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A Hoosier Voice for Quality Schools
OUR MISSION
The Indiana Non-Public Education 
Association serves as an advocate, 
promotes engagement, and strives for the 
advancement of non-public schools.

OUR VISION
The Indiana Non-Public Education 
Association is recognized as the essential 
voice advancing excellence and equitable 
access for all non-public schools in Indiana.
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Executive Committee 
PRESIDENT 
Dr. Daryl Hagan 
Superintendent, Diocese of Evansville

VICE PRESIDENT 
Dr. Peg Dispenzieri 
Superintendent, Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana

SECRETARY 
Dr. Kevin Brockberg 
Executive Counselor for Christian Education 
and Superintendent Indiana District, Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod

TREASURER 
Cindy Hemmelgarn 
Vice President of Finance and Operations, 
Scecina Memorial High School

Board of Directors
Mark Muehl 
Director, The Lutheran Schools Partnership

Jon Dize, CFRE 
Director of Advancement, The Lutheran  
Schools Partnership 
At-Large Member

Devon Brinks 
Superintendent and Principal, DeMotte 
Christian Schools 
Christian Schools International (CSI) 
Representative

Dr. Joe Brettnacher 
Superintendent, Diocese  
Fort Wayne-South Bend

Scott Grass 
Superintendent, Faith Christian Schools 
Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI) Representative

Mary McCoy 
Interim Superintendent, Archdiocese  
of Indianapolis

Dr. Rob Bridges 
President, Cathedral High School 
Indiana Association of Independent Schools 
Representative

Rabbi A. D. Motzen 
National Director of State Relations,  
Agudath Israel of America

Dr. Joe Majchrowicz 
Director of Catholic Schools, Diocese of Gary

Sally Sternberg 
Principal, Reitz Memorial High School 
At-Large Member

David Sexauer 
Former School Leader and Technology 
Consultant 
At-Large Member

Diane Pike 
Director of Curriculum and Outreach,  
St. Mary’s Child Center 
At-Large Member

Tom and Renee Coffee 
Interim Superintendents, Indiana  
Conference of Seventh-Day Adventists

Glenn Tebbe 
Former Executive Director,  
Indiana Catholic Conference 
At-Large Member

INPEA Leadership
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A Note from the Executive Director
Happy anniversary! Yes, it was 10 years ago 
that the Indiana General Assembly took that 
courageous step in passing the historic Choice 
Scholarship Voucher Program legislation. 
More than 273,000 students have benefitted 
thus far from that decision, and families have 
received well over $1 billion to send their 
children to the non-public school of their 
choice.

Non-public schools in Indiana have opened 
their doors to many families who never 
would have been able to afford their schools. 
Principals and teachers have embraced the 
challenge of educating children who came with 
greater learning needs and many who were not 
familiar with their new school’s mission.

Over those 10 years, countless lives have 
been impacted. Story after story tells the 
impact of a vision and passion of a few key 
Indiana champions. Mitch Daniels, Tony 

Bennett, Fred Klipsch, and Representative Bob 
Behning all knew that Indiana could do better 
by its Hoosier families. Today, that vision has 
become a reality.

Now the baton has been passed on to a 
new group of champions. Speaker of the 
House Todd Huston, House Ways and Means 
Chairman Dr. Tim Brown, and Senate President 
Rodric Bray shepherded some of the most 
significant changes to the Choice Scholarship 
Program since its inception during this past 
2021 legislative session.

What a way to celebrate an anniversary! INPEA 
has been here through it all ensuring that the 
voice of non-public schools is at the table as 
expansions are discussed and debated. We 
were there in 2011 and in 2021. We will also be 
there in 2031 for the next generation of school 
choice. As always, we will be your voice and 
we’ve got your back! Happy anniversary! 

Former Governor Mitch Daniels signs Choice Scholarship 
Program legislation into law with former Lieutenant Governor 
Becky Skillman, 2011. Photo credit: Michael Conroy, AP

Former State Superintendent of Public Instruction  
Tony Bennett. Photo credit: Michael Conroy, AP

John Elcesser
Executive Director, INPEA
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INPEA is the only voice with the sole interest of 
Indiana’s non-public schools at the statehouse. 
Every year, we track any education bill that 
might have either a positive or negative 
impact on our schools and students. Reading 
legislation, meeting with legislators, testifying 
in committees, and rallying the voice of our 
non-public school grassroots are just a few of 
the ways we have your back.

This year’s legislative session was all about 
the budget! Indiana does a biennial budget, 
which means every two years everyone comes 
out of the woodwork looking for funding. This 
year was no different. Indiana fared better in 
managing the pandemic than most states, but 
even so, there wasn’t enough money to meet 
everyone’s wish list. 

Although the House and the Senate had very 
different budget proposals, there seemed to 
be divine intervention when the April revenue 
forecast came out projecting an additional $2 
billion in state revenues. That changed things 
drastically. 

Public school tuition support increased 
significantly ($1.03 billion over the biennium). 
Charter school grants increased, and private 
school choice saw a transformative expansion. 
A significant increase in the financial eligibility 
for families in both the voucher and tax credit 
scholarship programs, coupled with providing 
a single voucher tier at 90% of state tuition 
support, changed the landscape of private 

school choice. State funding for students with 
special needs and English language learners 
increased as well. 

The collaborative effort of the school choice 
coalition produced some of the best advocacy 
efforts from non-public school stakeholders 
we’ve ever seen. Kudos to all of you who 
engaged in making this a successful session! 
Hoosier families are the true beneficiaries!

Legislative Session

Meeting with Indiana Secretary 
of Education Dr. Katie Jenner



7INDIANA NON-PUBLIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

68 bills

15 bills

WATCH LIST

ENGAGED

INPEA closely follows any legislation 
that could impact non-public schools. 
This includes anything related to 
education that we wanted to watch, 
even if it didn’t directly apply to non-
public schools. Some of these bills 
didn’t get committee hearings.

HB1001
State Budget 

HB1040
Sudden Cardiac Arrest  

of Students 

HB1514
Various Education  

Matters 

HB1549
Education Matters 

SB54
FAFSA Completion 
Incentive Awards

SB124
First Day of School and 
School Calendar Study

SB412
Indiana Education 

Scholarship Account 
Program

SB413
Charter School  

Study Committee 

Signed by Governor

Dead Bill

SB414
Various Education  

Matters 

SB205
Teacher Training 

SB358
School Buildings 

HB1073
Non-accredited  

Non-public Secondary 
Schools

HB1384
Civics Education 

HB1005 
School Choice Matters 

HB1008 
Student Learning 

Recovery Grant Program 

INPEA actively engaged in the hearing 
process for 15 bills during this 
session. Engagement could include: 
speaking with legislators, testifying in 
committees, or activating our INPEA 
grassroots to reach out to elected 
representatives.
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We’ve talked about the camaraderie between 
the Lafayette non-public schools before, 
but this year they took on a new challenge 
by hosting a virtual town hall. The Lafayette 
Catholic School System, Lafayette Christian 
School, Faith Christian School, and St. James 
Lutheran School have come together to plan an 
in-person legislative event the past couple of 
Januarys to help parents write letters to their 
legislators. However, this year, in the midst of 
the pandemic, they decided to go virtual. 

INPEA invited all their local representatives 
and senators, as well as a few key players in 
the Indiana House and Senate leadership, to 
join in on Zoom while the school leaders each 
invited a few families to represent their school 
communities. Eric Davis from the Lafayette 
Catholic School System hosted the virtual 
event and helped field parent questions on 
legislation and encouraged them to share 
some of their stories with elected officials. This 
ended up being a great way to celebrate the 
10th anniversary of school choice in Indiana in 
the hopes of expanding the program this year. 
(Spoiler alert: Those hopes came true!)

We’d love to help other areas of the state 
replicate what the Lafayette schools did so 
well. Not only did school leaders and parents 
get answers to some of their questions directly 
from legislators, those legislators were able 
to hear firsthand stories about the positive 
impact our non-public schools are making in 
the community. Both sides found the event 
incredibly valuable, and we can only hope 
more regions of the state will step up to plan 
something similar in years to come.

The Statehouse Express finished 
its second season at the end of this 
legislative session. Here are some stats:

We had 816 downloads this year and 
1,130 downloads since we began the 
podcast at the beginning of 2020.

Our listeners, obviously, are listening 
mainly in Indiana, with Indianapolis, 
Fort Wayne, Evansville, and the  
Chicago area having the most listens.

People have listened in 19 different 
states and two different countries  
(we had a listen in Germany!)

About 70% listen on their computer, 
while 30% listen on their mobile device.

Lafayette Schools Host Town Hall
The Statehouse  
Express Podcast

ENGAGEMENT STATS FROM INPEA’S LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER

2,605 1,587 154
TOTAL MESSAGES 
SENT TO LEGISLATORS

PEOPLE SENT 
MESSAGES

RECIPIENTS

*The issues were celebrating school choice, school choice expansion, CARES Act Equitable Services, and general thank you notes to elected officials

(including Indiana House of 
Reps, Indiana Senate, U.S. 
House of Reps, U.S. Senate, and 
other state and federal officials)
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It’s been a year like no other! That was 
especially true for schools navigating the 
challenge of providing education during a 
pandemic. It was also true while conducting 
statehouse business down at 200 W. 
Washington Street. In the end, it was a 
successful legislative session, but getting 
there was a different story. Masks, social 
distancing, and testifying on bills virtually from 
another room in the statehouse were common 
practice in the 2021 Session of the Indiana 
General Assembly.

In the lobbying business, some of your work 
is done formally, but much more is done 

informally. Whether it’s a quick pitch in the 
hallway or an elevator, or chatting before 
a committee meeting, all that went by the 
wayside in the interest of keeping legislators 
healthy throughout the session. It certainly 
limited the number of bills that INPEA engaged 
on, but the good news was that most of our 
efforts were focused on a small number of key 
pieces of legislation. Those few key pieces of 
legislation yielded a legislative session to truly 
celebrate! Although, by April 22 (the last day of 
session), legislators, their staffs, and lobbyists 
were ready for this session to end and go 
home.

How COVID-19  
Affected the  
Legislative Session

John Elcesser visiting with a student reading  
at Covenant Christian School in Mishawaka

John Elcesser and Heidi Gant visiting Good Shepherd 
Catholic School in Evansville
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MARION COUNTY PUBLIC 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
With most of our advocacy efforts focused at 
the state level, the pandemic pushed INPEA 
to be a key advocate at the local levels as 
well. Working with local health departments 
like Marion County, INPEA helped coordinate 
communication between health experts and 
all non-public schools in the county. Working 
with school leaders, INPEA advocated for 
more reasonable restrictions on schools while 
taking into account the science and data as 
it related to students in elementary and high 
schools. Hosting webinars with Dr. Virginia 
Caine and meeting with her in person became 
regular occurrences during the pandemic. Even 
non-member schools saw the benefit from 
INPEA’s engagement. 

One non-member independent school leader 
even said, “If we didn’t know about INPEA 
before the pandemic, your work with Dr. 
Caine and the Marion County Public Health 
Department really showed how valuable you 
were. We wouldn’t have been kept in the loop 
for some really important items concerning the 
ever-changing COVID protocols, and we have 
you to thank for including us.”

COVID RELIEF FUNDING
The pandemic has produced a number of silver 
linings for our schools, one of which was the 
emergency funding provided by the state and 
federal government. INPEA worked closely 
with state agencies and federal partners to 
ensure students attending non-public schools 
in Indiana benefitted from these various 
resources. Whether it was consulting with 
the Indiana Department of Education or the 
Governor’s office, INPEA provided a voice for 
the needs of non-public schools. 

Working closely with the state Ombudsman, 
Andrew Mazur, INPEA kept school leaders 
informed through email updates, webinar 
trainings, and networking opportunities. We 
also hosted a third-party vendor showcase via 
Zoom to help schools come up with more big-
picture ideas about how they could use their 
funding to impact long-term learning loss by 
using service providers. Several of our amazing 
business partners were a part of that, and we 
were able to make numerous connections that 
both our schools and business partners were 
happy with. We are so proud of our Indiana  
non-public schools for navigating that extremely 
challenging time with professionalism and 
commitment to their students that was always 
mission-focused.

“

“

INPEA would not be INPEA without John, Heidi, and Beatrice. INPEA is so blessed 
to have a board that understands and supports the mission of the association.”

— DR. DARYL HAGAN 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, DIOCESE OF EVANSVILLE

I sincerely thank INPEA for your care for 
education in Indiana. You have truly made 
a great difference in the lives of so many 
young people, and the fruits of this difference 
will bear forth in many generations to come. 
Education is one of the essential reasons 
why many of the Mexican immigrants in my 
faith community came to the United States. 
They wanted to give their children a quality 
education so that they could strive for a better 
life that they themselves never had. Education 
is the only way out of the cycle of poverty. 
This expansion not only helps their children 
get an education, but it will allow many of our 
children to reach the dreams of their parents, 
get out of poverty, and have better lives.”

— FATHER RYAN PIETROCARLO 
PASTOR AT ST. ADALBERT PARISH, SOUTH BEND
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After polling our member schools over the 
summer leading up to what was supposed 
to be INPEC 2020, we came to the difficult 
decision in September to postpone our popular 
educator conference to the following year. 
Most of our schools were still under high 
restrictions for COVID-19 and couldn’t take the 
chance being in-person with a large group of 
people. 

Since our program was created with a live 
audience in mind, and because we held off 
on the decision to postpone until closer to 
the date, we decided not to go virtual when 
many other events did. This left us unable 
to provide our schools and educators the 
professional development in 2020 they came 
to rely on. So, we created what we called “PD 
Thursdays,” which were virtual opportunities to 
provide our members with quality professional 
development at least once a month through 
the end of the school year.

Indiana Non-Public Educator’s  
Conference Postponed

LIST OF PD THURSDAY EVENTS  
AND PRESENTERS:

 � “Catch Your Breath” hosted by Brenda Jank 
from Run Hard. Rest Well.

 � “Social Emotional Learning: Making Critical 
Connections with Students During the COVID 
Pandemic” hosted by Dr. Greg Wolcott, 
sponsored by FACTS

 � “Student Performance: Turning COVID 
Learning Gaps into Growth” hosted by 
Drs. Julie Vogel and Gene Kerns with 
Renaissance 

 � “‘What Are They Thinking?’ Strategies to 
Tailor Instruction and Meet the Needs 
of All Learners” hosted by Lainie Rowell, 
sponsored by FACTS

 � “Practical Steps for Rigorous Virtual 
Instruction” hosted by Ivy Tech Community 
College

John Elcesser visiting a classroom at Our Lady 
of Hungary Catholic School in South Bend

Heidi Gant visiting the construction site 
of the new Evansville Christian School

We’ll be back in person and in full swing on 
October 4-5, 2021 for Indiana Non-Public 
Educator’s Conference at the Indiana 
Convention Center downtown Indianapolis.

REGISTER NOW!

HAVE NO FEAR!
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INPEA is dedicated to representing Indiana’s 
non-public schools, regardless of where 
the needs exist, and we need your help to 
continue our efforts. For years, INPEA member 
schools have affirmed the important role the 
organization plays for their schools, but now 
the value of engaging other non-public school 
supporters in the work of the organization has 
also become a priority.

We created the “Friends of INPEA’’ entity at the 
beginning of this fiscal year trying to reconnect 
to our “INPEA alumni,” or past board members, 
administrators/teachers from member 
schools, etc. As someone who has had a 
relationship with INPEA, our ask was simple: 
Step up. Step up with a financial contribution 
(no matter the amount) and help to identify 
other potential INPEA friends. Friends who are 
already strong believers of non-public school 
education and can see the connection of 
INPEA’s role in securing the quality and viability 
of the schools they believe in so strongly.

Thousands of Indiana citizens, companies, and 
charitable foundations believe in choice and 
quality education options for Indiana families 
and are willing to support the cause. If you’re 
able to help, we’d use any additional dollars 
toward operating support to continue to 
protect and expand non-public school interests 
as well as resources for research, technology, 
personnel, and our profile as the non-public 
education voice for member schools.

Advancement

Top: John Elcesser visiting a classroom at St. Wendel Catholic School in Wadesville.  
Bottom left: John Elcesser speaking at a Lafayette principal’s meeting.  
Bottom right: John Elcesser touring the gymnasium at Trinity Lutheran School in Elkhart.
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Thank you to our 2020-2021 business partners, organizations, and individuals who have donated funds,  
connected with our school leaders, and supported INPEA financially this year! 
We had 100% participation from our board of directors this year in our annual donation fund, which shows how supportive our board is and 
how much they believe in the mission and vision of INPEA. We were also expecting schools to be tight on money because of COVID, but the 
membership dues payment rate, and even the donations made above and beyond membership dues from our schools blew us away. Thank you!

BUSINESS PARTNERS

Catapult Learning

Renaissance

Ivy Tech Community College

FACTS

RCL Benziger/Kendall Hunt

Friendzy

Gradelink

Crossroads Education

Tools for Success

AfterSchool HQ

SCHOOL DONORS

Bishop Chatard High School

Bishop Dwenger High School

Bishop Luers High School

Blackhawk Christian School

Cardinal Ritter High School

Cathedral High School

Evansville Christian School

Holy Cross Lutheran School  
(Ft. Wayne)

Lakewood Park Christian School

Marian High School

Mater Dei High School

Providence Cristo Rey High School

Reitz Memorial High School

Roncalli High School

Scecina Memorial High School

St. Joseph High School

St. Theodore Guerin High School

INDIVIDUAL BOARD 
MEMBER DONATIONS

Dr. Joseph Brettnacher

Dr. Robert Bridges

Devon Brinks

Dr. Kevin Brockberg

Tom & Renee Coffee

Dr. Peg Dispenzieri

Scott Grass

Cindy Hemmelgarn

Dr. Joseph Majchrowicz

Mary McCoy

A.D. Motzen

Mark Muehl

Diane Pike

David Sexauer

Sally Sternberg

Glenn Tebbe

FRIENDS OF INPEA

Samuel Barfell

Eric Davis

Tad Dickel

Jon Dize

Jeffrey Freeman

Amy Hedges

Barb Hesselink

Jon Mielke

Clarence Oudman

Bob Payne

Michelle Priar

Kim Pryzbylski

Scott Schumacher

Harley VerBeek

Chuck Weisenbach

If you’d like to learn more about 
supporting INPEA financially to 
continue advocating, promoting 
engagement, and striving for 
the advancement of non-public 
schools, please consider giving 
to our annual fund or becoming 
a “Friend of INPEA.”

GIVE TODAY
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Financials
REVENUE

Donations   $25,095

Restricted Donations  $14,000 
(Special Education Study)

Business Partners  $30,000

Miscellaneous*   $2,164 

Dues    $336,686

TOTAL REVENUE  $407,945

*This category mostly includes interest from savings.

EXPENSES

General Office    $27,494

Special Projects   $8,519

Communications and Lobbying $9,056

Personnel & Operations  $285,667

TOTAL EXPENSES  $330,736
Top: John Elcesser visiting Higland Christian School in Highland.  
Bottom: John Elcesser speaking at a Catholic Business Exchange meeting.



INPEA Staff 
John Elcesser 
Executive Director

Heidi Gant 
Director of Communications  
and Member Relations

Beatrice Bursten 
Coordinator of Office Operations



1400 N. Meridian St. Indianapolis, IN 46202 | Office 317.236.7329 | Fax 317.236.7328

If you are interested in INPEA membership or 
in supporting INPEA efforts, or if you just want 
more information about non-public schools in 
Indiana, reach out to us. We’d love to have you 
as part of the INPEA family!

Get Involved

LEARN MORE


