
The Reefer Unit - As you approach the reefer unit scan for any visual signs of exterior damage, leaking fluid, 
or other abnormal wear and tear. If you intend to complete a full unit inspection – ensure that the master 
power disconnect switch is toggled off. The moving machinery can be very dangerous if the unit turns on 
expectedly while under inspection. Opening the unit, check the door, door latches, and hinges. Do a visual 
inspection of the unit – scanning for frayed wired, damaged hoses, or any other easy to spot damage. 
Another item important to check are the engine belts. Excessive wear or excessive free play may lead to 
breakdowns in the future. Check the unit fluids ensuring oil and coolant are at safe levels. On the carrier X4 
7500, there is an electronic pre-trip inspection available from the panel itself. This will run an in-depth 
functionality scan for the reefer unit which can be ran while inspecting the other sections of the trailer. 
The Exterior of the Trailer - Moving clockwise around the trailer inspection the trailer wall for any missing 
rivets, dents, bowing or other damage. If installed, inspect the aerodynamic skirts for proper mounting and 
damage. With the lights engaged, ensure that the side lamps are flashing and operating properly. Make sure 
the DOT required reflective tap is in place around the skirt of the trailer. 
The Undercarriage of the Trailer - Moving underneath the unit inspect the undercarriage for any abnormal 
damage such as a bowing floor or damaged frame. Inspect the spare tire mount for security. Inspect all hoses 
and ensure they are not hanging loosely. With the brakes released on the trailer ONLY and a wheel chock 
in place if needed – listen for any air leaks throughout the air lines. Inspect the suspension for any cracks or 
damage. Inspect the brakes for brake life and check for any oil or grease around the brake drum. Oil or grease 
in this area indicates a wheel seal leak and should be repaired immediately. 
Tires and the Rear of the trailer - Tires are a critical part of safe operation of a commercial vehicle. Ensure 
proper inflation and that there is proper tread life on the tires (minimum DOT accepted tread depth is 2/32”) 
and that there is no abnormal wear or bulges on the tires. Inspect the lug-nuts for security. If there is a oiled 
wheel hub make sure the hub is filled to the safe hash mark. Make sure the trailer has properly mounted 
mudflaps. A properly mounted license plate. Ensure the lights are operating properly. Inspect the trailer doors 
for any missing hinges or bent door rod latches. Ensure both doors have chains for securement to the side of 
the unit when backing to load or unload. 
Inside the Trailer - Moving inside of the unit inspect the trailer walls for damage needing repairs. Inspect 
the loading equipment if present (bulkheads and load locks) for any abnormal damage preventing proper 
operation. Inspect the reefer head mold is secured and protecting the reefer unit. Inspect the reefer air chute 
for proper mounting throughout the length of the trailer. A fault air chute will disrupt proper air flow through 
the trailer box. As you exit the unit inspect the floor for any damage of debris. Ensure that your trailer is clean 
prior to being loaded. 

Common Violations Found During Trailer DOT Inspections:
 • Non-operable lamps     • Oil/grease leak
 • Tire tread depth less than 2/32”   • Brakes (general)
 • Brake hose chaffing or kinking   • Tires (general)
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