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MISSION STATEMENT:  

To promote the sharing of genealogical knowledge;  

to provide assistance to members and the public;  

to foster preservation of historical records;  

and to champion and sustain ethical genealogical standards. 

 
 

Membership Meetings 
 

The Society meetings are held the 3
rd

 Saturday of the 

month at 1:30 p.m. at the Webb-Wesconnett Library, 

6887 103rd Street, Jacksonville, Florida.  

 

Membership Meeting - 15 Mar 2008 

Our speaker on 15 March 2008 will be Dr. Carolyn 

Williams, Associate Professor of History at University of 

North Florida and she will speak on "From Slavery to 

Freedom: African American Migration from Fort George 

Island to Jacksonville, 1870-1910." Her presentation will 

focus on information uncovered from census reports and 

other documents about the transition of African 

Americans who moved from plantations on Fort George 

Island to settlements in Arlington and other communities 

of Jacksonville in the first decades after the Civil War. 

Family life, work, education and residential patterns will 

be discussed. 

 

 

Membership Meeting - 19 Apr 2008 

Tom Barry will be our speaker on April 19th. The title of 

his presentation is "The Story of the Guana Peninsula - 

European discovery of St. Augustine and Indian, Spanish 

and British Occupation." Tom Barry is a graduate of the 

U. S. Naval Academy. During his 27 years of Naval 

Service he lived in Florida, California, and Hawaii. He 

retired 12 years ago, and worked in Real Estate for five 

years. He volunteers with the Council on Aging, and also 

spends two to three days a week as a volunteer at the 

Guana River Preserve. Tom's Irish ancestors came to the 

United States in the 1880's, and he has been doing 

genealogy research for four to five years.  

 

 

Information from Your President 
 

In December 2007, the JGS Board met to discuss ways in 

which to improve the publications that are now being 

provided to our membership. It was decided that changes 

had to be made in order to stay afloat in the Genealogical 

World of today. 

 

The bi-monthly Newsletter that you now receive will be 

revamped in order to add more pages to it. We will 

continue to provide the news and events of the society, 

but, we will also add different types of genealogical 

articles to help us become better researchers. 

 

Another change that was agreed upon was that a JGS 

quarterly would not be published and mailed to the 

membership for 2008. Instead of publishing the quarterly, 

a genealogical project would be selected to work on, 

complete, and publish by year-end. Each JGS member 

would then receive a copy of the completed project. 

 

To accomplish the goals set by the Board, we will need 

your assistance. If you will volunteer and help complete 

the intended project for 2008, please contact any member 

of the JGS Board. 

 

 

2008 Special Project 

More Information 
 

Our first project has been selected and Jim Laird, 2nd 

vice-president, is the Project Leader. The project chosen 

is to continue the completion of a complete name index of 

all of our quarterlies. The index for the first 4 years 

(Volumes 1 through 4, 1973 through 1976) was 

completed in 1997. The project was continued on a 

limited basis; so, a good number of the next set of 

volumes (Volumes 5 through 8) has been started. 
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This project was selected for a number of reasons. One, it 

was already started. Volumes 1-4 are already on our 

website and are just begging to have company! 

 

The second reason is the value to the genealogical 

community. Our quarterlies hold a wealth of information 

and not just about Florida. Volumes 5-8 contain 

information from all over the U.S. including, for example, 

Abstracts from Early North Carolina Newspapers, various 

Family Bible Records, Cemetery inscription records from 

all over the U.S., First Land Owners of Anderson Co., 

South Carolina, Military records, Probate records, etc. 

 

However, with just a surname index that has to be 

searched volume by volume, there is not that many in 

today’s world that would spend the kind of time that type 

of search would take - especially with surnames like 

Brown, Jones, Smith, etc. The index for volumes 1-4 had 

approximately 25,500 names when it was completed; so, 

you can see that the scope of this project is great. 

 

In the recent JGS Online, Jim put out the following calls 

for volunteers: 

 

“Proof Readers: Don’t be bashful. I have 9 items 

requiring their second (2
nd

) proof reading. I did the first 

proofing and then the edit on these items. Now it is time 

for someone to make sure I did all that stuff correctly.  

 

Also, Typists are needed; Desperately. Well okay, it isn’t 

like life or death desperate, but there are at present 5 

quarterlies that need surnames typed. I know there are an 

abundance of people, too numerous to count, that are 

better qualified to type this material then I. I can do the 

first proofing and editing; of course do any further editing 

and putting it all together at the end but for me to attempt 

this typing, well, I am just not sure which year I would be 

done.” 

 

Please contact Jim and offer your services! We want to 

make this a Society project. One in which our members 

help to complete. One in which we will be able to give 

back to the genealogical community a tangible product. 

One in which our members will be proud to say “I helped 

with this project!” 

 

Jim can be reached at 264-5614 or via email at 

jlaird@bellsouth.net 

 

 

2008 Dues Are Now Due 
 
If you have not remitted your payment of dues for 2008, 

we urge you to do so, promptly. Our calendar year is 

January through December; therefore, dues for 2008 are 

due now. 

 

Please complete the enclosed Membership Application so 

that we will have your current information in our 

membership database. Thank you for your continued 

support. 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

We send a "Happy Birthday" to our 

members who are celebrating in March 

and April: 
 

Mar 1 Monica Acosta 

Mar 5 Gary Wellhausen 

Mar 5 Leo Myers  

Mar 11 Laurie Caulk 

Mar 12 Christine Pataranick 

Mar 16 Glenda Vize 

Mar 17 Mary McCool 

Mar 26 Marion Parvin 

 

Apr 9 Norma Levey 

Apr 9 Grace Moran 

Apr 15 Joe Mehm 

Apr 25 Carolyn Hartman 

 

 

Spring Genealogy Class "Researching in 

a Straight Line --- Backwards" 
 

The next Society sponsored genealogy class will be held 

May 10, 24, and 31 and Jun 7 and 14, 2008. This class 

is great for the beginner and for the experienced researcher 

looking for a refresher course. The flyer with registration 

form is enclosed. 

 

NOTE: The May 3rd class has been cancelled 

and the Jun 14th class has been added. 
 

 

Spring Seminar 2008 

16 Feb 2008 
 

As you all know, we had our all-day Seminar on 16 Feb 

2008 - which was a resounding success! We invited 

Genealogist, Lecturer, Instructor, and Researcher Ann 

Mohr Osisek to be our speaker and she did a wonderful 

job! It was held at the recently built Westside Christian 

Church at 10123 Normandy Blvd. - a really nice facility 

in which to hold a seminar. 

 

Along with the books that we normally sell, we also had a 

“Trading Post” at the Seminar. Members that had 

“slightly used” genealogy materials, such as books, CDs, 

magazines, etc. that they were no longer using donated 
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them to the Society for the “Trading Post”. We have 

found a born seller in our 2nd vice president, Jim Laird! 

 

The two donated baskets of goodies that we raffled off 

were great hits onto themselves. One was a basket of 

Genealogy “stuff” and the other had a “Coffee Break” 

theme. 

 

Check out the photos and be sure to come to the meeting 

on 15 Mar to hear all about it. You won’t want to miss 

next year’s Seminar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our speaker, Ann Mohr Osisek did a fantastic job! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Laird, hard at work at our Publications booth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harlan Dittman and Marge Gray taking care of business 

at the registration table. 

 

 

Find A Grave – The World’s Cemetery 
By Barbara Kiersh 

 

Most genealogists seem to have always been fascinated 

with cemeteries. A stroll among old headstones in a shady 

cemetery has the appeal that a sunburned day at the beach 

does not. Many turn to the obituary section of the 

newspaper first, before even reading the comic section. 
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Find A Grave is a website that not only combines these 

two attractions, but has the advantage of searching online 

for a possible genealogical find.  
 

Find A Grave was started in 1995 by Jim Tipton, a self-

admitted computer geek and famous-grave enthusiast, 

when he says he was unable to find a website devoted to 

the burial sites of dead celebrities. To read the humorous 

and interesting bios about Jim himself, and the people 

who work behind the website, go to www.findagrave.com 

and on the home page click on “Who Is Behind Find A 

Grave” under the Question and Answer section. 
 

Find A Grave is a free interactive site, supported by the 

more than 200,000 plus (yes, that number is correct), and 

growing, contributors adding both famous and non-

famous burial information. Searches can be done by 

name, cemetery, or location. It’s not necessary to register 

to search, but to contribute your own burial information, 

edit your information, or join a forum it is necessary. 

Once you do, and have entered a few or many burials in 

the database, you can now visit all those people you’ve 

memorialized. It’s rather like a private cemetery for your 

family and friends, no matter what cemetery, state, or part 

of the world, may be their last resting place. If you like, 

you can see all the burials in a particular cemetery. You 

can search for all those people with the same name in a 

cemetery, state, or country. Some contributors have added 

pictures of their loved ones or of the headstones; some 

have written moving eulogies. Find A Grave enthusiasts 

wander the virtual graveyard and leave flowers and 

memorials. Many cemeteries have pictures of their 

grounds or main entrance, so if you may never have the 

opportunity to visit in person you can see the place for 

yourself.  
 

Another feature is the revolving picture gallery with 

names and vital dates of those who have been 

memorialized on the website. By clicking on the current 

picture, you can read the bio of that particular person. 

Perhaps you’ve been wandering through the graveyard, or 

have purposely searched for a family name and made a 

serendipitous genealogical find. Most contributors enter 

their contact information. How wonderful to be able to 

meet new relatives or family friends. You can each sign 

up to be a Find A Grave Friend, contributing to the 

other’s mutual interments, or just to keep in touch.  
 

There are more features: such as the inevitable Find A 

Grave store and request for monetary support link, if 

you’re so inclined. There’s the invaluable Social Security 

Death Index link, a bibliography of related books, and the 

opportunity to join in the discussion forum. And, with a 

little exploration at each cemetery site, the information 

available to further your genealogical research can be 

great. 
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