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 This morning, the two nominees for the 
position of governor were called to debate in 
front of their fellow Boy Staters. Here are the 
major takeaways from the debate. 
 The first 100 days are considered 
the most important days of any candidate’s 
term. When asked about what the nominees 
planned to accomplish within their first 100 
days, “Bo” Miller, the Nationalist nominee, 
placed an emphasis on education reform. John 
Youngblood, the Federalist nominee, placed 
an emphasis on driving down gas prices in an 
effort to solve the crisis. 
 When asked about their plans for 
infrastructure, and where the funds for their 
plans would come from, “Bo” responded with 
his pledge to increase road quality and would 
draft the funds from legalizing a state lottery 

and sports betting. Youngblood responded 
with a focus on fixing and regulating gas prices 
before solving the road quality situation. He 
believes that funding for this project can come 
from allowing more drill companies to operate 
on Alabama land. 
 When asked about how Alabama 
can compete with its neighboring states, 
“Bo’s” response was to use the low land 
prices to attract businesses to provide jobs 
in Alabama to compete with its neighboring 
states. Youngblood responded by saying the 
government should support businesses already 
in Alabama in order to provide more jobs.
 The most controversial question asked 
surrounded school shootings. When asked 
about their solutions to keep schools and 
students safe,“Bo” responded with a call for an 

increase in officer presence at schools around 
the state. Youngblood believes that educating 
both students and teachers on the topic of 
mental health will prevent these shootings in 
the future. 
 As for closing remarks, “Bo” called 
for bipartisanship where he stated “I don’t 
care where you are from, but I need to call for 
UNITY at this delegation, and we must be able 
to achieve everything. We are brothers under 
the American flag.” 
 Youngblood also called for unity and 
repeated a common statement throughout this 
debate when he stated, “Regardless of class, I 
will hear all of you, and prioritize you all. You 
are equal. Obviously, the Feds got my heart. 
And let’s lower those gas prices.” 
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2 Nominees Enter, Only One Can Leave with the Victory

Steve Flowers 
to Speak
 Steve Flowers, born in Troy Alabama, 
comes to Boys State this evening. In 1968, Steve 
Flowers attended Boys State and unsuccessfully 
ran for Governor. As a graduate from the 
University of Alabama with a degree in political 
science and history, he was elected to the State 
House of Representatives. 
 Flowers writes a column that has a 
circulation of 450,000 and is published in 
over 60 different papers. Some call him the 
most influential political journalist in the 
state of Alabama. As a professional journalist 
and politician that got his start running for 
Governor exactly where we are now, his speech 
is intended to inspire the delegates. 

Nationalist Party’s Chairman 
with humble beginnings
 The Nationalist Party have selected 
their chairman for their party on Sunday, May 
29th. The winner of all the candidates was 
Carson Sturgis. He is from City 1 - Harper and 
goes to St. John Paul ll Catholic High School 
in Huntsville, Alabama. 
 The main motivation for him choosing 
to be a candidate was his counselor. “We 
were in a city meeting, our City Leader Brad 
said that we should have someone in every 
position,” Carson said. Once they were 
asking people to stand for Party Chairman, 
he noticed that no-one from his city was 
standing. He soon took charge for his city; 

fortunately for City 1 he ended up winning by 
a landslide. 
 He has many goals and plans to win 
the General Election. When asked about the 
likelihood of winning, “Oh easily,” Carson 
said. “I have seen the candidates for both sides, 
I feel like that almost all of our candidates in 
the primary are better than their candidates 
in the primary,” Carson said,” I say our Top 
3 candidates that are running for each spot 
would easily beat their number 1, so I feel 
confident.” 

By Will Broussard By Braden Willis



 A delegate from city 5’s basketball team, 
who will remain anonymous, suffered an injury 
to his knee while playing Tuesday. With the 
competitive spirit of all of the men here it was 
bound to happen eventually, as everyone has 
been playing hard to win. I spoke with one of 
the delegate’s teammates that witnessed the 
injury. “Josh hurt his knee early on in the game. 
He was really helping us out with rebounds on 
both the offensive and defensive ends of the 

court. We will miss him and wish him the best,” 
teammate Carson Heupel said. He also says 
that city 5 was informed that the delegate had 
to leave boys state Wednesday morning. Just 
as a reminder for all competitors, please stay 
safe throughout the week. In other news, City 
7 volleyball won the final 2 of their 3 sets in 
yesterday’s game. City 5’s soccer squad has seen 
troubles though, as they have lost both of their 
games, hopefully they can turn it around. On 

the other side of that, the soccer team for city 2 
is undefeated so far. Every player on the team 
plays for their high school soccer team So they 
have experience. Another undefeated squad 
so far is the basketball team for city 6, despite 
some close ones. They acknowledge that some 
of the teams they play soon are experienced, 
but believe they have what it takes to win. To 
everyone competing here at boys state, continue 
to have fun, stay safe, and good luck to you all.

Delegate Injured on Basketball Court
By Lamarion Funches and Noah Little 

RECAP: Nationalist Primary Speeches
By William Neumann

 The speeches at last nights’ primary 
conference for the Nationalist Coalition 
spanned from impassioned and long to short 
and contrite. Cheers were constant through the 
crowd after each and every speech. We heard 
from the nationalist candidates for the offices 
of governor, lieutenant governor, state auditor, 
Supreme Court Chief Justice, associate justices, 
and many more offices. 
 Team McCray was determined to be 

the loudest by fellow members as each team #3 
candidates were cheered vigorously by fellow 
city members. One speech in particular that 
nationalist delegates were extremely moved by 
was that by Team #3 government candidate, Bo 
Miller. His 1 minute and 30 second speech was 
filled with powerful statements disregarding the 
legitimacy of the opposing Federalist party, his 
broad plans for Alabama, and an analogy with 
his watch including the three hands, which he 

referred to as the “hands of progress.”
 The party primary elections occur 
tomorrow morning and runoff elections occur 
in the afternoon. Each elected party candidate 
must make a speech at the general assembly, 
with the governor’s speech being 5 minutes long 
and the lieutenant governor’s speech being 4 
minutes long. 

Absent Judge Wows Crowd  
By Braden Willis and Luke Pappalardo

 At yesterday afternoon’s general 
assembly, the Alabama Boys State convened to 
“welcome” the Honorable Robert Ashby Pate 
through a video speech recorded to be used for 
his absence. Justice Pate notified Judge Johnson 
that he would be unable to attend Boys State 
due to a sickness that left him unable to speak—
or sing—to the assembly.
 But his message was not lost. Beginning 
with a song by Huddy “Ledbelly” Ledbetter, 
Justice Pate captured the audience’s attention 
with a voice and guitar and later went on to tell 
an incredible story of redemption, connection, 
and unwavering hope.
 Through an interesting chain of events, 
this former Birmingham musician became 

the developer of jury trials and an Associate 
Supreme Court Justice of the small island 
nation of Palau. But instead of focusing on 
the technicalities, Justice Pate told his story 
through the overarching theme of connection 
with respect to his career in the legal field 
and his personal life. He initially came to this 
remote Pacific island in Micronesia, known 
for its natural beauty, small population, and 
subsistence lifestyle, for a legal conference filled 
with hundreds of the world’s most powerful 
lawyers and judges. 
 In reference to his work in the judiciary 
and his own life, Justice Pate analogized any 
case with the image of a double sided hand. 
Every story has two sides. While he may have 

ended up being a successful attorney and public 
servant, Pate was formerly charged with drug 
offenses but was given a second chance by 
Judge Johnson—the director of Alabama Boys 
State. Setting up a fair judicial system in Palau 
and working to decrease the incarceration 
rate world wide, Justice Pate encouraged the 
delegates of Alabama Boys State to see the full 
story of any event. 
 Justice Pate heavily relied on the theme 
of connection—a fundamental characteristic 
of humanity. Through his work in Palau, as 
an attorney, and as an Alabamian, Justice Pate 
embodied this characteristic and inspired the 
delegates to pursue a similar priority.

Rain Threatens Sports 
By William Givens

 This Tuesday, a chance rainstorm 
occurred during Congressman Jo Bonner’s long 
anticipated speech. Even though this event was 
held out of the rain, many delegates worried 
that the hotly-contested sports tournaments 

would have to be postponed. Fortunately, 
the rain cleared up quickly and the schedule 
reverted to its original form. Disregarding this 
mishap, the National Weather Service predicts 
that the rest of the week has only a slight 

chance of thunderstorms. This, coupled with 
the passion of many Delegates for sports means 
that it is unlikely any outdoor activities will be 
canceled.

What’s to Eat? 
By Cason Arther 

 Today I had the pleasure of enjoying 
what the Flying Starr had to offer. And what 
they offered was a beef stir fry of sorts that 
was jam packed with flavors arranged from 
proteins to vegetables, sided with some 
delicious rice mixed with some eggs, and a 
dinner roll to top it off. As for dinner, a steak-
like entree was offered that was extravagant 
with the sauces it displayed, along with some 
amazing mashed potatoes to go along with it, 
and many other sources of great nutrition. As 
for dessert, the bakery has begun to offer small 

bite sized cupcakes that are simple yet rich with 
sweetness, along with its usual treats. I also 
got the chance to try out their vanilla pudding, 
which was delicious.
 As for the other meals, reviews were 
stellar on the BBQ Pork Sandwich also offered 
at the Flying Starr. The pizza is still a hot topic 
amongst Boy Staters, with many claiming it as 
a side dish or even their main dish when eating 
in the cafeteria. Another hot topic that has been 
cheered on about is the small cups of ice cream 
found in the freezer of the bakery, offering three 

basic yet delicious flavors of vanilla, chocolate, 
and strawberry.
 Once again, and easily predictable, the 
food at the cafeteria offers an amazing array of 
foods to try out. The only complaint I can really 
give is that I don’t have enough room in my 
stomach to try it all out. Thankfully, my fellow 
Boy Staters can’t get enough of everything that 
there is to eat, and they’re always hungry for 
more. I await to see what the cafeteria will serve 
up tomorrow, ready to enjoy the delicious foods 
that they know how to make.


