
Sunday, May 15, 2022 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Newness. Change. These are two words that immediately came to my mind as I read through 

our great texts for today. 

Individually each text speaks of something so new we might be astonished, as were those who 

were present when these occasions occurred or when they were heard about for the first time. 

And then taken together, they represent a recurring theme of all scripture captured in our 

second lesson, Revelation 21:5 “…see, I am making all things new.” 

Our first lesson from Acts is not only interesting but surely speaks of a change – something new 

for the other disciples and other Christians of that time. This text, in my mind, is one of the 

most significant in all of the New Testament following the resurrection of Christ. In these verses 

both Jews and Gentiles become brothers and sisters in Christ through the water of baptism. 

Scandalous. Unthinkable. 

While there may have been Gentiles who followed Jesus and appreciated his vision of the 

present and the future, they would always have been on the outside looking in. Now – now 

they are on the inside with all other followers. 

But not without a rough transition. There certainly were Christians who were former Jews who 

questioned the notion that others could follow Christ and gather for worship in his name. 

We know there was certainly turmoil as Gentiles eventually were welcomed as followers of the 

risen Lord. 

I began thinking and wondering given our world and culture today how that situation might 

play our right now. I shutter to think of the demonstrations that would occur. I can see all sorts 

of riots, civil disobedience, and even mass shootings. I hope I am wrong, but given how many 

folks to change, to newness, in today’s world, I fear I may not be far off. 

Peter says in our text, “If then God gave them the same gift,” referring of course to the gift of 

the Holy Spirit, “that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 

could hinder God?” 

And then I began to wonder how Christians today hinder God. I’d like to believe that most 

Christians today do not set out to hinder God. However, being human, we are not always 

loving, caring, forgiving, and giving as we ought as we follow Christ’s footsteps. We make 

judgments and decisions. We sometimes think that what we say and do is more about us than 

about Christ. 

And many times, as we reflect on what we said or did on a specific occasion we realize that we 

may have indeed hindered God. 



I very much appreciate the last verse in our text from Acts today – “When they heard this, they 

were silenced. And they praised God saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 

repentance that leads to life.’” Thankfully that was a gift from God and not dependent on us.  

Newness and change can also be seen and appreciated in our second lesson from Revelation. 

What a change it is and it is absolutely new – a new heaven and a new earth, a New Jerusalem. 

And God proclaims, “See I am making all things new.” God is the beginning and the end. He is 

the water of life, and he gives us freely of himself. 

Again, I have taken great comfort in our readings this season from Revelation. I believe that’s 

because of the mess our world is in and the utter uncertainty of the future for all who inhabit 

planet earth. Many of us feel that we need to get off the merry-go-round and take a break and 

envision a brand-new scenario in which life is more peaceful, where the world can truly come 

together and constantly glorify the Lord. Thankfully we have a God who has promised us 

change and newness, who has promised us that the best is yet to come. 

Newness and change are again evident in our gospel text which we recognize as the text for 

Maundy Thursday – before the crucifixion and resurrection. Yet, in this time following the 

resurrection we certainly can appreciate Jesus’ words, his new command to followers of all 

times. 

Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 

It is true that the command to love others is found elsewhere in scripture in both the Old 

Testament and the New Testament, however the newness, the new element that Jesus adds is 

“as I have loved you.’” That’s new, it’s a marvelous change and its significant for all who follow 

Christ. 

And in a sense Jesus’ words, taken seriously, can make us stop and consider just how God loves 

us. 

To help the disciples carry out the new command the gift of the Holy Spirit was given to them. 

And with the Spirit came a new awareness that defined what their mission was all about. 

We might think of that as a light going on, as an “aha moment.” With the assistance of the Holy 

Spirit his disciples than and all of us today share a new awareness, a new understanding of what 

it means to serve Christ and more particularly what it means to love others as God loves us. 

Fortunately for us, we have God’s word, Holy Scripture, to help inform us of how God 

continually loves his people, those who look to him for life itself, and all of creation. 

From Genesis to Revelation, we understand our God to be active, to be in communication with 

his people, with those he has chosen to be prophets and leaders. 



The scriptures are packed full of stories that show us once again that our God is not some far-

off cosmic entity. Rather, our God is with us, within us, guiding us by his Spirit to carry out his 

commands and mandates. 

On a very personal level we could all share stories of how God has shown his love to us: 

through prayer, through healing, guidance through tough times and on and on. Many of our 

stories will strike similar chords, while some may be specific to our life situations. 

The point is this – we know how God loves us and, in many respects, we know how to love 

others as God loves us. Yet, that is so often easier said than done. 

Perhaps, especially today, we are witnessing the exact opposite of the love of God portrayed all 

around us. It seems too often that it is easier to show hatred, prejudices of all sorts. 

It seems that many folks today find isolating themselves and showing disgust and distaste is the 

easiest path, and the correct one. And these mindsets seem to be contagious – easily caught 

and passed on. 

It is easier to write someone off than to love them as God loves them. 

And so, you and I and Christians everywhere today are continually called to take on the more 

difficult task and show the love of God to everyone we meet. 

Like the disciples after receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are entrusted with representing 

God and his love – as God loves us. Again, as Luther once said – we are to be little Christs.” We 

are to love all others as God loves us. 

As the song many of us learned in our youth – “They will know we are Christians by our love.” 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

 


