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VIRTUAL NERGC 2021 BEGINS TOMORROW! 
 
Virtual NERGC 2021 kicks off  this Thursday, April 1 with Gathering Day 1, a full day of scheduled 
presentations and live chat.  Be sure to join us for: 
 
10:00 – 1030 Opening Session 
Join us for welcoming remarks by NERGC’S President and Conference Chairs and the presentation of the Donna 
Holt Siemiatkoski Volunteer Award 
 
11:00-12:00 Pat Richley-Erickson “7 Habits of Highly Effective Genealogists” 
 
12:00 – 1:30  Virtual Exhibit Hall.  Be sure to visit the Virtual Exhibit Hall during this unopposed time.  Many of 
the exhibitors will be hosting live video chats--a Zoom meeting that mimics the experience of approaching a booth 
in an in-person exhibit hall.  Although other attendees may be asking a question, you can do the same when there is 
a break in the conversation.  
 
1:30-2:30 Alice Ferretti  “Thinking Outside the (Search) Box: Ancestry Search Strategies” 
 
3:00-4:00 Jill Morelli “FamilySearch: Don't Miss the Unindexed 70%” 
 
4:30-5:30 Live chat with Pat Richley-Ericson 
 
6:00-7:00 p.m. a Virtual Banquet presentation by English Author Nathan Dylan Goodwin 
Nathan’s topic is “Using Fact in Fiction”.  It will be added to the other available pre-recorded sessions after April 1.   
 
About the Speakers 
Pat Richley-Erickson is the  author of the award-winning DearMYRTLE Genealogy Blog, consistently ranked among 
the top five family history blogs internationally, where her focus is on beginning genealogy topics. She is the National 
Genealogical Society's 2015 President's Citation recipient. Renowned for multiple live video hangouts weekly, 
including Mondays with Myrt and Wacky Wednesday, DearMYRTLE eschews the lecture format in favor of the 
"homework first with panelist moderation format" in her Mastering Genealogical Proof and Genealogy and the Law 
and other study group sessions. 
 

Alec Stephen Ferretti, MSLS, holds Masters Degrees in Archives and Library Science and has been a professional 
genealogist since 2016. He is a member of the Board of Directors of Relcaim the Records, and is the current 
President of the New York Genealogy & Technology Group. 
 

Jill Morelli, CG®, lectures about her Midwestern, northern German and Scandinavian ancestors nationwide, focusing 
on intermediate and advanced methodologies, and unique records sets. After obtaining her credential as a Certified 
Genealogist, she began an online course sharing her experiences and demystifying the process to those who are "on 
the clock." 
 

Nathan Dylan Goodwin, is a widely acclaimed British novelist, genealogist,] non-fiction writer, local historian and 
speaker, best known for writing the Forensic Genealogist genealogical, historical, mystery series. 

https://en.everybodywiki.com/Nathan_Dylan_Goodwin#cite_note-3
https://en.everybodywiki.com/Writer


 

Coming up soon: 
 
Saturday, April 3 
Society Fair (See page5) 
 
Sunday, April 4, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
French-Canadian Research Special Interest Group Hosted by Michael Leclerc 
There will be time to ask questions and share problems, resources and successes.  And most importantly, you can 
connect with other registered attendees who all share a common area of research.   
 

Michael J. Leclerc, CG®, is CEO of Genealogy Professor. He is a past board member of APG and FGS. He is editor 
of the Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research, Fifth Edition. He is author of numerous articles, including 
several identifying the origins of colonial immigrants. 
 
Monday, April 5 
Live Chat, “Searching Ancestry & FamilySearch”, with Jill Morelli and Alic Ferretti. 
 

Looking ahead: 
 

• Gathering Day 2, April 9 -- Focuses on Irish research and features John Grenham. 

• Gathering Day 3, April 17 -- Focuses on DNA and features Angie Bush. 
 

Three optional tracks for an additional cost of $30 each, will include four presentations and live panel discussion:  

• Saturday, April 24 -- Writing Up Your Research 

• Saturday, May 1 -- Advanced DNA 

• Saturday, May 8 -- Becoming a Professional Genealogist 
You do not need to register for the conference to register for these optional tracks. 
 

 
The conference, with 72 sessions; 11 Speaker Chats; 9 Special Interest Groups; Ancestors Road Show; Exhibit Hall; 
Society Fair; and Libraries, Museums, and Archives Showcase, is only $150, half the cost of comparable 
conferences. And this one has an emphasis on New England.  If you haven’t registered, check out the conference 
brochure, then register today.  Go to NERGC.org; scroll down to the brochure link & REGISTER button. 
 

OR 
 

A summary of conference information is here.  A link to the conference brochure is here. 
 

Click here to register!  
 
 

We hope you’ll join us for a great conference! 
 

 

 

CONFERENCE PINS 
 
Did you order a conference pin? The first set of mailing labels was created and yours may arrive 
soon!  The first mailing includes pins to 25 states, plus Ireland, England, and Canada!  If you forgot to 
order yours, just $2.50 to cover mailing fees, feel free to modify your registration, as pin mailings will 
continue until all orders are filled or the supply is eliminated! 
  

 

 

http://nergc.org/?fbclid=IwAR0UMzzbCZJGd6btwvv6kjJ22Yyt6XwFsawkH5MxrBoy_B3s7qgYW7IvYnE
https://cvent.me/qq11ZN
https://secureservercdn.net/50.62.88.172/39j.9e3.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NERGC-VIRTUAL-2021-BROCHURE-final.pdf
https://web.cvent.com/event/dd0f52ce-f347-4603-83c1-5e63cadd92ca/regProcessStep1


 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 
 

• Internet Explorer 11 should NOT be used for the conference. A more modern browser is recommended – 

Chrome, Firefox, Safari, or Edge. 
 

• Shortly after you register, you receive an automated email with your confirmation number and your schedule.  
Next, you receive an email providing a link to the conference syllabus; a link to register for the Table Topics 
event; information on registration for the SIG sessions and how to access the Queries Page; and the link to 
enter the Virtual Attendee Hub!  
 

• Attendance requires logging in to what is known as the Virtual Attendee Hub (VAH).  This process requires 
2-step authentication.  Locate the email message you received telling you how to access the conference.  Click 
on the access link.  After entering your name and the email address you used for registration, a code will be 
sent to your email and your cell phone (if entered).   
 

• Each day you want to access the conference, you will need a new confirmation code.  Click on the link 
within the “Links for - NERGC VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 2021” email and enter your name and the 
email address you used to register.  A confirmation code will be sent to your email and/or cell phone.   

 

• To modify or add items to your your registration, follow the link within the “Links for - NERGC 
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 2021” email. 

 

• With hundreds wanting to attend the same things on our six days with scheduled talks, please allow plenty of 
time when planning your ‘arrival’ before a talk. 

 

• If you have issues accessing the Virtual Attendee Hub (VAH), please use the following email address to ask 
for assistance:  RegNERGC@gmail.com. It will be monitored on all six days with multiple events scheduled 
to provide timely assistance to registrants. 

 

 

TABLE TOPICS 
The New England Association of Professional Genealogists (NEAPG) is thrilled to be offering a virtual Table 
Topics event to be held on Tuesday, April 6, from 7-8 PM, using Zoom.  There will be 20 "tables," each centered 
on a specific genealogy-related discussion topic.  They are: 
 

Applying to Lineage Societies 
Connecticut Research 
DNA 
French-Canadian Genealogy 
Genealogical Education 
Irish Genealogy 
Italian Genealogy 
Jewish Genealogy 
Maine Research 
Massachusetts Research 

New Hampshire Research 
New York Research 
Organizing Your Research 
Professional Genealogy 
Records Access 
Repository Research Preparation 
Rhode Island Research 
Social History 
Writing 

 
In order to give everyone an opportunity to speak and to share experiences with one another, participation at each 
table will be limited to eight participants.  The event is free to registered participants of the 2021 Virtual Conference, 
but space is limited.  To add your table/topic, follow the link on the “Links for - NERGC VIRTUAL 

CONFERENCE 2021” email that they received from NERGC.  You will then receive a link to register for the 

Zoom meeting. 

 

 

 

mailto:RegNERGC@gmail.com


 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
Special Interest Groups (SIGs) will be live, informal and informative gatherings, held as sessions from 6:30-7:30 

pm EDT (GMT-4) on the dates indicated via a zoom-type platform.  Each SIG will be led by a host whose experience 
in their area of research will help lead the discussions.  There will be time to ask questions and share problems, 
resources and successes.  And most importantly, you can connect with other registered attendees who all share a 
common area of research.  Each SIG is limited to 50 participants. Registration is required, and some of the 
Special Interest Groups are filling up fact.  Be sure to register right away.  If you have already registered for 
the conference, you will need to modify your registration.   
 
The SIGs are listed below; for details go to nergc.org/sigs-special-interest-groups/: 
 

Sunday, April 4, 2021   
French-Canadian Research, Hosted by 
Michael Leclerc 
 

Monday, April 12, 2021 
Society Management, Hosted by Joan 
Frederici and Seema Kenney   
 

Tuesday, April 20, 2021  
Polish and Eastern European Research, 
Hosted by Julie Roberts Szczepankiewicz 
 

Wednesday, April 28  
Jewish Research, Hosted by Meredith 
Hoffman 
 

Thursday, May 6  
Irish Research, Hosted by Nora Galvin 
 

 
Friday, May 14  
Scandinavian Research, Hosted by 
Michael McClellan 
 

Saturday, May 22, 2021  
DNA Research, Hosted by Shellee 
Morehead 
 

Monday, May 24  
African-American Research, Hosted by 
Diane Richard 

 

Thursday, May 27, 2021 
Eastern European Places & Names, 
Hosted by Meredith Hoffmann 

 

ANCESTORS ROAD SHOW 
Twenty-minute virtual consultations for the Ancestors Road Show are available to conference registrants on 
Tuesday April 27, Friday May 7, and Wednesday May 26. Eighteen experts in areas ranging from DNA to 
Wabinaki Native Americans are ready to hear about your brick walls and research problems. They are ready to provide 
advice and suggestions on how to break down those walls and how to move forward with your research. DNA experts 
include one on Native American DNA.  For US states there are experts on New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, 
NE Ohio, Northwestern Pennsylvania, colonial Massachusetts, and mid-coast Maine. Expertise in New York City is 
also available.  We have experts waiting to assist you with Irish, Danish, Swedish, Norwegian, Italian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Eastern European, and French-Canadian research.  We also have an expert on 19th-21st century 
immigration. Religious groups are represented by experts on Roman Catholic records and Jewish records to include 
Holocaust records.  Are you simply unsure of how to progress in your research? There are experts in social history, 
organizing your research, writing, records access, and certification.  Invitations to sign up will be sent to all 
conference registrants beginning on March 25. 
 

 
 

EXHIBIT HALL 
Our “virtual” Exhibit Hall will be available online to conference attendees and the general public for 61 
days. Some of the exhibitors include American Ancestors & NE Historic Genealogical Society, Ancestry.com, Family 
ChartMasters, Family Tree Maker, My Heritage, and National Institute for Genealogical Studies.  Want to simply 
visit our Exhibit Hall?  As of April 1, 2021, you can register as an Exhibit Hall Attendee and receive free 
access to the Exhibit Hall for the entire 61 days of the event even if you are not registered for the conference.  
Exhibit Hall Booths have options for video chats with booth staff or for appointments with staff.  A video chat will 
be a Zoom meeting that mimics the experience of approaching a booth in an in-person exhibit hall.  Others may be 
asking a question, but you can do the same when there is a break in the conversation.  If offered, appointments allow 
you to schedule a time for a 1:1 conversation with the booth staff at a mutually convenient time. 
 
 
 

https://nergc.org/sigs-special-interest-groups/


 

 

SOCIETY FAIR—ALL DAY 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 3 
 

OPENS AT 8 A.M., CLOSES AT 10 P.M. 
 

                                    SOCIETY FAIR 
VIRTUAL MEETING 
SCHEDULE 

Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society-NE 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Cape Cod Genealogical Society  
Central Massachusetts Genealogical Society  
Falmouth Genealogical Society 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Genealogical Society of Bergen County (NJ)  
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston  
Kimball Family Association 10 to 12, 1 to 5, 7 to 9 

Locke Family Association 1 to 2, 3 to 4, 5 to 6, 7 to 8 

Massachusetts Genealogical Council 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Polish Genealogy Society of Massachusetts 11 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Harriman Family Association 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Thomas Stanton Society 10 to 12, 4 to 6, 7 to 10 
 

Easily found within the NERGC VIRTUAL CONFERENCE  2021 
EXHIBIT HALL 

 

STOP BY & VISIT THE BOOTHS 
STAY A WHILE AND CHAT 

 

Documents, YouTube links, Power Point Presentations, Printable aides, Some special events, Links to 
many genealogical websites 

 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
 

Society Fair “booths” will be  available online to conference attendees and the general public for 61 days, with 
live chat available on April 3 and May 16. There will be a filter at the top of the Exhibit Hall list enabling you to 
determine the booths available on those limited days.  As at an in-person event, you may stop in for a few minutes or 
linger longer throughout the day.  
 

LIBRARIES, ARCHIVES & MUSEUMS SHOWCASE 

April 16th and May 12th 
 

We are very excited to welcome back to the Showcase: 
Windsor Historical Society –Third conference 

American Antiquarian Society—Second conference 
Dyer Memorial Library & Archives—Second conference 

 

New Collections 
Israel Genealogy Research Association of Even Yehuda, Israel 

Midwest Genealogy Center Mid-Continent Public Library of Missouri 
Sutro Library, California State Library of San Francisco 

Rochester Genealogical Society of Rochester, New York 
 

For more information, please email Phyllis Day, Libraries/Archives Chair at ccphyl@gmail.com 
 

mailto:ccphyl@gmail.com


 

APPOINTMENTS DURING VIRTUAL NERGC 2021 
One of the features in our Cvent software is the ability to make appointments with attendees and some exhibitors.  If 
you schedule or are invited to an appointment for features such as the Ancestors Road Show or with exhibitors  during 
the conference, you will receive an email like this one: 
 

 
 

Clicking the portion shown above in purple takes you to the login screen for the Virtual Attendee Hub (VAH) and 
allows you to accept or decline the appointment.  If accepted, it is automatically added to your conference schedule.  
The system also allows you to add the appointment to your personal calendar, outside of the Cvent VAH. 
 
 

CALLING FOR QUERIES! 
Queries have always been an important part of NERGC. We are delighted to announce that we will continue this 
tradition as part of our first virtual conference. Instructions will be available on the 2021 Conference Queries Page; 
the link will be provided to conference registrants beginning on March 25. Following completion of a simple, user-
friendly form, queries will appear as colorful sticky notes. They will be searchable and will remain online for the 
duration of the conference. Below are a few samples so you can see how the queries will appear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For help in framing your queries, review the NGS article Writing a Query for tips and standard abbreviations. Now, 
prepare to start posting!  

 

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/query/


 

. 
 
 

ACCESSIBILITY AND ADA ACCOMMODATIONS FOR VIRTUAL NERGC 2021 
We will continue to accept requests throughout the conference. Those who fill out the registration form 
questions or who contact Pam Roberts (drpampt@gmail.com) with questions  about anticipated difficulties in hearing, 
speaking, seeing or managing physical access to your device even before you register will receive a screening and 
solution consultations via email or phone based on your personal situation.  She will screen your needs and provide 
you with the available options for full participation the entire time registration is open.  

 

* * * CALLING ALL BLOGGERS * * * 
We are looking for genealogy bloggers to help us spread the word about NERGC 2021!  Interview one of our 
speakers, write it up for your own blog, and allow us to feature it on NERGC social media.  Anyone interested, please 
contact Judy Goss at auntjudyg@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 

WANT TO RECEIVE THE E-ZINE? 
The Conference E-zine is sent periodically to all 
those on our E-zine email list. If you’re not already 
receiving it and would like to do so, send an e-mail 
to RCR1861@gmail.com with “Subscribe 
NERGC E-zine” as the subject of the message or 
provide your e-mail address when you register for 
the Conference. 

 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/NERGC/ 

 
VISIT OUR BLOG 

www.NERGC.blogspot.com 
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