state. Jesus was born spotless, He
was born to do God’s will, He was
born to be a servant of man, born
to die, born to take the punishment
for our sin, born to conquer death
(by raising from the grave three
days after He was crucified on
a Roman cross), born to save us
from our sin and the consequences
of that sin. Jesus was born to be
our Savior (Matthew 1:21). This is
shocking love and happened a
little over 2000 years ago.
Will you consider this love? If your
heart can soften to this truth, you
can receive it. The only proper
response to God’s shocking
love is trust and obedience.
God expects us to trust in Jesus
alone as the Savior of our sins,
to repent (turn from) our sinful
ways, and once again follow and
obey the commands of God. He
wants His followers to be baptized
(immersed into water) as a symbol
of our union with Jesus and our
death to sin and new life in Christ
(Acts 2:36-38). God wants us to
love Jesus all our days but He will
not force us. He grants His creation
a choice; to either continue in our
sin and face eternal death, or turn

from our sin and follow His Son
Jesus and receive eternal life.
God promises to help us and be
our strength every step of the way
on this new journey by placing
His Holy Spirit within us (John
14:15-18). Following Jesus is going
to require a cost. It will demand
that we die to ourselves and live
purely for Him (Matthew 16:2426). Jesus wants us to understand
that if we’re unwilling make that
sacrifice and follow Him, then we
must remain in our sins and receive
the due penalty for them – eternity
in Hell.
God loves you. I hope and pray
that this is obvious after reading
these things. None of us should
have the opportunity to come back
to God and be loved once again,
but because of God’s shocking
love and incredible sacrifice, we do.
Will you both receive His love and
love Him all your days? It’s similar
to a marriage covenant, only unlike
human love, God’s love cannot fail
(Romans 8:31-39).
What is your response to God’s
shocking love for you?
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I don’t know if you’re like me,
but I get frustrated when my
possessions don’t perform the way
they should. Imagine owning a cell
phone that, instead of calling and
texting, severely burned your hand
every time you used it. It wouldn’t
take you long to dispose of it
and replace it with a phone that
functions properly. You spent hardearned money on it, and not only
did it fail to perform the purpose
of a phone - it caused you pain!
In some ways, God was in a similar
situation once. The Bible tells us
that He created mankind, uniquely,
in His own image (Genesis 1:26).
This means that at the beginning,
we were fashioned to be similar to
God, to think the way He thinks, to
love the way He loves, to hate the
things He hates, and to be different
than every other form of creation.
However, mankind did something
similar to what the cell phone did
in the above hypothetical scenario.
Our earliest ancestors, Adam
and Eve, decided to do the exact
opposite of what God created
them to do - they sinned (Genesis
3). They chose to listen to the devil
and ate of the forbidden fruit. The

consequence of sin against a holy
God was human mortality and
ultimately, eternal spiritual death.
God gave His people clear
instructions and faithful love,
yet they decided to disobey His
command, actively hurting their
Creator. God had every right
to cast them away and replace
them with a new
creation that
would act the
way He desired…
…but God had
another plan.

enough to fix this item; perhaps it
took the death of one of our loved
ones. Would we fix our favorite
possession at the cost of losing a
loved one? It’s very doubtful.
You see, the cost of redeeming
us from sin and death was the
sacrifice of God’s only Son, Jesus
(Romans 5:6-11). To save us from
eternal death,
someone else
had to die in our
place - someone
whose worth
was sufficient
for the reward of
our redemption.
Jesus is the only
solution and
sacrifice worthy
to accomplish
this (John 14:6).
Jesus is unlike
mankind - He
wasn’t created. He is eternal with
no beginning and no end and has
been God’s Son since eternity past.
Unlike mankind, Jesus has always
done exactly as God desired
(Philippians 2:5-11). There is no one
in existence whom God loves more
than Jesus. Jesus is very precious!

What is your
response to God’s
shocking love
for you?

God decided to
grant tender love
to His broken
people and offer
them forgiveness
and redemption,
restoring them
to the purpose for which He
created them (Ezekiel 36:22-32).
And this is where the story takes
a shocking turn. Would you and I
fix our broken possession if it was
incredibly costly to do so? Would
we spend $10,000 to fix it? How
about $500,000? Perhaps even
all the money in the world wasn’t

Mankind sinned against God
reaping eternal death, the penalty
for sin (Romans 6:23). Since
Adam and Eve’s original sin, every
person born after them has sinned
and inherited their sinful nature
(Romans 5:12). However, instead
of condemning us to everlasting
destruction, God gave up His
precious, only Son.
I told you this is where the story
takes a shocking turn. God in
His infinite wisdom and love,
decided instead to sacrifice His
Son, Jesus, to be killed and bear
the punishment we deserved. He
did this all to restore our broken
relationship with Him (John 3:16).
For this to happen, Jesus had to
be obedient to God’s will and plan,
Fortunately, because of Jesus’
great love for God the Father and
His love of everything God loves
(namely us), Jesus voluntarily
put aside His rights as God’s Son
and left His Heavenly throne to
become an earthly man. Jesus
allowed Himself to be sent to this
earth as an infant, born of a virgin
(Luke 1-2), conceived by God’s
Holy Spirit so that He wouldn’t be
contaminated by mankind’s sinful

