
Sunday, January 16, 2022 

Grace and Peace be to You from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

I’m beginning my sermon today with a “Show and Tell” segment, something that I’ve 

never done before. This is a Cana Wedding Jar that I purchased in Cana in 1991. 

Pastor Denny Trout and I were roommates on this trip and we each decided to buy one 

of these while in Cana. As we packed to go home the question of how best to pack it 

was a laughable topic. How do you ship home a fragile locally made clay jar? The 

answer -right in the middle of your suitcase wrapping it securely with used clothing. And 

it worked. Both of them made it home unbroken. 

So, what is of great interest with this clay jar is how it is used. It is, of course, used at 

the time of a wedding. The bride and groom would be served wine in it. But how do you 

get the wine into it? Well, obviously you turn it upside down and pour wine into the 

bottom. Then turn it upright and pour the wine for the bride and the groom. 

So then why the “Show and Tell?” Well, I ask that you keep that image of pouring in one 

opening and pouring out from two separate openings as we continue this morning. 

Part of our focus today comes from Paul’s 1st letter to the church at Corinth. This letter 

reminds us that while the blessed delight of God is offered to all, the manifestations of 

that glory are diverse. Different gifts given, but all are offered for the glory of God in 

service for the common good. The glory of God sometimes involves ecstatic speech, 

sometimes discernment of the Spirit’s direction, sometimes powers of healing.  

The glory of God is diverse in its manifestations, and that diversity is itself one more 

manifestation of the Spirit. 

How does this segment of Paul’s letter impact each of us today? Let’s go back to the 

Cana Wedding Jar. Picture the jar as yourself – yes, you are truly a clay jar – created in 

God’s image, for sure, and importantly you and each member of God’s adopted family 

have been given gifts. And they go in the bottom of the jar. 

But each of us has unique gifts. Some may actually be the same, while others are quite 

different. There are many, many gifts given to us. And each one given specifically to us 

by God. “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” And 

that’s where the pouring spouts on the wedding jar come in. Gifts, like wine, are to be 

shared. We were not given gifts to hoard them and forget about them. No indeed. The 

gifts given us are to be poured out as we continually and always give glory and thanks 

to God for his gifts to us and we put each and every one to good use so that others 

benefit from our God given gifts. This is all part of living a Christ-like life, the life of a 

disciple, to use our gifts – poured out – given freely to friends, family, the church and far 

beyond. 



And we can and we should always celebrate that fact as we celebrate with good wine 

that we do not hoard but share with others. 

In our gospel text today, Jesus provided the first of his signs that drew people into the 

glory of God. The absence of wine used to bless the bride and groom threatened the joy 

of the wedding celebration. Honor certainly turned toward shame. The wedding day 

would be remembered in Canaan for all the wrong reasons. 

But Mary, Jesus’ mother, forced his hand. While he was reluctant to act, like many 

mothers before her, Mary urged her offspring forward to become all that he was capable 

of being. Jesus turned an over-the-top amount of water into wine well beyond the 

quantity required. Shame faded into the background, and honor was restored for the 

couple and their parents, who hosted them. Well into the evening, glasses were once 

again raised to the couple, this time holding the finest wine yet tasted. 

Of great significance here is that the glory of God begins in events in which humans 

engage with great regularity. In the wake of our best vows that lean into the future, 

sometimes a breakdown in what is expected casts a deep shadow over the days ahead. 

In this very human moment in Cana, Jesus, the Word of God who came to dwell among 

us, acted to reveal the glory of God. The glory of the divine was revealed in 

extraordinary fine wine. 

As we go back to our first reading from Isaiah and work our way through the text from 

John and read a portion of the letter from Paul, we find they add to our Epiphany theme 

of revelation by making clear the steadfastness of God, from who all good gifts come. 

All of this may remind us of a short, favorite hymn of the church – what we call “The 

Doxology”: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 

below; Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” 

One of the reasons I love Epiphany is because we see in a few short weeks many 

highlights of the life of Jesus that speak directly as to how he is made known, how he is 

manifested, to the world. Our texts are full of important understandings that get at the 

heart and core of who Jesus was and what his earthly mission was all about. 

In this season we see in broad strokes what God was up to as we celebrate the birth of 

his Son, his life in headline form and then moving toward his death on the cross for all of 

humanity. 

As I mentioned before – Mary in our gospel text urged Jesus forward to become all that 

he was capable of being. Nothing like a mother’s nudge, right? 

Many of us had that nudge from our mother, father, or other important adult in our lives. 

These folks urged us toward a Christ-like life as we were baptized. And then as we 

attended Sunday school, attended worship, catechetics, youth group, choir or whatever 

it was that propelled us to become all that we are capable of being. 



And perhaps that is the challenge for each of us this season of Epiphany – to become 

all that we are capable of being as followers, disciples of Jesus. 

We’re obviously living in unprecedented times as we will soon begin year #3 of the 

COVID pandemic and all else that is going on in the world. We may be challenged as 

never before to put the effort into becoming all that we are capable of being. 

Yet, that challenge is one that is worth accepting and diligently working to accomplish or 

at least work toward. 

Jesus offered an alternative lifestyle to every person of his day – to love God and one 

another, seeking first the Kingdom of God. It was a way of life that greatly bothered the 

status quo and made enemies of Jesus, enemies who ultimately would nail him to a 

cross in what they believed to be the final act. 

But God, of course, had one more surprise – Jesus was resurrected and lives now at 

the right hand of the Father. God remains Lord of all, the creator and lover of all that has 

been created. 

As God’s love remains steadfast, let us be steadfast in our efforts to be faithful disciples 

of the one who created us, sustains us, and offers us salvation. 

Once again – let us return to the Cana Wedding Jar. May its message be a visual for us 

to return to as we strive to be all that we are capable of being. 

God’s grace, mercy, peace, justice and love are given to us. And now it is up to us to 

pour it out to all those in need. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 


