
 

 

Sunday, November 21, 2021 

Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

There are a variety of ways to celebrate Festival Days of our church. Mostly 

congregations create a way to celebrate the day and that way becomes tradition. And 

we all love tradition. I know that I do.  

But today please allow me to refocus our attention on this Christ the King Sunday. 

For many denominations the church year is divided into seasons as is our calendar 

year, although there are more seasons of the church year than in our calendar year. 

I want to highlight each of these seasons for us this morning. 

(You will need to get your Bible and read the passages listed for each church season 

before continuing with the written explanation of the seasons) 

 

Advent (Mark 1:1-8) 

Each year the church year begins with Advent. Advent is a season marked with 

anticipation. We anticipate the celebration of Christmas, the celebration of God’s gift to 

the world – Jesus. We also focus on the time when Christ will come again in all his 

glory. Advent seems to fly by as we dress our homes and church for Christmas, as we 

sing expectant hymns. It is a busy time of preparation and anticipation.  

 

 

 

Christmas (Luke 2:1-7) 

Christmas is the shortest season of the church year. Here we enjoy the twelve days of 

Christmas as we joyfully celebrate Christ’s birth. During this season we also celebrate 

the beginning of a new calendar year as well. It is a season of rejoicing and anticipating 

the new year ahead. 

 

 

 

Epiphany (Matthew 2:1-12) 

Epiphany is between Christmas and Lent. Within the church it is a time set aside for us 

to see through our weekly texts how Jesus is made known to the world. It is a reminder 



 

 

for us as to just who Jesus is and how he lives out the love of his Father as he awakens 

followers to a new kingdom. 

 

 

 

Lent (Matthew 4:1-11) 

Lent – the long journey between Epiphany and Easter – is a time to reflect upon the 

ministry and mission of Jesus as he walked on earth. It also affords us the opportunity 

to take time to be introspective and to reset our lives to live as Christ would have us live. 

We journey to Jerusalem, and we become more sober, more stoic as we read once 

again how Jesus’ life is leading him to his destiny. 

 

 

 

The Three Days (John 19:17-30) 

Within the season of Lent, the last three days are set apart. They are the darkest days 

of our church year. During these three days we focus solely on Jesus’ final hours on 

earth. We focus on the cross, on Jesus, on his disciples, on his mother, Mary, and on 

the cross and the tomb. Once again, we come face to face with the depths of God’s love 

for his one and only Son and for each of us. 

 

 

 

Easter (Luke 24:1-12) 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! This is THE celebration of the church. Jesus’ resurrection 

changes everything including us. As his followers we have the promise of a resurrection 

like his. We understand once and for all that life, not death, is the final word. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11) 

Following Easter, we enter the longest of the church year’s seasons. After the disciples 

witness Jesus ascend into heaven, after they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, we find 

them going in all directions to spread the gospel – the good news of Jesus to all who 

have ears to hear. Here we learn from Jesus’ parables, miracle stories and other 

pertinent stories of Jesus’ ministry just what set Jesus apart and gives us a more 

complete understanding of what it is for us to live as Christ would have us live. 

 

 

 

 

So, what, you may ask, does this have to do with Christ the King Sunday? I’m glad to 

ask. 

As I was contemplating how to approach today’s sermon, I was struck by the tradition at 

Christ Lutheran Church for today. Instead of a sermon, the readings from each of the 

seasons are read and a hymn from each of those seasons is sung in response to the 

text.  

So, I got to thinking that reviewing each season of the church year with or without a 

hymn allows us within a few minutes to see what might not always be obvious – Christ 

is King of our lives each and every season of the Church year – each and every day of 

our lives. 

God is the reigning monarch – the King. Not as earthly kings are reckoned. Rather, 

Christ is King by virtue of his love for all creation. There is no king who can compare. 

There is no sovereign who approaches the love and concern of Christ our King. 

Not only are we shown God’s grace, forgiveness, justice, peace, we are shown his love 

in innumerable ways minute by minute. 

Our sovereign, our God in Christ Jesus, is the example for all those with authority over 

others and for each of us who follow him through thick and thin, through the good times 

and the not so good times. Through each and every season of the church and calendar 

year. Through each day and minute of each season. 

May we always rejoice and give thanks for Christ – our King – as next Sunday we once 

again begin a new church year – Advent 2021. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 


