
Sunday, June 26, 2022 

Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Have we ever seriously looked at St. Paul, read his words, and thought of him as a “radical,” as 

someone who is unquestionably the poster boy for all that is countercultural?  

Our second lesson today from Galatians is a passage from Paul’s letter to those who make up 

the church in Galatia.  

Here Paul sounds a great deal like Jesus. Remember our yearly gospel Reformation Sunday text 

from John – Jesus says, “So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” Paul tells us 

today, “For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a 

yoke of slavery.” 

Paul goes on to talk about freedom in Christ and recalls that “the whole law is summed up in a 

single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” He goes on with a caution, “If, 

however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 

another.” 

Part of the process for me, and many others who prepare sermons, is to read the appointed 

texts and then determine what lesson God wants us to learn, to focus on today. 

For me, for this Sunday, with the texts before us, that was not a difficult task. In fact, I could 

focus only on our second lesson from Paul’s letter. 

Almost every sentence Paul writes in this section of his letter seem to stand out to us today as 

we navigate a very fragile world. “Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the 

flesh. For what the flesh is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the 

flesh…” 

And then Paul launches into a pretty all-inclusive list of what the works of the flesh are: 

“fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 

quarrels, dissentions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these.” And then 

he warns followers of all times – that “those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.” 

I don’t know about you, but when I read over that list the first, and subsequent times, I was 

struck by how seriously our world has pivoted away from – “love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” 

We seemingly keep moving farther away from what Paul calls the fruit of the Spirit. 

And for us, who possess God’s Spirit, this is the real clinker, isn’t it? We understand as best we 

can what is taking place in our world. In fact, we can hardly get away from the grueling details. 

Everywhere we turn folks are talking about how out of sync the world is. Every news outlet, and 



social media platforms are inundating us with breaking news about another tragedy or situation 

that leads us to believe that we are on the road to total destruction of one sort or another. 

Russia invaded Ukraine because they could, because they have a different definition of a 

sovereign nation state. And that war continues, and daily lives are lost, and property is 

destroyed. And many in our world outside of Ukraine suffer because they cannot buy grain that 

helps insure that they will not die of starvation. 

North Korea seemingly has nothing better to spend its money on than more and more weapons 

as citizens fight COVID without proper testing and medications and medical care. And all of this 

is the way the leaders of North Korea are brainwashing the citizens who are to believe that the 

rest of the world is waiting to erase them from existence. 

Here at home, we find a nation that has many more privately owned weapons than there are 

citizens. We appreciate the second amendment to our constitution, but it seems to me and so 

many others that there is nothing that prohibits legislators from placing some regulations that 

are for the good of all citizens. We are numb, we are no longer shocked by killing sprees. Our 

prayer is not only that they will stop, but that they don’t come to our neighborhood, street or 

doorstep. 

We not only have conservatives and liberals as we always have had and appreciated as our two-

party system worked for many years, giving, and taking, but doing it without malice. Today we 

have many, many degrees of conservatives and liberals. It’s hard to keep up with all the labels 

and differences between them all. 

We have a government that seems broken to the point where it is nearly impossible for 

meaningful legislation to come about.  

Once again, we are seeing marches, groups gathering to release frustrations in a way we 

haven’t seen in decades. We are seeing people becoming angry and upset and demanding that 

meaningful change comes about. And yet real meaningful change seems only a dream. And 

frustrations continue to rise. 

Where is the breaking point, we wonder, knowing that we really don’t want to find the answer? 

We don’t want a civil war, we want peace. We don’t want insurrection; we want civility and 

mutual understanding that leads to positive changes for us as a nation of immigrants. 

I could go on and on, but I won’t. I don’t want this to become a political statement by me. 

Rather I want us to juxtapose all that is going on around us here at home and around the world 

and place it alongside the list Paul gives us of the works of the flesh. 

It's not hard to see that they get swallowed up in each other. We can name examples of the 

works of the flesh ad nauseum.  

The more difficult task is to make a dent in the status quo. The more difficult task is to produce 

fruit of the Spirit constantly as we interact with others.  



Just as Elisha was anointed by Elijah to continue to be God’s prophet, you and I have been 

anointed by God’s Spirit to produce what we are capable of producing – fruit of that Spirit.  

Unless and until we take seriously the commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves, we 

will not be living up to our fullest potential.  

While the rest of the world may well be on the way to self-destruction, we are to speak truth in 

love. We are to offer Christ-like ways of dealing with the multitude of problems that continue 

to surface.  

I continue to be saddened by the response to the issues that affect us and our nation and our 

world. There are always glimpses of hope. Locally and nationally people are stepping up to help 

all sorts of special causes. Together we are positively responding to local people in need of 

food, housing, and gas, and so much more.  

Yet it is extremely easy for us to get mad and be frustrated and to spin our wheels and to feel 

insignificant as we can feel more and more that the cause is lost, that we won’t get back to 

civility and common decency. We so much want to get to where we can trust one another and 

those who we elect to serve us. 

Continuing to wallow in the works of the flesh is not the answer. They are not the works of 

God’s Spirit. They are the works of those who reject God’s promise of an abundant life in him. 

As we make our way through this season of Pentecost may we always keep in mind that we are 

recipients of God’s Spirit and that we have God’s blessing, that we are commissioned to speak 

and act in ways that produce fruit of the Spirit. 

In producing fruit of the Spirit, we will continue to be as “radical” and countercultural as Paul in 

his letter to the church at Galatia. We will continue to force others to look at their behavior in 

the light of what God believes to be life to the fullest as we key on the needs of our neighbors 

first and ourselves secondly. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


