
September 5, 2021 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

You may know that my wife and I have three grown children with families of their own. 

We had three teenagers at one time. We were certain that they would survive, but we 

weren’t sure, on any given day that we would. On the whole they were great students 

and great kids who were kind and considerate.  

Looking back on that experience I often gravitate to the time when we outlawed one 

phrase in our home. It is the only one we outlawed. This is the phrase: It’s not fair. “It’s 

not fair that so and so can do this or that and I can’t.”  “It’s not fair what our teacher did 

today. On and on it goes.  

As we began to hear the phrase overused in our house, we had a discussion about it. It 

was basically a one-sided discussion with our teenagers doing the listening part. We 

assured them that there is little fair about life in general and particularly what we each 

go through each day – even those in middle and high school. Stuff happens in life. 

Some of it might not be right by our standard of right and wrong. Some things happen 

that are beyond sad. Some happenings and events that occur defy logic. Some things 

are in a word – unbelievable. Yet, they are what they are and to say that they are not 

fair, in the long run isn’t the correct term to use to discuss them. 

And today in our second lesson we find that James warns us against favoritism – 

pointing out that our favoritism isn’t neutral, but always toward the rich. So in keeping 

with the tradition of God’s people, James does not speak of fairness. Rather James 

speaks of God’s special concern for the poor and oppressed. “If a rich person is greeted 

warmly and seated in the place of honor, do the same for the person – and more.” 

And when it comes right down to it – you and I really and truly don’t want God to show 

favorites. However, scripture testifies that while God cares for and blesses all people, 

God certainly does appear to be a partial God. Our readings today from Isaiah and the 

psalm point to God’s partiality towards the Israelites as God’s chosen people. 

Remember – Jesus’ initial response to the Syrophoenician woman is based on the 

understanding found in verse 27 in our gospel today, “…Let the children be fed first, for 

it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs…” This is an 

understanding from which, even after healing the woman’s daughter, Jesus never fully 

backs away, “But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the 

children’s crumbs.’ Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go – the demon has 

left your daughter.’” While this encounter can be seen as a turning point in Jesus’ 

ministry to the Gentiles, the daughter in our gospel is not the first Gentile healed by 

Jesus in Mark’s gospel. 

I believe it could be argued that even more important than the place of Gentiles at the 

table is what the Syrophoenician mother reminds Jesus of when she uses the analogy 



of bread; that God’s blessings for God’s chosen people are intended to extend through 

them to all people, just as Abraham was blessed to be a blessing in times past. 

And it is the question of blessing others that both James and Proverbs addresses. In 

both cases God preferences not just the Israelites but, among and beyond them, the 

poor and oppressed. James reminds us of this when he asks, “Has not God chosen the 

poor in the world to be rich in faith and be heirs of the Kingdom that he has promised to 

those who love him?” 

We find that Jesus promises inheritance of God’s Kingdom to two groups alone – the 

poor and little children. 

Scripture passages such as are before us today are occasions for me to sit back and 

reflect on my behavior, on how welcoming I am of everyone – rich, poor and all in 

between. I need to take time to assess what Christianity lived out today looks like in the 

face of all that is the reality with which we live today. 

With so many crises present today it is difficult to pay attention to a specific one for too 

long. From the devastation in Haiti by another hurricane in the midst of their political 

unrest, to Hurricane Ida, to the American exit of Afghanistan. All the while dealing with 

climate change, wildfires, drought, the surging COVID variants as we realize that many 

nations do not have access to vaccines for the overwhelming majority of their citizens. 

There is no shortage of those in need – many of whom are indeed poor and many are 

the poorest of the poor. Do we, individually and the church at large advocate for 

industrialized nations to share the cost to make vaccine available to countries whose 

financial situations are in shambles, largely due to the pandemic crisis? 

Lately I’ve begun to question where the social conscience of our nation and citizens has 

escaped to. Where has it gone? And is it truly being replaced with so many folks who 

are concerned only about themselves that they have no time, or energy, or heart, or 

mind to consider others? 

And I know I’m not alone with this quandary. I said last Sunday that the gospel comforts 

the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable. And while I truly believe that, I’m beginning to 

think that there are more and more comfortable folks ignoring or refusing to hear the 

gospel, or who are quick to dismiss that parts with which they disagree. 

Truthfully, as Christians we do not have that right. We are part of the family of God – 

that is so inclusive that no one is turned away. Our family is the most inclusive group 

that has ever existed.  

Think about this – the unnamed Syrophoenician woman didn’t gripe or whine. She didn’t 

seek Jesus out and say, “Jesus, it is not fair that my daughter is possessed by a demon. 

It’s not fair that she has to live a tortured life. It’s not fair to her or to me her poor 

mother.” No. That was life for her. She believed Jesus could heal her daughter and so 

she humbly bowed before Jesus and literally begged him to heal her daughter. Her 



encounter with Jesus was not essentially about “fair” and “unfair.” It was about her 

demon possessed daughter and her willingness to do whatever was necessary for her 

daughter to be healed. 

And Jesus the Great Healer at first ignores her and really is not nice to her, 

acknowledging that he is partial to the Jews. This persistent mother doesn’t respond by 

saying, “Jesus, this isn’t fair. You are not fair.” 

Instead, she simply points out to Jesus that those who have crumbs to spare are to 

share them with those who do not have even crumbs to eat. 

We might look at this great story and say that her response spoke to what is fair, that is, 

what is right – how people should rightly respond to the needs of others, 

I picture Jesus having heard this pleading mother, and stopping, being still, searching 

his own heart and mind – the very heart and mind of God the Father and concluding 

that this grieving mother was correct. 

And we find that Jesus has the last word – the healing of the persisting mother’s 

daughter. I suspect that upon finding her daughter healed the ecstatic mother didn’t 

think how fair Jesus was. I suspect that she was thankful and grateful and told everyone 

who would listen how Jesus healed her daughter. 

You and I alike want God to act in our world today – the world at large with all it’s 

concerns and our own little personal world as well. And God is active. He is never 

inactive.  

As faithful followers of God in Christ Jesus we need to appreciate that we are God’s 

representatives to the world at large and our own smaller world where disease and 

illness cross our paths, where the poor in some cases are getting poorer, where the 

oppressed are in danger of being oppressed even more. 

One of the statements that I often repeat, as you know, is that you and I are God’s 

hands, feet, ears, eyes and mouth in our world today. In one sense God will be and can 

only be as active as we are active in his name. 

Perhaps we can forget about “fair” and “unfair” and regroup and rethink and discover 

again that life is what it is. And it is always full of hope for all in Christ’s name. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 


