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One of the greatest memories I have of my dad when I was a young boy, is him taking me to 
my first Monster Truck show which was a great fun experience, even though I was technically 
sensitive to loud noises.  He also would take my younger brother Adam and older sister April 
to the high schools he used to work at as a custodian and maintenance worker.  I also have 
some great fun memories of him taking me to the CN tower for the first time when I was about 
5 or 6 years old.  He took my siblings and I a number of times after that, which were great fun 
times.   
   
My dad has always been a drummer, which is how I got into listening and playing music as 
my 2nd interested activity and hobby.   He has always been very firm and realistic, but flexible 
and patient with me and allowed me to be who I am as an artist, musician and a person.  At 
the age of 13, he bought a Pearl Drum kit and then I discovered a new interesting hobby other 
than visual arts.  He and the rest of my family have always pushed me to be as independent 
as possible.  Going to the movies, as well as other fun activities were a great thing to do with 
him.   
  
Another great memory I have is one Christmas Day we jammed and played music for a few 
hours, which was our own special way of celebrating family time.  My dad is on drums and my 
brother Adam is on guitar who also uses Bass as a 2nd instrument.  For the family band I 
switch over to bass guitar which is a completely differently musical instrument than drums or 
guitar.  It became a fun activity for us.  
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My autism however has given me great strength and ability which I also discovered at a 
young age.  Since I always had a lot of trouble understanding language I found that Art in the 
form of drawing and has been form of expression that everyone is able to understand what is 
going on in my head.  At the age of 4 I picked up pencil and starting drawing and feel in love 
with it ever since.  Art was always helpful because it has always been the best way to calm 
me down and keep my anxiety to a minimum.  It’s also my preferred method of 
communication and throughout the presentation you will see pictures that I’ve drawn that 
expresses how I see the world through pictures.  Over the years I was always placed into 
different art programs to further develop my artistic skills and expand my horizon.   
 
Another passion I’ve grown up with my whole life is playing drums and music all the time.  
When I was 13 my dad tried to push me to be interested in new things so he taught me how 
to keep rhythm and do basic drum rolls.  From there on my creativity allowed me to self teach 
more complex drum techniques.  I then joined the jazz band in high school as the drummer 
and played live gigs for 3 years in high school.  At this time I noticed I was getting more 
respect socially from other peers because we had common interests and they respected my 
skill level.  I look at music as a second love and way of going into my own world and staying 
calm.  Banging on drums and bass gives me confidence as I find playing a steady beat, as it 
is soothing and gives me exercise at the same time.   Art and music will always be my main 
love! 


