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SCHOOL OF MINISTRY PROGRAM: Theology and Church Leadership Certificate 
 
 
Course Title: How to Read and Interpret the Bible Today 
COURSE SYLLABUS (semester): Fall 2022 
 
Class Day: Monday 
Class Times: 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Class Dates: September 19th through/including October 24th 
Location: Grace Leadership Institute 
 
INSTRUCTOR:          TEACHING ASSISTANT:  
Name: Dr. Chris Ansberry 
Organization: Grove City College 
Email: AnsberryCB@gcc.edu 
Phone: 724–967–6160 
        
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the nature and function of the different forms 
of literature within Scripture and to enable the student to interpret biblical texts within their literary, 
historical, theological, and wider canonical contexts. 
 
PROGRAM OBJECTIVE(S): This course addresses the following Program Outcome: 
 

• Demonstrate an analytical and wholistic understanding of the Bible – OT and NT. 
 
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES: As a result of attending this course, participants will be able to:  
 

• Demonstrate competence in interpreting texts in the various genres across Scripture. 
• Demonstrate an integrated understanding of interpretive approaches to the biblical text. 
• Communicate and apply the results of biblical interpretation with clarity, insight, and relevance. 

 
COURSE TEXT REQUIRED 
 
Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, 4th ed. (Grand Rapids:  

Zondervan, 2014). 
 
RECOMMENDED READING 
 
Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Narrative. 2nd ed. New York: Basic Books, 2011. 
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________. The Art of Biblical Poetry. Rev. ed. New York: Basic Books, 2011. 
 
Bartholomew, Craig G. Introducing Biblical Hermeneutics: A Comprehensive Framework for Hearing God  

in Scripture. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2015. 
 
Billings, J. Todd. The Word of God for the People of God: An Entryway to the Theological Interpretation of  

Scripture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010. 
 
Davis, Ellen F. and Richard B. Hays, eds. The Art of Reading Scripture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 
 
Klein, William W., Craig L. Blomberg, and Robert L. Hubbard, Jr. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation.  

Rev. ed. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2004. 
 
Ryken, Leland. Words of Delight: A Literary Introduction to the Bible. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. 
 
________. A Complete Handbook of Literary Forms in the Bible. Wheaton: Crossway, 2014. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 

A. Reading Assignment(s)  
 
All participants are required to read a chapter by Kevin Vanhoozer as well as the assigned chapters in 
Fee and Stuart’s How the Read the Bible for All Its Worth (see the Course Schedule below). The 
assigned readings are due on the day they are scheduled (e.g., Vanhoozer on Sept 19th). These 
readings are invaluable, for they will provide participants with a backdrop and framework for our class 
discussions.  
 
In addition to reading several chapters from Fee and Stuart, all participants will produce two  
reflections on two chapters from How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth. That is, participants will  
choose two out eight assigned chapters; and participants will produce a reflection from each of those  
selected chapters. More specifically, participants will: 

 
a. Reflect on the content of each selected chapter and write out any thoughts, challenges, and 

personal points of application; 
b. Each reflection should be between 300-500 words; 
c. NB: This is not an essay, nor a technical, academic exercise. It represents your personal 

reflections. 
 

These reflections are due at the beginning of class on Monday, October 17th.  
 
B. Written Assignment  

 
All participants will produce an introduction to the book of Habakkuk. The introduction will include a 
discussion of the following elements:  
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• The historical context of Habakkuk’s oracles; 
• The genre, structure, and rhetorical strategy of the book; 
• The thematic emphases of the book as well as the way in which these themes are developed 

elsewhere in Scripture (OT and NT); and 
• A discussion of the contemporary significance of the book in general and/or specific 

theological themes in particular.  
 

The essay will be 1,700 words (maximum). The piece should evince the crystallization of your 
interpretive thinking. And it should demonstrate critical engagement with primary and secondary 
sources. The essay is due at the beginning of class on Monday, October 24th. 
 
A few notes and tips for the essay: 
 

• Form: Please use a standard font in 12pt and double spaced. If summarizing ideas or quoting 
directly, please use proper citation (see section on plagiarism below). 

• The bibliography (list of books) below is suggested and not comprehensive. You all have 
different working speeds, background knowledge, aspirations, and circumstances, and your 
essays will be shaped differently. The bibliography is provided to steer you in the right direction 
and get you thinking. 

• Don’t feel you need to read everything on this list. Be selective but thorough. Part of learning to 
write a good essay is knowing what to read and how much to read. 

• Dictionary articles and commentaries will also point you towards other books/articles. Again, do 
feel free to read other material (within reason). 

• Do read outside the comfort zone of your tradition (a few of the readings above may fall into 
this category) and be prepared to engage with it.  

• Be very careful with using material taken from the internet — there is no quality control on the 
web and much of it is out-of-date, whacky, or superficial. 

• A note on sources — please be careful to present your sources faithfully and accurately. Imagine 
that you had the author/person you are engaging with in the room next to you. Would they say, 
“Yes, that’s exactly what I was trying to say!”? A note on plagiarism. Again, please read the 
material on plagiarism carefully. 

• Feel free to use either the MLA or Chicago/Turabian format for citations and bibliographies. 
 
Preliminary bibliography: 
 
D. W. Baker, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (TOTC; Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1988) 
 
Kenneth Barker, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah (NAC; Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1999) 
 
D. E. Gowan, The Triumph of Faith in Habakkuk (Louisville: John Knox, 1976) 
 
D. Prior, The Message of Joel, Micah, and Habakkuk: Listening to the Voice of God (BST; Downers Grove:  

IVP, 1999) 
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Thomas Renz, The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (NICOT; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2021) 
 
O. P. Robertson, The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (NICOT; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,  

1990) 
 
Heath Thomas, Habakkuk (Two Horizons Old Testament Commentary; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2018) 
 
Warren Wiersbe, From Worry to Worship: Studies in Habakkuk (Lincoln: Back to the Bible, 1983) 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT, ASSIGNMENTS  
 
FS = Fee and Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth 
 

Date Topic Reading Assignments 
Sept 19 The fundamentals of biblical 

interpretation: presuppositions 
and principles for reading 
Scripture 

§ Vanhoozer, “Holy 
Scripture,” in 
Christian 
Dogmatics: 
Reformed 
Theology for the 
Church Catholic, 
eds. Michael Allen 
and Scott Swain 
(Grand Rapids: 
Baker Academic, 
2016), 30–56. 

§  

Sept 26 Reading biblical narrative § FS 93–111, 132–
53 

§  

Oct 3 Reading biblical prophecy § FS 187–211  §  
Oct 10 Reading apocalyptic literature § FS 258–73  §  
Oct 17 Reading biblical poetry § FS 154–67, 212–

32  
§ Reflections on Fee 

and Stuart due 
Oct 24 Reading epistolary literature § FS 57–92 § Written assignment 

due 
 
 
CLASS EXPECTATIONS 

- Regular attendance and submission of assignments on due dates in syllabus is expected. Attendance 
is required at scheduled classes and the scheduled start time. Students must alert the instructor via 
email about circumstances affecting their ability to attend class and complete assignments prior to 
the class or assignment due date.  

- Work is expected on the due date. Note that most assignments are not accepted after the due date 
although they can be submitted earlier.  
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- Each class will have a diversity of backgrounds and opinions represented. In order to encourage and 
ensure open participation, it is expected that each student will demonstrate respect and embody a 
posture of mutual learning at all times.  

- Electronic Equipment Usage in Class It is expected that students will use technology (cell phones, 
laptop computers, iPads, etc.) during classes only for the purposes of class work. Therefore, students 
should turn off cell phones and refrain from texting and using laptop computers during classes 
except for the purposes of taking notes or doing research specifically authorized by the course 
instructor.  

- In cases of extenuating circumstances, and at the discretion of the instructor, a student may request 
and apply for an extension …. All work will need to be made up and will be subject to a 5-point grade 
reduction on the final grad of each assignment. 
 

ACADEMIC STANDARDS 
- Cheating and plagiarism are considered serious breaches of personal and academic integrity. 

Cheating involves, but is not necessarily limited to, the use of unauthorized sources of information 
during an examination or the submission of the same (or substantially same) work for credit in two 
or more courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors. Plagiarism involves the use 
of another person’s distinctive ideas or words, whether published or unpublished, and representing 
them as one’s own instead of giving proper credit to the source. Plagiarism can also involve over 
dependence on other source material for the scope and substance of one’s writing. Such breaches in 
academic standards often result in a failing grade as well as other corrective measures.  

 


