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We have come to the point of our Lenten journey that we must 
contemplate death.   

This Sunday’s Gospel reminds me of dying and funerals, as a 
portion of this text is often used:  “...unless a grain of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; 
but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” 

As Christians we may choose to solely focus on resurrection 
and new life. If we are not careful, we might focus so much on 
the bliss of new life that we forget what needs to happen for us 
to arrive there—death.   In order to have those meaningful 
moments of joy and peace we must first confront the mystery 
of death. 

As Modern Day Disciples, we naturally want to be positive and 
optimistic.  The danger is when we ignore our own mortality. 
We must reflect upon how finite our time is here in this world, 
as we prepare for the next—eternal life with God. 

Pope Alexander VII commissioned Italian artist Bernini to 
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Gospel of John 12:20-33 

Some Greeks who had come to 
worship at the Passover Feast 
came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked 
him, "Sir, we would like to see 
Jesus." Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, "The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 

Amen, amen, I say to you,  
unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies,  
it remains just a grain of wheat;  
but if it dies, it produces much 
fruit. Whoever loves his life loses 
it, and whoever hates his life in 
this world will preserve it for 
eternal life. 

Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there also will 
my servant be. The Father will 
honor whoever serves me. 

"I am troubled now. Yet what 
should I say?  'Father, save me 
from this hour'? But it was for this 
purpose that I came to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name." 

Then a voice came from heaven,  
"I have glorified it and will glorify 
it again."  The crowd there heard it 
and said it was thunder; but others 
said, "An angel has spoken to 
him." 

Jesus answered and said, "This 
voice did not come for my sake but 
for yours.  Now is the time of 
judgment on this world; now the 
ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And when I am lifted up from 
the earth, I will draw everyone to 
myself." He said this indicating the 
kind of death he would die.  
(New American Bible, Revised Edition, 2010.) 
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make a coffin that he kept in his bedroom, along with a marble 
skull for his desk, to remind him of the brevity of life. Saints 
Jerome, Aloysius, and Mary Magdalene, among others, are 
often depicted in classic paintings with skulls.  St. Francis of 
Assisi once signed a letter to Brother Leo with a tau cross and a 
small drawing of a skull.  These visual reminders are often 
called Memento Mori, Latin for “Remember that you will die”, 
are a way we can keep our impending death in mind.1 

My best friend from seminary sent me a birthday gift the year 
after I was ordained.  When I opened the package I was 
confronted with a strange item—a miniature wooden casket.  I 
found this slightly macabre and telephoned him to ask the 
meaning of this disturbing gift. He responded with the 
following: “Just as you have your date of birth, you also have a 
death date.  Live life to the fullest.” 

The casket was meant for my desk; a visual reminder of my 
mortality.  Over the past fourteen years my miniature casket 
has been shuffled from place to place.  Unfortunately, I 
recently went in search of it and found it packed away in a 
moving box. 

Do you figuratively pack the knowledge of your mortality 
away in the back recesses of your mind? This is very easy to do 
in our popular US culture that promotes youth and vitality. This 
Sunday’s readings remind us that disciples of Jesus, even 
modern day ones, need to accept death so we can know and 
enjoy Resurrection. This truth that we celebrate as the Paschal 
Mystery ( i.e. the life, death, Resurrection, and Ascension of 
Jesus Christ) is the paradigm for all Christian living. 

As we journey through, life we must die to those things that 
keep us from wholeness and peace.  Once we die to those 
attitudes, we make room for new life and new possibilities. 
When the specter of death hangs over us, it pushes us to live 
life more fully.  Death pushes us into active lives of faith. 

The things that matter in this life, and the life to come, are 
written on our hearts. Let us allow God’s covenant to be 
written on our hearts so that we may lead others to eternal life.
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Prayers 

God of all consolation, in your 
unending love and mercy for us you 
turn the darkness of death into the 
dawn of new life. 

Show compassion to your people 
who struggle with the reality of 
death. 

Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
dying for us, conquered death and 
by rising again, restored life. 

May we then go forward eagerly to 
meet him, and after our life on earth 
be reunited with our brothers and 
sisters where every tear will be wiped 
away. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

OR: 

God of our destiny, into your hands 
we commend ourselves. 

We are confident that with all who 
have died in Christ, we will be raised 
to life on the last day and live with 
Christ for ever. 

We thank you for all the blessings 
you have given us in this life to show 
your fatherly care for all of us and the 
fellowship which is ours with the 
saints in Jesus Christ.   

Lord, hear our prayer: welcome us 
into paradise. 

Amen. 

1. Noble, Sr. Theresa Aletheia, “Memento Mori: How a 
skull on your desk desk will change your life,” 
www.aleteia.org/2017/09/12. 


