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Financial Commitment and Stewardship 
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

National Catholics say to me quite strongly, ‘we 

don’t talk about money from the pulpit.’  As I have 

thought about this more and more I don’t think we 

can exclude any one part of our daily life from the 

concerns of our Catholic faith.  Again, if we are 

called to give our commitment to Christ and His 

Church, then every part of our life must share in this 

commitment. 

In fact if we think about it, throughout the pages of 

Scripture, Jesus spoke an awful lot about money.  He 

spoke about its use and misuse; He spoke about the 

place that it holds within our daily life and also about 

how we use our wealth through giving.  Within the 

sixth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew alone we hear 

Jesus say: “So whenever you give alms, do not sound 

a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the syn-

agogues and in the streets, so that they may be 

praised by others.  Truly I tell you, they have re-

ceived their reward.  But when you give alms, do not 

let your left hand know what your right hand is do-

ing, so that your alms may be done in secret, and 

your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you.” (Matthew 6:2-4)  We see in this passage that 

the giving of alms should not be some kind of out of 

the ordinary event, but rather just a part of everything 

that you do.  Jesus tells us that money or wealth does 

not hold a special place, but rather we must use it to 

accomplish God’s work. 

Again in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Do not 

store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust consume and where thieves break in 

and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and 

where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be 
(Continued on Page 3.) 

As this year of 2017 has been designated by the 

Church as the Year of Commitment, it is appropriate 

that we examine all parts of our life since the com-

mitment that our Lord Jesus Christ calls us to is a 

total commitment and not one that is only limited to a 

single part of our life.  Our commitment to Jesus 

Christ and His Holy Church must be one that entails 

our entire self.  We must commit ourselves to a life 

of prayer and worship of Almighty God.  We must 

commit our time to help and serve our brothers and 

sisters who are in need.  And in this same way we 

must commit ourselves to sacrifice to help support 

the good work of the Church as a witness in the 

world today. 

In this way we must speak about financial commit-

ment and our stewardship of the things of the world 

to be used as tools to help accomplish the building up 

of the kingdom of God.  It has been somewhat of a 

tradition in the past not to speak extensively about 

the financial aspects of the Church.  In fact when I 

was a younger priest, I had even heard some Polish 
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also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)  This last line is of particu-

lar importance because we can look at it in two sepa-

rate ways, both of which are true.  First we can ask, 

what truly do we treasure?  In another way, what are 

the most important things within our lives?  In saying 

“there your heart will be also.”  This reminds us then 

that this will be the focus of our attention and our ef-

fort and even our love.  So we must be careful con-

cerning the focus of our attention and effort and love.  

Are they placed in things, or wealth, or any other 

thing which, in the end, will gain nothing for us?  Or 

are they placed in the person of Jesus Christ and His 

Holy Church which brings salvation and the kingdom 

of God?   

We can also look at this saying in a slightly different 

way.  It also tells us that what we think is important 

in life, it is there that we will put our treasure to good 

use.  It is particularly here that we need to consider 

our financial commitment to Jesus Christ and His Ho-

ly Church.  In order to see things in this way, we can 

look at one very concrete example.  Before I came to 

seminary, I was a graduate student in mathematics 

living in Philadelphia.  As you can imagine, I didn’t 

make a lot of money (I was usually only teaching a 

few recitation sections for the undergraduate classes) 

and Philadelphia was an expensive city to live in.  

Because of this I lived in an apartment that was not 

too great and spent a large number of my meals eat-

ing Ramen Noodles.  (At the time you could buy as 

many as 20 packets for a $1.00 when they were on 

sale.)  All in all we can say this was not the healthiest 

way to live. 

But of course it’s a little different now that I’m older 

(and wiser, hopefully).  I have come to value my 

health and therefore I am willing to spend some mon-

ey to support and preserve it.  I try to eat tasty and 

healthful food and likewise I spend money on medi-

cations and doctors, which also help to support my 

health.  All in all, I value and cherish it, so it’s worth 

spending the money.  In the same way as we get older 

we also desire to live in areas and conditions that are 

a bit nicer.  Again we value comfort and safety and 

therefore we are willing to use our funds to contribute 

and support this important aspect. 

And if we are willing to do this for ourselves, how 

much more so when others are a part of the equation?  

When we consider caring for our spouse and espe-

cially our children, do we not do all that we can to 

give them the best health, education, comfort and en-

vironment that we can?  Of course we do; because 

(Financial Commitment and Stewardship - Continued from Page 1.) our love for our spouse and our children is not just an 

emotion that is to be felt within our hearts, but it is 

also the place where we apply our treasure. 

But now we need to look at our religious and spiritual 

life as well.  Through our baptism we have become a 

member of the Church, a part of the great Christian 

family that has God as our Father and where we are 

all brothers and sisters of Christ.   If we are true to 

this reality of being a member of the great Christian 

family, then should we not also apply our treasure to 

allow our parish church to be spiritually healthy, and 

a place of great spiritual and religious education, and 

a worship and spiritual home that is comfortable and 

uplifting?  Of course we should; and it is for this rea-

son that we must realize that we must return a portion 

of our accumulated treasure to Almighty God, for it 

was through His blessing that we were first able to 

receive it. 

In this regard I encourage all to examine a pamphlet 

which was sent to all of the parishes of the Church 

entitled “Christian Stewardship in the Polish National 

Catholic Church.”  It speaks about ways in which we 

can use our treasure, as well as our talents to support 

the work and ministry of Jesus Christ through our 

Holy Church.  It encourages each of us to reflect on 

the support of our spiritual home in the same way 

that we look at our physical residence.   

This pamphlet also reminds us that wealth is to be 

treated differently by a Christian, because we follow 

Jesus Christ.  If we follow the ways of the world in a 

fruitless search for wealth, we cannot add even one 

more day to the span of our life.  Again we must re-

member the word of our Lord concerning wealth 

from the sixth chapter of Matthew: “No one can serve 

two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 

love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise 

the other.  You cannot serve God and 

wealth.” (Matthew 6:24) 

So God must be first and foremost in our lives.  And 

one of the ways we help to accomplish this is by us-

ing our treasure, as well as our time and talent, in the 

support of building up His kingdom and participating 

in His worship with your parish church.  Again our 

Lord tells us in the Gospel of Matthew: “But strive 

first for the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you as 

well.” (Matthew 6:33) 

My dear brothers and sisters, let us love the Lord 

above all else, and let us be committed to His work in 

the world by the building up of His kingdom within 

our parish church community. 

http://pncc.org/
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Bishop Francis Hodur 

Most Rev. John F. Swantek, Prime Bishop Emeritus 

On February 16th, the Church remembers that day 

when Prime Bishop Francis Hodur ended his pilgrim-

age in this world and entered into the peace of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. On this day Masses and prayers 

are said in a number of parishes for him. There are 

very few in the Church today who actually knew him 

personally. Most of us have come to know the bishop 

by what he wrote or by what others wrote about him. 

In this article I will address his accomplishments in 

liturgy, his views on human rights, discipleship and 

ecumenism and church unity. In an article of this 

length, however, I will not be able to discuss these 

subjects in great detail. 

LITURGY 

Liturgy is the worship of the people, and very early 

in the beginning of the Church, Bishop Hodur urged 

that the language of the people be used in the cele-

bration of Mass, the administering of the Sacraments 

and para-liturgical services, as was the practice in the 

Early Church. We know that in the early 1900s, Fa-

ther Hodur celebrated a Mass in Polish on Christmas 

Day in St. Stanislaus Church. This does not mean 

that Latin was no longer used in celebrating Mass. It 

was the beginning of what was yet to come. Chang-

ing the language of the liturgy was not as easy as 

some may think. The organizers of the Church were 

accustomed to the Latin liturgy, and some may have 

even believed that there was something sacred about 

the use of Latin in the Church services. Even in 1919, 

the Church was still printing a Mass handbook for 

the clergy in which the preparatory prayers and other 

parts of the Mass were printed in Polish and Latin. 

When I was in the seminary in the middle 1950s 

there were still a few parishes which celebrated Mass 

in Latin. Eventually the language of the people be-

came the norm; in the beginning Polish, Lithuanian 

and Slovak; later they were replaced by English. The 

Second Vatican Council of the Roman Catholic 

Church (1963-1966) approved of the use of the lan-

guage of the people in the celebrating of Mass and 

the administering of the Sacraments. 

In early days of our Church, the faithful went to pri-

vate confession as they did when they were in the Ro-

man Catholic Church. Private confession, however, 

was not always the practice in the Church. A form of 

private confession began in the Irish Church in about 

the 6th Century. This was called Tariff Penance. Af-

ter confessing his sins, the penitent would have to 

perform his penance before receiving reconciliation. 

Before this a rigid form of penance, called Canonical 

Penance, was the way for reconciliation for those 

who committed grave sins, such as murder, apostasy 

and adultery. Unfortunately it could only be received 

once. It first appeared in about the 2nd Century. In 

Spain there was a penitential service called Indul-

gentia, in which hundreds of faithful would assemble 

on Good Friday. After a number of prayers, readings 

from Scripture and a homily, the bishop would ad-

minister a prayer of reconciliation to all who were 

present. There were no private confessions. 

Being aware of the penitential means of reconcilia-

tion in the early Church, our Church in 1921 added 

another form of the Sacrament of Penance for the 

faithful, consisting of prayers, Scripture readings, 

homilies, examination of conscience, an act of contri-

tion and the giving of penance followed by absolu-

tion. The Second Vatican Council also added a peni-

tential rite in which the faithful would receive absolu-

tion without going to private confession. However, 

there were conditions which one would have to ful-

fill. 

When the second Polish Missal was printed in 1932, 

a second set of readings, Epistle and Gospel, were 

added to the traditional Sunday readings. It was not 
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until the 1960s that a three-year cycle of Sunday 

readings was introduced in many Christian Churches, 

including our Church. 

In the 1930s, Bishop Hodur introduced an ancient 

practice of having an altar of sacrifice on which Mass 

would be said facing the faithful. In reintroducing 

this ancient practice, the celebrant also said part of 

the Mass facing the altar, but the Canon was read fac-

ing the congregation. I do not know exactly how long 

this form of Mass was celebrated in Scranton, nor do 

I know why it was discontinued. When I entered the 

seminary in the 1950s, the Mass was said facing the 

altar, and the altar of sacrifice which was used was 

stored in the auditorium of the Cathedral. It was not 

until the 1970s that the Prime Bishop and the Liturgi-

cal Commission advocated that Mass be said at an 

altar of sacrifice facing the congregation. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

In the Declaration of Independence, the Fathers of 

our country included the following: “We hold these 

truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

When the Polish immigrants and those from other 

countries came to this country many years ago, they 

were not always accepted, treated with kindness, dig-

nity and respect. The immigrant was often the victim 

of prejudice and injustice. When a number of Polish 

Roman Catholics in Buffalo, NY in the 1890s pro-

tested about their concerns in their parish, The Cath-

olic Union Times, the diocesan newspaper, printed an 

article entitled “The Semi Savage Poles Again.” This 

shows how some thought of the Polish people. 

Bishop Hodur observed how the Polish immigrant 

was treated, and when he wrote the Confession of 

Faith, he included the following articles: 

9. I believe that all people as children of one Father, 

God, are equal in themselves; that privileges arising 

from differences in rank, from the possession of im-

mense riches or from differences of faith, sex and 

race, are a great wrong, for they are a violation of the 

rights of man which he possesses by his nature and 

the dignity of his divine origin, and are a barrier to 

the purposeful development of man. 

10. I believe that all people have an equal right to 

life, happiness and those ways and means which lead 

to the preservation of existence , to advancement and 

salvation, but I also believe that all people have sa-

cred obligations toward God, themselves, their na-

tion, state and all of human society. 

Unfortunately, there are many in our country and 

throughout the world who still are deprived of those 

“unalienable rights” mentioned in the Declaration of 

Independence and in the Confession of Faith of our 

Church. It is our hope and prayer that in the near fu-

ture all people throughout the world will be accorded 

these rights. 

DISCIPLESHIP 

Bishop Hodur always taught that Polish National 

Catholics were to be faithful followers of Christ. 

They were to practice their faith by attending Mass 

on Sundays and Holy Days of obligation. They are to 

receive the Sacraments frequently and follow the 

teachings of Jesus closely. The First Commandment 

of the Church states: “To hear Mass and the Word of 

God on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.” In 

the Confession of Faith, the bishop reminds us of our 

discipleship. 

7. I believe that the Church of Christ is the true 

teacher of both individual man as well as of all hu-

man society, that it is a steward of Divine Graces, a 

guide and a light in man’s temporal pilgrimage to 

God and salvation; in so far as the followers and 

members of this Church, both lay and clerical, are 

united with the Divine Founder through faith and life 

proceeding from this faith. 

8. I believe that every true Christian should take an 

active and vital part in the spiritual life of the 

Church, through the hearing of the Word of God, 

through the receiving of the Holy Sacraments, 

through fulfilling the law and regulations established 

by Christ and His Apostles, as defined and given by 

the Church. 

In a sermon preached to a Confirmation class in 

1914, Bishop Hodur said to these young members of 

the Church: “Conform your lives to the holy life of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ, your divine model, walk in 

the footsteps of the Apostles and the primitive Chris-

tians in the path of virtue and you will obtain the 

cross of immortality promised to those who have 

fought the good fight of the Lord to the end.” In an 

address to the faithful at a synod in Poland in 1928, 

(Continued on Page 6.) 
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A Gift of Love 

As many of you throughout the P.N.C.C. know, the Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski, Diocesan Bishop 

of the Western Diocese has been waiting for some time for a kidney transplant.  Through the 

pages of God’s Field we ask for your continued prayers for Bishop Stanley as he awaits this 

procedure.  We also wish to find those who may be interested in giving the selfless gift of 

serving as a transplant donor in this case.  After much prayer, if you are interested in helping 

Bishop Stanley, please reach out to him at (847) 698-0578 to discuss this matter. 

(Bishop Francis Hodur - Continued from Page 5.) 

the bishop said: “The Christian is the second Christ. 

The Christian, not only the priest, is the ‘altar 

Christus’. The Christ among us should not be found 

only in a wooden or bronze tabernacle but in every 

soul and heart.” 

There is little doubt that the bishop’s wish was for all 

members of our Church to know Christ, follow His 

teachings and live the faith into which we were bap-

tized. 

ECUMENISM - CHURCH UNITY 

Bishop Hodur, the clergy and the lay members of this 

state of the Church, realized that Christian Churches 

should not be isolated or separated from each other. 

A communication was sent to the Episcopal Church 

in 1910 suggesting that a dialogue be initiated with 

the goal of “entering into friendly relations with the 

American Episcopal Church. The proposal was gra-

ciously accepted by the convention and a committee 

of three Episcopal bishops was established to confer 

with Bishop Hodur of the Polish Old Catholic 

Church on the establishment of Christian fellowship 

and intercommunion between the two communions.” 

The matter, however, was never followed up by the 

next convention of the Episcopal Church. 

The Church did not remain isolated from the Chris-

tian world. It became a member of he World Council 

of Churches and the National Council of Churches in 

1946. In the same ear, following the example of the 

Churches of the Union of Utrecht, the Polish National 

Catholic Church entered into intercommunion with 

the Episcopal Church in this country and the Angli-

can Church of Canada. This intercommunion lasted 

until 1978. 

When Bishop Hodur composed the Confession of 

Faith in 1913, it was a very difficult time for the 

members of our Church. Nonetheless, he wrote the 

following in Article 6 of the Confession of Faith of 

our Church. I believe in the need of uniting all fol-

lowers of Christ’s religion into one body of God’s 

Church, and that the Church of Christ, Apostolic and 

Universal, is the representation of this Divine com-

munity of mankind, which the Savior proclaimed for 

the realization of which all noble minded people la-

bored, are still laboring, and for which the soul of 

man yearns, desiring truth, light, love, justice and 

consolation in God. 

From the time when Father Hodur was consecrated a 

bishop by three Old Catholic Bishops from the Neth-

erlands in 1907, the Polish National Catholic Church 

became a member of the Old Catholic Union of 

Utrecht and he became a member of the International 

Bishops Conference. The Union was composed of 

Churches from the Netherlands, Germany, Switzer-

land, Austria, Poland, the United States, Canada and 

other European Countries. It was based on the faith 

and constitution of the undivided Church of the first 

millennium. Our Church remained a member of the 

Union of Utrecht during the bishop’s lifetime. 
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The Solemnity of the Institution of the Polish National Catholic Church 

The Solemnity of the Institution of the Polish National Catholic Church will be celebrated throughout the 

Polish National Catholic Church this year on Sunday, March 12, 2017.  Through a discernment process at the 

General Synod in 2014, the delegates asked for a better understanding of the unique Solemnities of the Polish 

National Catholic Church.   

For this celebration the Polish National Catholic Church will be hosting an online presentation on the history 

of the P.N.C.C. and the life of Bishop Franciszek Hodur during the week before the actual celebration.  Infor-

mation regarding this presentation will be received through the Future Direction emails.  If you are not receiv-

ing these emails, please send an email to FutureDirection@pncc.org saying you would like to be added to the 

list of recipients. 

In conjunction with the online presentation and also in celebration of the Solemnity of the Institution of the 

P.N.C.C. on Sunday, March 12, 2017, the P.N.C.C. is offering to the parishes a full color brochure describing 

the Solemnity of the Institution and sharing some information on this unique feast of the Polish National Cath-

olic Church.  This is a perfect point of information to include in welcome packets or to have in bulletin racks. 

25 brochures: $8.50 

50 brochures: $15.00 

75 brochures: $21.50 

100 brochures: $27.50 

(All prices include shipping costs.) 

Checks, payable to P.N.C.C. Book Department, should be sent to: 

P.N.C.C. Book Department 

National Church Center 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Order forms are available online at: 

http://www.pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/solemnities_brochures_order_form.pdf 

We hope that all parishes will help to spread the awareness of this important Solemnity of the Polish National 

Catholic Church by watching the presentation and sharing this information on the Institution of the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church. 

http://pncc.org/
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From the National Youth Chaplain 

Rt. Rev. Stanley Bilinski 

My task today is to write about some megatrends in 

youth culture that are happening now. (This will be 

the first in a series of lectures I attended at the 2016 

NYWC).  Most trends are changing - and changing 

fast. So much so that I have a friend (who teaches 

middle school English in Connecticut (God bless 

her)) and she was doing standardized testing when 

one of her students came up and pointed to an item 

on the test sheet and asked her, “What is hashtag 2 

pencil?” You have to chuckle a bit to realize how  

culture is quickly changing. 

My purpose is to have our youth leaders, and espe-

cially our parents, understand some trends that are 

going on in their kids’ lives. I’ve had some parents 

come to me and say, “We know we’re supposed to 

lead Christian lives and to bring our kids into that 

knowledge as well, but we need to do it within their 

world. So we need to know what’s going on with 

them to effectively bring our Christian values and 

morals to their lives.” Also I hear, “To help us bring 

Jesus into every area of their life, we don’t know 

every area of their life.” 

I can tell you that, over the years, I have been blessed 

to be in this position of national youth chaplain, I 

probably now know less of the youth culture than I 

did in my first five years, because today the world is 

changing so fast, as you all know. I would like to 

turn us back to the years I was in youth group, 1960 

to 1968; however, I know I can’t do that. Human be-

ings are human beings and broken since Genesis 3:6 

and the evidence of this comes out in our culture in 

many different ways.   

So with this article I’d like to peel back the layers of 

the onion and go deeper into some of the trends that 

are evident today in the lives of our youth. Some of 

these trends are misshaping souls. I don’t want to 

demonize our culture, but it is certainly something 

we have to recognize. And you know your youth, 

and with your help they can navigate through these 

areas of life. These trends that I would look at with 

you today are trends that present challenges to our 

youth, keeping them from living their life to the glory 

of God. Our youth demand our attention as youth 

workers and parents, and they are asking and  de-

manding a deliberate response. These trends that I 

shall present are not exhaustive, but some of the ones 

that I quickly identify for a purpose with this article. 

I chose some to identify because we live within them 

ourselves and although we may feel uncomfortable 

with this discussion, it’s not necessarily me pushing 

on you; I believe it’s the gospel pushing on all of us 

to be helpful to our youth. 

We want to promote spiritual formation; we want our 

kids to come to Christ and live their lives to His glo-

ry, right? 

Romans 12:1 – 2: I appeal to you therefore, brothers 

and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be con-

formed to this world, but be transformed by the re-

newing of your minds, so that you may discern what 

is the will of God — what is good and acceptable and 

perfect. 

Let me say first that some of us have considered 

“worship” as when we get together and sing. Howev-

er, and I’m sure we realize, that worship is a 24/7 

proposition. This is a message we need to convey to 

our youth - that they need to worship God in every 

nook and cranny, in every corner of their life. 

We, as parents and youth workers, must take each 

morning the word of God in one hand and a newspa-

per in the other. We need to look at culture as the 

soup our kids swim in, and we need to lift up the lid 

of the pot every day to see how that soup is changed; 

one or two ingredients that happen to pop in again 

affect our youth in different ways. And if we don’t 

take a look at it daily, the reasons that are affecting 

the way they are will go undetected. Most kids have 

a world today that gets them out of bed and gets them 

into life once they leave the bed. What we need to do 

as youth ministers is to give them a biblical world 
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view to see things as they should be. That’s why our 

School of Christian Living curriculum is so im-

portant. We go back to creation, we study what God 

gave us; we study what happened in the Garden of 

Eden. We reinforce in our Christian education the 

time that we became broken and how we continue to 

be broken in our culture today. As we are familiar 

with the term catechization, our kids are being cate-

chized by the soup they are swimming in more by 

Kim Kardashian and Kanye West.  And that would-

n’t be bad if both these folks were marinating them-

selves in the soup of the gospel in leading Christ like 

lives. Certainly culture is not all that bad; we cele-

brate the good points of our culture with our youth, 

but should not be afraid to point out what is bad. 

This is not unlike what Paul did in Acts, chapter 17, 

when he got to Athens to see that the city was full of 

idols. And instead of running away, he closed his 

mouth, opened his eyes, opened his ears trying to 

learn as much as possible; to see how this was map-

ping life and a mirror back to his how they were be-

ing shaped and guided. Then when he opened his 

mouth, he was able to speak the gospel in terms they 

were able to understand. Therefore we have to pre-

sent the Zeitgeist.  In other words, present the spirit 

of culture in an attempt to understand the spirit of the 

age. 

One thing we need to realize is a term sociologists 

like to turn: age compression. In other words, the 

things that culture was throwing at us when we were 

17 or 18 are now hitting our kids around when 

they’re 7 or 8. Really then, in essence, those of you 

that are working with middle schoolers, high school-

ers and even college students need to go back and 

talk to the preschool teachers and the preschool par-

ents about some of the things that their youth, their 

students, their kids are experiencing. 

We also must remember that the two main tasks of 

the age group that we work with are 1) identity – 

Who am I? and 2) - creating a worldview – What do I 

believe? We talk a lot about identity these days. I 

look back over my time in this position and we cer-

tainly didn’t talk as deeply about identity back then 

as we do today. And “What do I believe?” is difficult 

for us because they are open and available to every 

idea and every concept in the entire universe today, 

mostly through that 15 in.² piece of glass carried with 

them every moment of their waking hours. These 

developmental stages of adolescence are very vulner-

able to the pressures of the culture we currently live 

in. 

I would like to suggest to you a music video by 

Moby that would set the stage for what we are going 

to discuss below.  (I’ll give a moment for you to 

watch the video   https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=5Og42ldefVc.)  (It’s worth the three minutes.) 

To look at these trends, put the face of one member 

of your youth group, one who you are totally con-

cerned about, care about, would like to be helpful to. 

The first trend is this – “there’s too much me.”  If 

you were to pick up a few magazines that your youth 

are reading or a few magazines that your adults are 

reading, take a look at the ads; these are perceptions 

of a worldview. These not only catechize our kids, 

but also our adults as well.  We really start these with 

our kids at a young age – the Prince and Princess 

concepts that we allow our children to use their im-

aginations with. And we, as parents, want to lift up 

our youth and give them a good self-image, but it’s 

this incessant narcissism that is evident in the adver-

tisement culture that tends to pull and destroy. At the 

core, here is the practice of idolatry which we have 

been fighting against ever since Genesis 3:6.  God 

made everything, everything was good; it was man 

who rebelled saying, “I know better than God.”  The 

core of these narcissistic tendencies is the me and all 

things must happen to glorify the me. Don’t we have 

somewhere in our teaching words of Jesus that exact-

ly say love God, love neighbor and love me? Don’t 

we have somewhere in our catechism of our Holy 

Church that our purpose is to glorify God?  Paul, in 2 

Timothy, the last letter he wrote before his execu-

tion, tells us that in the last days (the time of his writ-

ing until now) people will become lovers of self as 

opposed to lovers of God.  All those things that he 

asks us to avoid are things come from the loving of 

oneself.  Jesus said, “Come, follow me” not “follow 

yourself.” 
(Continued on Page 10.) 
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(From the National Youth Chaplain - Continued from Page 9.) 

Three ways we see “too much me” in our culture: 

Emerging narcissism – the moral to the mythology is 

that until you die to yourself no great love can come 

to you.  Sounds a little bit like we read it in Scrip-

tures.  Marketing has made this the most narcissistic 

society in recent history.  We see this in our youth, in 

that all major decisions are done through them and 

all major decisions will have their basis in that type 

of self-image.  “I’m above the rules,” “I make my 

own rules” are some of the comments we hear.  This 

has led to a decline in civility and the rise we see in 

bullying.  Objectivization is a byproduct of this.   

Expressive individualism – this is where a person’s 

highest loyalty is to himself or herself. Try bringing 

some ads from magazines that market this particular 

concept and ask your students “Is this something that 

we can celebrate in the kingdom of God, or some-

thing we should guard ourselves against?”  It’s not so 

much to “love God and love neighbor” as it is to 

“love yourself.” This, my friends, is idolatry.  If we 

believe that our ideas are the final arbiter of truth, 

then we will never get truth.  If we allow this to 

grow, that as adults, parents, and youth workers we 

will begin to jettison everything that is significant to 

our faith.  The 2017 Toyota Corolla commercial with 

the soundtrack “you don’t own me” is a great exam-

ple of how marketing is pushing this expressive indi-

vidualism. 

Fluid identity – for the Christian, one whose life has 

been transformed by Jesus Christ, the only identity 

that we can ascribe to is in Him.  All behavior, then, 

flows from this.  The Zeitgeist tells us that fluid iden-

tity comes from whatever is good for me at the mo-

ment; and that, for many people, changes daily.  Oz 

Guinness writes, “People are always becoming, but 

they never become anything for long.”   

Here’s what we need to know – to suppress excessive 

narcissism we need to teach what Jesus says, “that if 

anyone would want to come after me, you must deny 

yourself.” This is the basic understanding, the core 

statement, of what the Christian faith is. The strong-

est way for the church, for parents, for youth work-

ers, to teach this is to humbly immerse ourselves in 

God’s word and to teach by word and example how 

Jesus Christ transforms us in our daily life. If you 

were to take a look at Psalm 119 and you know how 

it’s broken up into separate sections; if you were to 

read the last verse in each section, it would give you a 

framework about what we’ve been discussing. The 

Psalmist got it right. 

The second trend is this – “there’s too much media.” 

The general way that our kids are catechized in this 

culture is through their screens.  On average, our 

teenagers, 13 to 18 years old, outside of homework 

and research, are in front of their screens 8 hours dur-

ing the day. Our “tweens,” 8 to 12 years old, spend an 

average of 6 hours. There is no parent, nor adult, nor 

youth worker, who spends even half of that time in 

meaningful conversation with a young person per 

day. My point is we do spend quality time with our 

kids but we need to be aware that we have to use that 

time to teach them. 

The loss of community – technology is a great gift 

from God, only if we use it effectively. Marshall 

McLuhan once wrote, “We shape our tools, then our 

tools shape us.” The tools that we thought would con-

nect us have now created an atmosphere of discon-

nection.  Everyone can be everywhere through a 

smartphone.  My question to you is how will you 

manage technology in your ministry?  It’s not to get 

rid of your phone, but you can use your phone to 

deepen a relationship with the One Divine.  One of 

the ways to work on this is that, when you get togeth-

er with your youth group, have them put away their 

phones. There are two camps that form around this: 

one where it has worked and it was amazing, and the 

other where they won’t do it because they’re afraid of 

mass hysteria breaking out in their youth group.  

“The middle school girls will kill me.”  Here’s our 

teaching – what were our kids made for? To be in a 

relationship with Jesus Christ and do so in communi-

ty.  I’ll bet if you were to try it, your kids would have 

an “ah, ha” moment, and they would love it.   

The loss of self – what social media has done is to 

create this culture where they create alternative iden-

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark


 

Website of the P.N.C.C.:  pncc.org  Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page:  PNCC1 

 Volume 95, Issue No. 2 11 

tities.  Instead of creating identity in Christ they are 

navigating through social media to fabricate an iden-

tity that is going to be accepted.  “Likes” is the social 

capital of adolescent youth.  Many of your kids talk 

about “building their brand”; and if they’re not talk-

ing about it they’re actively participating in building 

their brand.  They become marketers of self rather 

than professing the Christ.  This is a cycle of futility 

if their identity is not centered in Jesus Christ.  Using 

the current trend of the “selfie” you will see the pres-

sures of the culture upon our youth: 

for our boys the identity is on physicality; for our 

girls the content is sexuality 

for our boys what is pushed is a hyper masculinity; 

for our girls it is a hyper sexuality 

for our boys it is a posture of dominance; for our 

girls submissiveness 

for our boys the command is to “send nudes”; for our 

girls is to offer the supply 

As an exercise in your youth group, Google 

“celebrities without makeup.”  It may not defuse all 

of this, but it is a good start.   

The third trend is this – “too much living in the mo-

ment.” We have had a lot of life mottos that have 

pervaded our culture and if we start to live by them 

we see where their destructiveness leads us. “Carpe 

diem,” “YOLO,” “just do it,” “now is the only time I 

know.”  Developmentally our kids asked the question 

“What will this do for me now?” rather than “How 

will this affect me for the rest of my life?”.  Do you 

know what the word of the year was for 2016, as de-

termined by Oxford dictionary?– “post-truth.”  What 

this means is that the decision making is based on 

emotions rather than facts. 

Have you ever taken a moment to read Titus 2? It 

says there: ”For the grace of God has appeared, 

bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce im-

piety and worldly passions, [that is the past] and in 

the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly [this is the present],  while we 

wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. [this 

is the future] He it is who gave himself for us that he 

might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for him-

self a people of his own who are zealous for good 

deeds.”  (parenthetical quotes mine) 

Teach your kids good decision-making is based on 

the Scriptures: 

teaching the importance of history: look at the bibli-

cal story and you invite your kids to live in the histo-

ry of their parents and of you. 

Teaching them that “Before I make this decision I’m 

going to stop and think”. “I’m going to pause and 

look at Scripture.”  Teach your kids that for every 

decision they make they’re choosing sides – either 

they will give glory to God or they will give glory to 

themselves. 

Teach them that the decisions we make in the now 

have future consequences.  The best way you can 

love your kids and stay in relationship with them is to 

tell them the truth; do not be afraid of this. 

The fourth trend is this – “too much us” Here’s a lit-

tle history lesson for you: the word teenager didn’t 

appear until 1941 and it appeared in an article in 

“Popular Science”. After the war was over and the 

troops came home there was a surprising baby-boom, 

but also an arise in economic growth. Marketers saw 

this and said “We have to tap into this”. Marketers, at 

this time, would no longer market to human beings, 

but would market to human beings with age segmen-

tation.  This began a generational segmentation that 

destroyed our culture.  The plethora of channels both 

network and cable that are available to us is because 

of this age segmentation.  The problem with this is 

that it defines differences and not commonalities. We 

do not see ourselves as a common humanity but 

groups, who, at times, cannot get along. (Reference 

our postelection culture).  Every time we use the 

word “all” and tack on a people group we have done 

an injustice. 

“Children’s church” and “youth church” that is done 

at the same time or in place of “big church” divides 

the body of Christ and waters down the wisdom that 

(Continued on Page 12.) 
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is available to us.  The wisdom in life experience that 

is available in our elder brothers and sisters is not 

available to our youth and we’re depleting their own 

life experience.  And, you’re ripping off the adults by 

not giving them the experience of youth in the vitali-

ty and passion they exhibit.  If this is a practice, then 

you’re ripping up what God intended to be together.  

Here’s the remedy to this – intergenerationalize eve-

rything.  Most of our parishes have congregations 

that are small in number, hallelujah! Here is where 

this intergenerational activity can be well done. 

The fifth trend is this – “too much pressure” We 

know this. Recently stated, one in 7 Americans 

struggle with some addiction. Depression in adoles-

cents is on the rise.  What are some of the pressures 

to push back on; and this needs to come from the top 

down: 

Academic pressure – some of the kids in our parishes 

are caving under this.  There are some parents who, 

although understanding that there can be only one 

valedictorian in the graduating class, are upset when 

their son or daughter is the salutatorian.  If you ever 

talk to students that are experiencing this pressure, 

it’s heartbreaking.   

Athletic pressure – most kids quit school athletics by 

the age of 13 because their parents are screaming at 

them to constantly succeed.  If we’re talking about 

our Christian faith integrated into our life, why don’t 

we ever talk about integrating our Christian faith in 

our play?  One of the recent experiences we’ve had 

in the Cathedral Parish is networking with North-

western University athletics. We went to a football 

game last fall; Northwestern lost to Western Michi-

gan (who actually went on to win 15 games last sea-

son). Following the game, we assembled in the gym 

to meet some of the players who are part of the 

Christian Athletic Association. The very first ques-

tion that came to the players was this “are you mad 

that you lost?” And the answer came back, “in the 

large picture, in our relationship with Christ, it’s just 

a game.” 

(From the National Youth Chaplain - Continued from Page 11.) 
Appearance pressure – overeating is off the charts.  It 

affects the way our guys look and the way our girls 

want guys to look at them. 

David Elkind wrote a book back in the 1980s entitled 

All Grown Up and Nowhere to Go, saying what we 

give our kids is a premature adulthood; and we push, 

and we push, and we push; the pressure upon them is 

great.  The cover of “Time” magazine the day before 

the election last November had a picture of an adoles-

cent girl with the caption “anxiety, depression and the 

modern adolescent”.  The election didn’t even make 

the cover! For “Time”, the discussion of this topic 

was more important than the election. 

I’ll leave you with this last point: we believe that Je-

sus took our sin to the cross. Imagine also that Jesus 

took to the cross the social ills and culture sins that 

we have discussed. And they’re left there. Overall we 

must teach our kids that relationships trump every-

thing.  If you’re wondering how you are able to stand 

up against these things or if you’re helping your par-

ents of your kids stand up against these things, know 

that with the Holy Spirit you are never powerless. 

Above all enter into relationships with your young 

people; but don’t, don’t enter in unless you’re pursu-

ing a relationship with Jesus yourself and to go deep 

into the revelation of God we have for us in the 

Scriptures. And, being faithfully obedient and in a 

relationship with Jesus, point your kids to the cross. 

May I pray for you – “Lord, for these my brother 

clergy and brothers and sisters who take on this im-

portant ministry in our holy church, stand with them 

and strengthen them so they may stand against all 

that is evil in the world. May they see how their 

Youth are affected or maybe in ways that they cannot 

see or even imagine, that you would give them wis-

dom, single-minded devotion, to first and foremost 

develop a relationship with You, to develop an obedi-

ence to your will and your way and to then enter into 

kid’s lives and invite them to do the same.  Bless 

them and in the name of Jesus, I pray this. Amen.”  

Bishop Stan Bilinski / bpbilinski@sbcglobal.net / 

westerndiocesepncc@gmail.com 
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Honoring Blessed Mary 

“Her children arise and call Her blessed.” - Prv. 31 

Rev. John A. Sielchan 

In the Christian Catholic Church, two months of the 

year (May and October (Rosary Month)), and a few 

single days (for instance, Annunciation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary in March) are dedicated to hon-

or Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 

Most of the noble characters and fine leaders of his-

tory, both men and women, have had good, God-

fearing mothers. Mary, Mother of Jesus, however, 

“full of grace,” surpasses all of them. Christians of 

many nations have honored Mary from the beginning 

of Christianity. Christ honored her first by taking His 

flesh from her body, living with her for 30 years and 

by taking solace in her presence at his Crucifixion. 

Mary was revered in the catacombs in the early days 

of persecution by those who were about to be put to 

death. They painted and carved her pictures on the 

walls of the underground cemeteries. Many books, 

hymns and poems were written about her by the cler-

gy and lay people from the beginning of Christianity. 

We Catholics honor Blessed Mary because God hon-

ored her first and because God wants her to be hon-

ored. Our honoring or veneration of Mary takes away 

nothing from the honor and veneration we give to 

God per the first Commandment. We do not worship 

her. We do not honor her as a god or goddess. We 

honor her as the Mother of Jesus and an intercessor 

on our behalf. We honor Mary because of the privi-

leges she received from our God. 

She was and is the inspiration of the grand cathe-

drals, like Notre Dame in France, and the many 

churches and shrines: Lourdes (France), Fatima 

(Portugal), Guadalupe (Mexico), Immaculate Con-

ception (Washington, DC), Czestochowa (Poland) 

and many more. 

From Christ to every modern man today, Mary has 

been an inspiration and help. Inspirations for many of 

the great artists and painters. Now, can there be any 

doubt about her power and willingness to help, like 

saving the author of this article, from certain death? 

She has truly been, and is today, the mother of the 

afflicted and the comforter of those in sorrow. Today 

in this troubled world we need her more than ever. 

Christ gave her to us from the cross. She watches, not 

only over those who are faithful and believe in her 

Son, but also those who wander away from Christ. 

We do not put Mary above God, but the correct way 

to honor her is the way of Christ, Who loved her and 

wanted us to honor her because she is our mother, 

too. 
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Twentieth Anniversary of the Polish National Union 

This is the fourth article about the content of Polish 

National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.) Anniversary 

Books. The book, the Thirty-third Anniversary Book 

of the Polish National Catholic Church, is different in 

that it is more than a dual commemorative book; it 

includes the following sections: the 33rd Anniversary 

of the P.N.C.C., the 20th Anniversary of the Polish 

National Union (PNU), the Resurrection Society, 

P.N.C.C. parishes in Poland, biographical sketches of 

famous men, a 1930 calendar, and advertisements. 

The 484 pages cover the P.N.C.C. in the United 

States and Canada and are described in the previous 

article in God’s Field. This article describes the final 

122 pages which are comprised of 75 pages about the 

PNU, 23 pages on the Resurrection Society, 47 pages 

about 4 parishes in Poland, 21 pages about 9 famous 

individuals (seven of whom were Polish), 14 pages 

for a 1930 calendar and 28 pages of advertisements 

for 162 companies. 

The historic information about the PNU covers the 

national offices and its 11 branches during the organ-

ization’s 20th year. This section opens with a 52-page 

Historical Sketch [Szkic Historyczny] by Ksiądz 

Bronisław Krupski. Included are: a description of the 

first Sejm; what was accomplished during the Sejm, 

its importance to the organization and a map showing 

the growth of the PNU from 1908 to 1928. The dis-

cussion of the second Sejm, held in Bayonne, NJ, 

begins with the opening message of President Józef 

Kowalski. Descriptions of the third Sejm in Plym-

outh, PA, and the fourth Sejm in Passaic, NJ, follow. 

A montage of the officers of the PNU for the years 

1915-1917 is shown on page 502. There is a short 

article on the participation by the PNU in the inaugu-

ration of President Wilson. This is followed by an 

article about the PNU during World War One. A 

photograph of the dedication of Spojnia Farm shows: 

the flag of Boy Scout Troop 88, the president of 

Spojnia, W. Kosiorek, the president of St. Stanislaus, 

Bishop and Martyr, Parish, W. Pron, and Spojnia 

controller, J. Slagowski. Another photograph at the 

dedication of Spojnia Farm shows Prime Bishop F. 

Hodur, other clergy and the dedication committee. 

Yet another is a photograph of Prime Bishop F. 

Hodur speaking during the dedication. The article 

following is a discussion on the resolution of the fifth 

parliament and other important moments. The crowd 

of people at the dedication on July 4, 1929, is shown 

in another photograph. The discussion continues with 

the 3-year period between the Scranton, PA, and the 

Buffalo, NY, Sejms. A vote was taken to adopt an 

extraordinary tax to raise money. The Sejms at 

Cleveland, OH, and Brooklyn, NY, were also dis-

cussed. The amounts of money in each of the insur-

ance categories are listed. Also listed are the quanti-

ties of policies by type. The photographs included 

are: Spojnia building, the printery, printing press, of-

ficers of Spojnia in 1929 at headquarters, the execu-

tive committee, the office employees, editorial, ad-

ministration and printing workers, the administrative 

staff and the 1929 universal exhibition in Poznan, 

Poland with Bishop-Elect Jasinski.  

The article on the United Resurrection Society 

(Zmartwychwstanie) organization was next. It in-

cluded the city names for the 11 branches and articles 

on each of the branches. All but one was in Pennsyl-

vania. Those in Pennsylvania include: Carnegie, 

Dickson City, Dupont, Duryea, Frackville, McAdoo, 

Philadelphia, Scranton and Shenandoah. The other 

branch was in Rochester, NY. The included photo-

graphs are: the Central Committee, officers and 

members of every branch except Philadelphia and 

Carnegie. 

The section on the churches in Poland begins with a 

short history of Heart of Jesus Parish in Zamość and 

includes three photographs: Bishop-Elect W. Faron, 

the church building and the first communion class. 

The second article is about the Resurrection of Our 

Lord Parish in Bydgoszcz; it includes: a drawing of 

the church, photographs of the parish committee, a 
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parish group during a visit of Bishop Jasinski, mem-

bers of the Defenders of the Church, Resurrection 

Society members, and Friends of the Working Fami-

ly. The third article is about the parish in Grudziadz; 

it has three photographs: Ks. Aleksy Hajduk, the par-

ish committee and the parish relief society. The par-

ish is not named in the article. The fourth article is 

about the parish in Żyrardowie, with photographs of 

the pastor and parish committee. Also included is a 

photograph of the Croatian Old Catholic Church in 

Stenjevec. This article also includes photographs of: 

the delegates and the pre-synodal committee to the 

Krakow Synod, the clergy and management of the 

seminary in Krakow, and Bishop Jasiniski.  

The next section includes articles about Adam Mic-

kiewicz, Juliusz Słowacki, Zygmunt Krasinski, 

Ksiądz Jan Hus, Piotr Waldo, Stanisław Staszic, 

Ksiądz Hugo Kołłątaj, Ksiądz Hieronim Sawonarola, 

and Gabryel Narutowicz. Following these are two 

articles; the first is titled “Important Moments Na-

tional Holidays Church” and the second is titled 

“November Uprising.”  

The next 14 pages are a calendar for 1930 which lists 

the saint to be remembered in the daily Mass and the 

liturgical color for each day of the year.   

The last section is comprised of 28 pages of adver-

tisements. The numbers in parentheses are the num-

ber of advertisements. They are from companies in 

the following cities:  Scranton, PA (52), Honesdale, 

PA (1), Shenandoah, PA (2), Frackville, PA (9), Bal-

timore, MD (6), Amsterdam, NY (5), Reading, PA 

(6), Olyphant, PA (2), Dickson City, PA (1), New 

Castle, PA (5), Bridgeport, CT (8), Stratford, CT (2), 

Lowell, MA (15), Dracut, MA (1), Plymouth, PA (7), 

Jersey City, NJ (1), New London, CT (1), Brooklyn, 

NY (1), Fall River, MA (1). These advertisements 

show the companies that supported the P.N.C.C. 

Their support undoubtedly made the book more af-

fordable and more widely available. 

Joseph Francis Seliga 

Chairman, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

 

Annual Meeting Notice 

SAVE THE DATE! Spojnia Credit Union’s Annual Meeting will be held Saturday,  March 18, 2017 at the 

home office located at 1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton.   

This is a great opportunity for you to ask questions, review the past year and take a look at what is planned for 

the upcoming year.  If you are a shareholder, we encourage you to participate in our Annual Meeting.   

This year there are four (4) seats up for re-election.  There are two (2) on the Board of Directors, one (1) on the 

Credit Committee and one (1) on the Supervisory Committee. 

Elected officials are expected to attend scheduled and annual meetings which may be held during regular busi-

ness hours.  Members in good standing of Spojnia Credit Union, age 18 or older, are encouraged to run for an  

office.  Members elected to an office will serve a three-year term.  Nominations are being accepted until March 

17, 2017.  

Interested members should contact one of the Nominating Committee Members.  Those members are: 

Cathy Wudarski (570-654-2117), Carl Cwikla (570-457-0440) and Al Micka. (570– 689-4433). 

Join us Saturday, March 18th at 10:30 am.  A light luncheon will be served following the meeting.   Reserva-

tions may be made by calling 570-344-1513 and will be accepted through March 11, 2017. 

Snow date:  March 25, 2017. 

http://pncc.org/
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Central Diocese 

Parish Gathers for Annual Christmas Celebration 

and Hosts First Community Service Event of 2017 

The P.N.C.C. of Holy Trinity and St. Joseph, Linden, NJ 

On Sunday, January 8th, the Parish Council and 

members of the Adoration Society hosted the annual 

parish Christmas dinner.   The executive chiefs in the 

kitchen were Władysława Kość and Maria Rejterada.   

Parish members donated all food necessary for the 

dinner.  

Following the dinner members of the School of 

Christian Living and the Young Adult Group pre-

sented their annual Christmas Play.   The following 

parish youth participated in the play:  Priscilla Velas-

co, Janzen Velasco, Ryan Steele, Olivia Steele, Justin 

Velasco, Angelina Diaz and Steven Podczerwinski.   

Gloria Pierce is Superintendent of the parish SOCL 

program.  

The cast of the annual Christmas Play gathers among the scenery at the close of the program to sing Joy to the World. 

Gloria Pierce, Superintendent of the parish School of Christian Living program , and Rev. Jan Kość 
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As part of the church’s Year of Commitment and the 

parish’s Future Direction community service pro-

gram, it was decided to again collaborate with the 

Bridges Outreach Organization of Summit, NJ to pre-

pare and distribute Cold Weather Packages for the 

homeless of local communities.     During the Christ-

mas Dinner donations were collected from parish 

members that exceeded the original goal by 50%.    

Members of the Young Adult Group of the parish 

spent the January 21st weekend preparing the pack-

ages for delivery to the homeless.  

Alyssa Harchar Steele, a director of the Parish Coun-

cil, coordinated the purchase, preparation and distri-

bution of the packages for this community service 

project.  

The Young Adult Group was formed following the 

2015 Parish Confirmation.   Its mission is to take the 

light of Jesus into the world.     Members of the 

Young Adult Group include Breanna Steele, Janzen 

Velasco, Jonah Velasco, Justin, Velasco, Olivia 

Steele, Priscilla Velasco, Ryan Steele, Stanley Kanu 

and Steven Podczerwinski. 

Father Jan Kość is Pastor of the National Catholic 

Church of Holy Trinity and St. Joseph.    Kenneth E. 

Matz is Chairman of the Parish Council.  

Submitted by Michael R. Mietlicki 

Priscilla and Jonah Velasco review the Bridges Outreach Cold 

Weather Package program. 

Priscilla Velasco, Janzen Velasco, Stanley Kanu, Justin Velasco, 

members of the Young Adult Group along with Nicole Kanu, 

get ready to deliver Cold Weather Packages to the homeless. 

Breanna and Ryan Steele, members of the Young Adult Group, after packing the Cold Weather Bags. 
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Christmas Eve at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish 

Dupont, PA 

The children and youth of Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA, presented a Nativity Scene during the 

4:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, December 24, 2016. 

The young people did an excellent job depicting the Nativity.  It was a very beautiful and moving program en-

joyed by everyone in attendance. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 
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Sixty Years of Marriage Celebrated 

St. Mary’s Parish, Duryea, PA 

Sixty years ago the Parish Family of St. Mary’s Par-

ish, Duryea, PA, had a joyous year of seeing 4 young 

couples joined in the bonds of Holy Matrimony with-

in weeks and months of each other.  The couples 

were Adam and Marcia Walichiewicz, Frank and 

Kathy Wudarski, Frank and Elinor Semanski and 

John and Jeanette Shelly. 

Sixty years later, two of the 4 couples renewed their 

vows before this same Parish Family. Adam and 

Marcia Walchiewicz renewed their commitment to 

each other on Sunday, January 15th, while on the 

following Sunday, January 22nd, Frank and Kathy 

Wudarski blessed their 60th Anniversary. It was the 

joy of Fr. Carmen Bolock to celebrate these special 

Masses for them. They both had asked for simple 

blessings, but Fr. Carmen felt the occasions needed 

to be marked with a little more. 

On each of the couples’ special Sunday, Fr. Carmen 

called them forward, renewed their vows and present-

ed each with the traditional cross and cane. In his 

homily on each of the Sundays, Fr. Carmen com-

mented that their recommitment to each other took on 

special meaning, as the theme for this year through-

out our Church is commitment. They showed the re-

ality of the meaning of commitment, as their love for 

each other has endured the test of time. As Christ 

committed Himself to the Church which reflected the 

teaching the Church is the bride of Christ. 

Later this year Mr. & Mrs. Semanski and Mr. & Mrs. 

Shelly will be renewing their vows of marriage. We 

at St. Mary’s Parish wish them Sto Lat! 

Submitted by Rev. Carmen Bolock 

Adam and Marcia Walchiewicz with Rev. Bolock Kathy and Frank Wudarski with Rev. Bolock 
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A Scout is Reverent 

St. Mary’s Parish, Duryea, PA 

St. Mary’s Parish in Duryea, PA had the honor on 

Boy Scout Sunday, February 5th, of welcoming the 

scouts and leaders of Troop 285 for the first ever Boy 

Scout Sunday held at the parish. The Troop is spon-

sored by The Reagan-Brennan American Legion Post 

585 of Duryea, PA. Members of St. Mary’s Parish 

family brought in non-perishable food items as well 

as cash donations to help with the Scouting for Food 

Project. The food items and money were donated to 

the Food Pantry at Moosic United Methodist Church, 

Moosic, PA. 

The scouts processed into church and sat in a group. 

Second Class Scout, Adam Lazar, served as Reader 

for the Mass, while other scouts served as greeters. 

Father Carmen G. Bolock, Pastor, has recently taken 

up the position of Scout Master for Troop 285. 

Following Holy Mass the scouts hosted the coffee 

hour with the treats they had brought to share with 

the congregation. The Parish family enjoyed having 

the scouts at Holy Mass and look forward to their 

return next Scout Sunday. 
Submitted by Rev. Carmen Bolock 

Pictured above are the leaders and some of the scouts of Troop 285 with Scout Master Fr. Carmen Bolock: 

Linda Dzieciol, Scout Master Emeritus Bob Dzieciol, Adam Lazar, James Wilk, Scout Master Fr. Carmen, 

Troop Chair Ann Edwards, Assistant Scout Master Dorothy Collins 
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Eastern Diocese 

Christmas Concert 

St. Valentine’s Parish, Northampton, MA 

On Sunday, November 27, 2016, St. Valentine’s Par-

ish held its Annual Christmas Concert featuring 

‘Bella Voce’ - Lisa Woods, Mezzo-Soprano, Teri 

LaFleur, Soprano, Jerry Noble, Pianist and Special 

Guest: Patricia O’Connor, Soprano. 

These talented individuals performed many of the 

Christmas classics, both sacred and secular. It was a 

spectacular event with nearly 100 guests in attend-

ance. The audience was engaged in the singing of 

many of the well-known Christmas Carols as well. 

The spirit of Advent and the coming of Christmas 

filled everyone’s hearts with joy. 

These very gifted individuals will again perform for 

our 2017 Christmas Concert – be sure to watch for 

the announcement! 
Submitted by Krysia Newman Jerry Noble, Lisa Woods, Patricia O’Connor, Teri LaFleur 
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St. Valentine’s Polish National Catholic Church and 

the Polish Heritage Committee of Northampton, 

Massachusetts celebrated the Christmas Season with 

a festival of Polish Carols.  The event was held Janu-

ary 8, 2017 and was hosted by St. Valentine’s Parish, 

Northampton, PA.  

With thirty lead singers and well over two hundred 

guests, the Annual Polskie Kolędy Sing Along fea-

tured twenty-two traditional Polish Christmas Carols 

and Pastoralki. The lead singers were comprised of 

choir members from area churches throughout the 

Pioneer Valley. The organist for the event was Jean 

Gromacki and the choir director was Fran Moro. 

A Festival of Polish Carols 

St. Valentine’s Parish, Northampton, MA 

In addition, the program included a live Nativity 

scene portrayed by Stephen Matusewicz (Joseph), 

Laurie Smarz (Mary), George Smarz, Isaac Scott 

and Francis Martin (3 Kings). Some are students 

from the Polish Language Class and parishioners of 

St. Valentine’s Church. 

Also, special guest musicians were invited to partici-

pate – Jeff and Veronica Rovatti, a brother and sister 

duo from Feeding Hills, MA. Both distinguished mu-

sicians have played with many orchestras throughout 

the northeast performing different genres of music. 

Jeff has been entertaining audiences with his concer-

tina for the past decade and is the leader of the 

Rovatti Polka Band and co-leader Jeff and Joe Polka 

Band. Veronica is a well-known violinist and is the 

lead vocalist of the Rovatti Polka Band. She is also a 

member of the Jeff and Joe Polka Band as well as a 

frequent guest musician with other local Polish 

bands. Both musicians have played for a variety of 

occasions in the local area. 

Rev. Czarnecki opened the event with prayer asking 

God to open our hearts to praise Him and give glory 

by singing the beautiful Polish Carols which are 

about his miraculous birth. During the intermission 

Rev. Czarnecki blessed incense and chalk for distri-

bution to all in attendance. 

Bob Gibowicz, Chairman of the Polish Heritage 

Committee, Northampton, spoke about “Polish 

Christmas Traditions. 

Very Rev. Banas offered a closing prayer and noted 

that the event was beautiful and the carols described 

what Christmas is all about – the birth of Jesus. It 

was very heartwarming to see so many guests in at-

tendance. Many of the guests noted that the concert 

of carols reminded them of many wonderful memo-

ries of years past. The event culminated with a recep-

tion and fellowship in the Church hall. We are all 

looking forward to the 2018 Polskie Kolędy Sing 

Along which will take place January7, 2018. 
Submitted by Krysia Newman 
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God’s Field Subscription Information 

God’s Field annual subscriptions are available to individuals and parishes in hard copy format. The 

subscription rate is $48.00 per year for 12 issues to U.S and $62.00 per year for 12 issues to Canada. This rate 

is based on the cost of printing, mailing supplies and U.S.P.S. First Class Flat Rate (U.S) and International 

First Class Flat Rate (Canada) mailing costs. Single issues of God’s Field are available for purchase from the 

National Church Center for $2.00 each (pickup) or prepaid $4.00 each (shipped within the U.S.) and $5.25 

each (shipped to Canada). These rates will remain in effect until further notice. 

Please note that the gratis online version of God’s Field will continue to be available to everyone on our 

website at pncc.org. 

We do not accept groups of individual parishioner subscriptions from parishes, nor do we accept multi-year 

subscriptions. Individuals are responsible for ordering and pre-paying for their own personal subscriptions  

annually. Prepaid annual gift subscriptions from individuals for another individual are accepted.  

Individuals and parishes who wish to receive an annual hard copy subscription to God’s Field should send a 

check or money order in USD, payable to God’s Field, along with current name and full mailing address. 

Please include zip+4 (U.S.) or postal code (Canada) to ensure delivery of your subscription; if you do not 

include a complete, valid mailing address including zip+4 or postal code we cannot guarantee delivery by the 

Post Office. Only prepaid subscriptions will be mailed, so please send in annual subscription payments prior to 

the end of the subscription year so that your subscription continues to be sent to you.  If your annual 

subscription is not prepaid, you may experience a gap in monthly issues of God’s Field.  Parishes and 

individuals may copy and use the form, below, and send with payment to: 

God’s Field 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Thank you. 

The Staff and Management of God’s Field—Rola Boża 

Renewal or Subscription: (Circle one) 

God’s Field Annual Subscription Form March 2017 - February 2018 

Name: 

Street Address: 

 

City: 

State/Province: 

Postal Code: 
(Zip+4) 

Check No. and Amt: 
$48.00 U.S./ $62.00 Canada 

Return form & payment to: 

God’s Field 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 
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Ryszard Krynicki 

Jeden z najwybitniejszych poetów powojennej 

Polski. Ryszard urodził się 28 czerwca 1943 roku w 

Sankt Valentin w Austrii, gdzie jego rodzice zostali 

wywiezieni do hitlerowskiego obozu pracy. 

W Polsce w latach 60-tych stał się wiodącym 

członkiem grupy "Nowa Fala", do której należeli 

poeci Adam Zagajewski i Stanisław Barańczak. Był 

współredaktorem Zapisu, pierwszego niezależnego 

czasopisma literackiego w PRL publikującego poza 

zasięgiem oficjalnej cenzury. Zadebiutował w 1968 

roku zbiorem Pęd pogoni, pęd ucieczki, a po 

opublikowaniu drugiego zbioru Organizm zbiorowy, 

który został mocno ocenzurowany, jego praca została 

opublikowana przez Kulturę Paryską i wydawnictwa 

podziemne w Polsce.  

Krynicki jest wybitnym tłumaczem poezji 

niemieckojęzycznej, w szczególności Paula Celana i 

Nelly Sachs. Otrzymał wiele nagród, wśród nich 

Nagrodę Polskiego PEN Clubu, Nagrodę Fundacji 

im. Kościelskich, Nagrodę PEN Clubu im. Roberta 

Gravesa oraz Międzynarodową Nagrodę Literacką 

im. Zbigniewa Herberta. W 2005 został 

uhonorowany Srebrnym Medalem Zasłużony 

Kulturze Gloria Artis.  

Od 1989 roku prowadzi prestiżowe niezależne 

wydawnictwo a5, które publikuje poezję Wisławy 

Szymborskiej, Zbigniewa Herberta, Adama 

Zagajewskiego i wielu innych młodszych poetów 

polskich, a także eseje literackie i tłumaczenia poezji.  

Obecnie Krynicki wraz ze swą żoną Krystyną 

mieszka w Krakowie. 

One of the most prominent poets of postwar Poland, 

Ryszard Krynicki was born on June 28, 1943 in 

Sankt Valentin, Austria, where his parents had been 

deported to a Nazi labor camp.  

In Poland in the 1960s he became a leading member 

of the "New Wave" group of poets, which included 

Adam Zagajewski and Stanislaw Baranczak. He was 

co-editor of Zapis, the first independent literary mag-

azine in Communist Poland to be published outside 

the reach of official censorship. He made his debut in 

1968 with the collection Speed of Chase, Speed of 

Flight, and after the publication of his second collec-

tion, Collective Organism, in a form severely cut by 

censorship, his work was published by the Institut 

Littéraire in Paris and by underground presses in Po-

land.  

Krynicki is a distinguished translator of German-

language poetry, in particular of Paul Celan and Nel-

ly Sachs. He has received many awards, among them 

the Polish Poets' Award, the Koscielski Foundation 

Award, the Robert Graves-PEN Club Award, and the 

Zbigniew Herbert International Literary Award. In 

2005 he was honored  with the Silver Medal for Mer-

it to Culture – Gloria Artis. 

Since 1989 he has run the prestigious independent 

publishing house a5, which publishes Wislawa 

Szymborska, Zbigniew Herbert, Adam Zagajewski 

and the work of many younger Polish poets, as well 

as literary essays and poetry in translation.  

Currently Krynicki lives with his wife Krystyna in 

Krakow. 
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Ocal mnie, prowadź 

Ocal mnie, uchroń, wierna podróży, 

od kłamstwa mego i naszej epoki, 

Ty mnie strzeż, Aniele i Stróżu, 

lecz ty prowadź, Biały Obłoku. 

 

Chroń mnie od gromu, nawałnico, 

niepokalana prawdo mnie oświeć. 

Nie przeocz mnie, gołębico, 

kiedy ześlesz nam znak z wysokości. 

  

Przebacz mi, zorzo wieczorna, 

nie przebijaj, złego snu włócznio. 

Szaleństwem mi nie błogosław, 

  

obudź mnie, jutrznio. 

 

Powrót z Asyżu 

Okaleczony Giotto. Hałaśliwe: Silenzio! 

Z mijanego po drodze samochodu 

do przewozu zwierząt 

odprowadza mnie bezradne 

spojrzenie cielęcia 

wiezionego na rzeź. 

  

Pomóż, święty Franciszku. 

Ukaż się przed bramą rzeźni. 

A jeśli jesteś teraz zajęty, 

to wyślij 

brata Sylwestra 

  

lub wilka z Gubbio. 
Trans. by Alissa Valles  

Jak pisać? 

Tak pisać, by głodny 

myślał, że to chleb? 

 

Głodnego trzeba nakarmić 

a pisać tak, by głód 

nie poszedł na marne. 

 

*** 

W tym roku 

nie zrodziłem owoców 

tylko liście 

co nie dają cienia 

 

boję się, Rabbi, 

boję się, Panie, 

że mnie przeklnie głodny 

strudzony 

nieskończoną drogą 

do Jeruzalem. 

Save Me, Guide Me 

Save me, shield me, faithful journey, 

from my own lies and from our era. 

Protect me, you, Angel and Guardian, 

but you, White Cloud, guide me. 

 

Keep me from thunder, hurricane, 

immaculate truth, give me light. 

Don't overlook me, little dove, 

when you send us a sign from the heights. 

 

Forgive me, twilight, 

don't pierce me, spear of nightmares. 

Don't bless me with madness, 

 

wake me, morning star.  

 

Return from Assisi 

A mutilated Giotto. A loud: Silenzio! 

From a car transporting animals 

we passed on the way 

the helpless look of a calf 

being taken off to slaughter 

follows me. 

 

Help, Saint Francis. 

Appear before the slaughterhouse gate. 

And if you are busy at the moment, 

please send 

your brother Sylvester 

 

or a wolf from Gubbio.  
Trans. by Alissa Valles 

How to Write? 

To write so the hungry man 

thinks it’s bread? 

 

One has to feed the hungry 

and write so the hunger 

does not go to waste. 

 

*** 

This year 

I bore no fruit 

only leaves 

which do not give shade 

 

I am afraid, Rabbi, 

I am afraid, Lord, 

to be cursed by the hungry man 

weary of 

the infinite road 

to Jerusalem.  

Trans. by Ewa Chrusciel 

*** 

(from Meister Eckhardt  

or Zohar?) 

nothing, God  

*** 

(Z Mistrza Eckharta 

czy księgi Zohar?) 

nic, Bóg 
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Western Diocese 

Small in Numbers — Large in Faith 

Our Savior Parish, New Chicago, IN 

Two years ago, following the passing of the Very 

Rev. Edward Meus, our pastor for 41 years, Our 

Savior Parish, New Chicago, IN was faced with the 

prospect of closing. Our members were few and were 

not able to financially support a fulltime priest. A 

special Parish meeting was called by Bishop Stanley 

Bilinski, and with his encouragement, we decided to 

see what could be done to keep the parish going. 

Rev. John Kowalczyk was appointed administrator of 

the parish. We knew it wasn’t going to be easy, but 

with Truth, Work and Struggle, we knew we could 

survive. 

Sunday Mass is usually held at 12:00 Noon, but on 

rare occasions it is at 7:30 a.m. When Fr. John’s par-

ish schedule does not permit him to come to Our 

Savior, we are happy to attend St. Michael the 

Archangel Parish Mass in Cedar Lake, IN, where we 

are welcomed warmly. Schedules for holidays and 

special services are worked out in advance. Some 

people might say that this is an inconvenience, but 

we say it is a blessing to be able to worship in our 

own humble little church. 

The first year brought our first major, costly problem. 

The chimney on the church was crumbling and need-

ed to be replaced before winter. Without sufficient 

funds in the treasury, it looked like we would have to 

ask for a loan. We started fund raising immediately. 

Two successful rummage sales and our first Polish 

dinner were held, bringing in enough funds that a 

loan was not necessary. Also that year, we purchased 

a new stove for the hall kitchen and a water heater. 

Many smaller repairs were made to the property as 

well. 

This past year we added a spaghetti dinner to our list 

of fund raising events.  We purchased a new refriger-

ator for the kitchen and a shed for the church 

grounds. We also made many sizeable repairs and, 

because of some very handy parishioners, we had to 

hire our for only one project! 

Members packing treats to be taken to Town Hall 
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We now have 16 active members and, for the first 

time in many years, our parish was represented with 

a delegate at the Western Diocese Synod held in Au-

gust 2016. Two of our ladies were commissioned as 

lectors on August 14, 2016, and now they proclaim 

the readings during Mass. 

We have been active in community outreach. In No-

vember our parish sponsored a breakfast at the Ho-

bart Senior center, where our parish members pur-

chased, cooked and served a full breakfast to over 

100 individuals.  Everyone in attendance received a 

favor with our Church information attached. We pur-

chased gifts for four people at a local senior living 

facility as part of their Christmas Angel Project. Be-

fore Christmas a group went to the nursing home 

where Jennie Woynaroski (a longtime P.N.C.C. 

member) now resides.  While there they sang Christ-

mas carols and gave ornaments to all the residents of 

Jennie’s unit.  

The last two years our parishioners have taken holi-

day treats to the Town Hall and Fire and Police De-

partments as a thank you for their service to the com-

munity. Our members also support drives on national 

levels: sending water to Flint, MI during their crisis, 

donating to hurricane and flood victims around the 

country and donating funds for mailing Operation 

Christmas Child boxes. 

We have come a long way in two years and we are 

grateful to everyone for their support. We may be 

small in number, but our faith in God and the 

P.N.C.C. is large. We are proud of our little parish 

and show it by wearing our T shirts with the parish 

logo during all of our events. The back of the shirt 

says it all: I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 

Submitted by Eva Meus 

Christmas  season in our parish 
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God’s Field 

Appeal for Easter Greetings 

The deadline for submission and payment of Easter Greetings is MARCH 1, 2017. Greetings will be 

published in the March issue. 

The cost for publishing Easter greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00.  Due to space 

constraints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text. 

Example greetings: 

The Adoration Society of St. John’s Parish, Everytown, USA 

Eve Adams, President 

We wish everyone a Blessed Easter! 

St. John’s Parish, Everytown, USA 

Rev. Adam Adams, Pastor 

Wesołego Alleluja!  

An online form can be found on the pncc.org 

website at: pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/online_greeting_form_2017.pdf 

ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 1, 2017 IN 

ORDER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE MARCH ISSUE.  We no longer publish greetings submitted without  

payment, so please be sure to send in your payment with your greeting or it will not be published. 

Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order payable to God’s Field, 

to: 

God’s Field - Easter Greetings 

National Church Center 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark
http://www.pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/online_greeting_form_2017.pdf

