
Sunday, September 25, 2021 

Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

“You’re doing it all wrong.” It is so very frighteningly easy for those words to slip our 

from us whether we’re teaching a child a new skill, helping someone with unfamiliar 

technology, providing “helpful advice to a colleague or co-worker, or observing someone 

unexpected serve God.   

We may not always use such blunt words, but there are plenty of subtle ways to say the 

same thing. And this is rarely a helpful message. Yes, if someone is about to mistakenly 

concoct a potential explosion in the lab, or violate some life-preserving safety standard, 

there can be a good reason for rapid and blunt judgment. But most of the time that 

simply isn’t the case. 

Most often, I suspect, “you’re doing it all wrong” slips out simply because we are so fond 

of being absolutely right. We act as though God needs us to defend the divine truth from 

false teaching or action, which then implies that either truth is so very small that we can 

comprehend and understand it fully enough to adequately protect it or that God is 

incapable of safeguarding it without us. We fail to love another because we are 

jealously “guarding” a truth we have claimed. Then we become part of the problem – we 

become a stumbling block. 

You see, this is really an issue in our first lesson and in our gospel text. IN Numbers the 

Israelites are in the wilderness complaining once again to Moses. This time – that they 

were better off in Egypt – where they were slaves under the pharaoh. Moses, who was 

frustrated with the people, complains to God. And God responds by sending “the spirit” 

on seventy elders. But when two men not at the gathering of the seventy begin to speak 

and prophesy for God, they are reported to Moses. Moses, however, welcomes the 

work of Eldad and Medad. In our gospel text the disciples see someone else healing 

people in Jesus’ name and one of them reports this to Jesus, thinking this healer should 

be stopped. Jesus, however, welcomes the work of the healer. Those reporting what 

they saw as unacceptable end up having no claim on the truth. 

Often times in our attempts to have a claim on the truth, we lose sight of the fact that we 

need to let the truth claim us. Just as God’s spirit wasn’t restricted to Moses, the 

seventy elders, or the twelve disciples, God brings hope and healing to the world today 

in unexpected ways, through unexpected people. God’s boundless love for all creation 

has no limits. 

A portion of the truth that needs to claim us is found in our gospel text today as well. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 

can you season it? Have salt in yourselves and be at peace with one another.” 

In a real sense we have been salted with fire – that is, we have received the gift of the 

Holy Spirit at our baptism. 



I remember growing up when salt was Morton’s salt that came in a blue box with the 

picture of a girl under and umbrella. And there were also salt crystals for melting ice and 

more importantly – making homemade ice cream. That was salt. Today there are whole 

sections of grocery stores devoted to salt. All kinds of salt, all colors of salt, all flavors of 

salt. It truly is mind boggling. 

Yet that massive display of salts can be likened to each of us becoming salt when we 

receive God’s Spirit. That single blue box from Morton suggests each grain of salt is 

identical. Each of us are alike in that we are salt, but we each have defining qualities 

that are many and varied. Different grinds, sources, flavors. We all flavor but with our 

own distinctiveness. 

What we do in Christ’s name certainly gives flavor to that situation and it is very likely 

going to give a different flavor than someone else. And that’s not just okay, it is 

welcomed. 

Perhaps we should also look at the gifts we have been given that we are to use to 

God’s glory.  

Perhaps it is the gift of prayer, of volunteering in a congregation or community effort, 

perhaps teaching the faith to children or adults in Bible Study or Sunday school, 

perhaps it is in assuming a leadership position. The list is large, very large with room for 

even more options to be added as we and others continue to understand how we can 

flavor, how we can speak or be God’s presence in any given situation. When we act, we 

are actively flavoring that situation with the message of the good news of Christ. 

And a bit of good news is that we never run out of saltiness. Our shaker, if you will, is 

always full. The Holy Spirit resides in us always. We never have to worry about running 

low and needing to replenish our supply of salt. 

We may become exhausted or frustrated, we may get overwhelmed, we may get 

discouraged, but we are forever salt. And God’s Spirit with us will help us seek out and 

send to us others who will be there to sprinkle us with their own saltiness as a balm for 

our worries and all that is not right with us as we struggle to serve God as we are able. 

So where can we sprinkle our saltiness today? Perhaps more to the point – where could 

we not sprinkle our saltiness today? 

As we continue to acknowledge that our world is in critical need of major corrections in 

so many areas, we also need to continually be aware that we are either part of the 

solution or part of the problem. And today I am suggesting that we take a close look at 

our saltiness – perhaps just the right flavoring to be injected into and sprinkled upon 

many discussions and conversations. 

Social ills abound, locally and nationally. And while our personal saltiness may not be 

such that we can affect distant ills, we are likely able to flavor local needs that abound. 



Working through church agencies and other social agencies offer us a chance to add 

some needed salt to help so very many efforts. 

What exactly, might our saltiness add to any given situation, and discussion or 

conversation? 

That list could indeed be very lengthy. Included could be: a sense of calm, a smiling 

face, the ability to listen before speaking. 

We may be able to offer words and ideas that are new to the discussion, such as: 

grace, forgiveness, peace, justice, and love. Saltiness that changes the flavor, the tenor 

of what is being talked about. 

And to be sure, we have the saltiness within us. We don’t have to go online and wait for 

it to be delivered in a day or two. We have it right her – right now. 

One thing we can be certain of – when we use our saltiness as God would have us use 

it, we are not “doing it all wrong.” We are indeed living out our faith with our God given 

talents, including our ability to add salt – God’s presence - to situations we daily face. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 


