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Remembering the Past – Improving the Future ...promoting the care,
improvement, and general welfare of the Briggs Lake Chain [Julia, Briggs, Rush
and Big Elk] and the adjoining and connecting watersheds.

 

http://briggslakechainassociation.com


January Lake Report - The President's Letter 
Brad Kipp email: bradkipp1@gmail.com cell: 612 810 6738

Happy New Year,

The December 21st winter solstice and shortest day of the year is behind us.
The days are getting longer. For the first time in hundreds of years the planets
lined up so we could see Jupiter and Saturn like bright stars. A tested and
approved vaccine is on its way. The national elections are done and over. We
won't have to listen to all those commercials for another four years. I rarely
make New Year's resolutions. This year is an exception. As things slowly get
back to the "old normal" and we can go to a big wedding, a funeral, eat inside a
restaurant if we want, shake hands when we meet and hug someone we haven't
seen in a long time, I will be more appreciative of the little things that are a big
part of life. 2021 Is going to be a GREAT YEAR.

It is winter in Minnesota. Get out and enjoy. The 4th annual ICE DAY On The
Chain is scheduled for Saturday February 6th. More about that later in the
newsletter.

Next week via "snail mail" we are kicking off our annual request to join or renew
your membership. In addition we are asking for donations to donate to the AIS (
Aquatic Invasive species) Fireworks, and Fish Stocking on the lakes.

For properties with lake shore on any of the four lakes, the "Green Sheets" from
Lake Management with a form to order products to kill weeds on individual
shorelines will be in the mailing. The change in the shoreline weed control
program this year is Hydrothol 191 Granular pellets are offered to residents that
want a "do It yourself" option for weed control. I looked at the cost this year
compared to Lake Management spraying individual properties. I would say
people with 100 ft of shoreline or less will save about 40%. Lake Management
will continue to do the weed control in the center of the upper three lakes using
liquid spraying as in years past. The TLID pays for that spraying with funds
collected from lakeshore property owners from their property taxes. It costs
thousands of dollars to control the weeds and other invasive things on our
lakes. If Big Elk residents were to join the TLID, more funds would be available
to control AIS in Big Elk.

If you don't get our mailing by February 1st. Please contact Debbie Stacey;
debjs52@yahoo.com Membership forms will be on the website around January
15th.

In the December Lake Report, we did a "shout out" and THANKS to those who



are not board members volunteering to help our organization. I want to
recognize our board members and their contributions. In alphabetical order:

Debbie Affeldt on Big Elk is one of our newer members. It takes a team to
stuff envelopes, stick on the mailing & return address labels and stamps for the
650 membership letters we send out in January. She is part of that team. Some
Big Elk residents are in the early stages of organizing a drive to petition
residents and submit the paperwork for Big Elk to join the Three Lake
Improvement District ( TLID ). Debbie is part of that committee.

Karen Jones on Julia is a long time member. She was treasurer for many
years. You know the signs we put out in the summer announcing events and
activities. Karen writes up the signs, gets them printed and delivered to those
with the sign holders. She is our volunteer coordinator. When we need
volunteers on projects, She does " the old fashioned '' pick up the phone and
calls people to see if they can help. She organized and got the team together to
work our Brat Stand for the McDonalds sidewalk cookout. Karen is always part
of the set up team and a food server at our food booth for Palmer Day.

Cheryl Larson on Briggs has been on the board for a few years. When we get
the "dreaded announcement" that the lake levels are high and a no wake
ordinance is in effect, she and her team put up the high water alert signs. Cheryl
is our lake area garage sale organizer & coordinator. I don't think she has yet
set the date for 2021. She and her son worked the brat booth at McDonalds
Meat in July. She is another of our many people working at our Palmer Day
booth.

Margaret Macaulay on Big Elk has been on the board for a few years. She is
part of the team stuffing envelopes etc for the January mailing. It would be good
for all four lakes if Big Elk were to join the TLID. Margaret is part of the
committee working on that. She is another one of those working the food booth
at Palmer Day.

Lynn Miller on Julia has been a member for a few years. This past year she
added a number of firsts to her volunteering. She is part of our website team
doing updates and adding articles. I know she would want me to mention we are
looking for one more person to join the website team. Lynn took the lead
requesting pictures for the Palmer Directory and getting judges to select the
winners. Also, she is an assistant editor of the Palmer Directory. That involves a
lot of work behind the scenes getting the book ready to go.

Roger Miller on Julia and the other half of the Miller team, took on one our
biggest projects of the year. This was his first year being the lead Palmer



Directory editor. It is a big job, contacting our advertisers, working with them on
their ads, laying out the white & yellow pages, getting the book ready for the
printer, proofing the book and finally getting his team out to deliver the books to
our residents. A HUGE THANKS to Roger & Lynn for a job well done.

Adele Munstermann on Rush is our vice president. I think her biggest
challenge is being our parliamentarian and trying to keep us on track following
"Robert's Rules of Order" at meetings. She has been the "Sunshine Lady" for
many years. On behalf of the board she mails Thank You, Sympathy, Get Well
and other cards to our neighbors around the lake. At the general meetings we
like to have drawings for door prizes. You can thank Adele for getting the prizes
as donations.

Rosalie Musachio on Briggs is one of our past presidents. She is not resting
on those past accomplishments. She is chair of the " Gentle Footprints"
committee and an active leader in our "Shoreline Restoration" projects. Both
"Gentle Footprints" and "Shoreline Restoration" objectives are to improve and
maintain our lakes through naturally ecological programs. Two examples are
planting native plants and vegetation on shorelines, reducing run off of lawn
chemicals into the lake by changing the direction of rain gutters so water
doesn't run directly towards the lake. She is the one who started our Junior
Board of high school teens on the lake, volunteering and promoting activities
relative to their age group. Due to the virus, the Junior Board was not active this
year.

Scott Ruiter on Rush is another long time board member. In addition to being
on the BLCA board, he is chairman of the TLID (Three Lakes Improvement
District) and our liaison with the TLID. Also, he is co- president with Kenzie
Phelps of "Healthy Lakes," another group working with the BLCA to the benefit
of our lakes. Scott & Karen Jones are our representatives to COLA ( Sherburne
County Coalition of Lake Associations) working as a group in the county to
share ideas and success stories from lake associations in the county. A fair
amount of funds to the BLCA and TLID are from grants from the state and
county. Scott is part of the team that completes the forms to get those monies.
Do you remember our Palmer Day floats with the white 69 Cadillac convertible
pulling a vintage aluminum boat and kids throwing candies? Thanks to Scott for
donating his boat and vintage mercury outboard.

Pamela Simonson on Julia was newly elected to the board in October. She
volunteered to be one of the administrators for our Facebook page. Our page is
set up so you need to send a request to be part of the group so non-members
can't post dumb stuff. It is not an easy task to manage posts. Pamela and Karen
Jones are working with Forrest Brothen, chair of Ice Day on the Chain, to



promote the event on facebook and recruit volunteers to help.

Wayne Smith on Big Elk is another past president and long time board
member. He is not resting on his past accomplishments. Current research
reveals the potential of Big Elk being infested with AIS ( Aquatic Invasive
Species) is likely. If Big Elk joins the TLID, more funds will be available to stop
the infestation. Wayne is part of the team promoting and doing the work to have
Big Elk join the TLID.

Debbie Stacey on Big Elk is our secretary. That alone is a big commitment. In
addition to taking the minutes at meetings, she is also the publisher and editor
of " The Lake Report", our monthly newsletter. Yes, she is the one who writes
the articles, gets the pictures and puts the newsletter together. Let's stop right
now and give Deb a BIG THANKS for a job well done on the newsletter. It takes
a lot of time to get all of this done and meet a deadline. In addition she is
chairman of the membership committee. Deb writes up the membership letter
and form. Her group stuffs all the letters and gets them in the mail. When the
forms are returned, she logs everything on our master membership form and
updates the changes. Deb is one of the leaders organizing and promoting that
Big Elk should join the TLID. I am sure you can tell I support that.

Diane Tiegs on Big Elk was newly elected to the board in October. Quoting her
from the December newsletter " My passion is to preserve the natural beauty of
our lakes, proactively fight the invasive species, and improve water quality" are
some of the reasons she joined the board. She will be part of the January
mailing team and be active in the Big Elk joining the TLID committee.

Kerri Welch on Briggs is our treasurer. I suppose you think it is an easy job to
take in the money and write checks? Someone has to do the tax returns,
complete forms to be sure we are compliant as a non profit, complete all the
forms with our insurance company to be sure our liability coverage is up to date,
and more of all that accountant stuff. Kerri and Brian are part of the set up and
clean up team for the food booth at Palmer Day.

Brian Welch on Briggs is the other half of our Welch team. He volunteered to
take the lead on our AED ( Automatic External Defibrillator) team. Peter Rengel
installed an AED on his property on Briggs. The BLCA supports the program
and wants to work with Peter to promote awareness.

Brad Kipp on Briggs. What do I do? I write the President's letter for the Lake
Report. I hope each letter is entertaining with a few comments, educating
everyone with whats happening around the lakes, promotes a positive message
from the BLCA and encourages more of you to participate. I love pulling Scott's



vintage boat in the Palmer Day parade behind my Cadillac convertible. In
closing, I remember a management seminar on team building I attended a few
years ago. The take away I got was; Present a clear vision of the objective.
Generate enthusiasm for the plan. And then, "get out of the way" so the team
can do their job. That message has worked well for me over the years.

THANKS ... THANKS ... THANKS .... I can't say it enough to everyone around
the lakes who volunteer their time and energy for the betterment of our
community lakes.

Happy New Year .... Brad

Mark your calendar... For these upcoming meetings

T LID Meeting Monday, 1/4 6:00(1st Monday) 
Healthy Lakes Thursday, 1/7 6:30 (1st Thursday) 
Palmer Township Meeting Monday, 1/11 7:00 (2nd Monday) 
Clear Lake Township Meeting Tuesday, 1/19 7:00 (3rd Tuesday) 
BLCA Board Meeting Saturday, 1/9 8:30 (2nd Saturday) 
Board of Adjustments Thursday, 1/14 5:30 (2nd Thursday)

PLEASE CHECK TO MAKE SURE MEETINGS ARE STILL HAPPENING

PARKING HAS BECOME AN ISSUE AROUND THE LAKES 
HERE IS A REMINDER OF THE PARKING ORDINANCE

A seasonal parking ban will go into effect on November 15th of each year and
shall remain in effect until April 15th of the following year. NO VEHICLE SHALL
BE PARKED IN ANY PORTION OF A STREET OR HIGHWAY

In addition, no person shall park a vehicle in any portion of a street or highway
for a period exceeding 24 hours. After 24 hours, the vehicle may be towed away
and impounded at the owner's expense.



Under no circumstances shall a person park a vehicle in any portion of a street
or highway in such a way as to create a hazard for the traveling pubic or
interfere with maintenance of the right-of-way. The Sherburne County Sheriff's
Department may issue a parking citation and sign a towing order.

ALSO A REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN ON THE STREETS AROUND THE
LAKE. JUST LAST MONTH SOMEONE'S PUPPY WAS HIT AND KILLED
(AND THEY DIDN'T EVEN STOP)

PICTURES FROM LIGHTED CHAIN ON THE LAKES 
THANKS TO TERESA GORSEGNER FOR POSTING THESE PHOTOS ON
FACEBOOK

EACH MONTH WE WILL BIO'S OF A FEW BOARD MEMBERS SO THEY CAN
INTRODUCE THEMSELVES TO YOU



WELL, since no one sent me a bio I will do one for
myself. 
I am Debbie Stacey and I live on the west side of Big
Elk Lake with my husband of 48 years Mike. Mike and
I have two daughters and 7 grandchildren as well as 2
great grandchildren with a third on the way. We retired
here in 2017, moving here from St. Paul and
absolutely love it. We have wonderful neighbors who
are a lot like us. Retired and lazy but all very concerned about the welfare of our
lakes. I look forward to meeting more of my neighbors around the four lakes and
the coffee is always on. Just give me a shout out on email or shoot me a text at
651-226-4069

B.L.C.A. FINANCIALS

Operating funds checking $ 5,641.39 
Money Market Rapid Response $ 106,351.06 
Total BLCA Cash $ 111,992.45

Mark your calendars for the 4th
Annual Ice Day on the Chain

Saturday, February 6th, 2021

Watch facebook for more information
on this popular event.

A big thank you to 
Forest Brothen and his team for doing
this for the 4 lakes
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