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Well I’m pretty sure we can all say that we haven’t seen a year like 2020 before! More than 

ever I think it’s been a year to get out on the water and leave the day behind. I’m sure there’s 

also a lot of kiters enjoying a lack of European traffic out on the water! 

 

In the last 12 months Kiteboarding WA as the official State Sporting Association has 

continued to promote safety and participation while also providing much needed advocacy. It 

is only natural in a windy state like WA that the sport continues to face significant challenges 

because of increased population pressure and the role of advocate is becoming ever more 

critical. Issues from Karratha to Rockingham kept the Executive on its toes but saw our 

relationship continue to grow with a number of Councils and Government Departments.  

 

 One of the key safety issues saw Kiteboarding WA combine with Windsurfing and Paddle 

WA to lobby that Level 50 lifejackets can continue to be used more than 400m from shore. 

During a review of safety equipment by the Department of Transport there was a proposal 

for kiteboarders to use Level 100 lifejackets. In the end the only change to the current law 

will be to use GPS enabled Personal Locator Beacons when kiteboarding outside 400m. An 

important distinction was also gained through the creation of two categories one for 

registered vessels and one for non-registered vessels. Kiteboards will now fall into the latter.  

 

Also, a key gain by Kiteboarding WA was in the City Rockingham area where KWA became 

an official stakeholder in the Master Plan. This means any future development by the City 

along their coastline will involve consultation with our sport, so our requirements are taken 

into account.  

 

I’d like to use this opportunity to announce I’m resigning from the board of Kiteboarding WA. 

In the 8 years involved with this organisation I’ve been lucky to meet many amazing people 

who have contributed in so many ways to the sports development. Special mention must be 

made to Rebecca Bury whose unmatched enthusiasm and passion for kiteboarding has 

meant that the sport has been very lucky to have her in its corner. 

 

Highlights are too many to mention but would definitely include KWA becoming an official 

State Sporting Association along with being able to hold the Freestyle Nationals at such a 

special location like The Pond. 

 

I’d like to finish up with an idea I’ve encountered a lot in this sport this idea of “them and us”. 

One thing this experience has taught me is that we are all in this together. If we are to 

ensure that future generations are able to have the same kiteboarding experiences we do 
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we have to realise we are all ambassadors for the sport and respect for other beach users 

and the environment is paramount if we are to continue to have the access we now enjoy.  

 

Wishing fair winds and safe kiting for the season ahead 

 

Drew Norton  

President KWA 
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I think we can all feel the excitement as the sea breeze starts to make an appearance across 

the state, let us hope this season delivers as well as the last one. The summer of 2019/2020 

saw a huge increase in kiteboarders participating in the sport, as well as new schools 

arriving on the scene in WA, a good indication of how popular the sport of kiteboarding is 

becoming, especially along our beautiful coastline. Following on from the success of the 

previous seasons event, we kicked off the season with the Kiteboarding Australia Kite Expo 

Season Opener at Leighton Beach with the support of various kite brands from across the 

country. With a near perfect Spring October sea breeze gracing the event once again, the 

turnout at the event was a huge success with over 100 attendees coming down to demo 

gear and to say hello to some familiar faces.  

 

Unfortunately, due to the unfavourable conditions, the State Wave Titles had to be cancelled 

yet again this season. Due to lack of time available, we were unable to reschedule another 

appropriate date throughout the season. Thank you once again to our sponsors Cabrinha 

and Kite Addiction, North Kiteboarding and to Russell Curtin for the support of the wave 

event. For the upcoming season, approvals have been granted to host the wave event at 

Wedge Island, dates are scheduled for January 9th – 10th 2021 with the following weekend 

as a backup.  

 

We continued to host the State Freestyle event down at the popular flat-water spot, The 

Pond, Safety Bay. The competition was originally scheduled for December 2019, however 

the conditions were unfavourable, so the event was successfully rescheduled to February. 

Each year, it is inspirational and rewarding to see the development of the young kiteboarders 

across the state, and how they influence and encourage each other to be the best they can, 

it is what makes these events very worthwhile. The Freestyle Nationals were held over east 

this year with a few WA representatives heading over and making the podium. This season’s 

North Kiteboarding WA Freestyle Titles will be held on Saturday 6th February at the same 

location of The Pond. A huge thanks to fellow committee member and Duotone rider Daniel 

Anderson for his influence and involvement in the freestyle scene, and for the ongoing 

development clinics delivered in conjunction with WA Surf. 

 

After rebranding to Kiteboarding Western Australia two seasons ago, the last season has 

seen the finalisation of the formal name changes and official documentation. Conor from 

McGrath Designs has been working hard behind the scenes to develop and deliver new 

concepts which are currently in the process of being completed. It has been stimulating to 

see the development of the new brand and I am excited to see, and for you to see, the final 

outcome of the new event resources/materials we have in the pipeline.  
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Online Marketing & Social Media 

Once again, Social Media & the online digital presence of KWA has played an extremely 

valued role in the development of the new branding along with the promotion of the season’s 

events. Statistics show the consistent growth of these platforms throughout the year, with 

events being the biggest influencer to target the larger audiences. The website has been 

undergoing constant updates and changes throughout the year to coincide with the 

rebranding and has seen a noticeable organic increase in traffic in comparison to the 

previous year. The search performance of Kiteboarding Western Australia across Google is 

at its highest during the months of December and January, which stands correct and truly 

reflects the highest point of the season in WA. It is interesting and great to see the success 

of the following months, especially May, which shows decent consistency throughout the 

year and in the off season. The last year has seen a significant growth of Kiteboarding 

Western Australia digitally and with continued updates to the website and other various 

online platforms, the path should continue. 

 

I would like to say a huge thank you to our sponsors during the 2019/20 season who have 

helped us to deliver successful events; North Kiteboarding, Cabrinha, Kite Addiction, Ape X 

Kiteboarding, WA Surf and Safety Bay Yacht Club. A special thank you to The Department 

of Sport & Recreation for their continued support and to Kiteboarding Australia and finally 

thank you to the photographers who have contributed to the events and content for social 

media, it is greatly appreciated! A special thank you to The Department of Sport & 

Recreation for their continued support and to Kiteboarding Australia and thank you to the 

photographers who have contributed to the events and content for social media, it is greatly 

appreciated!  

 

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to everyone who has 

been involved in the huge development of Kiteboarding WA/ WAKSA over the past three 

years. Drew Norton for being a major influence in the transfer to a state sporting body and 

his dedication to the organisation behind the scenes has been more than outstanding. A big 

thank you to Conor McGrath for his amazing branding for KWA, the rebrand and new identity 

has been a huge success to say the least. Thank you to Daniel and Kate for their consistent 

support in the clinics and freestyle event, and to Liam for stepping in as the Treasurer and 

assisting with financial administration and advocacy for the support.  And to the General 

Committee members and volunteers for their support and enthusiasm towards KWA and 

events. We could not have got to where we are today without any of you, so thank you. 

 

Unfortunately, I feel as though it is my time to step away from the role to focus on some 

personal commitments and to allow somebody else to step up to the position. It has been an 
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absolute pleasure to be involved in the organisation and will continue as a general 

committee member until the events and handover is complete.  

To say the least and after the mayhem of 2020, I am very excited for another successful 

upcoming season of events and I will look forward to seeing you on the water soon.  

 

Safe winds and happy kiting! 

 

Rebecca Bury 

Vice President & Marketing KWA 
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Facebook Event Statistics 2019/ 2020 Season 

 

Google Analytic Report – Website Traffic Comparison 
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Google Search Results  
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North Kiteboarding Freestyle Series – WA State Titles (2019/2020) 

 

The 2019/20 season was yet again a huge success in the discipline of freestyle, with the 

North Kiteboarding WA State Freestyle event being held on February 16th, 2020. The wind 

delivered perfect conditions allowing the competition to successfully run throughout the 

afternoon. The inspiring part of the event, once again, was watching the progression, 

determination, and talent of the juniors who each year step up their game and vastly improve 

their skills. This year saw a record number of women enter the event (how many??) and 

competitors traveling down from all across the state and also from the Cocos (Keeling) 

Islands to compete and fly back with a trophy (Toby Whichello).  

 

A huge thank you to our sponsors who make the event a success; North Kiteboarding, Rick 

Pryce from Adrenaline Board Sports with the Young Junior Award and remarkable 

photographs from the event, Ape X Kiteboarding, Safety Bay Yacht Club and to the 

Department of Sport and Recreation for their continued support. Also a huge thank you to 

our volunteer event organisers, judges and photographers for the day who make this event 

happen each season to develop kiteboarding and the discipline of freestyle; Rebecca Bury, 

Daniel Anderson (Duotone), Chrissy Gauderi (Duotone), Alexandre Daubresse (Duotone) 

and lastly a big thank you to all of the competitors who take the time and effort to get 

involved in the events! We are looking forward to the next State Freestyles on February 6th 

2021. 

 

WA State Title Results 

 

 MENS 
 

WOMEN 
 

 
MASTERS 

 

 
JUNIORS U18 

 

 
JUNIORS U14 

 

1st Emerson Johnston Kate McKenzie Andrew Moore Logan McCormick Anthony Eppen 

2nd Alex Djuric Ieke Van Winkelhoff Si Anderson Toby Whichello Ruben Swart 

3rd 1. Ben Field  
 

Shevy Lauren Denys 
Karantonis 

Joshua 
Stevenson 

Noah 
Karantonis 
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North Kiteboarding Freestyle Series – WA State Titles (2019/2020) 

Photo Credit : Rick Pryce – Adrenaline Board sports 
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North Kiteboarding Freestyle Series – Kiteboarding Australia Freestyle 

Nationals 2020 

 

This year, it was time to pass on the Australian Freestyle Nationals to Adelaide, South Australia. 

Alex, Logan & Ruben headed over to represent Western Australia and they did a good job at that! 

Here are the results:   

 

Freestyle National Results 

 

 MENS 
 

WOMEN 
 

 
MASTERS 

 

 
JUNIORS U18 

 

 
JUNIORS U14 

 

1st Ewan Jaspan Katie Potter Ben Lancaster Leo Verrecchia Ruben Swart 

2nd Leo Verrecchia Rachel Baglin Alessandro Allori Ben Savage  

3rd Dan Sweeney Cat Johnson Brant Oxlade Alex Verrecchia  

 

 

Special Award Winners 

 

 1st 2nd 3rd 

Expression Session Evan  Richard  Matt McKenzie Smith 

Ride Social Member 
Award 

Virginia Gaget   

Kite Hard Award Aaron Kenny   

Go Big Alex Djuric   

Adrenaline Board sports Logan McCormick 
Corey Ackerman 

  

Stoke Award Janette Mash   
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North Kiteboarding Freestyle Series – Kiteboarding Australia Freestyle Nationals 2020 
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30th October 2020 

 

Dear Kiteboarding Western Australia Committee and Members,  

 

2019/20 Season 

 

It’s truly exciting to see the developments of Kiteboarding in Western Australia. The state 

remains the strongest membership base in Australia and is a testament to the committee 

and kiteboarding community in Australia’s ‘windy’ state.  

 

I’d like to thank the committee of Kiteboarding Western Australia for their unwavering 

continued dedication and service to the sport, as a purely volunteer organisation, the 

quantity and quality of the outputs created is remarkable for the development of kiting in WA. 

Volunteers are critical to the success of our collective organisation – and we are thankful to 

everyone who has contributed.   

Kiteboarding Australia has made strong progress across a range of areas throughout the 

19/20 Season, with key achievements including: 

 

• Establishment of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Australian Sailing 

(AS) for development of the Olympic pathway, 

• Continual growth and maturity of the Season Launch Kiteboarding Expo, National 

Wave Series and National Freestyle Series,   

• Establishment of a National Foil Committee,  

• Membership and sponsorship growth, which are now at an all-time high,  

• Improved branding, marketing and a sharper external expression of KA’s role in the 

kiteboarding community, and 

• Rollout of the youth development program to KA affiliated schools.  

•  

During the 2019-20 season, Kiteboarding Australia has made progressive steps to further 

developing the sport at a national level and are looking to evolve and adapt to the changing 
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sport. Kitefoiling is becoming a large part of the sport and we are very happy to announce 

that we are working to create racing pathways across the country that will support grassroots 

through to Olympic hopefuls.  

Kiteboarding Australia is working with more kiteboarding schools & instructors than ever and 

is continuing to offer a high level of training and accreditation services to the community in 

Western Australia and across Australia.  

Our National Events took place in Melbourne (Kitefoiling), Torquay (Wave) and Adelaide 

(Freestyle). As each year passes, we look to mature our processes, improve the standard 

and quality of our National events. 

 

Kiteboarding Australia would also like to acknowledge and thank Drew Norton and Rebecca 

Bury for their outstanding contribution to the sport in Western Australia over many years. 

Both Drew and Rebecca have gone above and beyond, devoting countless days and hours 

to the sport. Our sport simply would not be where it is today without them and as they resign 

from their positions on the committee at the AGM this year, KA wish them the very best for 

the future & we hope to maintain a connection between both and our collective 

organisations. As we move forward, we look forward to continuing our work with 

Kiteboarding Western Australia and working closely with incoming committee.   

 

Good winds and safe kiteboarding 

 

 

 
 

Declan McCarthy | General Manager | Kiteboarding Australia  
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Kiteboarding Western Australia (KWA) reported revenue of $21,442 for the financial year 

ending 30 June 2020. The primary source of income was membership fees collected by 

Kiteboarding Australia through the national insurance scheme. Membership as at 30 June 

2020 comprised 434 adults, 5 family and 14 junior members. KWA also received a $5,000 

Industry Investment grant from the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 

Industries as being recognised state sporting association for kiteboarding. Balance of 

revenue comprises event sponsorship and entry fees, corporate sponsorship and 

sanctioning fees for the Lighthouse to Leighton event.  

 

Overheads and operating expenses were kept to a minimum to allow for funds to be used 

towards purchasing and branding assets to use for events to grow participation in 

membership and kiteboarding. Net surplus for the year was $10,784.  

 

An enclosed trailer was acquired during the year and this is being branded to be used for 

advocacy and state-wide events and will help with moving of equipment and act as an 

important brand asset for the organisation. New branded marquees are being acquired in the 

2021 financial year for the same purpose to go alongside the trailer. 

 

As at 30 June 2020, cash at bank was $29,296 and the organisation had an accumulated 

surplus of $33,307. 
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President            Drew Norton 

Vice President  Rebecca Bury 

Treasurer             Liam Surridge 

Secretary             Louisa Akerina / Holly Grimwood 

 

 

Committee Members 

Executive            Conor McGrath 

Executive            Ieke van Winkelhoff 

Freestyle             Dan Anderson 

Freestyle             Kate Anderson 

Waves                  Russell Curtin 

Waves                  Julian Herm 

Waves   Lucas De Prato 

General                Corne Snellenburg 

General                Mark Arkley 

General   Marcin Gabriel 

General    Ian Jack 

General   Byron Vik-Smith    
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