
Sunday, April 24, 2022 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Years ago, I thought that the gospel text before us today 

was centered on the apostle Thomas. However, over 

time I’ve come to realize that while Thomas is a main 

character in the text, the disciples as a whole are at the 

center of this great second Sunday of Easter story. 

We find in our gospel text that it is the first day of the 

week and the disciples are in hiding. And they are 

terrified. They have no idea what to do next. 

Now remember that Peter and the beloved disciple saw 

the empty tomb and ran back to tell everyone what 

strange news that was. Mary Magdalene told the other 

disciples Jesus was raised and that she had seen him.  

And it seems that none of that had a great impact. No 

indeed. That evening the disciples are hiding away, 

fearing that those who came for Jesus just might come 

for them next. Beyond these facts we can’t imagine what 

their conversation together might have been, but they 

were not, as we are prone to say, in a good place. 



Go with me now to our first lesson from Acts. Here we 

see the apostles standing before the council having been 

arrested. Peter and the others have already been very 

outspoken. Now as they face a trial scene not unlike the 

one Jesus himself faced, Peter and the other apostles 

speak the gospel openly and clearly, not shying away 

from the hard truth that those who rejected Jesus 

contributed to his death, and yet offering forgiveness in 

Christ’s name. Such courage from those who were once 

cowering. 

Their witness is unmistakable and is an example for us. 

They say, “we must obey God rather than any human 

authority.” Here and elsewhere the apostles witness 

reflects a power outside of themselves. In the end we 

understand that they are merely responding to a Spirit 

who empowers them in times of need. 

So, I think the question for all of us today is simply this – 

What happened between the first scene and the second? 

And the answer is – the risen Jesus appeared to them. 

As the disciples recognized his presence with them, he 

said, “Peace be with you.” He then showed them the 

marks of his crucifixion. Then the disciples rejoiced. Then 



we have what may be called “John’s Pentecost” – the 

Holy Spirit received from Jesus. 

We read that Jesus twice extends his peace, making it 

more than a mere greeting. It marks his distinctive 

blessing to his followers. And in doing so, Jesus sends 

them out following the pattern of his own ministry. In 

Jesus’ name they are called to extend his ministry of 

forgiveness.  

Seeing the risen Jesus was the key. They went from 

absolute confusion to belief instantly. I try to imagine the 

first time following Jesus’ visit when they met Thomas. 

Thomas, I suspect, was still in that “what in the world 

happened? What do we do now? Are we going to be 

arrested and killed also?” stage. 

I imagine the disciples smiling and joyful as they tell 

Thomas that they have seen the risen Jesus. 

Did Thomas think they were lying or drunk? We’ll never 

know. We do know that Thomas was not about to take 

their word to heart. Thomas needed proof. He had to see 

with his own eyes. 

And so, Thomas over the centuries has been labeled 

“doubting Thomas.” But it’s also interesting that more 



recent interpreters and commentators emphasize 

Thomas’ virtues: realistic, skepticism, commitment to 

gathering, and the strongest profession of faith by 

anyone in John’s gospel – “My Lord and my God.” 

The risen Jesus brought peace, forgiveness, new life and 

empowerment in the Spirit to go and share the good 

news with everyone everywhere. And I believe it is 

crucial for us to understand that even those who wrestle 

with doubt are welcomed and included in the circle of 

sent witnesses. 

The move from fear to faith, timidity to tenacity, is the 

direct result of the resurrected Jesus intersecting with 

the lives of his people. 

So then, where does all that leave us today? We are 

surely living in highly anxious and fearful times. We are 

surrounded and bombarded with more issues of 

significance than we care to admit. In one sense our 

world appears to be exploding with – inflation, war, and 

divisiveness. We see renewed gun violence and little 

willingness to compromise and move forward. 

And I believe that many folks today are very, very 

tempted to ignore the message of resurrection and hide 

behind locked doors, be they gated communities, 



segregated neighborhoods, echo chambers of shared 

beliefs, or church communities disconnected from their 

neighbors and the challenging issues of justice, healing 

and poverty in their own neighborhoods. 

Therefore, if the church is to gather and proclaim belief 

in the resurrection, it should matter. It has the power to 

transform us from passive anxiety to active love. 

Our liturgy with its baptismal remembrance, the word in 

scripture and sermon, and Holy Communion have the 

potential energy to move us once again from fear to 

faith, from timidity to tenacity, and from isolation and 

despair to urgent, joyful sharing of the good news with 

all. 

We are Easter people. That is, we see the empty cross. 

We believe Jesus was resurrected and has ascended to 

the Father. 

We are not firsthand witnesses. Yet we are blessed just 

the same. John says, “Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet come to believe.” We are those John speaks 

of. Through faith we believe the witness of the saints – 

that Jesus is alive now and forever. 

We need not be like Thomas – who needed to see, had 

to witness firsthand what the disciples told him. Yet, 



because we are human, we may occasionally want to 

shout, “Lord I believe. Help my unbelief.” We have not 

seen yet we believe. God’s Holy Spirit resides in us, 

helping us to appreciate God’s truth that will set us free 

to serve God with all the gifts, talents, and blessings we 

possess. 

John’s gospel today ends with words that we can take to 

heart – as we come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of God we have life in his name. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 


