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7th Michigan group at Cascades Park – Our FINAL Jackson Muster Work Party – 
August 16, 2014. Photo by Steve Hainstock

  
   The Michigan Capitol was originally designed as a tribute and memorial to the sacrifice that our state made in the Civil 
War. To help commemorate that war and to pay tribute to the fallen, there were two Civil War cannon on the grounds of 
the east lawn, flanking the entryways. These cannon were a part of the Civil War six-gun Loomis Battery that bravely 
served our country with great distinction during the conflict. Sadly, it is believed that these cannon were contributed to a 
scrap metal drive during WWII. It is now with great pride that two replicas of these famous guns have been produced, 
through the generous support of numerous donors, will be returned to their rightful place of honor on the State Capital 
lawn. Civil War Reenactors and Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic are invited to participate in the unveiling 
ceremony that will take place on August 8th.Reenactor and Allied Orders of the GAR Registration Contact: Keith G. 
Harrison at pcinc@prodigy.net. Ceremony Contact: Matt VanAker at MVanacker@legislature.mi.gov 

   As was mentioned in the bulk email which went out to all members recently, Captain Slayton requests  all participants to 
arrive at the Capitol between 11:15-11:30am, to find parking, meet, and get lined up for the procession. The ceremony 
begins at noon. Please let him know, both military and civilian,  if you plan to attend. We hope for a  good showing there 
that day.

Dave Slayton     slaytondave@juno.com   or 517-663-4161

  Return of the State Capitol CannonReturn of the State Capitol Cannon

Saturday, August 8 – Lansing, MISaturday, August 8 – Lansing, MI
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Club LeadershipClub Leadership

New Member Chairman:
Jeff Verstraete (military & civilian)

jbvisme@gmail.com

President: Anson Roland
Vice President: Doug McComas

Secretary: Bill Jarrett
Treasurer: Don Everett

Military: Dave Slayton, Captain
Civilian Coordinator: Katie Everett

Board Members-at-Large:
    Jeff Verstraete, Rob Stone, Melissa Bateman

Quartermaster: Don Everett
Club Historian: Doug McComas

Webmaster: Dennis Zank

Website: www.7thmichigan.us

Annual Membership Dues:
$16.00 – single
$19.20 – family

$6.00 – to receive newsletter as
non-participating/non-voting member

               Mail payments or inquiries to:                    
     7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Co. B, Inc.     

 P.O. Box 16206, Lansing, MI 48901-6206

Newsletter Submission Guidelines:
Thanks to all who submitted information

 for this month's issue.
Deadline date for submissions is the 25th of each 
month . Please have all reports, articles, notices, 

etc. in print-ready form. I am able to accept 
documents in most of the usual word processing 
programs or formats. If accompanying maps or 

images are needed, please include (in jpg format), 
if possible. Be sure to ascertain that any items 

coming from another source are properly credited, 
or have obtained reprint permission. Personal news 
items are welcomed and encouraged, or photos of 

special events. Original articles 
(800-1000 word limit) pertaining to the 

Civil War or reenacting are also desired.

Email submissions to me at:
7thminewsletter@gmail.com

Or mail to:
736 Gettysburg Ave.
Jackson, MI 49203

Thank-you.

       Ellyn Painter, Editor

Quartermaster Report

ATTENTION: we have a fresh supply of powder and caps. The 
new price is $15 for 1 pound of Goex FFFg and $8 for a tin of 100 
caps. While the cost of powder is up the cost of caps is down 
making the cost of a pound of powder and a tin of caps the same 
as last year - $23. We also have 2 pounds of #3 Goex Skirmish 
powder for anyone that would like to try it and report back. 

                                                         ---Don Everett, Quartermaster 

         7th MI Members Pictured in          
Michigan History Magazine

I recently saw several of our members pictured in the July/Aug. 
2015 (current) issue of Michigan History magazine, as part of an 
advertisement page about the 7th Annual Van Raalte Farm Civil 
War Muster which will take place the weekend of Sept. 19-20, as 
we all know. The photo shows a large group of Union soldiers 
posing in front of what I assume to be the Van Raalte house. Don't 
know how old the photo is, and  the individual  faces  were   small, 
but I was able to pick out Doug McComas, Jim MacKinnon, and I 
think Tom Emerick  and one or both of the Conklin brothers. If you 
know the photo I mean and I missed you, Sorry!         ---The Editor

                                                                       

 

   Ella Sharp Park (Jackson) 
Announces Annual Civil War 

Encampment in 2016

The club Minutes of June 20, 2015 (under section B, New 
Business) referenced a new “school days program with military 
drills, civilians, and encampments” at Ella Sharp Park in Jackson, 
MI, to begin in May of next year. 

The detailed description, below, of the planned event activities 
comes from an online Facebook posting by Traie Shelhart of the 
18th Indiana Light Artillery, dated June 18. Our 7th  MI President, 
Anson Roland, informs me that we will be discussing the 
possibiliity of our participation in this annual event in the near 
future. Stay tuned for updates.       ---The Editor

June 18, 2015

Greetings, fellow Civil War living historians!

Ella Sharp Museum in Jackson, MI is hosting its first annual Civil 
War Days on May 20-21, 2016 and we would like your 
participation! The 19th century historic buildings around the 
museum’s campus provide unique opportunities for an interactive 
Civil War encampment as participants will have the opportunity to 
utilize and occupy them for scenarios throughout the weekend. 
The military focus of the encampment will be Michigan troops at 
Jackson’s Camp Blair in May 1864. 

    Continued on Page 4...... 2

http://www.7thmichigan.us/
mailto:7thminewsletter@gmail.com


A big thank youA big thank you to Tom and Joan 
Emerick for inviting us into their beautiful home 
for a pot luck lunch, and left overs and hot dogs 
after the parade. The turnout for the parade was 
fantastic with people lining both sides of the 
street along the entire route. It was a great day. 
Thanks from all of us who attended this event.       
                           ---Sandra McCarrick  

A good sized group of 7th  MI folk turned 
out to represent our unit in Mason on 
Independence Day. In the afternoon, 
ladies' sewing, and lawn and table 
games were demonstrated at the 
Historical Museum, as well as a camp 
equipment display by our military. In the 
evening, the group participated in a town 
parade, and afterward went to the 
Emericks' home for hot dogs and 
potluck food. 

July 4,     July 4,     
   2015    2015 
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5. Civil War Medicine. In and around the Ella Sharp Farm woodshop, museum staff, reenactors, and volunteers will 
engage children in learning the vast differences between modern and Civil War era medical practices, including 
remedies, treatments, and   sanitary  practices.  Student  hands-on   activity:  making medicines in the mortar & pestle, 
using an 1860s stethoscope, and applying a bandage to a soldier’s injury.

6. Spy Decoding. In the 1840s Tower Barn, museum staff, reenactors, and volunteers will help children learn about 
military communication and information gathering using coded messages and the roles of civilian men and women as 
spies. Student hands-on activity: decipher a coded message and send a reply.

7. Camp Blair Recruiting/Draft Office. On the porch of the Print Shop, civilian and military reenactors will attempt to 
recruit children for volunteer service to “avoid the draft” in Michigan in 1864. Each student will be added to the muster 
roll of Co. G, 17th Michigan Infantry regiment, and be subjected to a routine fitness test. Student hands-on activity: 
filling out their enlistment papers with period pen & ink; taking an oath of allegiance to the Union

8. Camp Life of a Volunteer. In the military camp, located behind the General Store, military reenactors will engage 
students in learning the aspects of typical army camp life in 1861. Students will learn about uniforms, equipment, and 
daily duties performed by a Civil War soldier.

9. School of the Soldier. Military reenactors will instruct students in the basic movements of a regimental company in 
first person as they transform their group into a proper two-rank Civil War formation. Students will learn the very basics 
of company-level maneuvers, including right and left face, marching by files and flanks, and right & left wheel. Teachers 
and parent chaperones will serve as NCOs.

After the school programs end at 2pm, reenactors will have the opportunity to relax and tour the historic buildings on 
campus. Those who are joining us for the remainder of the weekend will have plenty of time and assistance setting up 
their camps if not already done so Thursday night or early Friday morning.

                                                                                                                                  Continued on next page......

Continued from Page 2......

Friday, May 20th will be focused solely upon educational 
programming for 4th grade class groups from area schools – 
the only such event of its kind in the Jackson area designed 
specifically for students. Ideally, we would like to see 250+ 
children in attendance that day. Programs will begin at 9am. 
Groups will be divided equally amongst the nine educational 
tour stops and will follow a rotating schedule during their time 
at the museum – 5 stations in the morning; 4 in the afternoon. 
School programming will end at 2pm. We need reenactor 
participation – whether you are a civilian or military living 
historian – at each of these stations for 25min programs. 5 
minutes between programs has been allotted for groups to 
switch stations and for interpreters to take a short break and 
reload. A 20min lunch break is scheduled for 11:30am. The 
tour stops are as follows:

1. The Underground Railroad in Jackson. Museum staff & 
civilian reenactors will interpret Jackson’s role in the 
Underground Railroad and pre-war abolitionist movement in 
the 1860s Eli Stillson Log House. Student hands-on activity: 
quilt coding.

2. Civil War Cooking. Military reenactors stationed at the 
outhouse fit pit will discuss typical army fare during the Civil 
War, including how rations were issued, prepared, and stored 
both in static camps and on the march. Student hands-on 
activity: assist with food prep and sample hardtack.

3. Jackson Historical Society. Military reenactors and 
volunteers from the Jackson Historical Society will present 
Jackson’s role in Michigan’s contributions to the Union war 
effort. Student hands-on activity: handle actual & 
reproduction Civil War artifacts.

4. Ladies / Michigan Aid Society. On the porch of the Ella 
Sharp House, museum staff and civilian reenactors 
willprovide insight into the efforts of Michigan civilians on the 
homefront to aid in the war effort and ease the hardships 
soldiers endured during their time in the service. Student 
hands-on activity: roll muslin bandages.
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Ella Sharp, continued from previous page....

Saturday, May 21st will be our main public event day. The campus will be open to the public starting at 9am. Military duties 
and times will be finalized at a later date, but will include: morning formation, sick call, guard mount, ration issue at 
breakfast, dinner, and supper, drill (including school of the soldier, company drill, skirmish drill, and bayonet drill), muster 
for pay, and evening parade. Programs for the public will occur at specific times throughout the day (11a, Noon, 1p, and 
2p) and will include the following: 1) Ladies/Michigan Aid Society on the front porch of the Ella Sharp House; 2) Medical 
Triage at the Woodshop; 3) Jackson’s Role in the Underground Railroad at the Stillson Log House; and 4) Recruiting the 
1861 Volunteer at the Print Shop. Anyone wishing to participate in any or all of these programs, please feel free to express 
interest! The museum’s General Store will also be opened to the public and manned by costumed staff or volunteers 
throughout the day.

Saturday, following supper @5pm, evening tours for the public will begin. 15 minute program stations. Programs TBD, but 
will likely include: 1) 1860s Ladies Fashion on the porch of the farmhouse, 2) Camp Life (in first person) in the military 
camp, 3) Court Martial Proceedings (in first person) in the Tower Barn, 4) Treating Camp Illness at the Hospital Tent

Basic amenities will be provided, including sufficient period foodstuffs to cover three ration issues for the military camp.

If anyone is interested in attending, participating, or helping plan this event, please feel free to contact Amy Fracker at 
Amyf@ellsharp.org / 517.787.2320 ext 250 or myself at Traies@ellasharp.org / 517.945-8717. If interested parties are in 
the Jackson area, especially in August during the Jackson Civil War Muster, please feel free to stop by the museum to 
familiarize yourself with the museum campus and its historic buildings. Please feel free to share, share, share this event 
information with anyone and everyone you might know!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/18th-Indiana-Light-Artillery/445053922210697

“A copy of the minutes of previous club meetings
 is available upon request to all members in good 
standing.” 
 William Jarrett, Club Secretary

 btjarrett@aol.com
Mason, MI 4Mason, MI 4thth of July Parade of July Parade

This excellent shot was taken for us by an accommodating  
bystander as we sat on our float awaiting the start of the 
parade. Photo courtesy of  Ellyn Painter. More photos – pg. 3
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August 2015 Civil War Sesquicentennial ReportAugust 2015 Civil War Sesquicentennial Report

Of the 146 Sesquicentennial events listed thus far on the Reenactors’ Civil War
Sesquicentennial Calendar for 2015 on the Michigan Civil War Sesquicentennial History Partners’ website 

(www.micw150.us), 11 have been reported for August. Additional informationon each of these events may be 
obtained by going to www.micw150.us/2015events.htm and clicking on the month in question.

--August 2015--

1 - 2. Civil War Days 2015 (228 South Ridge Street, Sanilac County Village and Museum, Port Sanilac,
Michigan). Website and Registration: http://sanilaccountymuseum.org. Contact Email:

sanilacmuseum.org or by Telephone at 810-622-9946.
5 & 12. Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and Museum (224 S. Main Street, Eaton Rapids,

Michigan). 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM. Website: http://garmuseum.com/. Contact: Deb Malewski, Board
Secretary, at GARmichigan@gmail.com/.

7. Presentation: Michigan in the Civil War (Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick, Charlotte,
Michigan). 7:00 PM. Contact: Shirley Hodges at genealogyshirl@hotmail.com.

7 - 9. Civil War Reenactment Hale Farm & Village Civil War Reenactment (Hale Farm & Village,
2686 Oak Hill Road, Bath, Ohio). Website and Registration:

http://www.wrhs.org/Properties/Civil_War_Reenactment_Encampment. Contact:
halereservations@wrhs.org or by telephone at 330-666-3711.

8. Return of Loomis Cannon to State Capitol Lawn (Michigan State Capitol, Lansing. Michigan).
Noon. The Michigan Capitol was originally designed as a tribute and memorial to the sacrifice that our
state made in the Civil War. Reenactor and Allied Orders of the GAR Registration Contact: Keith G.

Harrison at pcinc@prodigy.net or Matt VanAker at MVanacker@legislature.mi.gov
8 - 9. Chesterfield Civil War Days (Chesterfield Historical Village Park, 47275 Sugarbush Rd -

Between 21 Mile and Cotton Rds, Chesterfield Township, Michigan). Hosts: 15th Michigan, Company B
and 8th Arkansas. Suggested donations: $1.00 per adult, $2.00 Families. Website:
http://chesterfieldhistoricalsociety.org. Contact: Tommy Spanski at 313-779-3357.

15. Annual Sunfield Farmers’ Picnic and Parade (M-43, Sunfield, Michigan). All Day. Website:
http://suvcw.org/mi/017/announcements.htm. Contact: Paul David Arnold at

arnoldsuvcwmi@sbcglobal.net.
19. Civil War Discovery Camp (Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and Museum, 224 S.

Main Street, Eaton Rapids, Michigan). 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. The camp is open to children between 8
and 12 years of age. Cost $20 per camper. Lunch will be provided. Website:

http://garmuseum.com/. Contact: Deb Malewski, Board Secretary, at GARmichigan@gmail.com/.
22 - 23. 31st Annual Jackson, Michigan Cascades Civil War Muster (Cascades Falls Park, 1401 S

Brown St, Jackson, Michigan). Battles Saturday and Sunday, Military Ball Saturday night, Night
Artillery Firing. Special Impression Area. Reenactor Registration form:

http://www.civilwarmuster.org/index.php/participate/reenactment-pre-registration. Contact: Kim Conant
at kimc62@gmail.com or by Telephone at 517-262-6391.

28 - 30. Civil War Reenactment Battle of Richmond, Kentucky (1546 Battlefield Memorial Hwy,
Richmond Kentucky). On line Registration: http://www.battleofrichmond.org/registration/4575248958.

Contact 859-624-0013.
30. Program We Hunble Ourselves (Dearborn, Michigan). It’s a 2 hour symphony concert and a sing-along.

Website: http://www.WeHumbleOurselves.com. Contact: Telephone at 313-996-5129.

Keith G. Harrison, Chair
7th Michigan Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee

_____________________________________________________________________
The Michigan Civil War Sesquicentennial History Partners is composed of over 1,000 Civil War 

reenactors and  living history historians; patriotic and hereditary organizations; scholars and 
educators, roundtables; local and  statewide libraries, historical societies, genealogical societies; 

local and statewide museums; and numerous local  Michigan communities that sponsor special and 
annual historical programs related to the Civil War Each year the History Partners hosts the annual 

Reenactors’ Conference inNovember and creates the statewide Reenactors’ Events Calendar.
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