
Sunday, December 5, 2021 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

This may indeed sound strange to you but some days ago as I was thinking about 

today, the second Sunday of Advent, in a general way, I was almost giddy. I was 

excited because I knew that the second Sunday in Advent was not about the end times 

and the Second Coming of Christ – not that that is something to be avoided, but rather I 

was ready to think about focusing on the coming of Christ the first time. 

I say that in part because I, perhaps like you, am almost forever tired of dealing with 

COVID, politics, etc. I want and need to focus on something that is always positive, 

always a joy to even think about. I want and need to focus for a time on the greatest gift 

given to the world by God as we do each and every year during this Advent season. I 

want and need to lean into Advent and focus on our texts that pull us into a story like no 

other, a story that is for all people of all time – past, present, and future. 

On one level you and I know that focusing on the story of Christ’s coming won’t remove 

us from the realities of our world and the daily angst that sometimes grips us more than 

we would like. However, I believe it is a wonderful and timely thing to do.  

In doing so we can look forward to the event that changed the world. Our Gospel text 

today from Luke’s gospel surely speaks to the coming change: “Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 

shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 

smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

There is no mistaking that John is speaking, prophesying about an event that is about to 

change the way people think about God and each other. The one to come is the one 

who will offer the forgiveness of sins – no more sacrificial offerings. They will not be 

needed. A new era will be ushered in. 

Luke’s words in our gospel and the psalmody along with those of John speak to a future 

that is going to blown wide open, a future that is going to allow all people to refocus their 

lives on their ever-loving, caring God.  

And I find all of that more exciting than I usually do, primarily because of what we’ve all 

been through for nearly two years now. 

You have all heard me say over and over again through this pandemic and the myriad 

issues we’ve tackled that our help continues to come from the Lord our God. And that is 

forever true. And I’ve said that in the meantime as we wait for a new livable normal to 

settle in, we must do whatever it is that we can do to live a Christ-like life and live out 

what it means to be a Christian each and every day, regardless of what we face. 

And if you are like me, while we embrace living out a Christian life, we need a respite, a 

break, an island with no noise or distractions. 



And I believe that this new season of Advent can be that get-away in the midst of our 

crazy lives. As we focus on each Sunday’s texts, we can allow ourselves to get lost in 

them, to hear God’s words fresh and new. We can, perhaps more than ever before, 

appreciate the words of all our texts that give us a hope like no other, whether we are 

speaking of Christ’s first or second Coming.  

Allow Advent’s texts to lead you on a pilgrimage to a promised future that we have 

already inherited, part of which we will realize in God’s heavenly kingdom after our 

earthly life.  

In John the Baptist’s time, it seems that everyone from Jewish peasants to Roman 

soldiers could somehow sense that all was not right with the world, and that longing led 

them to ask, “What then shall we do?” John’s answers to these questions were not 

revolutionary, but instead directed his listeners to turn toward their neighbors. Wherever 

their lives put them at that moment, they were to turn away from themselves in order to 

do justice. 

And I believe that question – what then shall we do? -is before us in this new Church 

year, this season of Advent, of anticipating the arrival of Christ on the world scene. 

What then shall we do? 

Because we are followers of Christ, we continue to live in two worlds at the same time. 

We all live in our day-by-day world and also in the knowledge that we also live in God’s 

Kingdom on earth. Two worlds at the same time. And not in some schizophrenic way.  

No indeed, we bridge the gap between these two worlds easily – with the help of God’s 

Spirit. Yet sometimes the happenings of this world give us pause and we must 

consciously summon all the faith we have to move through them all daily. Knowing that 

God has our back – that God gives us all we need to be faithful followers – gives us 

reason to carry on without fussing. 

And all of that is brought home as we continue to recognize that COVID and other 

forces and happenings can still make us a bit crazy at times. Sometimes we may 

become discouraged with life as we know it, but then we refocus on God and his 

promises that we live by, and our Spirit is renewed, and we are able to carry on knowing 

and trusting God’s promises have once again empowered and sustained us. 

I continue to observe what is taking place locally, nationally, and world-wide and I 

lament over the fact that so very many folks today around the world do not know Christ 

and the peace and abundant life that he  gives to those who call upon him and follow 

him as modern day disciples.  

I’ve said this before in different ways, but I simply can’t imagine a life where God is not 

praised, honored, and given thanks. I try to imagine a different world, just as John gives 

us a different vision of a coming future, where there will be peace and justice, where the 

world is not separated by human decisions that contradict God and the teachings of his 

Son, Jesus the Christ, the Promised One. 



And I know that the world today is as much in need of a Savior as it was when John 

prophesied in the wilderness.  

So then, as we allow Advent to inform us and refocus us and enjoy the season as we 

might never have done, perhaps we might want to ask ourselves what it could mean for 

each of us to be John the Baptist in our world today.  

What might we proclaim? What might we state as being a future that is to come, that will 

offer hope and forgiveness? And even more fundamental, will be able to stand before 

those who oppose change and say with certainty what God would have us say?  

Quite a challenge for us, isn’t it? I wonder if John thought about what others would think 

of him as see set out as God’s prophetic voice to the multitudes. Or did he simply state 

what God would have him say? Either way, he was the one called upon over 2000 

years ago to speak God’s incredible word to a world in need. 

We can rest assured that if we believe God is leading us to be a John the Baptist in any 

given situation, God will continue to strengthen us in our endeavors. He will assist us as 

we struggle to give voice to what he proposes for our world. 

There are two more Sundays in this short season of Advent, and I believe I will remain 

as excited as I am right now. 

I continue to look forward to what God has in store for the future as we encounter new 

texts.  

I trust that you, too, may be excited more than ever as we travel through this season of 

Advent, as together we live expectantly, awaiting the birth of the Savior of the world and 

living as the beneficiaries of the prophesies of John the Baptist so very long ago. 

May we allow ourselves to wallow in God’s promises this season of anticipation. May 

God bless our giddiness. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 


