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Dear New Hope Participant,
The staff at Vision For Youth is getting excited about the 2020 summer ministry!
As we prepare for the work in the city, we are praying for you and the activities
we will be doing together.
Here is some information that will help you prepare for the summer. There are
instructions, procedures, guidelines, and liability forms, among other stuff that
you will need for this powerful and life-changing trip.
Thanks for considering the New Hope mission’s trip. Continue praying and
working toward the city!
The Lord always has something unusual waiting for us there. I’m confident that it
will be life changing for you and your students!
Please feel free to call or write when you have questions. I’ll try and help as much
as possible.
Blessings!!
Tim Ahlgrim
Executive Director
Vision For Youth, Inc
765-543-3053
tim@visionforyouth.com
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Vision For Youth, Inc.
History & Vision:
Vision For Youth exists to train and encourage youth workers & students for effective global
ministry. It is the burden of VFY to impact the next generation for eternity by ministering to the
adult youth workers who are actively, daily reaching today’s youth - and to help them train
their students to make a growing impact upon their world for Jesus Christ!
Vision For Youth, Inc. began in the summer of 1985 at a meeting of youth workers during
Baptist Bible College’s (now Summit University) Teen Leadership Conference in Clarks Summit,
PA. The original idea was to discover a way to network church youth workers and church youth
groups. From this foundational objective came the first National Youth Ministries Conference
which was held that January in Toledo, Ohio. This multi-day event focused on training and
encouraging youth workers for ministry – and this organization was born. The NYMC is now 33
years old and this annual conference has attracted over 5,000 church youth workers with a
direct impact on more than 500,000 teenagers through their various churches. In July of 2020
the NYMC will be held at Clarks Summit University in Clarks Summit Pennsylvania and will run
simultaneously with the CSU’s 50th annual Teen Leadership Conference.
Over the years, the original planning committee morphed into a board of directors and VFY was
granted 501(c)(3) status as a religious, non-profit, tax-exempt organization. Within a few years,
VFY launched a publishing ministry by producing a magazine to serve as a resource for youth
workers. Several books have also been written by VFY personnel and published by VFY. The
most recent book is “Going on for God” and “Convinced. Applying Biblical Principles to Life's
Choices" by VFY board chairman Mel Walker.
In 1999, VFY began a series of 1-day seminars designed to strengthen youth workers and local
church youth groups across the county. These seminars are hosted by churches and camps who
invite youth workers from their areas to the training sessions.
In the summer of 2000, VFY began a summer youth outreach to American inner-cities, called
New Hope. Church youth groups met together in downtown Chicago for shared ministry and
evangelism in the inner-city. Four years later a similar event was held in Philadelphia and in
2009 VFY is launched out into New York City. The primary goals of the VFY summer programs
are to provide a culturally-relevant outreach that will give students a greater confidence to
share their faith back home, and to help some of the participants to prayerfully consider a
future, full-time ministry back into America’s big cities.
In 2006, VFY took 125 youth workers and students to Berlin, Germany during soccer’s World
Cup and an international aspect to the organization was developed. We have also been to Italy
under banner of VFY International. More and more international opportunities are available
with the growing global youth culture for VFY to provide training and encouragement to youth
workers all around the world.
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In 2009, VFY was granted full-access as an on-campus organization at Eastern Michigan
University in Ypsilanti, Michigan. The campus ministry moved to Northeast Pennsylvania and
reaches young adults. It is our desire that this church-based outreach to college and university
students will provide a model for other churches to reach out to one of this country’s everexpanding mission fields – the university campus.
The open doors for Biblically-sound and culturally-relevant youth ministry are incredible. VFY
now has had several full-time employees and is seeking to grow by taking on additional staff
members as they seek to raise their own financial support through churches, foundations, and
caring friends. Tim Ahlgrim functions as the Executive Director of VFY. Each year Vision For
Youth is considering more publishing projects and more training initiatives to fulfill the grand
mission of the organization. Specific plans include other international trips, more inner-city
missions’ trips, reinvented training conferences and seminars for youth workers, a renewed
emphasis to provide ministry training for students, and the production of other products and
publications to fulfill the mission of Vision For Youth, Inc.
Vision For Youth exists to train and encourage youth workers & students for effective global
ministry. It is the burden of VFY to impact the next generation for eternity by ministering to the
adult youth workers who are actively, daily reaching today’s youth and to help them train their
students to make a growing impact upon their world for Jesus Christ!

New Hope Fact Sheet
If you’ve spent any time at all downtown in most of this country’s largest cities, you will agree
with us that the cities are a large and very needy mission field! That’s why we have made the
commitment to lead short-term youth mission trips into some of America’s large inner cities.
We will participate in inner-city, cross-cultural evangelism, and ministry. Our goal is to serve
alongside of God’s people in the cities, seeing the Lord work in lives, and encouraging students
to hear His call for full time ministry - perhaps in some of the big cities right here in the United
States.
We will concentrate on training and evangelism with an inner-city and cross-cultural emphasis.
More specifically, we will work with Inner City Impact in the Logan Square and Cicero sections
of Chicago. If your group has soccer skills, this is the city to attend. We desire to do a soccer
camp in the city. Creative kids’ ministry, CEF style ministry, and love for children are important
here. Our plan is to gather each morning for corporate prayer and begin each day with a time
of worship and a practical and relevant message from God’s Word. Each day we’ll leave the
hotel as a group and head into our assigned neighborhoods in the cities for our daily outreach
activities – which will be planned and organized by our host missionaries and the VFY staff.
These trips will give your group true cross-cultural experiences without necessarily leaving our
country.
When? All dates are in the summer of 2020. Chicago: June 28-July 4. (Sunday -Saturday)
Philadelphia and New York City are not on the schedule.
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Individual Price for U.S. Trips: $585 per trip: includes lodging, 2 meals per day, banquet with
authentic city food, the evening Bible conference, New Hope T-shirt, multi-cultural training and
outreach opportunities in the cities. Typically, the 2 meals covered by VFY will be lunch and
dinner. In NYC and other cities where breakfast is served in the hotel, the 2 meals will be
breakfast and lunch. Your group is responsible for the 3rd meal of the day.
Lodging: Our groups will be utilizing safe and secure hotels in key areas of each city for our
housing needs and as the base of our ministry operations. In Chicago the O’Hare Four Points by
Sheraton (10249 W Irving Park Road, Schiller Park, IL 60176). The cost for each trip is based on 4
people per room – church groups will be responsible for rooms used based upon 4 people in
each room.
Transportation: Each church is responsible for the transportation of your group – both to and
from the cities and daily travel to and from the ministry sites within the city. If your group is
flying, let us know your schedule and we’ll help you make arrangements from the airport to our
hotel. In NYC, it is highly likely that we will use public transportation/subways. You should plan
on raising an extra $50 for the week if you are coming to New York to purchase the “unlimited”
Metro card. In Chicago, you may purchase a one day public transportation ticket on the day off.
Tourist Day: Each of the cities in which we serve attracts tourists from all around the globe. In
every city, we will allow time for you and your students to be tourists and visit the famous and
interesting aspects of the city. Perhaps you might also like to arrive a day early. You will be
responsible for your meals and transportation on this day. VFY staff will be available to help
with ideas on how to spend the day.
Mobil Phones: Please make your students and parents aware that VFY is not controlled by the
student’s cellular habits and desires of parents. When we are in ministry, the phone should only
be used for photography and even then, not to the extreme. Do not plan on contacting people
from home or others on the trip during the day. Finally, other than for Bible study (if the only
Bible a student has is her phone), during organized meetings cell phones should be out of sight
and mind. Youth workers are welcome to share their number with your students’ parents if
they need to contact their child during the day. At the hotel, students are welcome to use their
phone as needed or in accordance with your youth group/local church policy.
Personnel: Vision For Youth staff members and representatives along with adult youth leaders
from participating churches will supervise the week’s program and activities. They will also
speak in the Bible conference sessions. Missionaries and pastors from the cities will provide
instruction, guidance, and training in culturally relevant and effective ways.
Prayer: Prayer support is one of the most important aspects of New Hope Student Ministry. We
are praying for you specifically. Each day in the city will begin with a time of intensive prayer.
Please recruit a team of prayer warriors back home as well. We’ll endeavor to find ways to send
prayer requests and answers to prayer to your home churches throughout the week we are in
the city.
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Flexibility: The key to ministry success for inner-city ministry is flexibility! We will plan and pray
much. We’ll do whatever we can to communicate the specific details of our time in the city.
However, the most important personal characteristic of effective ministry will be personal
flexibility. Multi-cultural ministry requires daily flexibility. Please share this principle with your
students, youth workers, and parents! Each day in the city will be different. Flexibility is a must.
Factors in the inner city change often. These factors include: the weather, transportation,
health, neighborhood circumstances, and many, many other matters. It will be exciting to see
what God is going to do in and through our lives. We want to be servants with good attitudes.
We want to display a servant’s heart that is willing to do whatever we can to be a blessing. If
that is our attitude (“I’ll do anything”) our week will be a success. God will bless and lead – no
matter what sort of “urban time” changes we encounter.
Evangelistic Principles in the City:
 Make sure that each person knows how to share the Gospel. Work on that with your
students ahead of time. (For instance, this could be the Roman’s Road, the Wordless
Book, Evangelism Explosion, etc.)
 Be careful of terminology. Teach your group to share Biblical truth without using
“Christian” lingo.
 Be careful not to “talk someone into” salvation. Be careful of intimidation or coercive
methods.
 Ask personal questions to children in the city with caution. External items (hair styles,
braids, tattoos, colors, etc.) could be gang signs. Plus, the kids’ family members could be
in gangs, in prison, or their whereabouts unknown.
 Make sure that each person brings a New Testament to use during the week – they should
also be prepared to give away their New Testament to someone they witness to.
 Each person should be prepared to give his or her own testimony in a public setting.
 Each person should also be prepared to teach a simple Bible lesson (with a strong & clear
gospel message) – especially in a VBS-type or children’s Bible club format. Plan on bringing
your own visual aids and other necessary communication materials.
 Sidewalk chalk, face paint, balloon animals, nail polish, wordless book bracelets, tracts,
and copies of the Gospel of John are examples of tools used with success on past trips.
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VFY New Hope Core Values & Key Ingredients:
Vision For Youth’s missions’ trips feature the following characteristics:






Strong local church emphasis – we work with ministries churches in the city and we
work with church youth groups who desire an inner-city outreach experience for their
students.
Our trips provide creative and culturally-relevant means of evangelism in a multiethnic environment. Students must be prepared to share their faith with others.
We offer a unified team approach to ministry. VFY takes church youth groups into an
inner-city setting to work under the leadership of an established local ministry.
Our trips include strong Bible preaching in the form of a daily Bible conference, daily
student-led worship, and life-changing evangelistic experiences.

Financial Information & Deadlines:








Reminder: the total price per person is $585
February 25, 2020 – A deposit of $500 per church is due to Vision For Youth. This
deposit holds space on the team for your church group. (All deposits are applied to the
total amount due.)
May 6, 2020 - $300 per person is due to VFY. This secures housing, T-shirts, and meals
for a specific number of people from your group. This deposit is not refundable. A
complete room list (4 persons per room), along with t-shirt sizes for your group (adults
and students), is due to VFY. (The hotels require this list for room check-in and
registration.) E-mail t-shirt sizes to VFY (tim@visionforyouth.com) by May 7th.
The remainder of cost is due to VFY upon arrival. Each church must bring a church
check with the balance due or must make prior arrangements with VFY.
Please send all checks payable to Vision for Youth, PO Box 501, Chinchilla, PA 18410
(include a note indicating your church name and which city you plan to attend).

Permission / Liability Forms:
Permission & liability forms for each person are required. Make a photocopy of the attached
forms for each person attending New Hope. Each church is required to bring 2 copies of the
signed permission and liability forms for each person. Bring those copies with you when you
arrive on site on Sunday afternoon. (You will keep 1 copy with you, and one copy will be given
to VFY. This way, a copy of the emergency forms will always be available for the participants.)
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 Each person is also responsible for his or her own health insurance.
(Group leaders must bring a photocopy of each person’s health insurance
card.)
 Also, make sure that each group member is healthy enough for daily
participation in all events. We cannot allow individuals to stay back at
the hotel alone during our time in the city!
 Important Reminder: The cost of New Hope is $585 per person – which
is based on 4 people per room. Therefore, if your group has less than 4
people in a specific room – we will need to charge your church at the 4people-per-room rate. If a married youth worker couple prefers to stay
together in their own room, we still will need to charge the 4-people-perroom.
 Chicago participants 18 years old and older will complete a background
check (included). All participants will agree to and sign the Inner City
Impact statement of faith. (Also included).

Basic Guidelines & Rules for New Hope

1. In hotel, guys and girls should not be in rooms of the opposite sex.
2. Always be with someone! (For example, do not ride elevators or be in the hotel halls
alone.)
3. Don’t bring any personal electronic equipment, jewelry, valuable stuff, weapons, or
anything that draws undo attention to yourself into the city.
4. Don’t carry a lot of money in the city.
5. Follow all “in the city rules” as presented during the program.
6. Dress should always be modest.
7. Ladies: do not wear anything that will show your shoulders, backs, or bellies while in
the city.
8. Guys: do not wear any sleeveless shirts or show your shoulders, backs, or bellies in
the city.
9. “Normal” youth group rules.
10. Keep a good testimony everywhere (In the hotel, traveling, etc.).
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VFY New Hope Sample Schedule
(The itinerary is subject to change from city to city)
Sunday:
4-6 PM Arrive and Register
7 PM Orientation Session
9 PM Free time
11 PM In rooms
Monday – Thursday:
8:30 AM Group Prayer at Hotel
9 AM Head to Ministry Locations
10 AM Ministry
12 PM Lunch
1 PM Ministry
5 or 5:30 PM Supper
7-9 PM Bible Conference
11:00 PM In rooms
Friday: *Tourist Day
(Subject to change based on missionary preference.)

*Plan to make your own
schedule for tourist
activities on that day.
You will also be
responsible for your
transportation and food
for that day.

Witnessing Verses (NIV)
(Suggested but not required)

Rom. 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,”
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
Rom. 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
Rom. 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
Prov. 14:12 “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end, it leads to death.”
1Tim. 2:5 “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus,”
VFY 2020 New Hope Handbook
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1Pet. 3:18 “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you
to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,”
Rom. 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.”
Rev. 3:20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”
Rom. 10:9 “That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
John 14:6 “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”
*Please make sure that each participant is prepared and confident to share his or her own faith in a
clear and concise manner as preparation for this trip!

“In your hearts honor Christ the Lord
as holy, always being prepared to
make a defense to anyone who asks
you for a reason for the hope that is in
you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect.”
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VFY NEW HOPE
Missions Trip 2020
Parental Permission Form
Full Name of Participant:
Complete Address:
City:

State:

Grade:

Zip:

Gender:

DOB:

Parents’ E-Mail Address:
MEDICAL:
Is your child allergic to penicillin?

To other medicines? Describe:

Does your child have any other allergies?
Is there any medical information, which you feel we should know?

MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CHURCH GROUP LEADER HAS ALL MEDICINE BEFORE LEAVING!
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Doctor’s Name

Business Phone

Father’s Full Name

Business Phone

Cell Phone

Home Phone

Mother’s Full Name
Cell Phone

Business Phone
Home Phone

Another Emergency Contact – Name
Phone

Relationship

Name of Insurance Provider
Insurance ID Number / Group Number

NOTE: We will be taking photographs of the participants during VFY New Hope which may be used for
VFY promotional purposes. Please give us your permission by initialing on this line: ____________.
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VFY NEW HOPE
Missions Trip 2020
Liability Release Form
In consideration for being accepted by Vision For Youth, Inc. for participation in the New Hope Student Ministry, I
do hereby release, forever discharge and agree to hold harmless Vision For Youth, Inc. and the directors thereof
from any and all liability, claims or demands for personal injury, sickness or death, as well as property damage and
expenses, of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the participant that occur while
said person is participating in the above-described trip or activity including recreation and work activities. The
undersigned further hereby agrees to hold harmless and indemnify said organization, its directors, employees and
agents for any liability sustained by said acts of said participant, including expenses incurred attendant thereto.

Signed this

day of

, 2020

The undersigned further consents to the administration of first-aid and/or doctor’s care, or any other form of
medical treatment necessitated by illness or injury that may require the same. In the event of the necessity of such
care or treatment as heretofore described, the undersigned agrees to hold harmless said organization, its directors,
employees and agents from any acts of malfeasance, and/or failure to act on the part of those chose to administer
medical on behalf of the participant.
When it is deemed necessary for your child’s health, the trip leader reserves the right to have him/her hospitalized or
to use outside medical, surgical or dental aid, in which case all such expenses shall be paid for by the parent /
guardian.

Print Child’s Name
Participant’s Signature
Parent / Legal Guardian’s Signature
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BACKGROUND CHECK
It is a privilege and honor we are given to work with children in the inner city. It is, therefore, our
desire to do the best we can to protect kids and ministry. Vision For Youth, Inc. requires all adults (ages
18 of age and older) to undergo a basic background check before participation in the ‘New Hope Missions
Trips’. (The adult participants should contact their local State Police or Sherriff’s Office for more
information.) A copy of the clearance form must be sent to VFY prior to participation in the event. If you
have previously had a background check to serve in your church or work with children in any way, do not
do this again. Please send us a copy of the results. If you haven’t had a check, use this form. Thank you.
NOTICE/AUTHORIZATION AND RELEASE FOR
THE PROCUREMENT OF AN INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

LAITY
I _________________________________ , herby authorize Vision For Youth Inc., Inner City Impact, Chicago,
Illinois or the ____________________ Church to have the following background check screening reports processed
through the agency contacted by VFY, ICI, or the church and/or its agent or representative for volunteer purposes:
Application Verification, National Criminal Report, Sexual Abuse Registry and County Court Report.
I am aware that this background check is only a screening tool and I may be asked to provide additional information
or my fingerprints to resolve issues discovered during the screening.
I am aware that the background check screening report I consent to have prepared may include information obtained
from a variety of sources, including but not limited to government agencies, and others. I am aware that if I choose, I
may obtain a complete disclosure of the nature and scope of any report prepared about me if I make a written request
to VFY, ICI, or the ______________________________ Church within a reasonable time after I execute this
authorization.
I understand that a photocopy or facsimile of this signed document shall be considered as valid as an original.
PLEASE PRINT
Full Name: _________________________ Social Security No. __________________________
All other names that have been used (ex: Maiden Name) ________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________Date of Birth: ________________
City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________
County: ____________________________ Gender: Female ____Male ____

__________________
DATE

__________________________________________
APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE

By submitting this application: You understand that if the background check identifies a pending adjudication or conviction for any proscribed
offense(s), New Hope volunteer approval by VFY, ICI, or your church will be withheld or revoked. You acknowledge that VFY, ICI, or your
church may withhold, suspend, or revoke a credential if you have ever, as an adult or a juvenile, been convicted, adjudicated or placed on term of
probation or parole for any felony -level crime or offense. You hereby consent to the release by VFY, ICI, or your church of the fact of your
approval or nonapproval by VFY, ICI, or your church. You hereby release the contracted agency, as custodian of such records, and such agency
employees or personnel, both individually and collectively, from any and all liability for damages of whatever kind, which may at any time result
to you, your heirs or assigns, family or associates because of compliance with or release of information pursuant to this authorization, except in
the case of gross negligence. You acknowledge that you have read the foregoing release, understand it and agree to the terms and conditions
therein. (Freechurchforms.com)
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VFY NEW HOPE Missions Trip 2020
Group Reservation List
PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM & SEND TO VFY BY May 7, 2020
CHURCH NAME
LEADER’S CELL PHONE

GROUP LEADER
LEADER’S E-MAIL

______

On the following lines please list the names of all participants, their age, gender, T-shirt size, and
rooming preference list as indicated. Please print!
Room 1 Name
Name
Name
Name

M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____

Room 2 Name
Name
Name
Name

M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____

Room 3 Name
Name
Name
Name

M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____

Room 4 Name
Name
Name
Name

M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____

Room 5 Name
Name
Name
Name

M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
M: ___ F: ___ Age: ___ T-shirt size: _____
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Please make sure every participant reads, understands, and signs the “Statement of Faith”.
Bring the signed last page with you to the week of ministry. Thank you.

ARTICLE 8 – STATEMENT OF FAITH
8.01 – Statement of Faith
(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

(E)

The Holy Scriptures. We believe the Old and New Testament Scriptures are the verbally
and plenarily inspired Word of God. The Scriptures are inerrant, infallible and Godbreathed and are, therefore, the final authority for faith and life. The sixty-six books
contained in the Old and New Testaments are the complete and divine revelation of God
to man. (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21)
The Godhead. We believe in one triune God, eternally existing in three persons – Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit – each co-eternal in being, co-identical in nature, coequal in power
and glory, and having the same attributes and perfections (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; John
14:10, 26; 2 Cor. 13:14)
The Person and Work of Christ.
(1)
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man,
without ceasing to be God, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary, in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful men. (Isa.
7:14; 9:6; Luke 1:35; John 1:1-2, 14; 2 Cor. 5:19-21; Gal. 4:4-5; Phil. 2:5-8)
(2)
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through His
death on the cross as a representative, vicarious, substitutionary sacrifice, and that
our justification is made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead.
(Acts 2:18-36; Rom. 3:24-25; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 2:24; 1 Pet. 1:3-5)
(3)
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to Heaven and is now exalted at
the right hand of God where, as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of
Representative, Intercessor, and Advocate. (Acts 1:9-10; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 9:24;
7:25; 1 John 2:1-2)
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit.
(1)
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment; that He is the Supernatural Agent in regeneration,
baptizing all believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto
the day of redemption. (John 16:8-11; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; 2 Cor. 3:6; Eph.
1:13-14)
(2)
We believe That on the sole condition of personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
men and women are born again by the Holy Spirit: that at the regeneration, all
believers in this age are also indwelt by the Holy Spirit, baptized by the Holy
Spirit into the Body of Christ, and sealed by the Holy Spirit unto the day of
redemption. (Romans 3:24-28; 8:9-11; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:30)
(3)
We believe that He is the divine Teacher who assists believers to understand and
appropriate the Scriptures and that it is the privilege and duty of all the saved to
be filled with the Spirit. (Eph. 1:17-18; 5:18; 1 John 2:20, 27)
(4)
We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowal of spiritual gifts to every
believer. God uniquely uses evangelists, pastors, and teachers to equip believers
in the church to do the work of the ministry. (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28;
Eph. 4:7-12)
The Total Depravity of Man. We believe that man was created in the image and
likeness of God, but that in Adam’s sin the human race fell, inherited a sinful nature, and
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(F)

(G)

(H)

(I)

(J)

(K)

(L)

(M)
(N)

became alienated from God. Man is totally depraved and, of himself, utterly unable to
remedy his lost condition. (Gen. 1:26-27; Rom. 3:22-23; 5:12; 6:23; Eph. 2:1-3; 4:17-19)
Salvation. We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace and
received by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who shed His blood on Calvary for
the forgiveness of our sins. We believe that all sins, except blasphemy of the Holy Spirit,
are forgivable. (Matt. 12:31-32; John 1:12; Eph. 1:7; 2:8-10; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 1 John 1:9)
The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers.
(1)
We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God's power and are
thus secure in Christ forever. (John 6:37-40; 10:27-30; Romans 8:1,38-39; 1
Corinthians 1:4-8; 1 Peter 1-5)
(2)
We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their
salvation through the testimony of God’s Word; which, however, clearly forbids
the use of Christian liberty as an occasion to the flesh. (Rom. 13:13-14; Gal. 5:13;
Titus 2:11-15)
The Church. We believe that the church is the body of Christ, composed of all who are
born again during this age of grace and this church universally is to gather together as
local churches or assemblies after the pattern of New Testament doctrine. (Acts 2:1-47; 1
Corinthians 12:1-31; Ephesians 1:22-23)
Separation. We believe that believers should maintain a godly testimony and live in such
a way that their lives do not bring reproach upon their Savior, who
through His crucifixion made it possible for all to be saved. (Rom. 12:1-2; 14:13; 1 Cor.
6:19-20; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 1 John 2:15-17)
The Second Coming of Christ. We believe in that blessed hope, the personal, imminent
return of Christ, who will rapture His church and will personally and visibly return to
establish His earthly Messianic Kingdom, which was promised to the nation of Israel.
(Dan. 2:31-45; Zech. 14:4-11; 1 Thess.1:10; 4:13-18; Titus 2:13; Rev. 3:10; 19:11-16;
20:1-6)
The Eternal State.
(1)
We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life, and the
unsaved to judgment and everlasting torment. (Matt. 25:46 John 5:28, 29; 11:2526; Rev. 20:5-6, 12-13)
(2)
We believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and
present with the Lord, where in conscious bliss they await the first resurrection,
when spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord.
(Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; 3:21; q Thess. 4:16-17; Rev. 20:4-6)
(3)
We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conscious
punishment and torment until the second resurrection, when with soul and body
reunited, they shall appear at the Great White Throne Judgment, and shall be cast
into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to suffer everlasting conscious
punishment and torment. (Matt. 25:41-46; Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-26; 2 Thess.
1:7-9; Jude 6-7; Rev. 20:11-15)
The Personality of Satan. We believe that Satan is an angel, the author of sin and the
cause of the Fall of Man; that he is the open and declared enemy of God and man; and
that he shall be eternally punished in the Lake of Fire. (Job 1:6-7; Isa. 14:12-17; Matt.
4:2-11; 25:41; Rev. 20:10)
Creation. We believe that the Genesis account of creation is neither allegory nor myth,
but a literal, historical account of God’s creation of the universe. (Gen. 1-2; Ex. 20:11)
Human Sexuality. We believe sex is a gift from God to be enjoyed within the marriage
relationship. “Marriage” has only one legitimate meaning, and that is marriage sanctioned
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by God, which joins one man and one woman in a single, covenantal union, as delineated
by Scripture. God has commanded abstinence from any form of sexual activity outside of
a marriage between one man and one woman. We believe that participation in any
activity related to fornication, pornography, homosexuality, bisexuality, bestiality, incest,
and/or adultery is a sinful perversion of God’s gift of sex. God created human beings
male and female; therefore, we hold the distinction between the two sexes to be sacred.
We believe that God disapproves of and forbids any attempt to change the appearance of
one’s sex by hormones, surgery, or any other means. (Gen. 2:24; Gen 19:5, 13; Gen.
26:8-9; Romans 1:18–32; 7:2; 1 Cor. 5:1, 6:9, 7:10; 1 Thess. 4:1-8; Heb. 13:4)
Family Relationship. We believe that men and women are spiritually equal in position
before God but that God has ordained distinct and separate spiritual functions for men
and women in the home and the church. The husband is to love his wife as Christ loves
the church. The wife is to submit herself to the Scriptural leadership of her husband as the
church submits to the headship of Christ. Children are a heritage from the Lord. Parents
are responsible for teaching their children spiritual and moral values through consistent
lifestyle example and appropriate discipline. (Prov. 19:18; 22:15; 23:13-14; Mk. 10:6-12;
1 Cor. 7:1-16 Eph. 5:21-33; 6:1-4; 1 Pet. 3:1-7)
Abortion. We believe that human life begins at conception and that the unborn child is a
living human being. Abortion constitutes the unjustified, unexcused taking of unborn
human life. Abortion is murder. We reject any teaching that abortions due to rape, incest,
birth defects, gender selection, birth or population control, or the physical or mental
wellbeing of the mother are acceptable. (Job 3:16; Ps. 51:5; 139:14-16; Isa. 44:24; 49:1,
5; Jer. 1:5; 20:15-18; Luke 1:44)
Euthanasia. We believe that the direct taking of an innocent human life is a moral evil,
regardless of the intention. Life is a gift of God and must be respected from conception
until natural death. Thus, we believe that an act or omission which, of itself or by
intention, causes death in order to eliminate suffering constitutes a murder contrary to the
will of God. Discontinuing medical procedures that are extraordinary or disproportionate
to the expected outcome can be a legitimate refusal of over-zealous treatment. (Ex. 20:13,
23:7; Matt. 5:21; Acts 17:28)
Love. We believe that we should demonstrate love for others, not only toward fellow
believers, but also toward those who are not believers, those who oppose us, and those
who engage in sinful actions. We are to deal with those who oppose us graciously, gently,
patiently, and humbly. God forbids the stirring up of strife, the taking of revenge, or the
threat or use of violence as a means of resolving personal conflict or obtaining personal
justice. Although God commands us to abhor sinful actions, we are to love and pray for
any person who engages in such sinful actions. (Lev. 19:18; Matt. 5:44-48; Luke 6:31;
John 13:34-35; Rom. 12:9-10, 17-21; 13:8-10; Phil. 2:2-4; 2 Tim. 2:24-26; Titus 3:2; 1
John 3:17-18)
Missions. We believe that God has given the church a great commission to proclaim the
Gospel to all nations so that there might be a great multitude from every nation, tribe,
ethnic group, and language group who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matt. 28:19-20;
Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48; John 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:20)
Gender Identity. We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person
as male
or female. These two-distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and
nature of God and the rejection of one’s biological gender is a rejection of the image of
God within that person. (Genesis 1:26-27)
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Inner City Impact
STATEMENT OF FAITH ACCEPTANCE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
I have received a copy of INNER CITY IMPACT’S Statement of Faith. I do
understand it is my responsibility to become familiar with and adhere to the
information therein. I agree to be bound by the Statement of Faith and the biblical
positions taken by this ministry on all the issues of doctrine and lifestyle
contained therein, both at and away from Inner City Impact functions.
______________________________
Print Name
_______________________________
Signature
_______________________________
Date
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