
Disaster Ministries article for Annual Gathering 2019 

This month one of our disaster response trailers will be present at our Ohio Conference Annual 

Gathering in Westerville.  We are inviting those attending this year’s Gathering to help us ensure we 

have plenty of hygiene kits and clean up buckets on hand for when a need may arise.  This has been a 

very active year so far in responding to disasters, both within our conference and beyond.  We were able 

to respond to tornado events in Shelby and Dayton within 48 hours with relief items. 

Our three conference responses trailers are now staged at Templed Hills.  In addition to the trailers we 

would like to have an on-hand supply of 1,000 hygiene kits and 500 clean up buckets.  This allows for us 

to quickly respond when called upon by our associations and local congregations.  This summer our 

Outdoor Ministries campers put together nearly 500 hygiene kits from donated items! 

The response trailer will be located at Westerville Community United Church of Christ (770 County Line 

Road, Westerville) from Friday morning, September 27 through Saturday afternoon, September 28th.   

The items we collect are in keeping with Church World Service’s response efforts.  This ensures 

standardized delivery to locations in need.  With that in mind we ask that the full kits contain just the 

following items (and while full kits are very much needed, we will be happy to receive individual items 

from these lists as well): 

CWS Hygiene Kits (approximate cost for a complete kit is $15) 
One hand towel measuring approximately 15” x 28” to 16” x 32” (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-
fiber please) 
One wash cloth 
One wide-tooth comb removed from the package 
One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the package (either is acceptable) 
One bath-size bar of soap in the original package 
One toothbrush in the original package  
Ten standard size bandaids in a small ziplock bag 
 
CWS Cleanup Buckets (approximate cost for a complete bucket is $75) 
One five-gallon bucket with resealable lid 
Four scouring pads 
Seven sponges, including one large 
One scrub brush 
Eighteen re-usable, lightweight, dry cleaning towels 
One 50 oz or two 25 oz bottle(s) of liquid laundry detergent 
One 16-28 oz bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap 
One 12-16 oz bottle of household cleaner that can be mixed with water (no spray bottles) 
One package of 48-50 clothespins 
Clothesline, two 50 ft or one 100 ft 
Five dust masks 
Two pairs heavy-duty, waterproof dishwashing gloves (latex free, non-surgical) 
One pair of work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather 
24-48 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gallon trash bags on a roll and removed from carton 
One 6-9 oz bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent 
 



Monetary donations will also be gladly received with checks being made out to Ohio Conference UCC 
(memo line:  Disaster response items) 
 
If you have any questions or would like to learn more about what we are currently doing as a conference 
in relation to Disaster Ministries, please feel free to contact Rev. David Zerby at 
pastor.zerby@gmail.com 
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