


HEAVENLY FATHER

All of us at SUROL bring our hands together in worship
and gratitude to thank and praise Thee for the blessings
showered on our Organization for these 47 years of its

perseverance in reaching out to our brothers and sisters who
have suffered immensely due to the after effects of the once

dreaded disease - Leprosy.

It is You who called us to this ministry and we plead Thy
mercy for all our failures and thank Thee for Thy guiding

hand to do everything You have planned and in the way You
want it to be done.

Give us the grace to discern Thy Holy Will, to accept it with
our hearts wide open and to perform our tasks to Thy 

satisfaction at all times.

We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Dear Friends,

Firstly I would like to thank you for your concern 
for the Leprosy affected persons and their families 
that we care for and for all the assistance given 
to us in numerous ways to ensure we are able to 
continue our work.  May you be blessed for your 
great compassion!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In September this year ‘Friends of Surol’ had an excellent fund raising event 
“Surol Swings Back in Time to the Rhythms of Ceylon” at the Hilton Colombo 
which was well patronized and received. The event brought in funds to support 
23 leprosy affected persons and their families going forwards. Many thanks 
“Friends of Surol”, sponsors, well-wishers and attendees. The Leprosy patients 
and their families know that they are not alone and they have a Friend in all of 
you.

In July this year we remembered the late Fr Glen Fernando on his 10th death 
Anniversary and had a thanksgiving service to celebrate his life and service. 

This Financial Year we did put in more resources to market SUROL to ensure 
we are made known locally and internationally. We are already beginning to see 
benefits and will continue to do so.   

I would like to thank the Board and Staff for their untiring efforts to help make 
these leprosy affected person’s livelihood better.

We look forward to your continued generosity and you helping us spread the 
word amongst people you know so that they could too, help in whatever way 
possible.

May God Bless your loved ones and you abundantly!
Yours sincerely
Duleep Fernando

“Remember that nothing is small in the eyes of God. Do all that you do with love.” 
St. Therese of LISIEUX
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HONY. GENERAL 
SECRETARY’S MESSAGE

Bl Peter Donders
Missionary extraordinaire

I would like to introduce to all of you who have been so very generous in your efforts 
to lessen the pain of those suffering from Leprosy, an extraordinary man. He was 
Fr. Peter Donders and was a Redemptorist

In many ways, Peter Donders was ahead of his time. He was the kind of person 
who could pull into action the resources of the state in order to support those most 
in need. This is exactly what he did on behalf of the Batavian lepers among whom 
he lived and worked.

Peter was sent to Batavia in 1856. There he would spend most of the next 31 years.

When he arrived at the leper colony, Peter Donders had been ordained 15 years, 
but he was not as yet a Redemptorist. It was ten years later in 1866 that the 
Redemptorists first arrived to co-ordinate the mission in Surinam. Only then did
Fr. Donders and one of his fellow priests apply for admission to the congregation.

The two candidates made their novitiate under the Vicar Apostolic,  Bishop Johan 
Baptist Winkels. After his profession as a Redemptorist on June 24, 1867, Peter 
Donders returned promptly to Batavia.

6
Annual Report 2017 / 2018



Since he now had assistance in working among the lepers, he was able to reach 
out to the indigenous peoples of Surinam, a dream he had held for many a year. 
He continued in this work which was previously neglected because of a lack of 
manpower. He also began to learn the native languages and to instruct the local 
peoples in the Christian faith.

Fr. Donders was born in Tilburg, Holland, on October 27, 1809. His parents were 
Arnold Denis Donders and Petronella van den Brekel. Their home was poor, so 
Peter and his brother had little schooling as they worked to support the family. As a 
youngster, Peter was interested in becoming a priest, and with the generosity of a 
group of local clergy behind him, he was able to begin his studies. He was ordained 
in 1841, at 29 years of age.

Even before ordination, Blessed Peter Donders was being guided by the seminary 
leaders towards the missions in the Dutch colony of Surinam. He arrived in 
Paramaribo in 1842. He made regular visits through the plantations along the 
colony’s rivers preaching and celebrating the sacraments. Many of the people were 
slaves. Peter’s letters express his indignation at the harsh treatment of the African 
peoples forced to work on the plantations.

When he was sent to the leper station in 1856, he preached among the lepers 
and celebrated the sacraments with them. Peter also tended the lepers personally 
with their many needs, and at the same time, ensured that the authorities provided 
much-needed nursing facilities. By bringing the leper’s needs to the attention of the 
colonial authorities, he was in many ways able to improve their conditions. He was 
tireless in these efforts.

With increasingly weakening health, his labours slowed over the last years of his 
life. He died on January 14, 1887. The significance of his life was well known in 
Surinam and spread also back to Holland, the land of his birth. He was beatified by 
Pope John Paul II in 1982

I think this is what inspired the late Fr. Glen, a Redemptorist, to get so involved in 
Surol’s work with the lepers in Sri Lanka in 1988 and the legacy he left behind is 
being continued by myself, also a Redemptorist.

Since the activities of Surol appear elsewhere in this Annual Report, I do not 
wish to dwell on the work done over the last year,  but would like to express my 
deep gratitude to all the sponsors, donors and friends who have very generously 
supported Surol, both financially  and many other ways to continue this most worthy 
service to the disabled leprosy affected people supported by us.

Finally, while thanking the Board of Management for their dedicated service, I 
express my deepest sentiments of gratitude to the team that helps me – Rose, 
Placi, Aloy, Niranka, Terrence, Shari , Solita, Saman, Bala and Raja, the FMM and 
Holy Family Sisters  for their commitment and continued service to improve the lives 
of our less fortunate sisters and brothers. 
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Join us to help the
Disabled Leprosy affected people.
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Historically persons afflicted by leprosy in Sri Lanka often spent several years in 
isolation in leprosy asylums, ostracized by friends and family.  Many were released from 
internment when medically declared as being non-infectious.  Unlike other diseases, 
leprosy unfortunately left severe scars and disabilities which were irreversible.   

Society for the Upliftment and Rehabilitation of Lepers (SUROL) was founded in 
1971mainly to rehabilitate former inmates of the asylums and help their return to 
communities and rebuild their lives with dignity and self-respect. This was made possible 
by a grant left by an American philanthropist to the Franciscan sisters who invited a 
group of individuals who shared their vision to launch SUROL.  The founding members 
adopted a non-religious, non-sectarian and non-partisan strategy for the Society which 
was a strong attraction to membership. 

Public education to remove the stigma attached to leprosy was one arm of SUROL’s 
two-way plan, the other being the important task of rehabilitation of leprosy sufferers.  
SUROL’s work was aimed at taking practical steps towards reducing the number of 
sufferers, by developing a good working relationship with the Superintendent, Anti-
Leprosy Campaign and its Board of Directors

SUROL became a Government Approved Charity in 1973 in record time for a small 
organization.  Since then, SUROL gained friends and influenced people both at home 
and abroad and was one of the smallest groups in the country run by a Board of 
Management consisting 15 persons.

HISTORY OF SUROL
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SUROL established and progressively expanded its field staff and volunteers in the 
Central, Eastern, Northern, North Western, North Central and Uva provinces.  Regular 
visits were made to Negombo, Wattala, Hendala in the North, of Colombo, South to 
Kalutara, Wadduwa, Panadura, Moratuwa.  These visits provided opportunities not only 
to get firsthand experience but also most importantly to let the neighborhood know that 
Leprosy was not infectious and at the same time to promote acceptance of these patients 
as normal people into society.

In May 1983, at a meeting at the Central Leprosy Clinic at the General Hospital, 
the importance of education, eradication, treatment and rehabilitation, for effective 
eradication of leprosy in Sri Lanka were discussed.  The collaboration between the 
Sri Lanka Emmaus Leprosy Control Project and the rehabilitation of leprosy patients 
spearheaded by SUROL resulted in the Project Director offering three motor cycles to 
the society for its rehabilitation work.  This gesture displayed a sign of confidence of the 
Project Director in SUROL’s rehabilitation work.  

SUROL was never able to enjoy a permanent home since its inception.  During its early 
years SUROL operated out of the Jesuit House in Clifford Place in Colombo 4, where 
the first General Secretary of the organization was located. Subsequently SUROL office 
was moved to two other locations in Colombo 8, in the vicinity of the General Hospital. 
Following the unfortunate events of July 1983, the office was moved to the residence 
of the then President of SUROL in Colombo 5.  Subsequently, the Parish Priest of St. 
Theresa’s Church who was invited to become a member of SUROL offered a small room 
in the parish hall where an office was established.  

To consolidate, strengthen and expand its work SUROL received a brand new Jeep, and 
funds to lease the premises in which SUROL is located at present. It was our fervent 
hope that our work in some measure alleviated the sufferings of our beneficiaries and 
brought joy, hope, dignity and self-respect to them.
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DISTRICTS COVERED BY SUROL
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BENEFICIARIES
as at 31st March 2018

We report with sadness the death of 12 disabled leprosy affected patients, during 
the period under review.  Also the support for three (3) children was discontinued 
- 2 of whom dropped out from school while the other is now employed and 
supporting the family. We have been able to take in only one (1) new patient during 
the period 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018.    
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SUROL ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

Hony. President   Duleep Fernando
Hony. Vice President  PradeepAmirthanayagam
Hony. General Secretary  Rev. Fr. Neil Dias Karunaratne, C.Ss.R.
Hony. Assistant Secretary  Rose Perera
Hony. Treasurer   Manilka Fernando
Hony. Assistant Treasurer  Sonali Perera

Hony. Members   Desmond Fernando 
    Marinus Fernando
    Loretta Gunawardane
    Claude Perera
    Placidus Gomez
    Benjamin George
    Dushi de Silva
    Joe Williams
    Shivan Coorey

FIELD  VOLUNTEERS

Rev. Sr.Nirmali,  FMM   Ampara, Badulla, Bandarawela,   
     Mahiyangana & Monaragala
Rev. Srs. Jayamathi & Goretti, FMM  Chenkalady
Rev. Sr. Salette Mary, F M M  Batticaloa
Rev. Sr. Shanthini Fernando, F M M  Kalutara, Moratuwa & Piliyandala
Rev. Srs. Samanthi & Sharmini, F M M Polonnaruwa (replacements due to transfers)
Rev. Srs.Charmalene & Shanthini FMM   Polonnaruwa (replacements due to transfers)
Rev. Sr. Lilian, FMM   Polonnaruwa (replacements due to transfers)
Rev. Sr. Labora, Holy Family  Jaffna
Rev. Sr. Inoka, FMM   Mahiyangana
Rev. Bro. Patrick Perera   Kandy
Saman Raveesha - Office   Kandy, Badulla & Bandarawela 

STAFF

The Office Staff comprises of  nine (9) employees including two (2) employees for 
Maintenance, security and gardening.

Working hours are from 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Monday through Friday except on holidays 
according to the Shop & Office Act.

Holy Mass is celebrated in the Surol Chapel on working days at 12.30 p.m., especially 
for the Staff, where non-staff are most welcome to join. Masses are specially offered 
for the well-being of all our Benefactors and Beneficiaries, apart from special intentions 
requested by worshippers.

▶

▶

▶
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VISION
We are committed and dedicated to establishing a society where 
persons affected by leprosy find themselves acceptable as equal 

partners with all others in the community and society at large.

MISSION
Promoting activity for sharing of resources, to help disabled persons 
affected by Leprosy to uplift & rehabilitate themselves, and to participate 

effectively in the social and economic life of the community.

GOALS
Our  priority is to provide relief and assistance in the  rehabilitation of 

leprosy afflicted disabled persons – the “Poorest of the Poor”;
those marginalized persons in our society.  

 
Our aim is to reach out to  many more, especially in the North and East, 
who are helpless and unable to eke out a living because of this disease.

Our commitment is to organize and implement programmes to raise 
funds to finance and support the most needy disabled persons

affected by leprosy.
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Help us increase our fold -
there are many on the wayside.

SUROL cannot help without your help.
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BERNEFICIARIES:

Although numbers have decreased due to deaths we have been able to take in only one 
(1) new patient, in view of  a Board decision that no new patients be supported unless 
they are sponsored, due to financial constraints.  

While our goal is to support the increasing number of identified disabled leprosy affected 
patients because of their inability to earn a living wage, we are restricted to a very great 
extent as sponsors are not readily available due to the rise in the cost of living.

Surol currently needs at least Rs.3,000 a month to support a patient, which includes 
administrative and other operational/maintenance costs. We hope that methods 
adopted by us to highlight the need to reach out to more identified leprosy affected 
patients, who due to their deformities are unable to eke out a living, will  stir the hearts 
of many more privileged people to support the poor helpless patients under our care.  In 
order to generate funds, we have recruited an individual specifically for fund raising and 
awareness of Surol’s presence in Sri Lanka as a charitable institution.      

ACTIVITIES DURING THE PERIOD
UNDER REVIEW
March 2017 to April 2018
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We appeal to all those caring kind hearted and generous people to join us to continue 
this charitable mission, by reaching out to their friends and relatives both here and 
abroad, for financial assistance to support this worthy cause.

Other than a monthly stipend and other welfare needs of these under privileged persons 
in our society, our activities for awareness include:

The issue of 3 Bulletins No. 16, 17 and 18 detailing our activities for distribution to 
Benefactors and friends;

Publication of articles in the Newspapers on World Leprosy Day, which appeared 
in the “Sunday Observer” of 28th January 2018 and  the “Sunday Times” of 4th 
February 2018; 

▶

▶
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Designed a FLYER and carried out an email 
campaign to make known the work of Surol;

Established an attractive and updated Web Site and Face Book Account for Surol;

A Fund Raising Event “Surol Swings 
back in Time” was organized by a 
group of volunteers named “Friends 
of Surol” at the Hilton Blue on the 
24th of September 2017, which was 
a great success. Funds received 
from this event have been placed 
in Fixed Deposits and patients 
sponsored with the interest received 
on a monthly basis.

With the past fund raising programs 
organized by this group, they were 
able to sponsor 33 families and 6 
children. They have also brought 
in 13 individual sponsors for 20 
beneficiaries. This active support 
from the group is invaluable.

They have decided to organize fund 
raining events every other year, 
proceeds of which will be used for 
the welfare of more beneficiaries.

▶

▶

▶
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Besides the amount provided for their sustenance, two Hampers were distributed 
to all those supported by Surol during the two festive seasons Christmas 2017 and  
Sinhala/Tamil New Year 2018.

As the only organization in Sri Lanka functioning over the last 47 years, and 
committed to bring some ray of hope and happiness to the deformed people affected 
by leprosy, services extended include visits by our 7 field volunteer Sisters and 2 
salaried Field Officers who visit those living in Ampara, Mahiyangana, Moneragala, 
Batticaloa, Jaffna, Polonnaruwa, Chenkaladi, Badulla, Bandarawela and Kandy.   
They report regularly on the welfare and other needs,  and are also able to spend 
time with these poor families to listen, talk to them and console them to ease their 
feelings of rejection by society.

▶
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Leprosy is curable if detected early.
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We have very successfully implemented the program of distributing hampers during 
the Festive Seasons of Christmas and Sinhala/Tamil New Year since 1988, with the 
support of generous individuals, both local and foreign, and now it has become a most 
looked forward to program in our Calendar.  These Hampers include provisions like 
Rice, Sugar, Dhall, Green Gram, Gram, Milk Powder, Tea Leaves, Canned Fish, Soya 
Meat packets, Jam, Biscuits, and clothing - Sarong, Chintz, Towel and Bed Sheets 
and some cash for their expenses.  Each Hamper costs around Rs.7,500/- thus far.   
Clothing and nutritional items are also given to 30 patients at the Hendala Hospital.  .  
Areas covered included Galle, Matara, Hambantota, Chilaw, Anuradhapura, Mannar, 
Jaffna, Melsiripura, Polonnaruwa, Batticaloa, Ampara, Colombo,Moratuwa, Piliyandala, 
Hendala, Kalutara, Kandy, Gampola, Mahiyangana,  Monaragala, Bandarawela, Badulla 
and Ratnapura   The Hampers were fully funded by our benefactors, to whom we owe a 
deep debt of gratitude for supporting  us over the years.  

HAMPER DISTRIBUTION

Sinhala / Tamil New Year Hamper 2018:
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Christmas Hamper 2017    
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CHILDREN:   

The number of children of families of Leprosy affected persons being supported for 
education during this period has decreased from 62 to 52 due to   employment or drop outs 
from school.  We intend extending this facility to other school going Children affected by 
leprosy as donors prefer to sponsor their educational needs. Thanks to the generosity of 
our main donors, St. Konrad’s who sponsor 28 children, and The Clarendon Foundation 
which ceased their support in December 2017, this program has been very successful 
as some of these children have done exceptionally well, even pursuing higher studies at 
University level, and obtaining employment to support their families.
  
Additionally, A Sri Lankan, now domiciled in Sydney, provided funds for Uniforms, School 
Bags, stationery items including DSI vouchers for the purchase of shoes to 52 children 
being supported by Surol, during the Christmas Hamper distribution
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Although there were many more requests for support from families of disabled leprosy 
affected persons, we were restricted from helping all of them due to our inability to raise 
sufficient funds for this purpose.  However, we were able to help some of them in a small 
way as follows:-

Alagan Velu of Colombo was a patient with many disabilities and was in poor 
health and his sight was failing and needed assistance with a pair of spectacles 
and payment of his Water bill amounting to  Rs. Rs.8,550;

Mayawan of Jaffna who was living with his spouse, and was looked after by his 
granddaughter, was provided with funds to build a Toilet and the excess amount of  
Rs.9,230 spent by him was reimbursed;

Travelling expenses of Appuhamy of Ampara, who had a severe leg disability, had 
to be taken to hospital in Polonnaruwa.  Sr. Nirmali  who looks after the patients 
in this area hired a vehicle to take him to hospital in Polonnaruwa at a cost of  
Rs.15,000, which was reimbursed by us;

Subramaniam of Kandy, who has a disability in his right hand, was in need of funds 
to repair the Roof of his House which, due to rain and strong winds was blown out.  
This was done at a cost of  Rs.18,500;

J Dayawathie of Colombo whose leg was operated was advised to use Crutches 
and special shoes.  These costing  Rs.12,600 were provided to her;

J G R Somalatha of Weligama, Matara,  who has clawed hands and feet, was 
severely affected by floods and needed help to repair her house, kitchen and roof.  
Through a generous regular donor from U.K.,  funds amounting to  Rs.100,000 
were received by us for these major repairs;

Sivamani of Chenkalady, Batticaloa, who has clawed hands had requested a 
Toilet, which is one of the basic needs of such patients;  This was done at a cost 
of Rs.67,950;

Chelliah of Jaffna, who has an artificial leg due to this disease, lives with his 
spouse and daughter.  He was in need of a Water Pump  which was provided at 
a cost of  Rs.30,000;

Funeral expenses to some of the diseased patients amounting to  Rs.15,000 was 
also given to the respective families

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

SUPPORT FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES
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AUDITOR’S REPORT
AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

31st MARCH 2018
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Together let’s uplift the
downtrodden Leprosy

affected persons
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We are happy to recognize and acknowledge the generosity of our 
donors in a variety of ways:

The follow up and subsequent visit of Baron Thacker & Jean to Surol strengthened our 
determination to pursue our goal of caring and supporting  more such marginalized 
persons in our society Island wide.  

The Order of St. Lazarus who support a block of 50 patients on a monthly basis; since 
2012, while at the same time funding Surol generously for the administration and 
welfare of Leprosy affected persons. 

Baron Thacker will be remembered by the patients not merely for the gifts he gave, 
but more especially for going into their homes and looking around the mud huts and 
the broken down places. Even much more will he be remembered for making it a point 
to speak, through an interpreter, to each of the patients he met. He spoke and then 
stood for a photograph with each of them. 

The Clarendon Foundation who sponsored 25 patients
& 25 children up Up to the end of December 2017.

▶

▶ We are indeed indebted to Fr. Mark Lawler and Fr. Simon 
Henry  for all their efforts in initiating the process of 
supporting SUROL with their visit to Rome to meet Cardinal 
Ranjit to make the necessary arrangements. We express 
our sincere thanks for the continued generous support from 
The Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, Great Britain, which 
has motivated us to reach out to more disabled leprosy 
affected people, who depend on the generosity of donors 
for their sustenance.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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▶

▶

The sisters attached to the Franciscan missionaries of Mary ( FMM ) and Holy 
Family, both in the Colombo  and Jaffna Provinces, who have supported us during 
this calendar also, by visits to families regularly to counsel & identify their needs for 
support.  

Surol thanks the Dance Works Centre of Mrs. Kanthi Ranchigoda, for the donation of 
Rs.400,000, proceeds from their Dance Programme titled “TECHNIQUE COLOUR” 
held at the Lionel Wendt Theatre on 20th, 21st and 22nd October 2017. On behalf 
of our poor leprosy affected patients and their families, we also express our sincere 
THANKS to the Children of the Dance Works Centre, for the 34 multiple packs of 
gifts offered by them at Holy Mass before the Show. Their gifts were included in the 
Christmas Hampers that were distributed during the month of  December 2017.
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▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

To St. Konrads who whosupport 28 children monthly and also send special gifts 
totaling  120,203.75 for the children being sponsored by them, 

The Rotary Club of Colombo for supporting some of our special 
Projects every year; 

To the Directors of Jayaseeli Trust, who have continued to generously support our 
projects over the years;

Mr. D S Perera for his generous donation of  Rs.250,00 which was used for the 
Hamper distribution project of Surol. 

Mr. Manik Perera for his generous
donation towards the Hamper project
year after year, 

Penny Gordon from the UK who helped with donation of Rs 100,000 to effect some 
major repairs to a house, damaged by a storm, of one of our beneficiaries;

Mr. Lester Weinman who regularly sends a lakh of rupees every year for the welfare 
of these families.

We are very grateful and express our sincere thanks to 
Mr. Ken Sellaiyah and Lej Munasinghe of Melbourne,  
Australia, for their untiring, time consuming efforts, 
who arranged to ship to Surol a Container load of 
25 Wheelchairs, 22 Hand Frames, 9 Shower Chairs, 
Walking Aids and other miscellaneous item for the use 
of Leprosy afflicted persons in the care of Surol,   These 
items will certainly benefit these poor marginalized 
patients who receive them and on their behalf we wish 
to express our gratitude to the donors.  The donation 
has been obtained from “Wheel the World” of Australia.
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▶

▶

To Ms Rosemary Seneviratne for helping Surol 
to sponsor disabled Leprosy affected patients & 
their families, through the fund raising Project of 
the Lions Club of Perth. Thank you to Astrid also 
for the introduction to Rosemary to help Surol.

To Our Auditors, AbeyRatna & Co., Charted Accountants.

Every DONATION or GIFT in cash or kind to SUROL makes an impact on the lives 
of the poor and marginalized disabled Leprosy Affected Patients and their families; to 
everyone who supported us and continue to do so, to all our friends and well-wishers, 
and for every  contribution, no matter its size, we say a heartfelt THANK YOU to one 
and all for your generosity and kindness.

May the Good Lord shower his abundant blessings on all of you.
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If you are wondering how to help those with Leprosy- please know that every bit counts. 
SUROL works with Leprosy affected people throughout the country. Majority of them are 
disabled due to the disease and unable to gain employment. 

Your donation can bring hope to the Leprosy affected in the following manner

Monthly Donation of Rs 2,500 to sponsor a persevering school going child 
(Rs. 30,000 for a year) 

Monthly Donation of Rs. 3,000 to support a Leprosy affected patient                      
 (Rs. 36,000 for a year) 

Donation for the building of a toilet Rs. 60,000 

Donation for acquiring amenities such as water and electricity supplies,         
construction of wells and supply or building water tanks etc  Rs, 50,000

Donation for special needs of leprosy patients (Any Amount) 

Donation of hampers for Christmas and Sinhala & Tamil New Year @ Rs.7,500   
each Rs. 15,000 

Free Will Donation. (Any Amount)

Thank you for your kindness and generosity.  

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

Share the Love– Donate to SUROL
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Society for Upliftment and Rehabilitation of Leprosy Affected Persons
354/14, Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 5, Sri Lanka.

Tel : +94-11-2503263  /  +94-11-2581688
E-mail: surol1971@gmail.com 

Web: www.surolsrilanka.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SurolSriLanka

Reach Out
With Love
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