
Reformation Sunday, October 31, 2021 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

“If you continue in my word, you are my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the 

truth will make you free.” 

Each year on Reformation Sunday we are greeted with this verse from John’s gospel. 

And each year I read it I immediately ask the question – free to do what? 

The short answer just may be that we are set free to be in a special relationship with our 

God, including being part of a local congregation of God’s one, holy church. 

And in some ways, I believe Martin Luther over time more and more grasped the 

significance of that verse as evidenced by his life as a monk, a theologian, a pastor, a 

husband, father and ultimately a reformer of the church. 

Luther surely believed that the local congregation was an integral part of that 

relationship: to be able to gather regularly, participate in worship in your native 

language, to study scripture and to be ever aware of the needs of those in the 

congregation and beyond. 

Luther also came to appreciate the family unit, parents and children, as another integral 

part of the relationship one has with God. Imagine this – he came to believe that 

parents, not pastors or Sunday School teachers, were to be the chief theologians for 

their children. And to assist parents in this effort he wrote The Small Catechism as an 

aid, a handbook, an instruction manual, for parents to teach the faith to their children – 

what it means to follow Christ, to be a disciple. 

In Luther’s day the biggest and greatest technological advancement, and it had huge 

implications, was the printing press. And for Luther that meant his theses, his 

Catechism and other writings were now available to all who were literate. 

Times have surely changed. Fewer parents undertake the task and challenge of 

teaching the faith to their children. They have abdicated that responsibility to others. 

Technology has run rampant. And for all the good that our modern technological 

advances have added to our society and lives, it appears easier than ever to 

disseminate misinformation regarding religion, faith in general and Christianity in 

specific. 

Over the centuries some folks have equated the Reformation to a revolution within the 

church. And certainly not a revolution with weapons and troops and acts of war, but a 

revolution within the established Roman Catholic Church. 

Luther, you may recall, did not want to split from Rome. He was interested in affecting 

changes that he considered to be needed and were not addressed by the hierarchy of 



the church. He wanted the church to act with respect, empathy and dignity toward all its 

members. 

What took place over several years ended with a complete break from Rome as Luther 

was labelled a heretic and was nearly killed as the reformation movement continued 

and grew and grew as many supported Luther’s views and supported his efforts. 

Through all that was happening Luther never stopped moving forward, guided by his 

faith in God and his interpretation of the scriptures. He and Katherine raised a large 

family. He taught countless students, pastored the local congregation in Wittenberg and 

lived a Christ-like life as he understood what it meant for him to be Christian. He was 

always aware of who he was and whose he was. He came to understand and 

appreciate the relationship he had with God that God initiated at his baptism. 

One of my favorite stories of Luther has him in a pub following worship one Sunday. 

Someone saw him and asked if he shouldn’t rather be our saving souls. Luther 

responded that the Holy Spirit had to have something to do. 

The essence of that story played out perfectly in my life when some years ago I was a 

craft show on a Sunday afternoon. I was recognized by a stand-holder who I knew to be 

a member of a much more fundamental church. As I walked by, he asked how many 

souls I had saved that morning. Without slowing down or missing a beat, I replied that I 

had saved no one and that was the job of the Holy Spirit. I kept walking on with a smile 

on my face, silently thanking Martin Luther. 

In one sense Luther and other reformers remind us through their persistence that we 

are not made free to be couch potatoes, gripers, whiners and the like. We are not made 

free to watch the world go by. We are not made free to be Monday morning 

quarterbacks. 

We are, however, made free to live Christ-like lives. We are made free to serve out Lord 

God in word and deed, to care for others and self to the glory of God. 

We are made free to put into practice ideals that are Christ-like, ideals we learn from 

Jesus’ ministry on earth and from dedicated followers through the ages. No matter how 

advanced our society and world become, these ideals, these principles, do not change. 

From Christ to Luther, from Luther to each of us, we are to not only highly these ideals, 

but we are also to daily practice them as they are to be part and parcel of who we are 

and how we serve, how we give thanks to God. 

These practices are not new to us but highlighting a few of them is a great way to keep 

them front and center as we commemorate Martin Luther today. 

Knowing the truth, you and I are free to serve our God in ongoing thanksgiving for what 

he has done and continues to do for us. 

We are free to practice justice – Where do we see a need for justice? Where do we see 

injustices going unseen by many, or not addressed as they ought to be? Are we part of 



some injustice that has a long history and is taken for granted by many? Certainly, 

recent happenings locally and elsewhere have given us opportunity to keep our eyes 

open more than ever before to just how injustice is a blight on our society and how it is 

totally against what our faith teaches us about justice for all. 

We are free to practice peace, to be peacemakers – How can we be peacemakers in 

our homes, neighborhoods, and the larger community? It seems that opportunities 

abound these days. 

We are free to practice grace – I find it difficult to see grace being practiced in our 

society today. Instead, we seem to be favoring and “eye for an eye” mentality. Grace 

seems harder and harder to find. Many folks today want vengeance it seems. Many 

want to be judge, jury and executioner. Grace seems more and more to be a concept 

that is out of vogue. How can we reverse this debilitating trend? 

We are free to practice love – God’s love for us is never ending. It never stops or slows 

down. God’s love for us is the example for us to follow. It’s in our DNA. How do we 

access it, thereby putting the world’s predicaments into proper perspective? 

Perhaps focusing a bit on Luther today gives us a sense of how we practice our 

Christian faith during very difficult times for us all. For me, I believe Luther’s 

determination allowed him to simply put one foot in front of the other day in and day out. 

His life was lived one day at a time, one crisis at a time. Even when his life was 

threatened, he was whisked away to the Wartburg castle and continued writing and 

waiting until it was safe enough to return home. 

Giving up was never in his mind. It wasn’t about giving in or giving up. It was about 

continuing to move toward a more faithful, authentic church. And under that banner he 

lived an exemplary life that brought about the changes he advocated and so much 

more. 

Our cue from Luther is to do the same. Never give in or give up. Always know that we 

are free to serve God as best we can. Always knowing and believing that God will never 

ever forsake us or forget us. His love reigns supreme. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 


