
Sunday, May 9, 2021 
Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year B 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the 
Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of 
both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 
for several days. 

Psalm: Psalm 98 

Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands. (Ps. 98:4) 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 
 5Sing to the LORD| with the harp, 
  with the harp and the | voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the 
earth. 



 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peo- | ples with equity. R 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through 
love and faith. 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we 
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is 
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God? 
 
  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only 
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is 
the truth. 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in 
the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they 
love one another. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because 
I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 

Sermon 
 
Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

God is the vine – we are the branches. God is the potter – we are the clay. God is the 

good shepherd – we are the sheep. God reveals to us all we need to know – and we are 

his friends. 



One of the many things I believe is this: at the end of the day, we have our God, our 

family and our friends. It’s striking then to realize that we are God’s friends. Not sheep 

or clay, but human beings – friends. 

I’m guessing that it is not often that we think about friendships we currently have as well 

as some that are in our past. Times change, situations change, and some friends come 

and go as the tide ebbs and flows. We are quite used to that. 

But exactly what does it mean for us to be God’s friends? First, we are God’s friends 

because he says so, because he gives us all that we need to know to be in his circle of 

friends. We are God’s friends at his initiation. We didn’t get on Facebook and request to 

be God’s friends. If that were the case, I wouldn’t want to guess how many folks would 

be declined by God. All of a sudden I’m glad that’s not an option. 

Second, another aspect of being God’s friends is that we are part and parcel of a much, 

much larger group – part of a world-wide friendship group that is made up of all sorts 

and types of individuals. Some, of course, look exactly like us, speak our language, 

have our basic morals and values, even think politically as we do. 

And we then tend to gravitate to those folks and our friendship has a great chance of 

growing. On the other hand – I’m also guessing a majority of those in God’s friendship 

circle are nothing like us – from language, to morals and values, creed and so much 

more. 

And it may not be difficult for us to acknowledge that they are indeed within the large 

group of God’s friends, but it may be very difficult for us to welcome them into our 

smaller circle that we’ve created. 

We create walls, barriers of all sorts that cannot be scaled or broken down. We end up 

living within a huge community of God’s friends but ignoring a large portion of that 

group. Some might ask -what kind of a friend acts like that? Right? 

You might be thinking something along the lines of – well, that’s just human nature, isn’t 

it? It’s just who we are, right? And for sure we don’t set out to exclude others, it’s just 

that we have so much more in common with the few in our smaller circle of friends. It’s 

not really intentional, although we really have very little in common with the others and 

they live outside what we consider to be the norm for not only us but for everyone. 

And if we ever think those thoughts, we are – convicted. Of what? you might ask. The 

apparent answer is – of not being a friend as Jesus defines friends. 

By thinking these thoughts, we have made the discussion focus on us and have taken 

the focus off of God. One of my mantras for many years now has simply been – It’s not 

primarily about us – it’s about God. But it is so easy to forget, to fall into numerous traps 

that are set in our way. Convicted again. 

But thankfully, we need to fear not. Our gospel text today is so very, very instructive. 

Listen, “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 

the Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so 



that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you….You are my friends if 

you do as I command you. I do not call you servants any longer…but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

So, there we have it. Short and sweet. Cut and dried. God has chosen us, you and me 

and all who claim the Triune God. God has chosen us and gives us his son, his Spirit, 

his written word – all that we need and just so he then call us friends. Friends who are 

empowered to live the loving abundant life God intends for his current friends with room 

for all others to join his great circle of friends. 

This whole friendship reality is truly about God and his never-ceasing love for us – his 

friends. He imparts to us all that we need to love all who are members of the friendship 

circle as well as those who have not heard the good news, whom we should invite to 

become newfound friends of Christ. God first – us second. 

Many of us will remember Rodney King, who in California years ago was removed from 

his vehicle and severely beaten during a riot. He recovered and later simply asked - why 

we all can’t get along? 

His question was mocked and jeered by many who thought he was not able to grasp the 

seriousness of the cause of the rioting and all that it stood for. 

But I believe in a very real sense, from hindsight of course, we should ask – why can’t 

we all be friends of God? What would it take to move forward in that direction? What 

might that look like? 

Again, our gospel text is very informative as it lays out the answer for us in terms that 

we can all understand – if you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 

as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.” Jesus goes on to 

absolutely assure us that he tells us all this so that not only can we have joy – but that 

our joy may be complete. 

Complete joy for us rests in keeping God’s commandments – including loving one 

another as God loves us. Joy for us is loving as God loves us and all his creation. 

So, instead of constantly associating solely with those in our tight-knit circle of God’s 

friends within the large mass of God’s friends, our joy will be increased as we venture 

outside our closed group and  dialogue with others who, at least at first, may appear to 

be so very unlike us. 

Joy can come to us as we speak and listen to the joys and fears of others who are truly 

new members of our ever-expanding group of friends – actually brothers and sisters in 

Christ – yet who lead different lives than we live. Those very much different than us are 

called friends of God as surely as you and I are called God’s friends. 



It may be difficult to move the focus from ourselves back to Christ. It may be difficult to 

begin to acknowledge those others who God calls friends as being within our friendship 

circle. 

Yet, if we are to love others as God loves us, it seems clear from our texts today that it 

is up to us to use all the gifts and talents God has given us to love all who God places in 

the paths we walk daily. 

I remain convinced that the more love we show the more our joy will be increased. The 

more we focus on God and the less we focus on ourselves the more we will be able to 

love others as God loves us. 

He is Risen. He is Risen Indeed. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all 
Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life 
and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the 
earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, 
burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant 
your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the 
peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who 
are sick or suffering (especially). Provide for those needing homes or medical care and 
point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be 
with the dying (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and 
mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who 



grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never 
known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with 
thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives (especially). Keep us 
united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 


