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This paper is being offered as part of the process in seeking ordination through the 

United Church of Christ. The first part of the paper will reflect my theological perspective in 

response to the United Christ of Christ Statement of Faith. All portions of the Statement of Faith

will be italicized. The second part of the paper will reflect my understanding and interpretation 

of the history and polity of the United Church of Christ. The last section of the paper is my 

personal faith pilgrimage. All scripture references are taken from the New International 

Version. This paper has been prepared for the Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky Association.

UCC Statement of Faith

Near my desk hangs a copy of a statement of faith from the United Church of Christ.  

This statement along with my theological and biblical study and reflection frame my testament 

of how God has worked and is working in the world. This rich document is filled with hope. Each

line gives light to emerging truth, power and unity. As I write with passion my response to this 

statement of faith from the United Church of Christ, I know that I am not alone. The first word 

“we” is unity in spirit of what we believe not in its completion but in its infinite wisdom. As a 

member of the Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky Association I have had the joy and benefit 

of working with folks that have revealed how this document is indeed a living document; a 

living document that inspires, empowers, and ignites the intelligence of the soul. 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and 

to your deeds we testify:

You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before each 

one the ways of life and death. You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.

You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and apostles.

I believe in God the creator, living, moving sustainer---the breathe of life, “ruach”, 

pulsating through all living beings. I believe in a Holy personal God who comprehends humanity
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completely and intimately as only a creator could. (Psalm 139:1 “O Lord, you have searched me 

and known me”). I believe God to be love, compassion, inexplicable goodness. I remember the 

first time I heard someone say “you can’t put God in a box.” This vision opened my mind to the 

ways of God- limitless. God has demonstrated that limitless might in insurmountable displays of

grace and transformational power. I have seen this divine intervention throughout poignant 

moments in my life and in the lives of those around me. I have been witness to the power of 

forgiveness and how it can lead to healing and a total turnabout of life. We read in the writings 

of the prophets God’s relentless pursuit of humanity. I believe God to be this pursuer exploring 

the passion of each creative heart and placing abundant love at the core of each being. I believe

God walks with us through every joy, devastation, triumph and defeat, and carries us in death. I

believe embracing this has led me into a deeper understanding of living life in humble 

awareness of its fragility and gives way to the immense courage it takes to navigate life. I 

believe God is a Holy mystery that is uncovered moment by precious moment. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have come to us 

and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to yourself. 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding 

in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.

God’s character is revealed in the life of Jesus Christ. In Jesus we are given the 

expression of God’s love, God’s love incarnate, the human one, the divine one, Emmanuel, God 

with us. In Jesus God shares the human experience. It is in the teachings and life of Jesus where 

I find identity and calling. Jesus once asked those close to him, “Who do you say that I am?” 

(Matthew 16:15, Mark 8:29, Luke 9:20). The United Church of Christ Statement of Faith 

proclaims an answer to that question. I stand in solidarity with the statement. Through the 

teachings and examples of Christ, we encounter the true essence of hospitality, inclusiveness, 

and fullness of life. Jesus models a vision of what true compassion, mercy, and saving grace can 

look like. Throughout the Gospels he reveals the nature of God as he encounters people right 

where they are on their journey of life. Jesus offers himself as a reflection of what a relationship
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with God can mirror. Despite rejection, suffering, and death at the hands of systemic iniquity, 

Jesus reaches out to connect his life with his disciples then, and I believe now. The power of the

risen Christ bridges the gap between God and humanity. 

John the Baptist points toward the essential knowledge of the authority of Jesus. When 

he proclaims that his joy is complete he acknowledges his place in history. John delivers the 

words that captivate my heart and ignites my soul as I minister.—“He must become greater; I 

must become less.” (John 3:30) I believe this means walking with Jesus will undoubtedly be 

clouded with tensions that cause us to render our human nature to God’s prophetic voice. It is 

in this statement that I find wisdom and strength to carry on as I believe God calls me. I find a 

kinship with John in these words. 

In a place called Gethsemane I am introduced to a young man who invokes a response 

from me. “A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they 

seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.” (Mark 14:51-52) This young man was 

witness to the collision of powers, the power of earthy mayhem and the power of the divine. 

Although many perspectives can be attributed to this young man, I see this as a call to follow 

him out into the world to spread the news of the power of Jesus. When I am stripped naked of 

worldly ways I am given clarity of spirit. 

In the wisdom of the criminal on the cross I encounter trust and relinquished power. 

“We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 

nothing wrong.” Then he said,” Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus 

answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:41-43) There is 

power in trust and power in powerlessness. 

Jesus is the pursuer come to life.  Jesus teaches us about reconciliation with God and 

with each other. It is in this understanding that I find momentum, determination, and joy. 
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You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your servants

in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and to resist the powers of evil, 

to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.

Opening the door to Christ’s church takes great courage, a willingness to accept 

suffering and the knowledge that there is truly joy in the journey. Roger Shinn, in his work 

Confessing Our Faith An Interpretation of the Statement of Faith of the United Church of Christ, 

sheds light as we ponder the calling of the church. “The church is a called and sent community. 

God creates the church by gathering and binding in covenant those who respond to God’s work 

in Christ.”1 It is in this thought process that I find myself once again engaged with the word 

covenant. Covenant and service are words that help me to define the work of the church. It is 

extremely evident as one reads mission statement after mission statement that we all vary in 

our views of what God is calling our particular part of the churchs’ (Christ’s) body to do. When 

churches do the hard work of grappling with what it is they are called to do in their community 

and out into the world, the result can be infectious good. It is in these moments that we find 

our passions, commonality, differences, and stand together as we discern what it truly means 

to be in service. When we lock arms saying, “Yes, we are different but we stand together 

against injustice and evil,” we are accepting the cost of discipleship knowing it will take us to 

places we thought we might never find ourselves. It is in these moments that we prioritize the 

desire to exhibit the fruit of the spirit: “But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self- control.” (Gal. 5:22)  The desire to share 

the Gospel message of the life of Christ is to reach out and introduce to the world that all are 

God’s beloved. The life of Christ speaks to us about this love and is an example of how to 

navigate life working with this knowledge deep inside. When we examine the life of Christ and 

look upon his baptism and join in communion we see relationship-building at its finest. Jesus 

joins in a human baptism—into the waters; a visible sign of an invisible holy connection. 

Baptism is the outward sign of an inward grace. When we baptize in the name of the Creator, 

1 Shinn, Roger Lincoln. Confessing our faith: an interpretation of the Statement of faith of the United Church of 
Christ. United Church Press, Cleveland, Ohio 1990 pg. 85
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Christ, Spirit we celebrate in a person a new life of commitment to something bigger than self, 

and a deep awareness of connectedness with God. In infant baptism we celebrate and promise 

to walk with, guide, and support the child as he/she discovers their life of faith. I believe 

baptism is a covenant of grace and evidence that we acknowledge the relationship we desire 

with God and each other. 

 Likewise in the offering of the bread and cup, the new covenant, we find Christ calling 

us deeper into fullness of grace through the remembrance of what his life teaches. The words 

“in remembrance “invites us to reflect on the life He led and the life into which He calls us. This 

call invites us to find reconciliation, grace, belonging, and energy to pursue the future. When 

we are invited to receive this banquet, we gather with God intertwined in a moment of holy 

mystery. I believe this is the prime example of what it means to be in covenant. 

When we as the church are called out into service we take with us the passion of Christ, 

the power of resurrection and the joy of introducing God’s grace and mercy. I believe this to be 

part of the victory. 

You promise to all who trust your forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in 

the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your 

realm which has no end. Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen.

I believe God’s promises go beyond what most people typically believe about human 

promise. I believe as human beings we have the liberty of individual conscience that 

contributes to the choices we make. Based on our life experiences I believe we choose whether 

or not we will enter into the life of faith.  Faith is a word that means many different things to 

people. I see faith as a word that carries actions deep in the heart. Faith is a reliance on the 

confidence we have in our relationship with God. Part of understanding faith is putting trust in 

God. When Pilgrim John Robinson declared, “For I am very confident the Lord hath more truth 

and light yet to break forth out of his holy word,”2 I believe he was proclaiming a trust in what 

was to come from our living God. I stand with Robinson in this proclamation. Wisdom speaks 

2 Gunnemann,Louis H. United and Uniting United Church Press, Cleveland, Ohio 1987 pg. 51
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deep to the soul and one chooses the path. Trust is a decision. When one decides to trust their 

life to God they risk entering into a relationship that requires faith and action. Humankind is 

keenly aware that divisions and strife will occur. Humanity will miss the mark (sin) and flounder 

from time to time. When this happens God is an open door to grace. I understand grace as a 

means of uniting God and humankind. Forgiveness is a real promise of God offering a new 

beginning. In being forgiven I believe we carry a responsibility to turn in a new direction, 

learning from past mistakes, and proceed forward with confidence in our relationship with God,

thus experiencing the fullness of grace. 

I believe whole-heartedly in a God that is ever-present in our daily struggles as 

we encounter injustice and strive for peace. I believe God compels us to act in ways that are in 

step with the Spirit. These ways are not always popular or without strife but worth the stance 

for good in the world. The presence of God is what I count on daily. I find comfort and truth in 

Romans 8:38 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”

I believe eternal life is a relationship with God now and forever. In this relationship I 

trust God with my life now and in the future. I focus on the greatest commandments in the law 

as Jesus states, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and

with all your mind.”(Matthew 22:37) And: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Matthew 

22:39) When we do this we walk with God into a future that is not known but is secure. 

History and Polity

If we truly believe God is still speaking, then I believe we are in a constant current of 

change. The absent or silent word in our identity campaign is directly what the campaign 

challenges us to do – LISTEN. Listen to God.

It has been said time and time again from people who have lived many years, “the only 

thing certain in life is change.” Big change was on the horizon for the founders of the United 
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Church of Christ. Rolling along with separate yet similar identities, the Evangelical, Reformed 

Church, Congregational and Christian Churches united in 1957 to form the United Church of 

Christ. I believe the birth of the United Church of Christ was a ‘new beginning’, a blending of 

traditions based on the ever present power of God. This provides a pathway to the deep 

theological statement we hold close today: God is still speaking. 

The polity of the United Church of Christ is intriguing yet somewhat difficult to 

understand without the guidance of history and leadership that clarifies the substance of this 

emerging denomination. 

As stated previously, in 1957, through the Evangelical and Reformed Church and the 

Congregational and Christian Churches, the United Church of Christ was formed. The 

Congregational and Christian churches included African-American churches, with schools and 

colleges founded by the American Missionary Association in the nineteenth century. The 

Evangelical tradition stemmed from the church of the Prussian Union, which sought to unite 

Lutheran and Calvinist traditions, while the Reformed church consisted of German and Swiss, 

including the tradition of Zwingli. These were quite different traditions and backgrounds so 

during the process of uniting the denominations, questions began to occur. Louis Gunnemann 

states in United and Uniting the Meaning of an Ecclesial Journey, “Ecumenical discussions of the

substance of the faith, as they relate to the United Church of Christ self-understanding as 

church, inevitably becomes a time of testing and learning. As a people on an ecclesial journey 

we are challenged at every turn, not to justify ourselves but to clarify vision and to be clear 

about the requirements of the ecumenical vocation we have claimed. To be a “united and 

uniting church” requires special diligence lest too much or too little is claimed.”3 This merging 

or attempt to merge various viewpoints created what Gunnemann describes as an 

“ecclesiological deficit.”4 

As a result we are experiencing the impact of difference over ‘issues’. So it seems to me 

that our founders had their hearts in the right place. One might even go so far as to say, “it 

3 Gunnemann, Louis H. United and Uniting United Church Press Cleveland, Ohio 1987. pg.40

4 Ibid.pgs.24,28,32,84.
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seemed like a good idea at the time!” Now here we are left to struggle with the joys and 

sorrows of being a denomination called to be united by God. I think this is a GREAT place to be. 

I learned early in my childhood that the world is full of challenges, triumphs, tragedies, and 

change. How we handle these experiences shape us and mold us into the human beings we are.

If we truly are a people called together by God on simply the common ground that our 

predecessors saw, then we must whole-heartedly explore covenantal polity. 

Brian Burke writes in his article, How I Spent My Summer: Reading 173 Issues of the 

United Church News, about the differences we encounter “Despite these differences, the 

denomination has survived because of its covenantal nature. The original concept of covenant 

blended the unique strengths and emphases of the original four traditions.”5 This covenantal 

polity is defined in Article III to The Constitution of the United Church of Christ approved by the 

twenty-first General Synod for ratification by conferences and approval of the Recognized 

Instrumentalities of the United Church of Christ. The Article reads: “Within the United Church of

Christ, the various expressions of the church relate to each other in a covenantal manner. Each 

expression of the church has responsibilities and rights in relation to the others, to the end that 

the whole church will seek God’s will and be faithful to God’s mission.” 6

I believe this is the passion of our fore founders. Seek God’s will and be faithful to God’s 

mission. I say “Yes” and “Amen” to that. The United Church of Christ Statement of Faith 

proclaims Jesus Christ as the head of the church. We are in covenant with each other(the body 

of Christ), but first and foremost we are in covenant with God, seeking God’s direction of 

transformative love. Elizabeth Nordbeck writes, “Covenants are both horizontal and vertical.” 

“Wherever there is genuine covenant, it is with God as third party. We covenant with the Lord 

and with one another.”7  As we explore, “what is God’s mission?” We must keep in mind that 

mission is an action word and a soulful examination of God speaking to our hearts. Therefore, 

we can clearly see mission as not simply doing but being. The heartbeat of God is to reach out 

5 Burke, Brian How I spent my summer: reading 173 issues of United Church News. November 2002 United Church 
News article.pg.B6

6 The Constitution and Bylaws United Church of Christ 2001 Edition

7 Nordbeck, Elizabeth C. Covenant: Can This Idea Be Saved? Prism 11, No.2 (Fall 1996), pg. 49
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into the world. Churches are to be an instrument of that activity not basing their existence on 

“mission” but on God’s direction. I believe covenantal polity is based on God’s direction not on 

the importance of the activity of the church. The movement of the church should be based 

directly on the hearing and discerning word of God, thus, the explanation of our identity 

campaign “God is Still Speaking.” 

I believe covenant to be a sustaining term used in the polity of the United Church of 

Christ. As we are in covenant with God and with each other we place deep responsibility in the 

ability to discern God’s will. Knowing that no two churches are alike, it is likely that differences 

will occur. A further reading of Article III clarifies our responsibilities when these differences 

occur “Decisions are made in consultation and collaboration among the various parts of the 

structure. As members of the Body of Christ, each expression of the church is called to honor 

and respect the work and ministry of each other part. Each expression of the church listens, 

hears, and carefully considers the advice, counsel, and request of others. In this covenant, the 

various expressions of the United Church of Christ seek to walk together in all God’s ways.”   

This requires deep commitment and dedication. 

In my journey with the Member in Discernment Team of Southwest Ohio Northern 

Kentucky Association, I have been guided to resources that have fed my longing to understand 

and be able to articulate the meaning of covenant. Jane Fisler Hoffman’s book Covenant: A 

Study for the United Church of Christ has been an invaluable resource. Hoffman begins with 

biblical foundation as she explores covenants and how they enlighten and inspire us. First and 

foremost it is God who leads the way to teach us. As we see in the covenants between God and 

Noah and God and Abram, God is the initiator, God maintains the covenant, human beings 

break covenant, and God reminds the people of the covenant. Hoffman writes, “Over and over 

again, God reminds and pleads with the people for their part of the covenant: to honor God and

to live justly.”8 

The covenants in the Hebrew Testament show us this in great detail. The critical 

information and biblical references Hoffman provides is essential in leading others to 

8 Hoffman, Jane Fisler Covenant United Church Press, 2008. pg.20
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understand this covenantal foundation process. The most prominent example of covenant in 

the New Testament is in the sharing of the Eucharist. Jesus explains to his disciples that the cup 

is a new covenant poured out. Every time we come to the table it is not only about 

remembrance. Jesus demonstrates covenant. After blessing the elements and as my 

parishioners come forward I prefer the words, “the cup of the new covenant”. It is about 

staying focused on the assurance that we are united. Hoffman emphasizes worship in covenant 

making. Hoffman reminds us that it was pioneers of the faith like John Calvin and Robert 

Browne that built upon this covenantal foundation. Calvin stresses the importance of grace. 

Browne, the Puritan leader, is instrumental in explaining covenant and community. “From 

Browne we hear an emphasis that needs, in my view, to be claimed anew by us: the covenant 

with God is the primal covenant from which our human covenants are derived and by which 

they are shaped.”9  Browne is a rich figure in our UCC heritage. Hoffman uses Browne’s writings 

to reflect on how this works. 

Hoffman uses the image of a wheel, with God at the center holding all together 

while spokes move out from that center. This visual is stimulating. I will keep this image in mind

as I lead our congregation forward. We are a covenant people and when we see how 

interconnected we are, I believe we are able to open ourselves to possibilities. Leaders need to 

retain what covenant means, not just a churchy word but a word that causes us to stop, think, 

listen (and actually hear, ask for clarification if necessary). When we share in common the 

desire to serve God and one another we bind ourselves together toward this common goal. “In 

covenant making, Christians give themselves first to God and then to one another (paraphrase 

of 2 Cor. 8:5)” With God at the center, our vision can become limitless.  Hoffman reminds us 

this concept is critical as we “work within congregations” and “among congregations”.10  The 

word autonomy is a word that we in the United Church of Christ value. It is a liberating word 

but also a word that needs to be viewed through the lens of covenant making. It guides us to 

think about freedom and accountability. The freedom that a congregation has, to be who they 

9 Ibid.pg.32

10 Ibid.pg.34
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are called to be in Christ, can be looked at through the lens of covenant. It causes us to pause 

and think about the wider church and how we are connected. Ideally this ebbs and flows as we 

teach each other and hold each other accountable. From Noah’s rainbow promise to the cup of 

the new covenant Christ offers, we see the implicit value of covenant. Connection from local 

church, association, conference, and national levels depend on each other and the value we 

place on covenant and who God calls us to be together…UNITED. As we continue our journey in

the United Church of Christ we remember the passion of our founders …”that they may all be 

one” John 17:21, one in God, a great concept with great implications. This challenges us to 

define a new emerging tradition, a tradition that respects the autonomy of others and 

embraces covenantal polity. We seek leaders, not just those who are called into authorized 

ministry but laity that are called by God.  We hold each other accountable through this 

covenantal polity. We extend hospitality not just as an invitation to join us, but as a spiritual 

discipline. 

When we welcome others we are called into deep communion with those we 

welcome. Out of this emerges the voice of God acting and interacting with us. God is an 

invitational God. God gently (and sometimes not so gently) pursues us. When we gather 

together we become bonded by the Holy Spirit. Prayerfully we encourage each other’s gifts and

respect the authority God has given through those gifts. 

I have seen this concept of covenant come alive while working on ministry teams

such as ACT (Association Covenant Team), Lay School Team, and the Member in Discernment 

Team within the Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky Association. In my fifteen plus years 

working within this Association I have seen people with a wide variety of views and opinions 

come together, sit at the table and listen intently. The hard work and positive results I have 

witnessed over the years deepens my sense of covenant. 

I remain hopeful and faithful as we move through the world keeping close the 

commandment and covenantal character of God that the day will come when all who seek God 

with heart, mind and soul, and neighbor as self, really will be one in the spirit- recognizing our 

differences as strengths. 
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FAITH JOURNEY

I was born the second child of parents who were servants to the public. My father was a 

police officer for over twenty five years.  When he retired he was serving as a juvenile detective

as well as detective over the division of missing persons. My mother served as an emergency 

room nurse for forty three years. Needless to say I learned much about life at an early age. I 

listened intently to my parents’ stories about life in the community and I became increasingly 

aware of diversity, change, culture, and compassion. While many of the real life events washed 

over me at a young age, some pivotal moments are ingrained upon my heart and have shaped 

who I am today. We experienced much sadness as we saw lives destroyed because of 

destructive choices, yet we saw a remarkable amount of hope that came from places in the 

community that offered help, skills, and support. I remember once asking my father to tell me 

all about his day. When he finished talking about his sunup to sundown daily adventure I was 

amazed at the things he encountered. I look back upon these moments and realize how focused

and dedicated he was to his life’s work. I have always admired the field of work that my mother

chose. She too was very dedicated to being the best nurse she could possibly be. I remember 

her nights of studying pharmacology and how she and my father worked together to prepare 

her for tests and application of those skills. Together they set forth an example of service and 

dedication for their daughter to follow. I like to think that some of their true grit and 

determination descended to the next generation. 

While working within the perimeter of those career choices my family was not able to 

attend church often. My parents usually worked holidays. The memories of going to church in 

my youth usually consisted of Christmas Eve service and sometimes Easter morning services. I 

fell into the category of the E and C church attendee, which has greatly informed my ministry in 

a positive productive way. My grandmother was involved in the local United Methodist Church 

so this is where my family went to church. I was baptized as a toddler at this church and this is 

where I began to get a first glance at God. I knew that a life of faith was important but I did not 

grasp theological perspectives. I knew Jesus was important, Noah liked animals, and both took 

some instruction from God (whom I thought lived above us all, literally).  I grew up listening to 

preachers that were gifted in many different areas. I saw how these different gifts were utilized 
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in a congregational setting and how their unique ministry styles influenced the development of 

disciples. I can say that looking back, at the time I was a child fidgeting in my seat many times 

wondering when this would be over! (Which definitely informs my view on Children’s ministry!)

It is telling that with this limited exposure to church how much I held close and the affect it has 

had on my life. 

As I began to journey through life as an adult I put these faith experiences mostly on the

back burner of my life. I married young and began a family. While expecting my first child I 

remember feeling a nudging by God reaching out to me to draw near. I began going to church 

with my grandmother on a fairly regular basis. I remember thinking that I wanted to introduce 

my children to a life of faith. At this time in my life I worked closely with children at a daycare 

facility. I took many classes on early childhood development. I learned a considerable amount 

of valuable information that I have been able to glean from as a mother, grandmother, and 

pastor.  

 Through twist and turns of life I learned about choices, responsibility, devastation and 

how life can change in an instant. My life changed greatly when I found myself divorced and 

maturing into motherhood. Some moments can define and some moments can refine. I began a

refining process that led me to lean on God more than I thought was possible. My desire to 

build a future based on the knowledge I gained in the acceptance of grace, mercy, and 

forgiveness propelled me forward. God had set before me a path so I began to dig deep, pull 

myself up and move forward, trying to live always in the grip of grace. I think it is good to 

remember what you learned when you were in the pit.

 I had the opportunity to attend a long weekend for Christian leadership development. It

was on this weekend that I dedicated my life to God in an intentional way that I have based the 

rest of my life upon. I found myself at the altar of a church in Findley, Ohio seeking to empty 

myself and be filled with God’s love. This was part of the refining process I believe God was 

leading me through. I walk everyday with the knowledge of what God gifted me with on that 

weekend; I am worthy and I have a place in the family of God, belonging, once and for all. This 
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was the “ah-ha” moment of my life that changed me forever. A bitter struggle with doubt and 

unworthiness had taken an upward turn. Thanks be to God.

 It was at about this time in my life that I married my current husband Scott. Together 

we learned about new beginnings and second chances and vowed to stand firm in the lessons 

that God had taught us during difficult days. My husband had a background in ministry with the

United Methodist and was in the process of seeking privilege of call in the United Church of 

Christ. Together we embarked on a journey of learning about the United Church of Christ. We 

started attending West Liberty United Church of Christ in 1999. In our exploration of the 

denomination we each felt a strong affirmation that this was where we belonged. We were 

embraced by that community of faith and guided by Ned Michael, the pastor there at the time. 

It was Ned that encouraged us to start attending Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky events. 

We learned an incredible amount of invaluable information at these gatherings and became 

familiar with some people that were instrumental in making us feel like we had a home in the 

UCC. Eventually Scott received a call to pastor the United Church of South Vienna where we 

currently co-pastor. 

I became interested in learning more and felt a strong call to attend the SONKA Lay 

School. This was a process that lasted a little over five years. As I learned about the history and 

polity of the UCC and met with folks that were living out those values, I became filled with 

passion to explore more. It was in my second year of Lay School that I felt called to authorized 

ministry. Little did I know then that I would be someday be writing this ordination paper. All I 

knew then, and still feel convicted of today, is that I have been called. I did not hear where to 

stop. While in Lay school I met many talented people who taught me about the UCC. Bob 

Sandman ignited my desire to delve into enhancing my understanding of the polity of the UCC. 

Bob made this class exciting and positive in ways that have resonated with me as I pastor. It 

was in Lay school that I first met my mentor, Pat Eller. Pat and Jim Eller were my New 

Testament instructors and as I proceeded with my call Pat agreed to be my mentor. Pat has 

been a rich source of stability and encouragement. I believe that God and the late Reverend 

William Youngkin are responsible for my ability to look upon scripture and have the confidence 
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to compose a sermon directed at the folks I encounter. Bill certainly had a way of weaving a 

story that held your attention. I hear Bill’s words echoing in my heart, “know the people,” every

time I begin writing a sermon.  I graduated from the lay school in 2008 and became a licensed 

pastor at the United Church of South Vienna.  It has been at South Vienna that I have been able 

to put what I learned in Lay School into action. It has been at South Vienna that I have 

continued to grow and learn from the people I partnership with in ministry.  While at South 

Vienna I have had the opportunity to engage in and develop many different curriculums for 

children and adult education. I am passionate about connecting scripture and history to make it

relevant today. While leading a study called Disciple, a thirty eight week course that covers 

eight- five percent of the bible I gained new insight through the eyes of the participants. Along 

with curriculum development I help to plan and lead worship, which is a joy. I gain insight and 

perspective from authors Henri Nouwen, Marcus Borg, and Brian McLaren to name a few. 

Reading is a passion of mine that leads to growth and development. 

When Jesus said “Let the little children come to me,”(Matthew 19:14) I take  it to heart. 

I think this scripture calls us to be intentional in including children, listening to them, and many 

times we should follow them. I am passionate about children’s ministry. I believe involving 

children in as many aspects of the church possible is pertinent. Children are not only our future 

they are our now.    

Getting outside the walls of the “usual” is imperative to me so when I was asked to 

serve on Kairos prison ministry teams I accepted. Kairos is a three day intense faith weekend. I 

served on twelve teams that consisted of nine weeks of training before each of the weekends. 

It was during these training sessions and weekends that I learned the most about interfaith 

collaboration, listening, and the tangible results of mercy. 

 While serving at South Vienna I have had the opportunity to be bi-vocational. Having 

employment outside the church has kept me diligent with time management skills and has also 

helped me to develop skills in a variety of areas. I have learned much about the health care 

industry including medical terminology, insurance, and most importantly patient care. (Which 

has directly informed my ministry!) I currently hold a state licensed to teach drivers education. I
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have taught classroom curriculum and behind the wheel instruction for nearly ten years. This 

has been extremely helpful as I work with and lead youth in ministry. 

Continuing education is important to me and I take every opportunity to engage in 

learning. In 2014 I was able to complete a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at Trinity Homes in 

Beavercreek, Ohio. It was during this time I met Greta Wagner who was my supervisor. Greta 

encouraged me to go deep and gain knowledge, confidence, and skills that will be with me 

forever. What I discovered within the walls, halls, and classroom of Trinity will forever be 

imbedded in my heart. Receiving this training in pastoral care reinforced my strong call into 

authorized ministry.   Greta has also been my advisor/mentor in this ordination process. She 

has guided me through this process with attentive patience showing me much grace. 

 In March of 2017 I traveled to Chicago to attend the Interim Ministry Network’s class 

“Work of the Leader.” This was a class designed not only for interim pastors but for those 

seeking leadership development through the process of change. I believe change is constant 

and I am grateful for the knowledge I obtained during this intense training.

I believe the folks at South Vienna are keenly aware of the process of change. Together 

we have acknowledged that the future of the church is based upon understanding change. I feel

called to journey with this congregation as we set our sights on what lies on the horizon.  

I have been to the licensed ministry team many times throughout my years of ministry. 

This team, made up of many different folks, has always encouraged me to go deeper, look to 

the future and stand firm in my call to “love the people.” (I quote Stuart Wells).  I am a servant 

who strives to be the best I can possibly be. When I heard the call to authorized ministry I 

began a journey with God and others, a journey that involves a covenant making process.  As 

part of this process I claim that I will never stop learning, I will take initiative, be open to 

possibilities and continue to love others. I have come to understand this call to ordination, a call

to word and sacrament out into the world, is who I am and who God has called me to be.  
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