
Sunday, October 3, 2021 

Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

Two weeks I talked about the texts of the day being classic cases of “On-the-one-hand, 

and on-the-other-hand” situations. I was struck that our texts today seem to be such that 

“on-the-one-hand, and on-the-other hand” are two sides of the same coin. They are not 

diametrically opposed to each other. Our texts today present us with great teachings 

about human relationships – how they are to come about and how we are to live within 

the confines of them. 

When I was growing up in the 50’s and early 60’s it was uncommon to know a family in 

which there was a divorce. Stepmoms and Stepdads were far and few between. The 

term “blended family” had not been coined. When my parents talked about the divorce 

of someone, they knew it was with hushed tones. Heaven forbid that everyone should 

know. 

Times change. Mindsets change. Society changes. And while not all these changes are 

for the good of all, some are. Sometimes divorce is necessary for the physical and 

mental health of the whole family. And certainly, our laws permit divorce, which can be a 

double-edged sword. Divorce is common, almost as common as marriage. Today we 

hardly give the thought or fact of divorce a second thought. 

For me it’s ironic that these texts are before us today. This past Friday afternoon I 

officiated at a wedding of a member of Emmanuel. Friday afternoon Victoria Knight, 

Karen Jordan’s daughter, was married to James Arnold. The bride and groom are 

responsible adults with great lives and a bright future. The world is truly their oyster, as 

they say. The future is wide open. Optimism abounds. Love reigns supreme. 

Yet, neither they or their parents or friends or any of us can foresee the future to know if 

their marriage will continue until death parts them.  

Scripturally we know that the basic unit of all societies is the family: spouses and their 

families and extended families. And we know that this basic societal unit is blessed by 

God.  

From the ELW marriage service we find this prayer: “Gracious God, you sent your Son 

Jesus Christ into the world to reveal your love to al people. Enrich those who are 

marrying with every good gift, that their life together may show forth your love; grant that 

at the last we may celebrate with Christ the marriage feast that has no end; in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Amen” 

Part of the Acclamation in the service is this – “Those whom God has joined together let 

no ne separate.” 



And the final blessing to end the service is this: “The blessed holy Trinity makes you 

strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace, 

now and forever. Amen” 

Our society and our church hold marriage in high regard. Where would we be without it?  

Two created by God become one created by God. That’s a fact that is worth our giving 

unending praise to God. 

According to Jesus God allowed for divorce because of the hardness of heart of one or 

both spouses. It sounds like God felt there was no choice in the matter when hardness 

of heart is to the point of no return. And we lament that marriages sometimes get to that 

point. Yet, God thought it best to allow divorce rather than make a mockery of the union 

that marriage brings with it. 

What I hope and trust for us today is that we can look at this basic unit of society and 

widen our viewpoint, widen, and extend it to all of the relationships in which we find 

ourselves: family, extended family, the many groups and organizations to which we 

belong. We must include the fact that we are neighbors with other in our communities. 

We are friends with others, many who share our belief systems and likely some who 

don’t. We are in many more relationships than we might think about at first. 

And I’m hopeful that we can see that all these relationships are blessed by God in the 

very same way as a marriage is blessed. God initiated marriage and all our 

relationships so that we are individually and as a community and larger society can live 

day by day in happiness and peace. Where we can be forgiving, show grace, mercy, 

and love. 

I also very much think that “hardness of heart” is often responsible for our leaving some 

relationships and creating or becoming part of other relationships. 

And for sure some of this transpires naturally as we move to new residences, as we no 

longer have children in school or at home, as our gifts and talents move from one 

organization to another, as we become involved in new hobbies and interests, etc. 

And then some of our relationship changes occur because either we or others are so 

hard hearted that we cannot abide with each other any longer. And sometimes that is 

regrettable, sometimes that hurts us deeply, sometimes we are unsure that we want to 

put ourselves out there and be vulnerable around others who may not always welcome 

our views or we theirs. 

Sometimes we need a break, a time away to reevaluate if and how we want to enter a 

new relationship, be it personal or communal, be it church related, or community based. 

Sometimes we need to take a deep breath and pray that God’s Spirit will give us 

direction. 

And I believe for most folks, most of the time, God answers in a way that allows to enter 

new relationships and trust that it will be for our good and the good of others as well. 



Living in community, regardless of how you define community is never without risk. It 

means that we put ourselves into the midst of at least one other and hope to become a 

force for good, a force that helps our community or family, a force that is God initiated, a 

voice that speaks with love, care, and concern for others. 

A good marriage, a good relationship, no matter how you define good, is not an 

accident. It takes work daily. It cannot be left to chance. It is too precious to be left to 

however the wind is blowing at the moment. 

It cannot be taken for granted. It must be nurtured and cared for and given priority. It 

must not be afraid to trust and grow. It must allow for disturbances that are sure to 

appear now and then. It must be able to forgive.  

I keep saying this, but it is so true – fortunately for us, we have God with us through his 

Spirit to lead us and guide us in ways that allow our relationships to be all they can be. 

We have countless lessons from God’s word to us as how-to live-in community. 

Now, perhaps more than ever, it seems that our relationships of all sorts and kinds are 

more important and more threatened than in times past. 

Between the pandemic and the great divide that exists in our nation and the world, 

relationships are being stressed and tested. 

From marriages to family to all other relationships we enjoy and cherish – all are 

increasingly vulnerable. It seems that all that God has ordained as being “good” is being 

challenged. 

Now is the time for us to dig deep and speak and act in ways that acknowledge God’s 

love and guiding hand in our lives as we thank God for the relationships, he has given 

us and the relationship he has established with us through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

 

 

 


