committee. 

  

Mail forms and payment to: KURS 2017, 611 West Grace Street, Old Forge, PA 18518 

(**This is not the camp address; this is only the registration address**) 

***The Camp address is 611 Honesdale Road, Waymart, PA 18472 *** 

 

To ensure your child’s participation, please return your form as soon as possible.   

We will notify you if we have reached our capacity. 

 

Please do not come earlier than the times listed for drop-off and pick-up of campers.  If there is a conflict 

please email Stacey Crispino-Shrive at Scrisp83@aol.com  to make arrangements.  If you need further infor-

mation please call Nick Kazinetz at (570) 604-2620.   

We look forward to seeing you. 

Nick Kazinetz, President, United Y.M.S. of R. 

Rev. James Konicki, Camp Spiritual Advisor 

Stacey Crispino Shrive, Counselor 

Further information and forms can be found on the P.N.C.C. website at: 

pncc.org/?event=save-the-date-kurs-2017 
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Clergy Pension Fund Donation List After 6-12-16 
(and prior to publication date) 

Fr. Roman Misiewicz – Remembered by Fr. Jason and Natalie Soltysiak 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Godfather – Honored by Jacob Noah Elijah Stankowski 

Barney Lach, Father – Honored by Cashmira Lach 

Very Rev. Fryderyk S. Banas, Pastor – Honored by Lee Ann Pellegrini 

Rev. Bruce M. Sleczkowski, Pastor – Honored by Marian Sleczkowski 

Rev. Mr. Raymond Lagesse, Father – Remembered by Rev. Bruce and Marian Sleczkowski 

Max T. Sleczkowski, Father – Remembered by Rev. Bruce and Marian Sleczkowski 

Fr. Raymond Drada, Pastor – Honored by Sophie Szydlowski 

Frances Loss – Honored by Mr. and Mrs. David Petrosky 

Very Rev. Zbigniew R. Dawid, Pastor – Honored by Holy Mother of Sorrows, P.N.C.C., Dupont, PA 
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72nd Y.M.S. of R. Bowling Tournament  
Wallington, NJ 

Women’s Singles and 

Women’s Singles, Spojnia Division 

1st Place – 704 –Beverly Basinski 

2nd Place – 675 – Cindy Paczynski 

3rd Place – 664 – Kathy Chockley 

 

Women’s Doubles 

1st Place – 1241 – Beverly Basinski & Janice McJury 

2nd Place – 1213 – Chris Bilinski & Cindy Paczynski 

3rd Place – 1193 – Lauren Bilinski & Sara Ploskonka 

 

Women’s Doubles, Spojnia Division 

1st Place – 1241 – Beverly Basinski & Janice McJury 

2nd Place – 1213 – Chris Bilinski & Cindy Paczynski 

 

Women’s Teams 

1st Place – 3032 - The Strikers 

Beverly Basinski 

Cathy Bilinski 

Chris Giczkowski 

Janice McJury 

Cindy Paczynski 
 

2nd Place – 2914 - Holy Cross Handicappers 
 

3rd Place – 2661 - The Troublemakers 

 

Women’s High Game 

201 – Cindy Paczynski 

181 – Beverly Basinski 

180 – Sue Sniezek 

 

Women’s All Events 

1967 – Cindy Paczynski 

1965 – Beverly Basinski 

1924 – Kathy Chockley 

 

Men’s Singles 

1st Place – 667 – Bishop Stanley Bilinski 

2nd Place – 664 – Nick Kazinetz 

3rd Place – 632 – John Sniezek 

 

Men’s Singles, Spojnia Division 

1st Place – Bishop Stanley Bilinski 

2nd Place – John Sniezek 

3rd Place – Greg Filipowicz 

 

Men’s Teams 

1st Place – 3043 – Incredibowls 

Artie Golembeski, Jr. 

Troy Petrillo 

Andy Ross 

Joe Ross, Jr. 

Mindy Ross 
 

2nd Place – Detroit Demolition 
 

3rd Place - Pinterest 

 

Men’s High Game 

290 – Artie Golembeski, Jr. & Joe Ross 

 

Men’s All Events 

1st Place – 1993 – Greg Filipowicz 

2nd Place – 1963 – Bishop Stanley Bilinski 

3rd Place – 1925 – Nick Kazinetz 

 

Open Doubles 

1st Place – 1350 – Greg Filipowicz & Dwight Berend 

2nd Place – 1293 – Susan Sniezek & John Sniezek 

3rd Place – 1250 – Bishop John Mack and Bishop 

Stanley Bilinski 

 

Open Doubles, Spojnia Division 

1st Place - John Sniezek & Susan Sniezek 

2nd Place – Bishop Stanley Bilinski & Bishop John Mack 

 
Many Thanks to Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik and the parishioners of Transfiguration of Our Lord Parish in 

Wallington, NJ for graciously hosting the 72nd Y.M.S. of R. Bowling Tournament on May 19 – 21, 2017. 

Information from Y.M.S. of R. Facebook Page 
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Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 

Spring Activities and Celebrations at Holy Family Parish 

McKeesport, PA 

Fr. Sleczkowski and Fr. Mazurkiewicz Bless Palms Annual Palm Sunday Breakfast 

Annual Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt Pisanki (Easter Egg) Decorating 

Holy Saturday Easter Basket Blessing Beginning of Easter Procession at the Tomb 

(Continued on Page 22.) 
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(Spring at Holy Family Parish - Continued from Page 21.) 

Chopin Choir “Paint & Sip” Organ Fundraiser Annual Youth Association Spring Flea Market 

First Holy Communion of Samantha Zaucha and Mason Jobes 

Fr. Sleczkowski and Irene Jugan Administer the Oath of Office 

to newly-elected Branch 132 Executive Board 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Mr. & Mrs. Joel & Chelsea Parknavy, April 22, 2017 
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Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Eileen Kustra’s 50th Anniversary 

May 7, 2017 

Graduates with Fr. Sleczkowski: Kelsey Davidson, Masters in 

Music Education; Tyler Brakeall, McKeesport H.S.; 

Abbey Foster, Avonsworth H.S. 

SOCL Attendance Award Recipients and SOCL Faculty (far right photo) with Fr. Sleczkowski 

Jack Foster, Mason Jobes, Marian Sleczkowski, Cathy Trumpe, John Trumpe, Daniel Piesik, Henrietta Kleckner, Jean Crouch, Roasalie 

Clark; Holly & Samantha Zaucha; SOCL Teachers David Kost, Alexa Foster, Rosemary Pociask, Deanna Nemec, Kristen Korenoski 

Memorial Day 2017 

Fr. Sleczkowski Celebrates Mass; Jack Lazar Plays “Taps”; Mass Attendees 

Submitted by Rev. Bruce Sleczkowski 
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Memorial Day 2017 

Transfiguration of our Lord Parish, Mount Pleasant, PA 

The Very Rev. Robert Pleczkowski addressed the 

2017 Memorial Day Program during Mt. Pleasant, 

PA’s annual celebration. 

Fr. Senior Robert is a Colonel in the U.S. Army and 

heads the U.S. Army Chaplain Corp based out of the 

Pentagon.  Fr. Senior also celebrates Holy Mass on 

the 3rd Saturday of the month in Transfiguration of 

our Lord Parish.   Pictured below are the many mem-

bers of the parish who attended and supported Fr. 

Senior Bob. 
Submitted by Rev. Bruce Sleczkowski 
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Central Diocese 

The parish Y.M.S. of R. cleaned up our parish cemetery on Saturday, May 6, 2017. Special thanks to the fol-

lowing members for their time and dedication: Paul Kaspriskie Jr., Atty. Andrew Shumlas, Angelo Conforti 

Jr., Joseph Azaravich, Paul Kazinetz Jr., Nick Kazinetz and Al Micka. 

May Activities at Holy Mother of Sorrow Parish 

Dupont, PA 

The ANS Society of Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish in Dupont, Pa  held a Spring fundraiser LuLaRoe Bingo 

on the 13th of May 2017. Special thanks to the volunteers: Julie Slezak, Carol Bondurich and Alex Dubeck.   

A Mother's Day celebration was held at Holy Mother of Sorrows, Polish National Catholic Church, Dupont, 

PA following Holy Eucharist offered for God's blessing upon all mothers. Special thanks to our parish Y.M.S. 

of R. for preparing, cooking and serving a delicious complimentary breakfast and sponsoring many great door 

prizes for mothers. Y.M.S. of R. breakfast volunteers: Paul Kaspriskie Jr., Al Micka, Paul Kazinetz Jr., Nick 

Kazinetz, Atty. Andrew Shumlas, Anthony Shumlas, Walter Shumlas Jr., David Fritz Jr., Gary Bondurich, 

Stanley Knick Jr., Paul Kazinetz III and Jan Cwikla. Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

(Continued on Page 26.) 
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On May 21, 2017, Holy Mother of Sorrows Polish 

National Catholic Church, Dupont, PA, donated 

$5,000.00 to Dupont Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment toward the purchase of equipment for Engine 2.  

For years, Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish has played 

a very important part in the Dupont community. Our 

parish has helped to sponsor the following projects: 

town Christmas decorations, millennium borough 

clock, recreation park bench, to name a few.  

On Sunday, May 21, 2017, Ms. Leslie Shumlas 

was awarded with a college scholarship from Ho-

ly Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA for her 

exemplary church attendance and involvement in 

parish activities. Congratulations to Leslie! 

Pictured below, Leslie Shumlas, Very Rev. Zbigniew 

Dawid, Paul Kaspriskie Jr., Rose Kazinetz 
Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

(May Activities at HMS Parish - Continued from Page 25.) 
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Honoring Our Veterans at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish 

Dupont, PA 

On Sunday, May 28, 2017, a Memorial Day Service - 

"Honor our Veterans" - was held at Holy Mother of 

Sorrows Parish in front of the Veterans Monument. 

We honored our parish’s veterans who served in 

World Wars I & II, The Korean War, Vietnam, the 

Gulf, Iraq and Afghanistan Wars.  

The names of all who served in the U.S. Armed Forc-

es were read aloud. The service also consisted of pat-

riotic hymns, poems and prayers. Special thanks to 

the Greater Pittston AMVETS for the presentation of 

arms with gun salute. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 
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First Holy Communion 

Holy Cross Church, Woodland Park, NJ 

On Sunday, May 21, 2017, Holy Cross Church, 

Woodland Park, NJ, joyfully witnessed the celebra-

tion of First Holy Communion. We congratulate Die-

go, Justin, Jazlyn, Arianna, Jhyanna and two adults -  

Kandri and Stefanie - who received Holy Eucharist 

for the first time. 

During the Mass, the children and two adults partici-

pated in the liturgy by reading the Prayers of the 

Faithful and bringing to the altar the offertory gifts of 

bread and wine. 

We thank Mary Vitaletti for helping Fr. Joseph in 

providing First Holy Communion classes for the chil-

dren. We thank the parents for their help and support 

as well as for sponsoring the beautiful flowers for this 

special occasion. We thank the organist, lector, altar 

servers, greeters and ushers who served  at the Mass 

and everyone who attended the liturgy on this special 

Sunday. 

In the Holy Eucharist, Jesus Christ is really present 

under the forms of bread and wine. He gives us him-

self as a food for our souls. The bread and wine be-

comes the Body and Blood of our Lord during the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass when the priest or bishop 

says the words of consecration which Jesus used dur-

ing the Last Supper: This is My Body… This is My 

Blood. 
Submitted by Rev. Joseph Cyman 
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Eastern Diocese 

First Holy Communion 

Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 was a glorious day at Blessed 

Trinity Parish as 8 of our parish youth received their 

First Holy Communion. As they received the pres-

ence of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in the Ho-

ly Eucharist, may they faithfully receive and follow 

Christ throughout their lives. 

God bless Gaby, Dylan, Zack, Amanda, Emmy, 

Chris, Scott and Stella. We pray that they remember 

that Jesus will never leave them - He loves them - 

follow Him and they will never go astray. 

Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr. 
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110th Anniversary of St. Joseph’s of Stratford Parish 

Stratford, CT 

In a long and successful history that has spanned well 

over a century, St. Joseph's of Stratford National 

Catholic Church has celebrated its share of anniver-

saries. But right now, it is the 110th that has to be 

standing out for many of its members. 

On Saturday, April 29 2017, more than 100 parish-

ioners and guests participated in a Mass and program 

commemorating one century plus one decade. 

Perhaps there are more traditional milestones to cele-

brate, but for the St. Joseph's Parish community and 

their honored guests, this anniversary was as special 

as any of the past. It was a perfect opportunity to 

look back while celebrating a true parish rejuvenation 

that included a complete remodel of the church inte-

rior. 

The church pastor, Fr. Michal Gitner, now in his sev-

enth year at St. Joseph's, explained the significance 

of combining this anniversary with the unveiling of 

the beautiful new church. 

“We feel blessed to rededicate the refurbished church 

for the greater glory of God, but more importantly, it 

is about the rededication of the faith community of St 

Joseph’s to Jesus and the Gospel values. Only then 

does the 110th  anniversary celebration makes 

sense.”  

The late-afternoon Mass was celebrated by The Most 

Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, the Prime Bishop and spir-

itual head of the Polish National Catholic Church 

headquartered in Scranton, Pa. The Right Rev. Paul 

Sobiechowski from Manchester, N.H., bishop of the 

Eastern Diocese, assisted along with several other 

clergy. 

Among the honored guests in attendance was the 

Rev. Meg Williams of the Congregational Church in 

Stratford who played the organ for the Mass, and 

Pastor Woodrow and co-Pastor Deborah Vereen of 

the Mercy Tabernacle Church in Stratford. The Mer-

cy Tabernacle community has utilized the St. Jo-

seph's complex since 2013 and a very special bond 

has developed over the years between the predomi-

nantly white Catholic parish and the heavily African-

American Pentecostal congregation. 

There were a number of Mercy Tabernacle members 

in attendance on Saturday and, in a very special per-

formance, their choir led all those in attendance with 

an uplifting selection of spiritual music in the 30 

minutes leading up to the Mass. 

 “It is quite a story that Catholics and Pentecostals are 

able come together, respect each others’ differences, 

and yet worship in unison. That’s coming out of the 

bubble at its best and looking for what we have in 

common.” 

Following the Mass, parishioners and guests moved 

to the church hall for a banquet and program that em-

phasized the commitment of so many generations to 

the parish. Speakers also talked about how the 

church, at one time predominantly made up of Polish 

immigrants, has evolved into a multi-ethnic denomi-

nation that caters to all. 

Speakers Jean Macionus and anniversary chairperson 

Dee Smith, both longtime members, spoke of how 

parents and grandparents passed down so many won-

derful traditions to children and grandchildren. 

St. Joseph's parish was founded in 1907 in Bridge-

port, where it existed in two locations until making 

the move to Stratford in 1987. The church and ad-

joining complex were constructed on property previ-

ously purchased to be used as the cemetery. 

Submitted by Jeff Smith 
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Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski and Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky 

are presented bread and salt by Ed Slonina and Nancy Sirois. 

Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky celebrates Mass. 

Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky delivers his homily during Mass. 

Very Rev. Fryderyk S. Banas, Rev. Henry Smolinski, Most 

Rev. Anthony Mikovsky and Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski 

Photos on this page by Pat Slonina 
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(Sermon Outlines - Continued from Page 6.) 

The titles in the Seasonal Sermons section: Sermon 

for the New Year; On the Love of Jesus Christ: Ser-

mon During a Lenten Service; May Sermon I; The 

Second Sunday of May: On the Cross; Lesson on the 

Second Sunday of May: On the Purpose of Life; The 

Third Sunday of May: On the most important duties-

knowing God; The First Teaching During the May 

Service; On the Love of One’s Neighbor: The Feast 

of Brotherly Love; The Christian Family; For All 

Saints; Address on the Eve of All Souls Day; and At 

the End of the Year.  

The collection in this volume were from the estate of 

Father Maria Czerny, donated by his widow Sophie 

to the Bishop Hodur Biography Commission of the 

Central Diocese of the Polish National Catholic 

Church in 1975. 
Joseph Francis Seliga 

Chairman, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

As a Catholic Church we are a Sacramental Church 

where sacramental signs and symbols are very im-

portant. Among these are Holy Oils, which are not 

only signs of the Holy Sacraments but are also intrin-

sically Holy because they are consecrated by our 

Bishops during the Holy Mass of Chrism. The Holy 

Oils are used at key moments in the sacramental life 

of the Church: baptism, confirmation, ordination and 

anointing of the sick; and also in the very important 

ceremonies such as Church dedications, altar conse-

crations and consecration of some liturgical vessels. 

That is why the ambry is such a welcome addition to 

our worship space. Having the Holy Oils visible 

helps remind us of these sacred moments and of the 

parish’s link with her Bishop. 

In the beginning of this year it was decided that the 

beautiful crystal Holy Oils vessels and other para-

ments would be donated in memory of Wallace J. 

Forman. It would not have been fair to keep the Holy 

Oils hidden in some place in the sacristy, so I decided 

to make an ambry for our Church. The ambry is made 

mostly of oak with a Plexiglas door and windows. 

Also it is designed with a light top and a glass bottom 

so that the light would shine on the Oils. The ambry 

is donated by Fr. Adam and Danuta Czarnecki in 

memory of their father, Witold Czarnecki, who 

passed away August 10, 2014. On Maundy Thursday, 

April 13, 2017, the ambry was blessed just before the 

reception of the Holy Oils which had been consecrat-

ed on Holy Tuesday by our Bishop Paul during the 

Holy Mass of Chrism. 
By Rev. Adam Czarnecki 

The Ambry at St. Valentine’s Parish 

Northampton, MA 
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The Polish Exile from the November Uprising 1830-1831 

By Fred. S. Zimnoch 

On April 24th, a marvelous spring day, a group of 

people interested in Polish and Polish-American his-

tory gathered at the Bridge Street Cemetery in North-

ampton to remember the life of August Antoni 

Malczewski vel Jakubowski, a young Polish noble-

man who died on this date 180 years ago at the 

young age of 21. 

He was the natural son of the romantic poet Antoni 

Malczewski, famous for the narrative poem Maria 

(1825). He left his studies at the gymnasium at 

Krzemieniec (Kremenets) in the Ukraine to join a 

group of revolutionaries in Warsaw in 1831. After 

the failed revolution in this Russian gubernia, the 

leaders, along with August, were exiled to New 

York. 

The exiles were met in New York City by an enthusi-

astic crowd who welcomed them as heroes, or what 

we would call, freedom fighters. The young August 

was taken into the home of Reverend William Buell 

Sprague. While there he learned English and wrote a 

book entitled The Remembrances of a Polish Exile. 

Then he learned that his uncle, General Konstanty 

Malczewski, was fighting for Mexican independence. 

He journeyed there hoping to stay with his uncle; but 

he was rebuffed. He returned to the United States 

where he began teaching French at Miss Dwight’s 

Seminary for Young Ladies in Northampton, MA. 

Probably suffering from tuberculosis of the spine, he 

died a short time later. Being penniless he was buried 

in a pauper’s grave, marked by a fine gravestone pur-

chased by his students. 

His book, The Remembrances of a Polish Exile, is in 

the Hampshire Room at our local library (EJ21.A 

1990). A brief description of his life and literary 

work  is titled August Antoni Jakubowski - poeta roz-

paczy. Życie i twórczość by Ewa Modzelewska is also 

there (EJ21.M721.2015). 

John F. Skibiski, David Kraft, Stephanie Kraft, Helen Curtin, Fred S. Zimnoch (President of the Polish Genealogical Society of 

Massachusetts), Fr. Adam Czarnecki (Pastor of St. Valentine’s P.N.C.C.), Robert Gibowicz (President of the Polish Heritage 

Committee), Tessie Gibowicz, Linda Golash, Steven Connor (Director of Veteran’s Services), and 

David Narkewicz (Mayor of Northampton). 
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Polish Constitution Day Observance 

St.Valentine’s Parish, Northampton, MA 

Northampton’s Polish Heritage Committee in con-

junction with St. Valentine’s Church observed Polish 

Constitution Day on Wednesday May 3rd at 6:30 p.m. 

in the parish hall with a film screening of “Europe’s 

First Constitution” by Prof. Richard Butterwick-

Pawlikowski*. Northampton and its neighboring 

communities were invited to attend this free event. 

Approximately thirty individuals attended. After the 

film presentation light refreshments were served. 

Following is a little about the holiday… 

The holiday celebrates the anniversary of the adop-

tion of a Constitution for reform in 1791 to avert fur-

ther foreign intervention and improve governing in-

ternal issues ensuring conditions for future reforms. 

Free elections, the first in Europe, and the elimina-

tion of the paralyzing liberum veto were parts of the 

document. 

Alarmed by its loss to neighbors Austria, Prussia, and 

Russia who simultaneously annexed territories in 

1772, Poland adopted a unique Constitution, second 

only to that of America, and was the first in Europe 

allowing for freedoms and benefits which became 

threatening to the autocratic ruling royalty of Europe 

as they were witnessing rebellions and revolutions in 

Russia 1773, America in 1775, France and Nether-

lands in 1789. A second annexation took place in 

1793 followed by a heroic 1794 Polish insurrection 

led by Gen. Tadeusz Kosciuszko which failed and 

lead to the third annexation in 1795. Poland, a centu-

ries old nation, now vanished from the map of Eu-

rope until reborn after World War I, some 119 years 

later. 

*Short bio of Professor Richard Butterwick-

Pawlikowski 

Professor Butterwick-Pawlikowski took up the Euro-

pean Civilization Chair on 1 August 2014. In his 

teaching and supervision at the College he aims to 

facilitate students’ understanding of the history and 

civilization of all of Europe (east, west, north, south 

and centre). He acted as Director of Studies for the 

European Interdisciplinary Studies programme in the 

summer of 2015. 

Richard studied History at the University of Cam-

bridge where he graduated with first-class honours in 

1989. Following a year at the Jagiellonian University 

in Kraków, he moved to the University of Oxford to 

study for his doctorate, which he was awarded in 

1994. He then held a postdoctoral fellowship at Ox-

ford, before becoming Lecturer in Modern European 

History at the Queen’s University of Belfast in 1997. 

In 2005 he moved to the School of Slavonic and East 

European Studies at University College London, 

where in 2013 he became Professor of Polish-

Lithuanian History. He is on leave from UCL in 2014

-17, enabling him to hold the European Civilization 

Chair at Natolin. In 2016 he was awarded the degree 

of habilitated doctor by the Tadeusz Manteuffel His-

tory Institute of the Polish Academy of Sciences, 

with which he has long cooperated. 
By Krysia Newman 
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Poetka, pisarka, eseistka, redaktor, wykładowca 

języka polskiego i literatury polskiej, doktor filologii 

słowiańskiej. Urodziła się 10 marca 1942 roku w 

osadzie Katta Taldyk w Kirgistanie (były ZSRR). W 

1946 r. jej rodzice wrócili do Polski i rodzina 

osiedliła się w Szczecinie. W latach 1960-65 Anna 

Frajlich studiowała filologię polską na Uniwersytecie 

Warszawskim. W wyniku antysemickich wydarzeń z 

marca 1968 r. wyjechała z Polski do Stanów 

Zjednoczonych. Pracowała jako nauczyciel języka 

polskiego na Uniwersytecie Stanu Nowy Jork w 

Stony Brook i Uniwersytecie Columbia w Nowym 

Jorku. Obroniła swą rozprawę doktorską na 

Wydziale Słowiańskim Uniwersytetu w Nowym 

Jorku w 1990 roku. W latach 1977-81 pracowała w 

polskiej sekcji Radia Wolna Europa.  

Jej poezja, artykuły i eseje zostały opublikowane w 

różnych czasopismach w Polsce ("Rzeczpospolita", 

"Tygodnik Powszechny", "Akcent", "Migotania", 

"eleWator", "Kwartalnik Artystyczny"), Stanach 

Zjednoczonych ("Tygodnik Nowojorski", "Przegląd 

Polski") i Europie ("Kultura" Paryska i 

"Wiadomości" Londyńskie).  

Anna Frajlich otrzymała nagrodę literacką Fundacji 

Kościelskich w Szwajcarii, Nagrodę Literacką 

Fundacji W. i N. Turzanskich, oraz Nagrodę 

Związku Pisarzy Polskich na Obczyźnie. Otrzymała 

także Krzyż Kawalerski Orderu Zasługi oraz tytuł 

honorowego ambasadora miasta Szczecina.  

Frajlich jest autorem 12 tomów poezji, jednego 

zbioru krótkich opowiadań prozatorskich i jednego 

zbioru esejów. Dwa z jej tomów poetyckich są 

dwujęzyczne: polsko-angielski ("Pomiędzy Świtem a 

Wiatrem: wybrane wiersze") i polsko-francuski 

("Znów szuka mnie wiatr"). 

Poet, writer, essayist, editor, lecturer of Polish lan-

guage and literature, Slavic Philology Ph.D. Born on 

the 10th of March 1942 in the settlement of Katta 

Taldyk in Kyrgyzstan (the former USSR). In 1946 

her parents came back to Poland and the family set-

tled in Szczecin. In 1960-65 Anna Frajlich studied 

Polish Philology at the University of Warsaw. As a 

result of anti-Semitic events of March 1968 she left 

Poland and moved to the United States. She worked 

as Polish language teacher at the State University of 

New York at Stony Brook and Columbia University 

in New York. She defended her Ph.D. dissertation in 

the Slavic Department of the New York University in 

1990. In 1977-81 she worked for the Polish section 

of Radio Free Europe.  

Her poetry, articles and essays have been published 

in various journals in Poland (“Rzeczpospolita”, 

“Tygodnik Powszechny”, “Akcent”, “Migotania”, 

“eleWator”, “Kwartalnik Artystyczny”), the United 

States (“Tygodnik Nowojorski”, “Przegląd Polski”), 

and Europe (Paris “Kultura” and London 

“Wiadomości”).  

Anna Frajlich has been awarded with a Koscielski 

Foundation of Switzerland literary prize, a Literary 

Prize from W. & N. Turzanski Foundation and a Lit-

erary Prize of Union of Polish Writers in Exile. She 

has also received the Knight Cross of the Order of 

Merit and a title of honorary Ambassador of town of 

Szczecin.  

Frajlich is an author of 12 books of poetry, one col-

lection of short prose stories and one collection of 

essays. Two of her poetry volumes are bilingual: 

Polish-English (“Between Dawn and the Wind: Se-

lected Poetry”) and Polish-French (“Le vent, à nou-

veau me cherche”).  

Anna Frajlich 
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Z jakiego portu płyną do jakiego 
Navigare necesse est, vivere non est necesse 

 

Wszystko jest karą 

za to że myślałam 

ze już dotarłam 

słońce przez mgłę się przebija 

co rano a wieczorem 

barki na rzece liczę 

w innym kraju 
 

lecz dwie są rzeki 

i nie można zliczyć 

łodzi co płyną 

i nie można wiedzieć 

z jakiego portu 

płyną do jakiego. 

Z natury 
 

Widzę 

jak jedząc z ręki 

jedzą także rękę 

a wszystko w imię sprawy 

która jest ważniejsza 

od reki i jedzenia 

tak głoszą i zbierają 

ziarenka 

co wypadły z rozgryzionych palców 

i chrząstki oblizują. 

I nawet się w salonach 

czasem spotykamy 

o kwestiach rozprawiamy 

bez kwestionowania 

kwestii ludożerców. 

Kraj utracony 
Steni i Tadeuszowi Filusom 

 

Z niejednego wygnani kraju 

za Jakuba grzech i Abrahama 

prarodzice moi 

i rodzice 

do dziś dnia się błąkamy. 
 

Pierwszy wiersz słyszałam na Uralu 

- „Powrót taty” – 

tata mnie uczył 

powróciliśmy 

odjechali 

i nikt już z nas nie powróci. 
 

A w snach wraca 

słupek i wzgórek 

i odwieczne: „Ja do lasu muszę” 

dobry zbójco 

ja jeszcze teraz 

wciąż o twoją 

From Which Harbor to Which 
Navigare necesse est, vivere non est necesse* 

 

Everything is punishment 

for having thought 

I had already arrived 

the sun pierces the fog 

every morning and in the evening 

I count the barges on the river 

in a different land 
 

but there are two rivers 

and one cannot count 

the sailing boats 

and one cannot know 

from which harbor to which 

they are sailing. 

From Nature  
 

I see 

how eating out of a hand 

they eat the hand as well 

all this to advance the cause 

which is more important 

than the hand and the eating 

so they claim and collect 

grains 

which fell out of the gnashed fingers 

and they lick the bones. 

We even meet sometimes 

At high social functions 

And various questions we discussed 

Without questioning 

The question of cannibalism. 

The Lost Land 
to Stenia and Tadeusz Filus 

 

Driven out of many a land 

for Jacob’s and Abraham’s sin 

my forefathers 

my parents and I 

to this day we are wandering. 
 

My first poem I heard in the Ural Mountains 

- “Daddy’s Return”* - 

taught to me by my Dad 

we returned 
left again 

now none of us will ever go back. 
 

Yet in my dreams does return 

the hill and the shrine 

and the eternal “I belong in the woods”  

oh, good robber 

to this very day 

for your soul 

I still pray. 
All transl. by Regina Grol-Prokopczyk  
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Western Diocese 

Holy Cross Parish Easter Basket Raffle 

Hamtramck, MI 

Holy Cross Parish Mission Committee, Hamtramck, 

MI, held an Easter basket raffle on April 2, 2017.  

Proceeds went to support the Hamtramck United So-

cial Services (HUSS) scholarship fund.  We had 25 

baskets for boys, girls and adults. 

The HUSS is comprised of area social service agen-

cies with the purpose of sharing and giving coordi-

nated direction to social services in Hamtramck.  

HUSS meets monthly with an all-volunteer commit-

tee.  Their yearly project is to raise money and give 

scholarships to Hamtramck High school student sen-

iors who apply, get good grades, and volunteer in 

community service. 

Holy Cross Mission Committee raised $300 toward 

the scholarships.  This year two students qualified 

and will be getting scholarships from the HUSS com-

mittee.  Holy Cross Parish participates on the HUSS 

committee promoting our monthly soup kitchen sup-

porting our Hamtramck community. 
Submitted by Kathy Chockley 

Holy Cross pastor Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak and parishioners with Easter baskets.  

Holy Cross parishioner, Kathy Chockley, center, presents donation to HUSS president and members.  
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The registration form and a list of what to bring also can be found online at: 

http://www.pncc.org/?event=western-diocese-youth-gathering-2017 
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in Church?  Do you know a man within your parish 

who is always of service when called upon, or is es-

pecially active in a parish Bible study?  If this is the 

case, first pray, but also make mention of what you 

see in that person to them and also to your parish 

pastor.  In this way our concerted effort of prayer can 

spread and also that gentleman may begin to consid-

er more seriously a Sacred Vocation. 

Likewise the Church must also be a place where Sa-

cred Vocations are talked about in a positive and joy-

ous way.  When we are speaking to our sons or to 

other young men within our circle of friends within 

the parish, do we even consider a Sacred Vocation as 

a viable option?  Do we remark of the importance 

that a priest or deacon has had within each of our 

lives or within the lives of our families?  Do we talk 

about the respect that the Church and each family has 

for these men who have answered the call to a Sa-

cred Vocation and given their lives in service? 

In all of these ways we must remind ourselves that 

we need to be committed ‘for’ Sacred Vocations. 

Every member of the Church must realize that in a 

very strong way, the future life of the Church lies in 

their hands.  We must be committed for Sacred Vo-

cations because we are committed to the celebration 

of the Eucharist where we meet the Lord Jesus and 

are united to Him and each other.  We must be com-

mitted for priests and deacons who will extend to 

each of us and the entire Church the love and mercy 

of Jesus Christ Who desires to be with every member 

of the Church.  We must be committed for Sacred 

Vocations because it is through them that we can ful-

ly participate in the worship of Almighty God and 

that we can receive the Lord Jesus Who is active and 

present in our lives.   

In this Year of Commitment, let each of us make sure 

that Sacred Vocations are a priority of this commit-

ment.  Let us all realize the vital importance of the 

bishops, priests and deacons within our Holy Church 

and within each of our lives; and in response let us 

pray to the Master of the Harvest to send laborers into 

the Lord’s vineyard, but let us also realize that each 

of us are a part of the fulfillment of this prayer.  In 

addressing this prayer to the Lord to call men to serve 

in His kingdom, let us recognize that it is also our 

commitment, our prayer and our actions for Sacred 

Vocations that will help to answer this prayer. 

I wish all of my brother bishops, my brother priests 

and deacons a joyous Father’s Day and pray that they 

will all continue to be kept within the love of God 

and in the protective care of the members of the 

Church. 

(Committed for Sacred Vocations - Continued from Page 3.) 
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