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M ission Statement: Yo promote the sharing of genealogical knowledge; to provide assistance to membe rs and the  public ; to foster

preservation of historical records; and to champion and sustain ethical genealogical standards. Find us on the web at http://jaxgen.org

Join Us!

The Jacksonville Genealogical Society meets on the third

(3 ) Saturday of each month at 1:30 pm at the Webb-rd

Wesconnett Library, 6887 103  Street, in Jacksonville,rd

Florida.  Members are strongly encouraged to attend, and

visitors are always welcome.  Mark your calendars and

plan to join us.

March 2013 Monthly Meeting

This is normally our meeting to critique our seminar.

Although we did not hold a seminar this year, we do want

to continue to receive ideas regarding topics of interest.

We are also going to add "Your Burning Genealogy

Questions" to the mix. We also might have a Genealogy

Pop Quiz on tap. So come prepared to talk!

April 2013 Monthly Meeting

Speaker: Kathy Stickney

Topic: “Researching Your Confederate Soldier”
Using her father's family members as a case study, Kathy traces

them through the various records available on Confederate

soldiers and their units. Records illustrated include muster rolls,

trench rolls, register for a hospital, register of prisoner of war, oath

of allegiance, roll of surrendered prisoners, company transfer,

home guard rolls, and pension records. Information is provided on

how to research a given unit, discover its chain of command, and

the battles it fought. People are encouraged to dig deeper and

even visit the various battlefields.

2013 Dues are Due!!!

If you need to renew your membership, please fill out the

membership application enclosed with this newsletter and

mail it to the JGS post office box, or better yet, bring it with

you to the next monthly meeting! 

Happy Birthday to You!

These JGS members are celebrating

birthdays during the months of March and

April:

Lisa Broddle March 1

Connie Coward March 10

Mary McCool March 17

Nancy McPherson March 30

Grace Moran April 4

Norma LeVey April 9

Richard Rousseau April 21

Kathleen Krizek April 23

It Ain’t Easy Being Green!
by Connie Coward

Well, this month it really is easy, but not because I am

saving the planet’s resources.  It’s because I’m Irish!  With

St. Patrick’s Day upon us, it’s a great time to celebrate

being of Irish descent.  So dance your favorite Irish jig, and

quote those famous Irish blessings.  Maybe even enjoy a

pint or two.  But above all, have a Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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North Florida Genealogy Conference

If you missed this event, you missed a good one! Even

with the River Run and other events held the weekend of

8-9 Mar 2013, it was well attended. Over 200 attendees

convened at the LDS Church on Highway 17 in Orange

Park. The gym was the site of registration – and the

vendors. With 16 speakers presenting 25+ topics, there

was something for all levels of expertise.

They have already announced that the 4th Annual is to be

held 14-15 Mar 2014. Mark your calendar now.

Ellis Island Immigration Information
Reprinted with permission of Bryan Mulcahy

Ellis Island immigration records contain information for

over 22 million immigrants who arrived during the peak

years of operation between 1892-1924. The Ellis Island

Immigration Reception Center, located about a mile off the

southwest tip of Manhattan, replaced the Castle Garden

processing center that was located at the current site of

Battery Park in lower Manhattan. By 1891, the federal

government under the authority of the United States

Bureau of Immigration transferred all functions to the new

Ellis Island facility which served as a combination detention

and deportation center. Political pressures had been rising

in the mid to late 1880’s to stem the flow of immigrants

coming from southern and Eastern Europe. This was

accomplished by making the entry process much more

difficult for new arrivals. Those who could not pass the

stiffer requirements were deported.

Ellis Island remained an immigrant receiving station until

World War I, when the federal government began to enact

new laws to tighten the immigration laws even more. Many

of these new laws were in response to the climate that

existed in Europe in the wake of World War I and its

aftermath. After the 1924 Immigration Act was passed and

adopted into law, the number of immigrants passing

through Ellis Island dropped dramatically. The center was

closed in November 1954.

In 1990, Ellis Island was reopened as a museum. Today,

the American Family Immigration History Center is located

in the Ellis Island Immigration Museum and on the Internet

at http://www.ellisisland.org. This website offers

researchers access to an extensive database on the 22

million immigrants who entered the United States through

Ellis Island between the years of 1892-1924. Information

on each individual was written down in ships’ passenger

lists, known as manifests. These manifests were used to

examine immigrants at the time of their arrival at the Ellis

Island Immigration Center. 

The passenger record archives will enable you to search

for the following information:

� Passenger records showing the passenger name,

date of arrival, ship they arrived on, age given on

arrival, and other miscellaneous details that the

clerk may have noted 

� Original copies of the ship manifest showing

passenger names and other information that was

given when they boarded the ship 

� Ship information, often with a picture or sketch,

giving the history and background of the ship 

The Community Archive is a growing collection of

annotations to the passenger records, which may provide

supplemental information on a passenger’s background

and life in The United States after their arrival (this

information was provided by sustaining members of the

Statue of Liberty-Ellis Foundation).

2012-2013 Officers

President Harlan Dittman

First Vice-President Vacant

Second Vice-President Vacant

Recording Secretary Grace Moran

Corresponding Secretary Mary Chauncey

Treasurer Harlan Dittman

Editor Connie Coward

Historian Richard Cardell

Committee Chairpersons and Members

Education C. Ann Staley, Chair

Finance Harlan Dittman, Chair

Genealogical Research Barbara Crissman, Chair

Membership Vacant

Telephone Joan Peck

Ken Norwood

Parliamentarian Richard Cardell

Programs Grace Moran, Chair

Publications Vacant

http://www.ellisisland.org/
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Migrations of Our Ancestors
Reprinted with permission of Bryan Mulcahy

Migration is an important concept in genealogical

research. While our ancestors had fewer options for

transportation than exist today, it was a common

occurrence for many to move multiple times in their lifetime

for numerous reasons. This makes locating them an

interesting challenge. One of the most beneficial

strategies is to investigate what is known in the research

field as Old Settler Organization Records.

Organizations of this nature flourished in the 19  century.th

They tended to be composed of settlers who moved into

a particular area or region and stayed permanently or for

an extended period of time. Old Settler Organizations

were very popular into frontier areas where settlers were

looking for any type of stable social environment to help

counteract the uncertainty of daily life. Many had endured

the numerous hardships and loss of life that commonly

occurred on the frontier. These common experiences

often resulted in emotional bonds developing with their

fellow settlers.

As westward migration opened up to a more diverse

population, many of these “early settlers” began to resent

new people coming into the area. One of the trigger

issues that historians cite to describe this feeling was that

many early settlers were born in the United States,

whereas the newcomers tended to be immigrants or “big

city” people who never contributed to the original

settlement. 

This resentment led to the creation of many organizations

throughout the frontier with strict membership

requirements. The key requirement was often based on

proving residence tied to a specific date. These dates may

have reflected the formation of the county, year that

formal statehood was granted, or a local/regional event or

time period. Some groups were highly organized with by-

laws, application forms, elected officers, etc. Others were

more socially oriented and less structured.

From the standpoint of locating surviving records, many of

these groups are known by names such as Pioneer or

Founders Societies, Old Settlers Society , or the name of

an ethnic group followed by the phrase “historical society”

of a given county or state. Good sources for locating

contact information for these groups include newspapers,

county histories, local or regional genealogical societies,

state or county historical societies, or Googling the terms

“pioneer” or “founders society”, plus the name of the state

or county. 

Repositories for these old records may include state

archives, historical museums, and local public and private

libraries in the area or region. Don’t forget to check

FamilySearch http://www.familysearch.org  since the Family

History Library has microfilmed many of these surviving

society records over the years.

Sequestration Forces National

Archives to Reduce Hours for Public

Access
The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and

is copyright by Richard W. Eastman. It is re-published here with the

permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at

http://www.eogn.com.

Sad news from the National Archives and Records Administration:

(March 11, 2013)

Reduction of Public Hours at National Archives Facilities in

the Washington, DC Area

Washington, DC - Effective Friday, March 15, 2013, the National

Archives will reduce public hours at two locations in the
Washington, DC, area as part of actions it is taking due to

sequestration. These reductions will affect exhibit spaces and

research rooms at the National Archives Building in Washington,

DC, and research rooms at the National Archives at College Park,

Maryland.

Our exhibit spaces at the National Archives Building in

Washington, DC, are normally open to the public from 10 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. seven days a week. In the past, we offered extended

hours from March 15 through Labor Day, when we stayed open

from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. seven days a week. We will no longer offer

these extended hours. The exhibit spaces at the National Archives

Building in Washington DC will remain open to the public from

10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., seven days a week, year round. Please

note that the last admission will be at 5:00 p.m.
Our research rooms at the National Archives Building in

Washington, DC, and the National Archives at College Park,

Maryland, are normally open to researchers six days a week from

9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with extended hours from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. three

days a week (Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday). We will no

longer offer these extended hours. The research rooms will remain

open to researchers from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through

Saturday, year round.
In announcing the reduced hours, David S. Ferriero, the Archivist

of the United States said: “We don’t take these reductions lightly.

We are working hard to achieve our mission and minimize

disruptions to the services we provide to the public.”

http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.eogn.com/


- 4 -
©Copyright 2013 by the Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc., PO Box 60756, Jacksonville, FL 32236-0756

Upcoming Events

Sunday, March 17, 2013 Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando Monthly Meeting 

1:00 - 3:00 pm 11200 South Apopka Vineland Road

email: jgsgo.programs@gmail.com Orlando, FL

Speaker: Daniel Horowitz, Chief Genealogist, MyHeritage

Topics: Introduction to MyHeritage, Free for members, $5 for non-members 

Join the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando (JGSGO) for a program featuring My Heritage Chief

Genealogist, Daniel Horowitz, “Introduction to MyHeritage”. MyHeritage.com, with more than 72 million

registered users and 27 million family trees, is the biggest family network on the web. Learn how to build an

online family tree for free, enter detailed information with sources and citations, navigate across the tree,

generate charts and posters, create full reports, invite and share information with family members in 40

languages and get calendar alerts on family events. Set the privacy of your site from completely private to

completely public, download a copy of your material or use the backup option. Daniel Horowitz is MyHeritage

Chief Genealogist, providing key contributions in the areas of product development, customer support and

public affairs; contacting genealogy societies, bloggers and media. Daniel is also heading the company's

Translation department, where he has been instrumental in increasing MyHeritage's global language

support. A power genealogist, researcher and lecturer himself, Daniel holds board level positions in a few

genealogical societies including the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS). With

a B.Sc. in Computer Engineering and a Specialization in Education & Management of Educational

Institutions, he has a deep understanding of the needs of today's family history enthusiasts. Daniel will be

speaking to us from MyHeritage’s headquarters in Israel via the Internet. Our maven will also be available

at the meeting to help you with your genealogy questions. If you need assistance from our maven, please

email us in advance at jgsgo.maven@gmail.com.

Tuesday, April 2, 2013 Manatee Genealogical Society

9:30 am - 12:00 pm Manatee County Central Library

Speaker: Phyllis Doucette 1301 Barcarrota Blvd West, Bradenton, FL

Topic: Northeast Migrations Contact person: Jean Morris, 941-722-5156

Thursday, April 11, 2013 Indian River Genealogical Society 30  Anniversary Luncheonth

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm Bent Pine Golf Club, 6001 Clubhouse Drive, Vero Beach, Florida 32967

Celebrate our 30  anniversary and the contributions of those who were instrumental in the growth of the society!th

Special Honoree: Pamela J. Cooper $30 per person, full luncheon, choice of 3 entrees. 

Contact: Sharon L. Robertson, 772-321-4237, e-mail: georobjresq@bellsouth.net
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Saturday, April 13, 2013 Imperial Polk Genealogical Society Spring Seminar

8:00 am - 4:00 pm Family Ministries-Auditorium B, Highland Park Church of the Nazarene

4477 Lakeland Highlands Road, Lakeland, Florida

Speaker: Lisa Louise Cooke, genealogygems.com

Topic: Google Search Strategies & Tips

Get the Scoop on Your Ancestors with Newspapers

How to Save Your Research from Destruction & Ensure Its Future Survival

Google Earth for Genealogy

IPGS Members $40, non-members $45, all walk-ins $50.  Coffee & Donuts, Box Lunch is included.  Contact person: John

Randle, randlejar@tampay.rr.com or 863-646-5333

Saturday, April 20, 2013 Bay County Genealogical Society Monthly Meeting

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm Bay County Public Library

Speaker: Ann Denson Tucker 898 W. 11  Street, Panama City, Florida 32401th

Chairwoman of the Tribal Council of the Muscogee Nation of Florida

Topic: Muscogee Nation of Florida: A Journey Across the Generations

Ann will be taking us on a journey of the Muscogee Nation of Florida, formerly known as The Florida Tribe

of the Eastern Creek Indians. In the early 1800s, excommunicated Indians headed south from Alabama

down the Choctawhatchee River and settled on the banks of the river. Here, Ann's people have continued

to live in the Bruce Indian Community in Walton County Florida since the 1860's. The tribal office, from which

she represents the Tribal Government of the Muscogee Nation of Florida as Chairwoman to the U.S.

Congress and all other organizations, is located in the original schoolhouse built in the late 1800s. Ann will

also discuss the ongoing struggles for federal recognition the tribe has experienced with the Department of

Interior's Bureau of Indian Affairs. She is also an artist and is knowledgeable in many forms of Tribal Art. See

her gallery web site here: http://www.atuckergallery.com/index.html

Free to the public.  Light refreshments will be served.

Saturday, May 18, 2013 Bay County Genealogical Society Monthly Meeting

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm Bay County Public Library

Speaker: Mike Cross 898 W. 11  Street, Panama City, Florida 32401th

Topic: What is Find-A-Grave?

Find A Grave is becoming one of the most valuable online resources available to genealogists. Most of us

have used cemetery surveys to help us find our ancestors, but in the past we found these surveys in books

which we had to purchase or find in genealogical libraries. In Mike's power point presentation he will show

us how today we have the potential to access these surveys about any cemetery - anywhere - anytime

through the internet. He will also show us how we can contribute by volunteering, offering corrections, and

adding memorials and pictures of our ancestors. His interest in local Bay County Florida cemeteries will also

be discussed, and we can find many of our local cemeteries already on Find A Grave.

Free to the public.  Light refreshments will be served.

http://www.southern-style.com),
mailto:randlejar@tampay.rr.com
mailto:mary.mcgraw@comcast.net
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