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During this season as we approach the Nativity of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and prepare our-

selves for His coming to the world as the small child 

of Bethlehem, I hope that we all might be able to take 

some time to ponder the ongoing effects of this his-

torical event, within our individual lives and within 

our world. 

It is certainly well known that at the time of the birth 

of our Lord, the Jewish people were waiting for the 

coming of the Messiah.  Although the people of  

Israel were a people of the exodus and a people of 

freedom, they did not experience or live that freedom 

at the time.  They were under the yoke of oppression 

from the Roman occupiers, as an invading army, but 

some religious leaders also knew that in some ways 

the message of the exodus and freedom had not been 

completed even as they entered the Promised Land.  

The people had not been liberated from the tyranny 

of temptation, sin and death even from the time of 

their being freed from slavery in Egypt. 

Because of this realization many waited in hope for 

the Lord to once again stretch His hand into the af-

fairs of the world to save and rescue His people.  

They were waiting for the fulfillment of the prophecy 

of Isaiah: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you 

a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child and 

shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanu-

el.” (Isaiah 7:14) 

This event would be the sign that the Lord was once 

again reaching into the world to save us, but this time 

something would be different as well.  “Immanuel” 

means “God with us” and so they awaited the time 

when God would break into the world and be with 

His people.  But the unfortunate thing that occurred 

then, and still occurs to this day, is that people think 

that they understand better exactly how the Lord 

should and will go about His work.  At that time the 

people were hoping for a Messiah who would operate 

exactly as they thought he should, as they thought 

was best.  They wanted a strong military leader, one 

who would lead a revolt, conquer the Roman armies 

and once again establish the nation.  But of course we 

know that this is not how God works.  He never did. 

God was not just interested in establishing another 

nation, but rather in bringing true freedom and love 

to all people.  So He set into motion, not the raising 

of a military leader, but for the birth of a child.  The 

Gospel of Matthew describes it for us in its begin-

ning: “Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place 

in this way.  When His mother Mary had been en-

gaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she 

was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 

to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 

her quietly.  But just when he had resolved to do this, 

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you 

are to name Him Jesus, for He will save His people 

from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall name him Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is 
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with us.’” (Matthew 1:18-23)  It was in the birth of 

Jesus that God would enter into our world. 

In the Nativity of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, 

we truly have “God with us.” So we see here what 

God is doing, but it also asked the question, what 

about “us”?  In the pages of Scripture we see the re-

actions of many to this joyous birth.  In Luke’s Gos-

pel the angels and all of heaven announce the birth, 

“Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)  We see here also 

the shepherds who responded to the angel’s call and 

went to see the newborn King. “The shepherds said to 

one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.’ So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the 

manger.  When they saw this, they made known what 

had been told them about this child.” (Luke 2:15-17) 

But we also know that not everyone welcomed this 

message of the newborn King.  Not everyone liked 

that God had once again intervened in a way they did 

not consider welcome.  “When Herod saw that he had 

been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 

he sent and killed all the children in and around Beth-

lehem who were two years old and under, according 

to the time that he had learned from the wise 

men.” (Matthew 2:16) 

Things still remain the same today.  The message of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ can be a challenge 

to those who think they know better, but we must re-

member that we are not called to be advisors of our 

Lord in His work in the world, but rather followers 

and disciples.  We must take a lesson from the Shep-

herds and the Magi who came to worship the new-

born King.   

The Magi had traveled far in their search for Jesus, 

following the revelation of God in the star.  “When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were over-

whelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw 

the child with Mary His mother; and they knelt down 

and paid Him homage.  Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh.” (Matthew 2:10-11) 

The shepherds also heard the call from the heavens, 

the revelation from God, and answered in traveling to 

the manager to worship and adore our Lord.  But it’s 

also true that Scripture tells us they went even one 

step farther. “They made known what had been told 

them about this Child; and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them….The shep-

herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them.” (Luke 2:17b-18,20) 

So my brothers and sisters at the end of the year 2019 

we are faced with the same issues and concerns of the 

time of our Savior’s birth.  How will you approach 

the manger of our Lord and His once again coming 

into our world and into your life?  Will you be chal-

lenged by His example to live a life of devotion and 

love which does not count the costs?  Will you, like 

the Magi, follow difficult ways such as rejection from 

the wider culture and sometimes even our friends to 

approach and honor Jesus, our Lord?  Will you offer 

your gifts of your time, talent and treasure to Christ 

the newborn King?  Will you, like the shepherds, 

spend your life glorifying and praising God in all you 

think, say and do?  Will you “make known what you 

have been told concerning Christ”?  Will you share 

the good news with others you encounter? 

These are the questions that we must face at the 

Christmas season and into the New Year.  My resolu-

tion, and I hope it will be yours too, is that in this sec-

ond year of our focus on “Discipleship” that I will 

more closely live my life like the Magi and the shep-

herds, giving all to Jesus and sharing the good news 

of His salvation. 

To my brother bishops, to the priests and deacons of 

the Church, to my brothers and sisters within the 

Polish National Catholic Church and the clergy and 

members of the Union of Scranton, I send my bless-

ings and best wishes for a joyous Nativity and a new 

year filled with love and devotion to our Lord. 

 

 

(God With Us - Continued from Page 1.) 
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“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased.”   

Rt. Rev. John Mack, Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

What a complicated concept this little five-letter word 

evokes in our hearts and minds:  peace.  If you asked 

100 people on the street the question:  If you could 

have one wish granted, what would it be?  I would 

imagine that 99 would say peace throughout the 

world.  At least I hope that’s what they would say.  

Our annual celebration of the incarnation of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, is oftentimes linked with the 

concept that Jesus came to bring “peace on earth.”  

Yet, I’m not so sure.  The idyllic setting of the manger 

that takes up residence in our memories is probably 

far from that first night in Bethlehem.  As Joseph 

sought out a place where the Son of God could be 

born, the town was a noisy and unruly place.  People 

were vying for whatever little space remained for 

lodging or at least a place of shelter from the night air.  

The demands of the census had filled Bethlehem to 

overflowing. There was probably a lot of pushing and 

shoving, shouting and bartering.  Yet, Joseph waited 

patiently, hoping to find at least a place where the Son 

of God could be born. Later, during the days of His 

earthly ministry, Jesus is quoted as saying:  I did not 

come for peace, but for division.   Perhaps peace is 

situational; appropriate in some situations, but not in 

others.   

Thomas a’ Kempis wrote these words about peace:  

“Everyone wants peace, but very few are for the 

things that produce it. God’s peace is with the humble 

and the gentle, and especially with the patient.  If you 

will listen to God, and act accordingly, you will enjoy 

much peace. Here is what to do:  Care for nothing 

other than pleasing God.  Do not judge others or med-

dle in things which do not concern you.  Don’t think 

you have found true peace just because you feel no 

pain or have no enemies. Never think that life is per-

fect when you receive everything you want. Never 

consider yourself God’s favorite child because you 

enjoy a great devotional life.  That is not the way to 

true peace and spiritual growth.  Peace can be found 

in offering your whole heart to God.  Forget your own 

will in great things and small things, thanking God 

equally for the pleasant and the unpleasant.  Weigh 

everything in the same balance.  If you are strong 

enough to willingly suffer more and more without 

praising yourself, but always praising God’s name, 

then you will be on the road to true peace.” 

Peace in the world begins with peace in our hearts.  If 

we are not at peace with ourselves,  content with who 

we are and what we have, then we can never be at 

peace with the world around us. The world is full of so 

many people who seek peace and its synonyms: happi-

ness, contentment, fulfilment, well-being.  Yet they 

seek it in ways and in places that can never bring that 

desired peace to reality.   Looking for  peace in pos-

sessions, in title and stature, in adulation coming from 

the world will never bring anything but a false sense 

of worth and an empty life. 

The world was looking for, was expecting a royal 

king;  a conquering ruler,  a mighty warrior. What 

they received was a helpless infant in a manger.  What 

are your expectations of Jesus?  As we approach the 

manger in our local parish church this Christmas sea-

son, who will we find there?  Will we come with ex-

pectations of how we hope that Jesus can give us a 

prosperous life in the coming year; perhaps that pro-

motion at work that we have waited for?    Will we 

ask Him to heal our broken relationships or mend our 

broken marriage or restore our love for our children? 

Will we come, asking that we be given a clearer vision 

of what He would have us do in the year 2020?   Yes, 

these all are  possible, but that is not why He came.  

What He may offer to us is opportunities for service 

and caring;  avenues that will lead us to people in 

need, the homeless, the poor, the hungry, the broken-

hearted. Will we accept these gifts that Jesus offers to 

us, or will we simply think that the tags on the pre-

sents got mixed up – this gift must have been for 

“someone else.” 

I pray that your Christmas this year will be nothing 

that you hoped for or imagined it to be – but absolute-

ly all the things that you need deep in your heart of 

hearts.  Jesus came as servant and friend to all human-

ity.  May we be that same presence to all mankind.  

Then, and truly then, will we attain “peace among 

those with whom He is pleased.”  May Your Christ-

mas be truly blessed with the presence of Christ with-

in you; at your table as you share a holiday meal, in 

the cards you send to others, in the greetings and love 

you share with family and friends, but especially in 

the care that you show.  Christmas will be born again, 

when you become Christ to the world.  May we sing 

in earnest: “Joy to the World, the Lord is come.”  May 

that phrase be especially true in the lives we lead and 

in everything that we say and do in the New Year! 

Wesołych Swiąt Bożego Narodzenia – A Blessed 

Christmas to All! 
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Christmas Message 

Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Bishop of the Central Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

God’s Blessings on the Solemnity of the 

Nativity of Our Lord. 

Peace and Blessings in the New Year 2020. 

 

 

 

 

The Staff of God’s Field 

Controller: 

Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky 

Editor: 

Ms. Julie Orzell 

Blessings and Best Wishes for a Joyous Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 

Supreme Council, Polish National Catholic Church 

The birth of Jesus is the gift of divine hope in the midst of a broken world.  For that purpose “…. they shall 

name Him Emmanuel” which means, “God is with us.”  

(Matthew 1:23) 

Christmas, as a word, is the shortened version of the words Christ’s Mass.  As a holy day, Christmas is the 

gathering of the faithful to celebrate the birth of Emmanuel, the Messiah, the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ.  

As we commemorate His birth, I offer you this particular excerpt from one of the Church’s most inspired and 

spiritual Fathers of the fourth century.  He was a West African (present-day Algeria), a Christian theologian 

and a Neoplatonic philosopher.  He was an early Church Father, the Bishop of Hippo, Saint Augustine.  In one 

of his Christmas sermons to the faithful he said: 

Beloved, our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal creator of all things,  

today became our Savior by being born of a mother.  

Of his own will he was born for us today, in time,  

so that he could lead us to his Father’s eternity.  

God became human like us so that we might become God.  

The Lord of the angels became one of us  

so that we could eat the bread of angels.  

What an exquisite and profound manner in which to sum up the Christmas message. 

May you come to know, in the depth of your faith, the beauty and profundity of Augustine’s Christmas teach-

ing; and may your appropriation of its truth be the blessing of divine hope God intended it to be for you and 

the whole world. 

A blessed Christmastide to all. 
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Discipleship Born Out of the Christmas Experience  

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

In preparing for this Christmas message I came 

across these words on the web page of the Ft. 

Wayne/South Bend Roman Catholic Diocese, To-

day’s Catholic at todayscatholic.org/midnight-mass-

homily/. The words are from a sermon delivered at  

Midnight Mass at the Immaculate Conception Cathe-

dral on December 25, 2011. I found them to articu-

late the theme of Discipleship which continues to be 

the theme of the Polish National Catholic Church , I 

share a few paragraphs, with slight adaptation, with 

you: 

“What a contrast! The great emperor Caesar Augus-

tus, the most powerful man of that age, the ruler of 

the vast Roman empire, gives an order and everyone 

has to obey. Throughout his empire, everyone had to 

get themselves enrolled in the tax registers, so that 

there would be enough taxes collected to finance the 

emperor’s many needs: to finance and expand his 

military power; to lay down the great network of 

roads and aqueducts throughout the Roman empire; 

and to construct the great palaces and theaters, baths 

and stadiums. 

“In comparison, how trivial it would seem in the eyes 

of the world to that couple in the obscure village of 

Nazareth in Galilee. Mary and Joseph obeyed the im-

perial command and set out to enroll in the tax regis-

ters of Joseph’s hometown of Bethlehem. They were 

quite insignificant – not only was there no imperial 

palace at their disposal; there was not even room for 

them in the local inn. They had to make do with a 

stable for Mary to give birth. 

“But notice, tonight, all over the world, people gath-

er ... not to celebrate the emperor Augustus Caesar. 

We gather to celebrate that birth of an infant in a 

manger in the little town of Bethlehem. For it is not 

the emperor dressed in the finest robes who is the 

real lord of the world, but rather, the little baby 

wrapped in swaddling clothes. The names of the Ro-

man emperors, like those of other great men of this 

world, have long passed away and are little remem-

bered. Yet, everywhere on earth, the birth of this 

child is remembered with joy. 

“On that holy night in Bethlehem, the prophecy of 

Isaiah was fulfilled: “The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; upon those who 

dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.” That 

light is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the 

world. When we contemplate the mystery of Christ-

mas ..., we cannot help but be filled with wonder and 

awe. We become like the shepherds and the magi: all 

we can do is approach the mystery in adoration.” 

The cathedral homilist spoke well. Yet he failed to 

mention that once we approach the mystery, we are 

compelled to be like the shepherds and the Magi to 

proclaim the Good News. Coming into the real pres-

ence of Christ compels us to become His disciples, 

He who is God/Man becomes our teacher from 

Whom we learn from and after Whom we model our 

lives.  

Returning to the homily, “Saint Thomas Aquinas 

wrote: ‘Of all the works of God, this surpasses reason 

more than any other, since one cannot conceive of 

God doing anything more wonderful than that (the) 

true God the Son of God, should be made true man.’ 

Do we not express our reverence for this great mys-

tery every time we recite the Nicene Creed? [We gen-

uflect] at the words: “by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

He was born of the Virgin Mary AND BECAME 

MAN.” 

“By becoming man, God has in a certain way united 

Himself with every human person. He has revealed to 

us the truth about who He is – He is Love. He has 

revealed to us also that every human being has digni-

ty, including the unborn child, the poor, the outcast, 

the suffering, and the dying. By becoming man, God 

came to earth to deliver us from sin and death. He 

came to make all things new; to bring about the new 

creation. He took on our human nature so that we 

might become partakers of His divine nature, that we 

become sharers in the life of the Blessed Trinity. The 

Fathers and Doctors of the Church speak of the 

Christmas mystery as “a wonderful exchange” be-

tween God and man: He takes what is ours so that He 

may give us what is His. In sending His Son, God has 

opened for us a share in His divine life, the power, 

Saint John says, to become children of God! (John 

3:12).” 

We model our lives after this Christ Who took on our 

human flesh. Jesus demonstrated that even we of hu-

(Continued on bottom of Page 7.) 
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Christmas Message 

Bishop-Elect Jarosław Rafalko, Administrator of the Western Diocese, P.N.C.C. 

Niech Będzie Pochwalony Jezus Chrystus! 

May Jesus Christ Be praised! 

Que Jesuchristo sea alabdo! 

Maranatha!!! 

The phrase "Maranatha" appears at the end of St. Paul's first letter to the Corinthians: 

Maranatha is an Aramaic word that means “the Lord is coming” or “come, O Lord.” This expression or accla-

mation was most likely used in the early Christian liturgy. During the season of Advent, the coming of our 

Lord is set before us in an immediate way in the scriptures proclaimed during Mass - both in anticipation of 

His birth and looking ahead to His return at the end of time.   

Interestingly, if the phrase is reparsed as "maran atha" it changes to the past tense: "Our Lord has come." Dur-

ing the celebration of the Christmas season, we rejoice that God has come in the form of a helpless infant, tak-

ing on our human nature and transforming it so that "not only does human mortality receive unending honor 

but by wondrous union we, too, are made everlasting.” 

Today, believers in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, live our lives in the light of the knowledge that He can 

come at any time. We are to be ready when the call comes. Every day we should expect Him to come, and eve-

ry day we should long for Him to come. Maranatha reminds us to keep our eyes on the eternal things of the 

Spirit. To dwell on material things is to be in constant mental turmoil. Looking down, we see the earth; look-

ing around, we see earthly things. But looking up, we see the hope of the soon coming of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ. To those who are discouraged today, Maranatha! To those who are worried today, Maranatha! To those 

who are filled with anxiety over the problems they are facing, Maranatha! Our Lord is coming! 

It is my hope that these reflections will assist you in keeping both the Advent and Christmas celebrations so 

that the prayer of the early Church may be ours as well: Maranatha! 

man estate have the capacity to become sons and 

daughters of God through Baptism and following in 

His footsteps. 

Christmas, for all its beauty and tradition and tender-

ness is much more that an infant in a manger. Christ-

mas is the power and majesty of God manifested in 

human flesh to which a chorus of angels shouts 

“Gloria!” Christmas is a celebration of the power of 

Discipleship. We manifest this discipleship when we 

lead a person to Jesus, the God-Man. We continue 

our discipleship, helping the individual in their Chris-

tian walk. Thus they, too, become a new disciple of 

Christ. 

The homily I’ve cited ends with these words: “He 

[Christ] has brought eternity to us and so we live as a 

people of hope. This virtue of hope is truly a virtue of 

Christmas, a virtue that should distinguish our lives 

as followers of Jesus. In the midst of so much anxiety 

and despair in our world, may we be witnesses of 

Christian hope!” 

And so, on behalf of all the clergy and faithful of the 

Eastern Diocese I extend greetings to all, together 

with wishes for a multitude of blessings this Christ-

mas season. Jesus said: I give you a new command-

ment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

also should love one another. This is how all will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another. (John 13: 34-35) 

May we love as Jesus loves. May we love one anoth-

er as Jesus loves us. May we share the love of Christ 

with all people as disciples of Christ that all may 

come to know Him. Your heart must be wholly devot-

ed to the LORD, our God, observing his statutes and 

keeping his commandments, as on this day (1 Kings 

8:61) 

Glory to the Newborn King! 

(Discipleship Born out of the Christmas Experience - Continued from Page 6.) 
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Annual Christmas and New Year Greetings 

We wish you a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert and Florence Nemkovich 

Cape Coral, FL 

Michael & Mary A. Gorgol Mietlicki 

Merry Christmas! 

Scotch Plains, NJ 

Wishing all a Blessed Christmas! 

Clergy Circle of the Western Diocese 

Bishop-Elect Jarosław Rafalko, Priests and Deacons 

Clergy of the Plymouth Seniorate, Central Diocese 

Very Rev. Thaddeus Dymkowski, Wilkes-Barre, PA; Very Rev. Lucian Urbaniak, Plymouth & Edwardsville, PA; Rev. 

Richard Wosiak, Middleport, PA; Rev. Robert Plichta, Frackville, PA; Rev. Bogusław Janiec, Hazleton & McAdoo, PA 

Eastern Diocese United Women’s Society of the Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Diocesan Bishop 

Very Rev Joseph Soltysiak, Chaplain 

The Adoration Society of Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH 

Susan Bodner, President 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

The United Y.M.S. of R. 

Behold, the Light of the World! 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Blessed Trinity Parish—Fall River, MA 

Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr., Pastor 

Have a blessed Christmas and joyous New Year 2020! 

Wesołych Swiąt, Christmas Blessings & a Joyous New Year! 

Fr. Andrew Koterba & Parish Committee 

Church of Resurrection, Greenpoint, Brooklyn, New York 

Divine Providence Parish 

Norwich, Connecticut 

Wesołych Swiąt! 

The Good Shepherd Parish, Plymouth, PA 

Very Rev. Lucian Urbaniak & Parishioners 

Blessed and joyful Christmas & Happy New Year! 

http://pncc.org/
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Guardian Angel Parish, California 

Rev. Andrew Machowski 

May you have a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Holy Cross Parish — Central Falls, RI 

Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr., Pastor 

Christ is born - sing the joyful Tidings! 

Holy Cross Parish, Hamtramck, Michigan 

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak 

Wesołych Swiąt! Merry Christmas! 

Very Rev. Fryderyk S. Banas, Pastor 

Holy Cross Parish, Ware, MA 

Radosnych Świąt! 

Holy Family Parish 

1921 Eden Park Blvd. 

McKeesport, PA 15132 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA 

Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

May the peace and joy of Christmas live in your heart all year long. 

Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral 

Lancaster, New York 

Christmas blessings to all! 

Holy Trinity Parish, 716 N. Tremont St, Kewanee, IL 61443 

Western Diocese 

Pastor: Bishop-Elect Father Senior Jerry Rafalko; Chair: Tom Greiner; Ladies Adoration Society 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, Lilly, PA 

Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill, Pastor 

Rejoice! Christ is Born! 

Our Savior Chapel — Tripp Park, Scranton, PA 

The Right Rev. Bernard J. Nowicki, Pastor 

May the love of our Lord and Savior fill your holidays with joy! 

Our Saviour’s Parish, Woonsocket, RI 

Rev. Henryk Wos, Pastor 

Christmas blessings to all! 

Resurrection Parish, Temperance, MI 

Thomas Kowalski, Treasurer 

May we be abundantly blessed in the birth of Christ! 

Annual Christmas and New Year Greetings 

http://pncc.org/
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Annual Christmas and New Year Greetings 

St. Casimir’s P.N.C.C., Lowell, MA 

Rev. Andrzej Tenus, Pastor 

Members of St. Casimir’s Parish Family 

St. Francis P.N.C.C., East Meadow 

Fr. Andrzej Koterba & Parish Committee 

Merry Christmas! 

St. John the Baptist, Frackville, PA 

Parishioners & Rev. Robert Plichta, Pastor 

May the birth of Christ bring you joy and peace! 

Wesołych Swiąt! 

St. John’s Parish P.N.C.C., Toronto, ON 

Mrs. Augustina Domagaka  — Chair 

Wishing all a blessed Christmas Season! 

St. Mary Parish — South Bend, IN 

Web:  stmarypncc.org; FB: stmaryschurchsb 

Christmas Greetings! 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Cedar Lake, IN 

Rev. John Kowalczyk, Jr. 

Christmas blessings to all! 

Cathedral Parish of St. Stanislaus, Bishop & Martyr 

Scranton, PA 

St. Stephen the Martyr Parish, Reading, PA 

The Very Rev. Donald E. Wunderlich, Pastor 

May the light of Christ bring peace to all! 

St. Valentine P.N.C. Church, Northampton, Massachusetts 

Rev. Adam Czarnecki, Pastor 

May the birth of Christ bring blessings to us all! 

Spójnia Credit Union 

May love, hope and happiness be yours 

this holiday season and always! 

Polish National Union District Six 

Christine Wachna, District Director, Officers and Members 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
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Church Doctrine Commission Holds Fall Meeting 

National Church Center, P.N.C.C. - Scranton, PA 

The Church Doctrine Commission held its second 

meeting for the 2018-2022 term at the National 

Church Center in Scranton, Pennsylvania on Novem-

ber 12 and 13, 2019.   The members present were: 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Bishop John 

Mack, Bishop Bernard Nowicki, Bishop Paul 

Sobiechowski; Most Rev. John Swantek, Very Rev. 

Zbigniew Dawid, Very Rev. Robert 

Nemkovich Jr., Rev. Dr. Scott J. Lill and Rev. 

Thomas Walsh. 

The Church Doctrine Commission is made up of the 

bishops and those who are able to conduct the im-

portant theological work to develop teachings for 

various theological, ethical or moral positions of the 

P.N.C.C. 

Members conduct research and produce position pa-

pers on various topics of faith, morals and discipline.  

Front: Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Rt. Rev. John Mack, Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky; Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Most Rev. John 

Swantek; Back: Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Rev. Thomas Walsh, Rev. Dr. Scott Lill 
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Fight for David 

On November 26, 2019, David Micka was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia (AML), and he needs our 

help.  

Upon returning from taking his parents on a trip to Hawaii honoring their 53rd Wedding Anniversary, David 

went to the doctor complaining of leg pain. They ran tests. From paradise to purgatory, David waited uneasily. 

Then he had the conversation we all dread. He received the news we all fear.  

David is a selfless person. He does not say no to helping somebody move. He will always look after your pets 

when you are away. He loves his friends, his parents, his Nittany Lions, and of course, his Church. He is the 

Vice President of the National United Y.M.S. of R., the President of Branch 29 of the Y.M.S. of R. at St. 

Mary’s Parish in Parma, OH, a member of the P.N.C.C. National Budget and Finance Committee, a former 

scholarship recipient and corresponding secretary for the National United Choirs, and he serves on the parish 

committee and is a vocal, active member of St. Mary’s Parish. Across states and communities, David brings 

help, happiness and fellowship to those around him.  

Cancer is a relentless enemy. We all know the toll it takes on the minds and spirits of those it touches. David 

will fight, there is no doubt about that. But cancer hurts in other ways, and it can leave us feeling helpless and 

hopeless. This fundraiser will help lighten the overwhelming financial burden that this type of diagnosis car-

ries. The money raised here will be used to maintain his everyday expenses as well as the medical expenses 

accrued throughout his treatment.  

Let us fight alongside David. And with God’s grace, let us give what we can.  

Please direct donations to the Y.M.S. of R.’s GoFundMe page: 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/kf3dgs-fight-for-david?

utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1 

Submitted by Rev. Jason Soltysiak 

http://pncc.org/
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Future Direction - Fruits of Discipleship 

Kathryn Nemkovich 

We are now completing our first year of Discipleship  

across our Holy P.N.C.C.  Now is a time to reflect on 

this journey to become better and more faithful disci-

ples. 

1. Name two ways in which you have grown 

in their discipleship … 

2. Name two areas in which they still need to focus 

on with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Discipleship 2019 Reflection: 

1. In what way(s) have you heeded the call to disci-

pleship, “Follow Me”? 

2. Did you spend time to reflect on yourself and 

how you live your life? 

3. Did you identify at least one way in which you 

can role model the life of Christian discipleship at 

home? At work?  At school?  Did you put that 

into action? 

4. Are you teaching others by your example? 

5. Have you developed a better understanding of 

what it really means to repent? 

6. Do you now have a practical strategy to engage 

this understanding and use it to overcome tempta-

tions when they come? 

7. Have you answered the call to personally serve 

another person?  In what way? 

8. Have you been inspired to live the example of our 

Blessed Mother – saying YES to God?  Have you 

made choices based on God’s will for you and 

not your own will? 

9. Do you have a better understanding of the call for 

Disciples making Disciples?  Do you accept your 

role as a promoter of Sacred Vocations?  Have 

you personally appreciated the clergy of the 

church, especially during the month of June, 

which is Clergy Appreciation Weekend and Sa-

cred Vocations month? 

10. Did you take a vacation from living God’s word 

this summer or did you recognize that the life of 

true disciples in ongoing even during vacation 

time?  Did you continue to regularly attend Mass 

and daily prayer? 

11. Have you recognized the importance of the young 

members of the Church?  Did you find opportuni-

ties to speak with, engage and support the youth 

of the church – acknowledging the dignity and 

value of their place within the Church?  Are you a 

mentor to the youth to help them live as disci-

ples? 

12. Do you live the Two Commandments of love 

each and every day in your life?  How are you 

showing your love of God and of your neighbor? 

13. Have you “taken up your cross” to follow Jesus, 

no matter the cost of discipleship?  Where have 

you struggled? 

14. Is prayer, meditation, and reflection a part of your 

everyday life now, or only “as needed”? 

15. Have you gotten back to the basics and focused 

on using the Future Direction messages to help 

you make life changes that make you a true fol-

lower of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ – one 

of his disciples? 

We hope and pray this first year of Discipleship has made you a better follower of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, and we know there is still more for each of us to do.  As we begin the season of Advent and a new 

Church Year let us take some time to reflect on our journey this past year and prepare ourselves to continue to 

follow Jesus faithfully each and every day. 

Wishing you a blessed Advent journey and spirit filled celebration of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

P.N.C.C. Supreme Council Future Direction Committee  
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An Index to Rola Boża — God’s Field, Volume I, 1923 - 1953 

This book has two volumes. It was compiled by Rev. 

Casimir J. Grotnik and published in 1989 by the 

Polish National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.) Commis-

sion on History and Archives and the Bishop Hodur 

Biography Commission. Volume I covers the con-

tents of the official organ of the P.N.C.C. from its 

inception in 1923 to 1953. 

Any person who is looking for information on the 

P.N.C.C., its dioceses, seniorates, parishes and com-

missions and committees should start with the two 

indexes prepared by Rev. Casimir J. Grotnik, one for 

Rola Boża - God’s Field and another for Straż. Each 

of these will be described in future articles. This arti-

cle will cover Volume I of the index for Rola Boża - 

God’s Field 1923 - 1953. It has 450 pages. The use of 

the index is covered in the explanations segment. To 

use the book to locate which issue of Rola Boża - 

God’s Field, one finds the following information, 

such as 4 (1926) 7 s 99. This means volume 4, 1926, 

number 7 and page 99. The editor points out that the 

volume numbers from 1940 to 1946 are not consecu-

tive. 

The table of contents is as follows: Foreword, an Ac-

knowledgment, Introduction, Explanations, Przed-

mowa, Objaśnienia, Spis Treści, Index, Omissions 

During Printing, Index of Authors, Index of Names, 

Necrologies, Geographical Index And Subjects. The 

Subjects Include: Advent, Aid to Poland, All Soul’s 

Day, Anglican Church, Bishops of the P.N.C.C., 

Boys Defenders of the P.N.C.C. , Brazil - P.N.C.C., 

Celibacy, Children and Youth, Christmas, Christmas 

Pastoral Visit, Clergy of the P.N.C.C., Council of 

Churches, Czechoslovak National Catholic Church, 

Easter, Episcopal Church, Episcopal and Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church, Eschatology, Feasts - Ameri-

can, Feasts of the P.N.C.C., German Old Catholic 

Church, Girl’s Society of the P.N.C.C., God’s Field, 

God’s Love Society, Independent Churches and Cler-

gy, Index of Parishes (P.N.C.C.), Italian National 

Catholic Church, Ladies Adoration of The Most 

Blessed Sacrament Society, Lent, Lithuanian Nation-

al Catholic Church, Liturgy of The P.N.C.C., Maria 

Konopnicka Society, Mariavites, Mary Mother of 

Jesus, Music, Concerts, Choirs, Old Catholic Church, 

Orthodox, Polish Catholic Church (From 1953), 

Polish National Alliance, P.N.C.C. in Poland (Until 

1952), Polish National Union, Polish Schools, Lan-

guage, Polonia, Protestant Churches, Roman Catholic 

Church - Polish Clergy; Sacraments, Baptism, Con-

firmation, Eucharist, Matrimony, Penance, Word of 

God; Sermons: Bishop Leon Grochowski, Bishop 

Franciszek Hodur, Reverend Józef Kardaś, Reverend 

Tomasz Kołakowski, Reverend Antoni Matla, Rever-

end Stanisław Mołoń, Reverend Edward Nar-

buttowicz,  Reverend Józef Nieminski, Reverend 

Wojciech Pietras, Reverend Antoni Rysz, Reverend 

Jan Siembida, Reverend Tadeusz Zielinski, Slovak 

National Catholic Church, Spójnia Home for the 

Aged, Supreme Council of the P.N.C.C., Synods of 

the P.N.C.C., Theological Seminary of the P.N.C.C., 

United Societies - General, United Societies of the 

Friends of the P.N.C.C. School, United Young Men’s 

Society of Resurrection, United Youth Association, 

and Women. The table of contents is also listed in 

Polish.  

As you can see, there are many topics to be re-

searched. A person just starting to use this index 

probably would start at the back of the book by 

checking the separate indexes. The first is a 23-page 

listing of authors, pseudonyms and cryptonyms 

which has 819 entries. Next is a 10-page listing of the 

names of people which has 364 entries. The third list-

ing is the 6-page summary of the 207 obituaries 

which are in the issues of Rola Boża - God’s Field. 

The index of geographical reference comprise 8 pag-

es and has 184 entries. Thirteen pages comprise the 

index for the fifty-eight different subjects covered by 

the issues of Rola Boża - God’s Field.  

The subjects and numbers of articles, in parentheses, 

in each of these 3,031 subjects included in this index 

are: Advent (22); Aid to Poland (86); All Souls Day 

(38); Anglican Church (6); Bishops of the P.N.C.C. 
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(23); Boys Defenders of the P.N.C.C. (4); Brazil - 

P.N.C.C. (7); Celibacy (6); Children and Youth 

(179); Christmas (123); Christmas Pastoral Visit 

(10); Clergy of the P.N.C.C. (214); Council of 

Churches (7); Croatian National Catholic Church (4); 

Czechoslovak National Catholic Church (9); Easter 

(56), Episcopal Church (21); Episcopal and P.N.C.C. 

(21); Eschatology (22); Feasts - American (40); 

Feasts of the P.N.C.C. (62); German Old Catholic 

Church (2); Girls Society of the P.N.C.C. (58); God’s 

Field (77); God’s Love Society (10); Independent 

Churches and Clergy (45); Index of Parishes 

(P.N.C.C.) (21); Italian National Catholic Church (4); 

Ladies Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament So-

ciety (140); Lent (28); Lithuanian National Catholic 

Church (6); Liturgy of the P.N.C.C. (40); Maria 

Konopnicka Society (63); Mariavites (22); Mary 

Mother of Jesus (50); Music, Concerts, Choirs (109); 

Old Catholic Church (26); Orthodox Church (8); 

Polish Catholic Church (36); Polish National Alli-

ance (23); P.N.C.C. in Poland (417); Polish National 

Union (158); Polish School, Language (96); Polonia 

(213); Protestant Churches (6); Roman Catholic 

Church (46); Sacraments, Baptism (6), Confirmation 

(3), Eucharist (14), Matrimony (15), Penance (27), 

Word of God (14); Sermons, Grochowski (11), Hafey 

(1), Hodur (90), Jasinski (1), Kardaś (1), Kołakowski 

(2), Matla (1), Mołoń (3), Narbuttowicz (1), Niemin-

ski (1), Pietras (1), Rysz (1), Siembida (1), Zielinski 

(2); Slovak National Catholic Church (8); Spójnia 

Home for the Aged (29); Supreme Council of the 

P.N.C.C. (55); Synods of the P.N.C.C. (162); Theo-

logical Seminary (86); United Societies (15); United 

Societies of the Friends of the P.N.C.C. Schools (26); 

United Young Men’s Society of Resurrection (117); 

United Youth Association (2); Women (18). 

You can get an understanding on what was important 

to the P.N.C.C. by checking the number of articles 

for 54 topics. Sixteen topics had from 1 through 9 

articles, There were seven articles from 10 through 

19. There were 13 topics from 20 through 29 articles. 

Two topics had between 30 through 39 articles and 

between 60 and 69 articles, and between 80 and 89, 

and between 200 and 299. One topic, God’s Field, 

had 77 articles, another, Polish School - Language, 

had 96 articles, and yet another, P.N.C.C. in Poland, 

had 417 articles.   

I urge you to use this book many times; there are 

many topics and subjects that are not well known in 

the church. It provides primary records to prepare 

papers that would shed light on the activities of com-

mittees, commissions, clergy and members of the 

P.N.C.C. Keeping a democratic church has never 

been easy. It needs our constant attention. Only by 

remembering our history will we be able to prosper 

and grow. 

Joseph Francis Seliga, 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives  
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Time to rejoice! 

Want to sound heavenly?. 

Purchase a P.N.C.C. Hymnal and sing joyous songs! 

Hard Cover $25.00/each + $5.00/each Shipping; Spiral Bound: $30.00/each + $5.00/each  Shipping 

Send check or money order in USD, 

payable to National United Choirs, to: 

P. Kazinetz 

736 Beechwood Drive 

Olyphant, PA 18447 

The Solemnity of Humble Shepherds is Sunday, December 29, 2019.  A full 

color brochure describing this unique P.N.C.C. feast is again available for 

purchase from the Office of the Prime Bishop.  

25 brochures: $8.50 

50 brochures: $15.00 

75 brochures: $21.50 

100 brochures: $27.50 

(All prices include shipping costs.) 

Checks, payable to P.N.C.C. Book Department, should be sent to: 

P.N.C.C. Book Department 

National Church Center 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Order forms are available online at: 

http://www.pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/

solemnities_brochures_order_form.pdf 

The Solemnity of Humble Shepherds Pamphlets Available to Parishes 
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2020 P.N.C.C. Home Liturgical Calendar 

SEND PAYMENT AND ORDERS TO: 

P.N.C.C. CENTER 

Attn: Julie Orzell 

1006 Pittston Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18505-4109 
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2020 Liturgical Reference Calendar of the P.N.C.C. (Ordo) 

The 2020 Liturgical Reference Calendar — Ordo is available for ordering at this time. The cost of the Liturgi-

cal Calendar is $12.75 per book for pick-up orders or $15.50 per book for mail orders to U.S.; $22.75 per book 

for mail orders to Canada. (Please note that additional shipping costs may accrue for large volume orders de-

pending on weight and distance shipped. Additional Shipping costs will be invoiced accordingly.) 

To order your 2020 Ordo, please fill out the order form, below, and mail it with your payment. Your Ordo(s) 

will be shipped upon receipt of your payment. 

As you are aware, over the past several years we experienced a steady decline in donations for the printing of 

the LRC, and also several parishes requested additional Ordos and did not pay for them, so the National 

Church has been continually losing money on this project. Unfortunately, because of this, every person and 

parish is now required to pay for the 2020 LRC prior to us shipping you a copy (or copies). No phone orders or 

email orders will be shipped until full payment has been received. No exceptions. 

We appreciate your support for this very important P.N.C.C. liturgical reference calendar. 
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Central Diocese 

Appreciation Dinner for Those Who Serve 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA 

Holy Mother of Sorrows held an Appreciation 

Dinner for First Responders, Veterans, Community, 

Parishioners and Friends  on Saturday, November 9, 

2019.   The turkey breast dinner was in conjunction 

with Veterans Day, as a tribute to those who serve 

the nation and our community.  Along with others, 

the following were in attendance: Dupont Fire Hose 

Company, Dupont Police, Dupont Veterans, Greater 

Pittston AMVETS and Pittston Twp. EMS.  The 

meal consisted of turkey breast, gravy, stuffing, 

mashed potatoes, corn, cranberry sauce, dessert and 

beverage. The Dinner was free of charge and spon-

sored by Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, 

PA. We express our thanks to all of our volunteers 

who prepared it.   

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

Dupont Police and Fire Fighters with Very Rev. Dawid 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish Volunteers 

Pittston Township EMTs and Very Rev. Dawid 

Pittston AMVETS with Very Rev. Dawid 

Dupont Veterans 
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Community Thanksgiving Prayer Service at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish 

Dupont, PA 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA, hosted 

the 11th Community Thanksgiving Prayer Service on 

Sunday, November 24, 2019. Parishioners from Holy 

Mother of Sorrows P.N.C.C. Parish, Sacred Heart of 

Jesus R.C.C. Parish, and all those who live in Dupont 

and the surrounding vicinities attended. 

Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, pastor, presided over the 

prayer service. Mayor of Dupont, Dan Lello, wel-

comed everyone who gathered in the church. Rev. 

Thomas Petro, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 

proclaimed the Gospel and homily. 

The combined choirs, under the direction of Jan 

Cwikla, Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish organist, 

performed several Thanksgiving hymns. Jack Wall 

Sr., David Petrosky Jr., David Fritz Jr., and Daniel 

Lello were the readers . 

During the service, a collection was taken for the 

needy in the greater Pittston, PA, area. Following the 

Prayer Service, all were invited to the Frank Bednash 

Memorial Parish Hall for a wonderful spread of re-

freshments and fellowship. 

Special thanks to Carol Bondurich who, with the help 

of Lois McHugh, Rose Kazinetz and Mary Jo Sear-

foss, prepared the parish hall and the refreshments. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

Combined Choirs of Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish and 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish 

 

David Fritz Jr., David Petrosky Jr., Mayor Dan Lello, 

Rev. Thomas Petro, Very Zbigniew Dawid, Jack Wall Sr., 

Paul Kaspriskie Jr. 

Lois McHugh, Carol Bondurich, Mary Jo Searfoss, 

Rose Kazinetz 
Fellowship in the Parish Hall 
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Seniorate Advent Penitential Service 

St. Stanislaus Cathedral, Scranton, PA 

The Annual Advent Penitential Service for the Scran-

ton Seniorate of the Central Diocese of the P.N.C.C. 

was held on Saturday, November 30, 2019 at St. 

Stanislaus Cathedral (lower chapel). The theme of 

this Advent Service was: "God Has Visited His Peo-

ple." 

Bishop Bernard Nowicki presided over the service. 

Fr. Sr. Zbigniew Dawid delivered the homily. Prime 

Bishop Anthony Mikovsky conducted the Benedic-

tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Fr. Janusz Lu-

carz assisted in the service. 

Other clergy present: PB Emeritus John Swantek, Fr. 

Sr. William Chromey, Fr. Walter Placek and Fr. Car-

men Bolock. Parishioners from Scranton, Dupont, 

Dickson City and Duryea attended. 

The Advent season is a time of preparation that both 

directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second com-

ing at the end of time and also to the anniversary of 

the Lord’s birth on Christmas. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 

Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Rev. Janusz Lucarz 
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St. Mary’s Parish Hosts Four-Boro Ministerium Thanksgiving Service 

Jackie Borthwick-Galvin—Duryea News—Greater Pittston Progress, Sunday, December 8, 2019 

As it is always done in the Duryea, PA, area just be-

fore Thanksgiving, the churches of Duryea and the 

Four-Boro Ministerium came together for their annu-

al Thanksgiving Eve service. Each year the service 

rotates between the churches of Duryea. This year, St. 

Mary’s Polish National Catholic Church was the host 

parish. Special guest homilist was the Most Rev. An-

thony A. Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church. 

One of the purposes of the service, along with pro-

moting unity between the faiths, is the support of the 

food pantry at Moosic United Methodist Church. 

Those attending brought non-perishable food items to 

stock the shelves of the pantry. A monetary offering 

also was given to the pantry.  A fellowship hour fol-

lowed in the Parish Hall.  

Clergy taking part in the service from left, are the Rev. Philip Saladek, pastor of Queen of Apostles Roman Catholic Church, Avoca; 

the Rev. Carmen G. Bolock, pastor of St. Mary’s Polish National Catholic Church, Duryea; Prime Bishop Anthony A. Mikovsky, the 

Rev. Dr. Michael Shambora, pastor of Moosic United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church, Old Forge, and the 

Rev. John Padlenak, pastor of Nativity of Our Lord Roman Catholic Church, Duryea. 
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Eastern Diocese 
Operation Christmas Child 

Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA 

On November 10, 2019, following Holy Mass, the 

youth of Blessed Trinity Parish packed  over 75 box-

es for Operation Christmas Child.  These boxes con-

tain gifts that will be given as Christmas presents to 

children who live in extreme poverty. Before the 

boxes were packed Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, 

pastor, led the youth in prayer for all those who will 

receive them that the light and presence of Christ 

may be upon them and give them Hope. A big thanks 

to these youth for their efforts and to all who donated 

to this cause. Disciples of the Lord are we!  

Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr. 
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Blessed Trinity Parish Celebrates 25th Anniversary of Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr. 

Fall River, MA 

On Sunday, November 17th Very Rev. Robert M. 

Nemkovich, Jr., celebrated his 25th Anniversary of 

ordination to the priesthood and 25 years as Pastor of 

Blessed Trinity Parish. Prime Bishop Anthony 

Mikovsky and Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert Nem-

kovich were present at this special occasion that was 

focused on parish and community. Prime Bishop 

Mikovsky delivered the homily and the parish youth 

sang a special song, as did Laurie and Adam. 

After Mass a Luncheon was held in the Parish Hall. 

Greetings and Thank Yous were given from many 

across the Fall River, MA, community that Fr. Sr. 

Rob has worked with through the years: the Fall Riv-

er Police Department, MA State Representatives, the 

Fall River Mayor–elect, Alcoholics Anonymous; 

Narcotics Anonymous, Fall River Falcons & Neigh-

borhood Watch. Reflections were given by Fr. Sr. 

Rob’s son, Eric, Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert and 

Fr. Sr. Rob’s son, Cliff, gave the toast. The parish 

youth again honored Fr. Sr. Rob by wearing specially 

made G.O.A.T. shirts. 

Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr. 
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Thanksgiving Day Community Turkey Dinner Served 

Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA 

Parishioners at Blessed Trinity Parish in Fall River, 

MA, along with the local neighborhood watch group, 

prepared and served the seventh community dinner 

for those in need and those alone in the Fall River, 

MA, community. 

A wonderful group of volunteers donated their time, 

talent and treasure to serve more than 150 meals. 

There were also three tables of hand-knitted scarfs 

and hats that were given to those in need. 

This has become a joint effort of Blessed Trinity Par-

ish and the local neighborhood watch group under the 

coordination of Kathy Nemkovich - another job very 

well done!  
Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich, Jr. 

Blessed Trinity Parish Youth Hold Spaghetti Dinner 

Fall River, MA 

The Youth Group of Blessed Trinity Parish held a 

Spaghetti Supper on the evening of Saturday, De-

cember 7th. These dedicated parish youth made the 

time and commitment to be present to prepare and 

serve a delicious meal of spaghetti and meatballs.  

Following the dinner, an Advent Penitential Service 

followed so that participants could make time to pre-

pare and be ready for our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 
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Western Diocese 
100th Birthday Celebration at Holy Trinity Parish 

Kewanee, IL 

On Sunday, November 10th the oldest member of 

Holy Trinity Parish in Kewanee, IL, turned 100. 

Mary Rodak was born November 10th, 1919 in 

Kewanee, IL. She spent all of her life in Kewanee, 

working hard to raise her daughter, Nancy. She took 

good care of her parents, her brothers and provided 

great help to her daughter raising her twins, Brianna 

and Carissa Ball. The Holy Trinity Church was a 

very big part of her life. She is a very devoted mem-

ber of the church, member of the choir, and member 

of the Ladies Adoration Society. Now when her 

physical strength is diminished she is residing at the 

Kewanee Care Nursing Home. Mary likes when her 

daughter comes and visits with her and delivers her 

the latest news from the church. Nancy always takes 

the church bulletin and reads it to her mother. She 

likes the visits of her pastor, Bishop-Elect Father 

Senior Jerry Rafalko. Mary understands the Polish 

language and she likes to say the Lord’s Prayer in the 

Polish language.  

From a family of 12 children, only two are left now; 

Mary in Kewanee, and her brother, Paul, living in 

Washington State. Many nieces, nephews, and parish 

members joined Nancy and Carissa for the Holy 

Mass celebrated for Mary’s Birthday. Bishop-Elect 

Father Senior Jerry Rafalko preached the Word of 

God and expressed good wishes to the jubilarian, 

Mary Rodak. After Holy Mass we all sang to Mary 

“Happy Birthday” and “Sto Lat.” 

Mary with her granddaughter Carissa and daughter Nancy 

Mary in 2009 

Mary’s Birthday Cake 
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Divine Word Parish Welcomes Bishop-elect Rafalko 

Chicago, IL 

The Divine Word Parish Committee gathered for 

their monthly meeting on Friday, November 8th. Pas-

tor of the Parish, Father Antulio, opened the meeting 

with a prayer and welcomed the newly-elected bishop 

of our diocese, Bishop-Elect Jerry Rafalko. Members 

of the parish discussed many important issues related 

to parish business. Members of the parish presented 

to the Bishop-Elect a beautiful cake with written 

wishes in the Spanish language. Bishop-Elect Ra-

falko expressed special appreciation for the very 

warm welcome and asked to cut the cake and then 

shared it among everyone gathered at the event. The 

cake was so delicious! 

Bishop-Elect Rafalko delivered his remarks at the 

end of the meeting and prayed together with every-

one present. Submitted by Bishop-Elect Jarosław Rafalko 

First Holy Communion at St. Mary’s Parish 

Parma, OH 

On Sunday, November 3rd, after a period of study 

that began in the spring of 2019, Ms. Makenzie was 

called by God to receive her First Holy Communion 

at the 9:00 a.m. Holy Mass at St. Mary’s Parish in 

Parma, OH.  

Makenzie, or Mak-Mak, has been a fixture at St. 

Mary’s Parish the last number of months, participat-

ing in SOCL, Food Ministry, and attending extra 

Masses during the summer months on Mondays, fol-

lowed by catechism class.  

Surrounded by family and friends, she enjoyed her 

“1st” big day in a white dress at St. Mary’s Parish.  In 

his homily, Fr. Jason noted her devotion to the people 

of St. Mary’s Parish, very wisely and prudently 

choosing Josephine “The Matriarch” Ference as her 

“favorite person in the entire Church...I mean, the 

entire world!”  

God bless Mak-Mak as she continues her Christian 

journey at St. Mary’s Parish. 
Rev. Jason Soltysiak 
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Diaconate Ordination of Sub-Deacon Jim Ploskonka 

St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH 

The Ordination of Sub-Deacon Jim Ploskonka to the 

Major Order of Deacon took place on Sunday, 

November 10, 2019 at a 9:00 a.m. Holy Mass at St. 

Mary’s Polish National Catholic Church in Parma, 

OH.  

The congregation was honored by the presence of the 

minister of the Sacrament of Holy Orders, the Most 

Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the 

Polish National Catholic Church.  He traveled with 

his wife, Carol, from the See of the Church in 

Scranton, PA to be with St. Mary’s Parish on this 

wonderful November weekend. 

Mass began with the Processional Hymn and led by 

the thurifer, Mr. Damion, the crucifer, Chuck 

Repede, followed by the Love of God Sodality, the 

Candidate for Holy Orders, and the attending clergy.  

Clergy in attendance were: Rev. John Kowalczyk, 

Pastor of St. Michael the Archangel Parish in Cedar 

Lake, IN, and Master of Ceremonies of the Ordina-

tion Mass; Rev. David Gaydos, Reserve priest of the 

Central Diocese; Rev. John Cramer, Pastor of Our 

Savior Parish in Dearborn Hts., MI, and Arch-

Deacon of the Ordination Mass; and Rev. Jason 

Soltysiak, Pastor of St. Mary’s Parish.  

Per parish tradition, a second Processional Hymn was 

sung, in welcoming our guest in the episcopacy.  

“Witaj, pasterze, witaj!” was sung by the choir as the 

Prime Bishop made his way to the foot of the sanctu-

ary to be welcomed by parish Financial Secretary, Jo 

Ann Long, with the traditional gift of bread and salt.  

High Holy Mass began with the Prime Bishop wel-

coming us to this unique event.  He made note of 

how the candidate was off  to the side in the sanctu-

ary in preparation.  Indeed, Sub-Deacon Jim sat with 

a candle and his soon-to-be-worn dalmatic draped 

over his right arm.  After the Sacrament of Penance, 

the Altar was ceremoniously incensed by the Cele-

brant with assistance from the MC. 

The readers of the day’s readings were Carole D’Ar-

cy and a recently-trained Nate Ploskonka, son of the 

ordination candidate.  Barb Bogzevitz would later do 

the intercessions.  The alleluia was spoken by the 

Prime Bishop, and from this point, the Rite of Ordi-

nation would begin. 
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The Rite begins with the calling-forward of the can-

didate by the Arch-Deacon before the Bishop. As the 

Arch-Deacon traditionally holds a role in the for-

mation of the Candidate, the bishop questions the 

worthiness of the Candidate, to which the Arch-

Deacon responds affirmatively.  The Bishop instructs 

the congregation on the role of a Deacon, and the Lit-

any of Saints follows. The Litany of Saints is chant-

ed, usually by a member of the clergy, while the Can-

didate lies prostrate on the floor outside of the Sanc-

tuary. This humble prayerful pose allows for incredi-

ble interior focus and prayer from the Candidate, all 

while the name of God is invoked, saints are asked to 

pray for all present, and divine protection is request-

ed from Heaven.  As the Litany crescendos, the bish-

op stands with full authority, miter-on-head and cro-

zier-in-hand, and blesses the candidate for his up-

coming ministry. 

As one who is now chosen to proclaim the Gospel, 

preach, and minster in a greater way, the Candidate is 

now called to kneel before the bishop to receive the 

Holy Spirit.  The Candidate then receives the stole, 

crossed over his heart, and the dalmatic, the vesture 

of his office as Deacon. Next, the Candidate receives  

the Book of Gospels as he prepares to proclaim the 

Gospel for the first time before the Congregation.  As 

Deacon, this is the first of his “privileges,” where, if 

he is present at Mass on the Altar, he is to be the one  

to proclaim the Gospel. He then receives the final 

blessing of the Ordination Rite.  As Deacon Jim was 

now ordained, the MC organized a Gospel proces-

sion; for many in the parish, it was the first time they 

can recall witnessing one.  Appropriately, the Gospel 

was proclaimed from the middle of the church, or, as 

the Prime Bishop would preach moments later, from 

within the midst of all believers, to the four corners 

of the world.  Prime Bishop also preached about the 

new tasks of  the office, how the congregation would 

have to “adjust” to someone they’ve known for a 

long while becoming a minster of the altar, and the 

responsibilities that the neo-deacon now carries with 

him. 

After the inspiring Homily by the Prime Bishop, our 

Faith was proclaimed in the Nicene Creed and our 

petitions extended in our Prayers of the Faithful.  The 

Offertory ensued, with the Deacon now having taken 

his place at the Prime Bishop’s right hand, assisting 

appropriately at Holy Mass.  As this was a High Ho-

ly Mass, the gifts were incensed, and the Deacon 

now was able to incense the clergy in the Sanctuary 

as well as those seated in the nave of the church, the 

blessing with incense reminding them that, like the 

bread and wine on the altar, they too are holy and 

chosen by God. 

At the Canon of the Mass, the Con-Celebrants came 

forward to pray the words of Consecration with the 

Prime Bishop.  After the congregation came together  

to sing the Lord’s Prayer and the following prayers, 

the Sign of Peace was exchanged amongst  

the clergy and assistants at the altar as well as within 

the congregation.  “Dona Nobis Pacem” was raining 

down from the choir loft as all in attendance shared 

that ancient kiss of peace.  The second privilege of 

the Deacon is to be the one to introduce the call for 

the sign of peace to be exchanged. The neo-Deacon 

was then afforded the opportunity to distribute Holy 

Communion at Sunday Mass for the first time, along 

with the Prime Bishop.  After, he continued to assist 

at Mass as Deacon, cleaning the vessels to be put 

away before Mass continued.   Following the closing 

prayers, the Deacon’s final privilege at Mass is to 

chant the dismissal, which he did with much gusto.  

All present then knelt for the Episcopal Blessing, and 

Mass concluded with “Tyle Lat” as well as a hymn 

Deacon Jim composed, “Go in  Peace.”  

After a short greeting in the church as well as some 

pictures, a short banquet was held in Deacon Jim’s 

honor in the Fellowship Hall.  Michele Misiewicz-

Barry was the MC of the banquet, leading us appro-

priately through the program.  Bill Zychowski played 

some familiar piano music while we ate a wonderful 

brunch supplied by various members of the congre-

gation.  Gifts were later presented, as well as flowers 

to the Prime Bishop and the pastor of St. Mary’s, and 

Deacon Jim and Prime Bishop would conclude with 

a few words offered for those in attendance.  

May God bless Deacon Jim Ploskonka as he has be-

gun this new portion of his ministry, and may God 

continue to bless the wonderful things happening at 

St. Mary’s Parish. 
Rev. Jason Soltysiak 
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