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AN OVERVIEW OF VIRTUAL NERGC 2020 
 

As this year’s theme states, we are “Springing from the Past into the Future.” Even though the COVID-19 
pandemic has made it impossible to meet in person as we have in past years, we are preparing an exciting virtual 
NERGC conference with the technology of the future that you can attend from the safety of your home. 
 

Our traditional conference is a three-day event.  Our virtual event will have three Gathering Days, three Optional 
Activities, plus 60 additional recorded presentations that will be available ‘on-demand’ until May 31, 2021.  Of course, 
we are also including other exciting traditional NERGC features throughout the 61 days to keep you engaged with 
this virtual conference – Special Interest Groups, Ancestors Road Show, Society Fair, and Library & Archive 
Showcase will be carried into our virtual environment for 2021.  And, absolutely, we will have a virtual Exhibit Hall, 
open 24x7 for 61 days, with many vendors opting to include scheduled appointments and/or video chats as optional 
activities at their booths. 
 

“Gathering Days” will mimic our traditional three-day conference.  Each will include one of our featured speakers, 
and on these three days we will encourage social interaction between all attendees, with scheduled live presentations 
and a live chat with our featured speakers. 
 

• April 1 -- Features Pat Richley Erickson (“Dear Myrtle”).  In addition, a “Virtual Banquet” presentation on 
April 1 will feature English author Nathan Dylan Goodwin; his topic will be “Using Fact in Fiction”.  We 
hope you will be able to join us for this event. 

• April 9 --  Features John Grenham 

• April 17-- Features Angie Bush 
 

Three optional tracks (equivalent to the special Wednesday “Days” held in conjunction with past conferences), for an 
additional cost of $30 each, will include four presentations as well as a speakers’ panel discussion:  

• Saturday, April 24 -- Writing Up Your Research 

• Saturday, May 1 --  Advanced DNA 

• Saturday, May 8 -- Becoming a Professional Genealogist 
 

Recorded lectures AND the virtual Exhibit Hall will be available online every day from April 1 through 
May 31. 
. 

REGISTRATION FOR VIRTUAL NERGC 2021 IS OPEN! 
 

Registration is now online for our 2021 Conference! Please click here to register!  
 

A summary of conference information is here.  
 

More information about the conference is available at www.nergc.org. We hope you’ll join us for a great 
conference! 
 

Cost for conference registration is $150; there is no “Early Bird” discount as in previous years.  The cost of each of 
the three Optional Activities (Advanced DNA, Becoming a Professional Genealogist, and Writing Up Your 
Genealogy) is $30. 
 
When you register, be sure to keep a record of your username, password, and confirmation code, which you 
will need when you want to access the conference presentations in April and May. 

https://nergc.org/2021-conference-2/2021-featured-speakers/
https://web.cvent.com/event/dd0f52ce-f347-4603-83c1-5e63cadd92ca/regProcessStep1
https://cvent.me/qq11ZN
http://www.nergc.org/


 
 

ACCESSIBILITY AND ADA ACCOMMODATION FOR NERGC 2021 

You may have needs related to hearing, speaking, seeing, or managing the physical coordination to access 
your personal digital devices for Virtual NERGC 2021.  If so, please register by March 15, 2021 so we can 
contact you to help manage your needs for access & participation.  Feel free to reach out to our ADA Liaison 
for Accessibility, Pam Roberts at drpampt@gmail.com, even before you register, if you have ADA or accessibility-related 
questions.  Help us understand the impact on YOU as we move our conference from onsite to a virtual conference. 
With your help, we can learn what the challenges and needs may be so we may predict, gather information, and be 
ready to suggest accommodation options as negotiated and available within each of the conference activities you 
may wish to participate.  

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ONCE THE VIRTUAL CONFERENCE BEGINS  
 

• Internet Explorer 11 should NOT be used for the conference. A more modern browser is recommended – 
Chrome, Firefox, Safari, or Edge. 
 

• Attendance requires logging in to what is known as the Virtual Attendee Hub (VAH).  This process requires 
2-step authentication.  After entering your name and the email address you used for registration, a code will 
be sent to your email and your cell phone (if entered).  The code needs to be entered to gain access to the 
event.  With hundreds wanting to attend the same things on our six days with scheduled talks, please allow 
time for this process when planning your ‘arrival’ before a talk. 

 

• If you have issues accessing the Virtual Attendee Hub (VAH), please use the following email address to ask 
for assistance:  RegNERGC@gmail.com. It will be monitored on all six days with multiple events scheduled 
to provide timely assistance to registrants. 

 

• Want to simply visit our Exhibit Hall?  As of April 1, 2021, you can register as an Exhibit Hall Attendee and 
receive free access to the Exhibit Hall for the entire 60 days of the event.  Exhibit Hall Booths have options 
for video chats with booth staff or for appointments with staff.  A video chat will be a Zoom meeting that 
mimics the experience of approaching a booth in an in-person exhibit hall.  Others may be asking a question, 
but you can do the same when there’s a break in the conversation.  If offered, appointments allow you to 
schedule a time for a 1:1 conversation with the booth staff at a mutually convenient time. 

 

HERE'S A QUICK BREAKDOWN OF THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY REGISTERED 
  

Registrants 287      
Countries 5 USA Canada England Ireland Australia 

States outside NE 23      
Top 5 States 202 CT MA ME NH NY 

Top State = MA 101      
Conf Only 106      
Conf & 1 Track 107      
Conf & 2 Tracks 36      
Conf & 3 Tracks 30      
Track Only 8      

  
 
 
 

mailto:drpampt@gmail.com
mailto:RegNERGC@gmail.com


 
SIGs – SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

 
We have not eliminated our popular Special Interest Groups.  SIGs will be a live, informal and informative gathering, 
via a zoom-type platform.  Each SIG will be led by a host whose experience in their area of research will help led the 
discussions.  There will be time to ask questions and share problems, resources and successes.  And most importantly, 
you can connect with other registered attendees who all share a common area of research.  SIGs will be in a special 
Exhibit Hall booth, and registration is not required.  Some of the 2021 SIGs are: 
 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 
French-Canadian Research, Hosted by Michael Leclerc 
Join this lively and interesting discussion of resources and topics related to French-Canadian genealogy. Update 
your knowledge of the latest information and resources which will be helpful in your search. 
 

Monday, April 12, 2021 
Society Management, Hosted by Joan Frederici and Seema Kenney 
Today, every genealogical and historical society is facing similar challenges in membership, volunteer recruitment, 
technological updates, and other issues. Join us for a discussion of how to keep our societies vital and relevant to 
their goals. 
 

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
Polish and Eastern European Research, Hosted by Julie Roberts Szczepankiewicz 
Confused by Eastern European historical geography? Come learn about the numerous border changes and turn 
confusion into clarity. The presenter will provide an overview of the topic and then offer strategies to identify and 
locate your ancestral village in the old country using both American and European sources. You’ll learn where 
records are and how to access them to continue your journey to your ancestral past. 
 

Wednesday, April 28 
Jewish Research, Hosted by Meredith Hoffman 
Come join us to talk about strategies and hints for researching your Jewish ancestors. Depending on your interest, 
we might look at how to find the records of your immigrant ancestors, both here and in the “old country”; how to 
find people if they’ve changed their names; how to find the villages that your ancestors came from; and how to 
locate families lost or scattered by the Holocaust. Bring your questions and research problems and we’ll look at both 
online and local resources that could help you in your search. 
 

Thursday, May 6 
Irish Research, Hosted by Nora Galvin 
Can’t find the place of origin for your Irish ancestors? Join this SIG with Nora Galvin as she leads a discussion 
group with other Irish American researchers. We will discuss sources and strategies for finding your elusive 
ancestors across the Atlantic. We will also discuss the ever-growing world of Irish research on the internet and some 
of the best resources to use for doing Irish research from your home and in Ireland. 
 

Friday, May 14 
Scandinavian Research, Hosted by Michael McClellan 
Connect with other genealogists doing research in Scandinavia. This is an ideal way to network with other who 
share your interest. This special interest group offers something for genealogists at any level. 
 

Monday, May 24 
African-American Research, Hosted by Diane Richard 
Join us as we discuss the unique methods and strategies for researching your African American ancestry.  We may 
discuss 1867 voter registration, Freedman Bureau records, 1866 cohabitation records (aka marriage) as records 
unique to African American research in the immediate post-Civil War period.  We might also explore researching 
those enslaved and 20th century descendants.  Bring your questions and research resource recommendations and 
we’ll see where the discussion takes us. 



 

2021 VIRTUAL EXHIBIT HALL 
 
YES, there will be an Exhibit Hall!  our NERGC team has been working diligently to provide a “virtual” exhibit 
hall that meets your needs. It will be available online to conference attendees and the general public for 61 days. 
This is an excellent opportunity to grow your society and customer base with national exposure to a targeted market. 
 
For $75 your Virtual Booth can feature: 

• Your organization or company name 
• A description of your organization 
• Downloadable files of brochures, membership applications, catalogs, photos and any other pertinent 

information about your society or products 
• The names and photos of your booth’s virtual staff or society officers 
• Live staffing, which is available with the two options listed below 
• The option to offer a “door-prize” and collect email contact information for future communications 
• A link to your organization’s social media platforms such as: 

• Your website 
• Your online store using your own secure ordering and payment links 
• Your Facebook page, Twitter, and Instagram accounts 
• Your blog 
• Your YouTube channel 

• Anything else you’d like them to see 
 
There are two options you can add to enhance your Virtual Booth to personalize contacts and have personal 
interactions with interested conference attendees, answer questions and increase sales: 

• $25 – A button for attendees to join you in a video chat for open discussions or demonstrations. 
• $25 – Ability for attendees to schedule appointments and consultations with your booth staff. 

 
There will be training provided on how to set up your virtual booth for maximum benefit to your society or 
business. It will be important to reserve your space early, so you will have plenty of time and assistance to create a 
booth that will be exactly the way you want it and as successful or more successful as any of your in-person experiences 
in the past. 
 
As there will be a limited number of booths, it is important to reserve your space as soon as possible. The Exhibitors Booth 
Application and a sample graphic of a virtual booth are now available on the NERGC website, or you can contact Annette 
Smith, Exhibit Hall Chair, at nergcexhibits@gmail.com with any questions or concerns or to reserve your 
virtual Exhibit Booth!  

 

 

CALLING LIBRARIES, ARCHIVES, AND MUSEUMS 
 
NERGC is seeking libraries, archives and museums with special collections of interest to genealogists and researchers 
to join us for our virtual Libraries, Archives, and Museums Showcase, which be available online to conference 
attendees and the general public for 61 days, with live chat available on April 16 and May 12.  Link your 
website, Facebook page, Instagram, and YouTube channel. Choose your chat times. Your organization and chat times 
will be placed on NERGC’s website, published in the weekly Newsletter, and listed in our virtual Exhibit Hall.  Don’t 
miss this great opportunity to show off your Special Collections. For more information, please email Phyllis Day, 
Libraries/Archives Chair at ccphyl@gmail.com 
. 
 

 

 

https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.155.175/39j.9e3.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/EB-Application-and-Agreement.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.155.175/39j.9e3.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/EB-Application-and-Agreement.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.155.175/39j.9e3.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/An-example-of-a-Virtual-Booth.pdf
mailto:nergcexhibits@gmail.com
mailto:ccphyl@gmail.com


 

 

CALLING GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES, HISTORICAL SOCIETIES,  

AND FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Virtual NERGC Society Fair, which be available online to conference 
attendees and the general public for 61 days, with live chat available on April 3 and May 16. Hundreds of 
family history researchers will be “attending” Virtual NERGC 2021.  Participation in the Society Fair is limited to 
non-commercial entities. (Entities wishing to make sales during the conference are encouraged to consider becoming 
exhibitors by “renting a booth” in the virtual Exhibit Hall).  You can include links to your website, Facebook page, 
Instagram, and YouTube channel.  You can also choose chat times, allowing you to interact with conference 
participants potentially interested in what your group offers in the way of information, programs and research sources.  
People, as at an in-person event, may stop in for a few minutes or may linger longer throughout the day.  Your Society 
and chat times will be placed on NERGC’s website, published in the weekly Newsletter, and listed in the Exhibit Hall. 
What a great opportunity to network!  Don’t miss this unique way to show off your society and attract new members.  
For more information, please email Phyllis Day, Society Chair at ccphyl@gmail.com. 
. 

 

ANCESTORS ROAD SHOW 
Yes, there will be an Ancestors Road Show during Virtual NERGC! Twenty-minute virtual consultations are available 
on Tuesday April 27, Friday May 7, and Wednesday May 26. Eighteen experts in areas ranging from DNA to Wabinaki 
Native Americans are ready to hear about your brick walls and research problems. They are ready to provide advice 
and suggestions on how to break down those walls and how to move forward with your research. DNA experts 
include one on Native American DNA.  For US states there are experts on New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, 
NE Ohio, Northwestern Pennsylvania, colonial Massachusetts, and mid-coast Maine. Expertise in New York City is 
also available.  We have experts waiting to assist you with Irish, Danish, Swedish, Norwegian, Italian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Eastern European, and French-Canadian research.  We also have an expert on 19th-21st century 
immigration. Religious groups are represented by experts on Roman Catholic records and Jewish records to include 
Holocaust records.  Are you simply unsure of how to progress in your research? There are experts in social history, 
organizing your research, writing, records access, and certification.  Watch for details on how to sign up for a 
consultation in a future e-zine. 
 

 

* * * CALLING ALL BLOGGERS * * * 
We are looking for genealogy bloggers to help us spread the word about NERGC 2021!  Interview one of our 
speakers, write it up for your own blog, and allow us to feature it on NERGC social media.  Anyone interested, please 
contact Judy Goss at auntjudyg@yahoo.com. 
 

 

 

WANT TO RECEIVE THE E-ZINE? 
The Conference E-zine, a digital newsletter which 
provides information and updates about the New 
England Regional Genealogy Conference, is sent 
periodically to all those on our E-zine email list. If 
you’re not already receiving it and would like to do 
so, send an e-mail to RCR1861@gmail.com with 
“Subscribe NERGC E-zine” as the subject of the 
message or provide your e-mail address when you 
register for the Conference. 

 

 
 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/NERGC/ 

 
VISIT OUR BLOG 

www.NERGC.blogspot.com 
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