
Sunday, April 17, 2022 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! And we are gathered together in person, singing and celebrating the 

festival of the church year – Easter! 

The tomb is empty. Jesus is not there. And the disciples and the women who found the empty 

tomb were amazed. Amazed. Out of death – life! Alleluia! 

In an article in the March 2022 edition of the Living Lutheran magazine, presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton wrote her monthly article and in it she said, “Some days – or if I’m honest, 

many days – I want to press the reset button.” What an image. If you are like me you will 

respond by saying, “Me too.”  

We find ourselves stuck with the COVID pandemic. We see numbers plummeting as we think 

about a new normal or a return to the old normal. And we are aware of a sub-variant of 

Omicron that could return us to measures we don’t want to revisit. 

Relatives and friends continue to test positive some are hospitalized and sadly some die from 

COVID. Others are suffering from long-term effects that baffle the medical community. 

COVID may be somewhat in the rearview mirror, but it is still ahead of us as well as we move 

forward as best, we can. Where is the reset button? 

Over the past year or so we’ve dealt with inflation in ways we haven’t seen for many decades. 

The price of everything is up. There are certainly many reasons. Much of it has to do with 

COVID in one way or another. There continue to be shortages of goods worldwide, the supply 

chain has been disrupted in ways we’ve not experienced before. A shortage of chips has us 

waiting for everything from electronics to appliances to automobiles. 

And there is nothing to suggest this situation will end and reverse itself any time soon. Where is 

the reset button? 

Our nation is suffering in other ways as well. Everything related to politics has us all scratching 

our heads – no matter which side of the aisle we are on. 

It seems we’ve regressed, that some major victories for minorities of all sorts are being 

questioned with movements to reverse the progress made to this point. 

We find that a big deal is made of a candidate for supreme court justice, Ketanji Brown Jackson. 

She was grilled because she is a person of faith. It would seem to some apparently that one 

cannot be a person of faith and serve the court interpreting the U. S. Constitution as has been 

done by previous and current justices. Or is this just politics today? Where is the reset button? 



Where, o where, is the reset button? 

Locally, we have major rezoning issues, and we are seeing issues arising in our schools and with 

school boards. It seems that the extreme right and the extreme left simply cannot find a middle 

position and move on. Where is the reset button? 

I could go on and on and you could go on and on and together we can ask many times: Where is 

the reset button? 

Today we have a great deal to live with and work through. We are stressed and we tend to 

think back to what we believe were better days. And we wonder what the future has in store 

for our nation and the world, and for our families. 

But the good news in all of this is precisely that Easter – the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection is 

the reset button.  

Jesus surprised the world of his day by not being in the tomb when the women arrived to 

prepare his body for burial. Jesus became the reset button. 

His disciples and those closest to him and eventually all of his followers would learn that the 

world changed. The reset button was pushed. Jesus is raised from the dead. 

But please note that the fact that Jesus was raised changed forever how God is perceived and 

followed. The world did not become a new Eden – it was not filled only with peace, love, and 

joy. 

From the day of resurrection to today, our world has and will continue to go through wars, 

pandemics, droughts, floods, turmoil of all sorts. It has and will endure societal systems that are 

in great need of repair and restructuring. 

But here is the very good news for us today – we have a new way to live as we reset our lives to 

follow Christ more closely. We have daily promises of care and love. We are cared for, loved, 

given grace upon grace so that we can share the same with all we meet on our daily walk-

through life. 

And we have hope – eternal hope – that as Jesus was raised from the dead – so shall we be 

raised. 

We are offered a place in God’s heaven where we will enjoy a New Eden and see God face to 

face. We will feast at the heavenly banquet. 

Our hope is based on Jesus’ promises, of his resurrection, of his creative love, his providing all 

we need and his offer of salvation. 

That’s a reset like no other. It is a reset to shout about – Alleluia! 



I want to end with the final words of Bishop Eaton in her article: “…I want to hold out the truth 

and the promise of God’s ultimate reset – the death and resurrection of Jesus. In this act of 

redemption, God has brought about the reconciliation of all people and of all creation. This 

reset, though not completely realized, gives us a way to speak and hear truth from one another. 

Jesus said, ‘You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’” 

He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

 

 


