
Sunday, March 6, 2022 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

We find ourselves in this first Sunday of Lent leaning into the journey of focusing and preparing 

all that will take place over the next forty days. This season is forty days in length, not counting 

Sundays, of course. So, we are in the season of forty days in which Noah found himself, 

alongside his family and the animals of the world. Forty days of rain would cleanse the world, 

with Noah and his family living in the faith that at the end of this, the rain would stop, the sun 

would shine, and a new world would await. 

We are in the season of forty days in which Moses found himself as he fasted on the great 

mountain of God, waiting to hear a word that would come in the form of two stone tablets with 

the Ten Commandments of God. 

We are in the season of forty days that reflects the forty years the Israelites wandering in the 

wilderness, preparing and praying for the day when they would be allowed to dwell in the land 

God had promised to their ancestors.  

We are in the season of forty days in which Christ finds himself fasting and praying in the 

wilderness, preparing for his work, and facing down the enemy of God. 

After forty days, filled with the Spirit and famished from his fast, Jesus fully encounters the 

great accuser, Satan, the one whose only goal is to sow the seeds of mistrust. The words of the 

devil are crafted to create just the briefest amount of doubt and just the tiniest of question 

marks, creating space for more mistrust to live and breed. From his very first word, the devil 

calls into question so very much: “If you are the Son of God…” If. 

And the devil continues. “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 

bread.” A second time. “If you…will worship me, it will all be yours.” And finally, “If you are the 

Son of God, throw yourself down from here.” And what follows reminds us that even the devil 

is able to quote chapter and verse. 

And we find that three conditions are followed by three results that the world most certainly 

gladly enjoys – food without end, power without limit, life without death. These are pure and 

simply three tests that, if Jesus complied, would leave him wildly popular with the people – 

world hunger at an end, Jesus as the ruler of all the kingdoms of earth, a ruler who would never 

die. Jesus would be worshipped as a king and a god. But the price of complying would be great. 

That price would be his relationship with God. The price would be cutting off this relationship, 

making it ever more important to place his trust in himself and his own power rather than trust 

in God. And that is a steep price, indeed. 

The devil’s work, after all, isn’t to destroy wholesale, isn’t to destroy everything. Not at all. The 

devil’s work is to chip away, inch by inch, piece by piece, at our relationship with God. The 

devil’s work is to call us away from God and toward a meager substitute. The devil’s work is to 



distract us with numbness and money and food and a great deal of other stuff, so that we too 

would question and forget our true identity – beloved children of God. 

This text before us today greets us each first Sunday in Lent. It is sobering for us to think that 

the devil would take advantage of Jesus who just ended a forty day fast. How could he? But 

then, that is how he operates – lest we forget. 

And at the end of the day, at the end of this scripture text we commend Jesus for standing up 

to the devil and making him go away. But we also know that the devil will return at an 

opportune time. And as we travel through Lent we can look ahead and realize that a more 

opportune time will be during the week we call “Holy.” The devil will be present in all of his 

glory thinking that he has the final word, that Jesus is no match for him, thinking that if only 

Jesus would have acquiesced earlier all that was happening could have been avoided.  

And to all of that we can ask – And how did that work out? 

Each year as we come face to face with this season of forty days and look carefully at the 

symbolism of forty days and forty years and the servants of God associated with these 

timeframes, we can easily look back at our lives, no matter how old or young we are. 

And we can perhaps recall a time or times in our lives when we’ve found ourselves to be in a 

time of battling with the devil, listening to his words that, at first, sound so very soothing and 

true. The enemy knows scripture and knows us as well. The devil has the ability to offer us 

situations that at first sound wonderful and right and true. And he is hopeful that we will in a 

moment of weakness succumb to his promises. 

Tempted we are. But if we are able to pause for a moment and tell the devil we will get back to 

him, we have time to work through all that he promises and find that it truly is too good to be 

true. What he offers us is not the true picture, the true nature of what we are about as 

followers of Christ. 

We are constantly reminded about scammers of all kinds. We are told – If it sounds too good to 

be true, it is too good to be true. I like to think that our gospel text today is where that saying 

might have originated.  

The devil in his conversation kept saying - If you are the Son of God… In his conversations with 

us he may simply say – If you are a follower, a disciple of Christ…And then continue to tempt us 

as he did Jesus. 

And Jesus, even in a state of hunger following a 40 day fast, was clear headed and would not 

fall for the enemy’s traps. If the devil thought Jesus was ripe for the picking because he was 

exceedingly hungry, he was certainly surprised. When he realized he had lost the battle – he 

departed until a more opportune time.  



Evil does not go away for long. It does not disappear, never to return. It lurks in the shadows 

waiting to bait us once more, attempting to move us away from God and the relationship he 

established with us at our baptism. 

While I’m not sure any of us fast for 40 days, I do know that we are more vulnerable at times, 

depending on how we are feeling, how busy and stressed we are, how we may feel estranged 

from God, not by God’s doing, but how we have failed to center and focus on God in our lives. 

And when we are more vulnerable, we are more easily swayed by the devil’s arguments and 

promises. We are open to promises that flatter us, that make us believe we are in absolute 

control, promises that are easy for us to fall for – hook, line and sinker. If only we will turn to 

him and his lies and deceptions. 

But as sons and daughters of God through baptism we have the resources Jesus had to send the 

devil away – at least for the time being. 

We have God’s Spirit with us to help us process the deception that undergirds all that the devil 

spews forth. 

We can recite scripture to refute the devil’s misrepresentation of the word of God. 

We know that all that God does in our world is out of a deep and lasting sense of love for all his 

creation. And that is not true of the devil. 

Our times battling the devil may not be 40 days long, but however long they may be, we need 

to be reassured that like Jesus, as we are faithful to the relationships we have with God, we can 

put off the devil and his empty promises. We do all of that over and over, again and again, 

thanking God for the gift of His Spirit and of his creative love and the gift of salvation through 

His Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

 

 

 


