2019 PROGRAM

A CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE FOCUSED ON
COMMUNITY, COLLABORATION, SOLUTIONS & ACTION

SEPTEMBER 25, 2019
Rise Up & Drawdown Michigan is bringing the community together to offer
local solutions and opportunities for engagement on the important subject
of climate change. "Drawdown" is a point in time when greenhouse gases
in the atmosphere peak and begin to decline. Together, we can take the
steps to achieve drawdown and reverse global warming.

# DrawdownMI
WWW.DRAWDOWNMICHIGAN.ORG

$1 of each book
purchase at event goes
toward Drawdown
Michigan initiatives
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3R Environmental Education
3R Environmental Education and its initiative "Citizens Environmental Watch and Action Coalition" (CEWAC)
provide awareness education regarding global environmental issues that affect our local communities.
Education includes steps individuals, organizations and civic entities can take to help mitigate climate change.
3R partners with the local Board of Public Works to improve recycling infrastructure and strategies to reduce
recycling contamination, and less recyclables in our landfill. CEWAC reaches out to local and regional
conservation organizations to support robust environmental initiatives. 3R and CEWAC reach across social,
environmental and political aisles to help create a culture of conservation and Earth Restoration.

AIA Grand Rapids COTE
The AIA Committee on the Environment (COTE®) works to advance, disseminate, and advocate design
practices that integrate built and natural systems and enhance both the design quality and environmental
performance of the built environment. AIA Grand Rapids COTE serves as the community and voice of AIA
Grand Rapids and its members regarding sustainable design. The American Institute of Architects (AIA) is the
voice of the architectural profession, dedicated to serving its members, advancing their value, and improving
the quality of the built environment.

American Society of Adaptation Professionals
The American Society of Adaptation Professionals (ASAP) supports and connects professionals to better
prepare for climate change. ASAP helps members strengthen their professional network, exchange best
practices and practical advice, and accelerate innovation—all leading to a more equitable and effective climate
adaptation practice.

Ann Arbor 2030 District
The Ann Arbor 2030 District is a private/public partnership working to reduce existing building energy
consumption, water use and transportation emissions 50% by 2030. By establishing the economic case for
these reductions, we help property owners increase asset value, reduce operating costs and create a
healthier community.

American Sustainable Business Council
The American Sustainable Business Council (ASBC) is the leading business organization serving the public
policy interests of responsible companies, their customers and other stakeholders. Founded in 2009, its
membership represents over 250,000 businesses in a wide range of industries. ASBC advocates for policy
change and informs business owners, policymakers and the public about the need and opportunities for
building a vibrant, broadly prosperous, sustainable economy.
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BIFMA
BIFMA is the trade association for the commercial furniture industry in North America. We write the safety,
performance and sustainability standards that are looked to globally. The ANSI/BIFMA e3 Furniture
Sustainability standard, and its LEVEL certification program (http://www.levelcertified.org/) includes important
conformance criteria related to clean & renewable energy practices, carbon offsets, climate change mitigation
projects, and other environmental impacts associated with the manufacture of furniture.

City of Grand Rapids
We started our sustainability journey around 2005 with a focus on the environment. As a municipality, it's
important for us to understand how our work impacts entire systems, communities and the environment. For
this reason, we now use sustainability as a way to assess how our policies, plans and programs impact not just
the environment, but also the people and the prosperity of our community.

Citizens Climate Lobby
Citizens Climate Lobby is a nonprofit grassroots advocacy organization empowering people to exercise their
personal talents to bring about meaningful political change for a livable world. In 2018, the bipartisan Energy
Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act/ H.R. 7173, bill was introduced in Congress. CCL fully supports this bill
and is working diligently toward its passage. Economists and climate scientists alike say this is the “best firststep” to preventing the worst impacts of a warming world.

Climate Witness Project
The Climate Witness Project is a campaign of the Office of Social Justice and World Renew designed to walk
with congregations as they learn about the realities of climate change, as they seek to be better stewards of
the resources they have been given, and as they find their voice to speak to their public officials about
common sense climate policy that will benefit the earth, people around the world who are poor and
vulnerable, and future generations.

Comprenew
Comprenew strives to protect businesses, people and the environment from the threat of improperly
disposed electronic devices through best practice technology data management, asset recovery and recycling
services, while fostering job readiness and computer literacy among at-risk populations in our community.
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Detroit 2030 District
The Detroit 2030 District offers Detroit building owners and managers a free program which educates and
provides resources to assist with reducing energy and water usage in commercial buildings, as well as
greenhouse gas emissions from transportation. The Detroit 2030 District has approximately 19 million square
feet committed to the district-wide reduction goals of a 50% reduction by 2030. Members have access to free
educational workshops and networking meeting and small sector best practices groups including houses of
worship, multifamily, small commercial and venue/museums.

Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice
For Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice addressing the root causes and symptoms of climate change
is interwoven in every aspect of our work. Our work around air quality and energy production seeks to lower
dangerous air pollutants created through traditional fossil fuel production and put Detroit and Michigan on a
path towards 100% renewable energy. Our sustainability work looks to inspire climate preparedness across
the state while simultaneously looking to resolve infrastructure issues that exponentially worsen the effects of
extreme weather events, such as flooding.

EcoWorks
EcoWorks offers an array of solutions that engage residents, students, and communities in their pursuit of a
sustainable, low-carbon future. Our work includes: residential energy education, energy management
consulting , youth leadership development, research and advocacy , and Net Zero For All, Starting Today
(F.A.S.T.).

Elevate Energy
We design and implement programs that reduce costs, protect people and the environment, and ensure the
benefits of clean energy use reach those who need them most. We work with everyone we can to help them
reduce their energy costs and improve quality of life from homeowners, renters, and building owners, to
nonprofits, utilities, and municipalities. We build strong connections in the places we work and delivers highquality programs and services that contribute to healthy, thriving communities.

Good for Michigan
Good For Michigan is an initiative that convenes and celebrates companies across the state who are
demonstrating positive, measurable impacts on their communities and the natural environment. Good For’s
holistic approach to sustainability allows the program to serve as a venue for collaboration where issues
pertaining to each bottom line intersect. Through partnerships with regional leaders in environmental
advocacy, social equity and economic development, Good For Michigan provides a wealth of tools and
resources which can be used to facilitate effective triple bottom line frameworks within the business
community.
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Grand Rapids 2030 District
The Grand Rapids 2030 District is a public-private partnership of 15 million square feet committed to creating
high-performing buildings and smart mobility options that drawdown carbon, increase marketability and
profitability for property owners, improve their environmental impact, and strengthen the greater
community's vibrancy.

Grand Valley State University Office of Sustainability Practices
The purpose of the Office of Sustainability Practices is to provide the necessary skills, analytical tools, and
resources to address global, national, regional, and local sustainability issues. We offer courses, programs,
internships, and project activities that promote awareness about sustainable development and how
sustainability best practices can be applied to gain progress against these ongoing issues.

Greater Grand Rapids Bicycle Coalition
The Greater Grand Rapids Bicycle Coalition promotes the benefits of bicycle riding for the sustainability of our
environment, for the vitality of our local economy, and for the health of all.

Green Infrastructure Foundation
The Green Infrastructure Foundation (GIF) partners with communities to shape healthy, resilient and
sustainable places through living green infrastructure. GIF’s programs and activities help overcome barriers
to green infrastructure and promote the positive contributions green infrastructure can make through
regulatory reform, education for policymakers and their constituencies, and provision of technical
knowledge about green infrastructure for contractors and consultants.

GreenHome Institute
GHI mpoweres people to make healthier and more sustainable choices in the places we live.

GreenMichigan.org
We help individuals, businesses, nonprofits and government agencies with their sustainability efforts. Our
work include waste audits, waste reduction consulting, energy reduction and educational workshops. We
aim to make "going green" less overwhelming by giving practical steps and support. We also have an online
database that lists local recyclers, green businesses, green spaces, and tips & tricks.
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Habitat for Humanity of Kent County
For Habitat Kent, sustainability means going beyond the four walls of a home to have an impact on the critical
aspects of a sustainable life—health, affordability, and access. High-Performance Construction: We build to the
highest standards of energy performance to create healthy and sustainable homes. ReStore: At three retail
“ReStore” locations, we divert waste from the landfill and provide financial support to Habitat Kent’s mission by
selling donated, affordable home improvement products to the public. Homes and Neighborhoods: We educate
and empower Habitat Kent homeowners and neighbors to contribute to healthy, thriving neighborhoods.

Hispanic Center of Western Michigan
The work of the Hispanic Center of Western Michigan spans from infant mortality to work in the elder health. All
of our services intersect with food insecurity, sustainability and environment being key aspects of our focus.
Located in the heart of Roosevelt Park, the largest Latinx neighborhood in Grand Rapids, the Hispanic Center is
able to directly serve more than 10,000 individuals annually. Not limited to Grand Rapids, we seek to address
the needs of Latinxs in West Michigan.

International Living Future Institute
The International Living Future Institute (ILFI) is a hub for visionary programs. ILFI offers global strategies for
lasting sustainability, partnering with local communities to create grounded and relevant solutions, including
green building and infrastructure solutions on scales ranging from single room renovations to neighborhoods
or whole cities. ILFI administers the Living Building Challenge, as well as the Living Product Challenge and
Living Community Challenge. In addition, ILFI offers transparency labels through JUST, Declare, and Reveal.
Zero Energy and Zero Carbon certification, and Living Future Accreditation are also available. Additionally, ILFI
is home to Ecotone Publishing, a unique publishing house dedicated to telling the story of the green building
movement’s pioneering thinkers and practitioners.

Lansing Environmental Action Team
We are several hundred concerned citizens in Lansing area who advocate for the City of Lansing to address
climate change. We are supportive of a city commitment to 100% renewable energy as a mandate. The time for
action is now. We can, and must, move Lansing to 100% renewable energy and away from dangerous energy.
Please join us in demanding responsible action from our elected officials.

MI Interfaith Power & Light
Our mission is to inspire and equip people of faith and conscience to exercise stewardship of and love for all
Creation. Michigan IPL views climate change as a moral issue and we aim to mobilize people of faith and
conscience to take bold action.
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Michigan Battle of the Buildings
The Michigan Battle of the Buildings is an awards and recognition program for energy use reduction open to
all Michigan area commercial, industrial & multi-family buildings. The program is a way to encourage energyefficient practices in buildings across the state and to instill a spirit of friendly competition among the area’s
building owners and operators. There is no cost to enter the competition.Over the last 5 years, over 230
million sq ft have saved 137 thousand metric tons of CO2e and kept $14 million in the Michigan economy.

Michigan Climate Action Network (MiCAN)
The Michigan Climate Action Network (MiCAN) is a growing network of diverse groups and people working
together toward a vision where our state and the nation is on a path toward 100% clean energy, and a stable
and just climate. Our mission is to build a more powerful climate movement, make the climate crisis a top
issue in Michigan, and advance ambitious climate policy solutions that match the urgency that science
demands.

Michigan Energy Options
MEO guides communities toward being more sustainable and resilient through the adoption of clean energy,
using creative public-private solutions that emphasize local multipliers, such as affordability, equity and
ownership/control.

Michigan League of Conservation Voters
Michigan LCV will use its power to elect and hold accountable public officials to ensure the right and
environmental and conservation politics are enacted to protect our families'--and future generations'-health, economic well-being, and ability to enjoy the pure beauty of our state.

Michigan Mosiac Energy Cooperative
MMEC strives to be both inspired and inspiring. Our intention is to build new economic systems that enable
and empower our members and communities to benefit from our actions, abundantly and equitably
distributing energy assets in cost-effective manners.

Michigan Saves
Michigan Saves is a nonprofit dedicated to making energy improvements easier for all Michigan energy
consumers. To accomplish this, Michigan Saves operates as a green bank, making affordable financing and
incentives available through grants and partnerships with private sector lenders and energy providers. We
also authorize and monitor a network of contractors and recognize those with advanced training while
providing technical assistance for customers and contractors alike. Our current portfolio includes programs
for residential, commercial, and municipal customers, and supports energy-efficiency, geothermal, and solar
PV projects.
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Mobile GR, City of Grand Rapids
We provide residents, workers, and visitors with 21st Century mobility. We manage a parking system made up of
street parking, ramps, and lots. Parking is only one part of a mobility solution. That’s why we work to broaden
our transportation options. We improve quality of life by getting more people to use active transportation. We
expand people’s options so they can choose to take transit, walk, bike, carpool, or drive alone.

NextEnergy
NextEnergy's work in Smart Grid and Smart Mobility directly intersects with climate change. NextEnergy works
with innovators to accelerate the adoption of emerging technologies and services to create smarter, cleaner,
more accessible solutions for communities and cities. Solutions that will create a better quality of life for all and
a prosperous, sustainable, clean energy future. Based in the center of Detroit’s growing innovation district with
access to a microgrid, smart home, EV charging and alternative fuel platforms, we demonstrate and pilot
technologies in real-world environments to gather data about diverse user-experiences. This process helps us to
quickly scale and deploy solutions by accelerating commercialization in two key areas: Smart Grid and Smart
Mobility.

Sierra Club Michigan Chapter
Sierra Club Michigan Chapter intersects climate change in many ways, including their Beyond Coal Campaign,
where across the U.S. and Michigan we have been working to retire coal plants. The Chapter also working on
clean transportation, clean energy, water & agricultural issues, forest loss and environmental justice. Their
motto is "to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth.

Small Business Association of Michigan
The Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM) is working with Consumers Energy (CE) and DTE Energy (DTE)
to provide enhanced energy services to small business across Michigan via the SBAM Energy Solutions program.
Members can speak with the energy team on any energy-related topic, including account rate overview analysis
and management services, connect with energy efficiency programs, assistance setting up an energy audit, eBill
billing & payment options, customer select due date, and outage & billing alerts.

Sunrise Movement
The Sunrise Movement is directly correlated to climate change. We are a youth-led climate activism
movement who works to ensure climate change is an urgent priority in politics, get corrupt fossil fuel money
out of politics, and to elect leaders that stand for the health and well-being of all people.

Urban Roots
We combat climate change by providing an environment in which nature and humans thrive. Our 3/4 acre farm
provides a habitat for countless pollinators, insects, and birds, as well as a means to sustain a healthy food system
in Southeast Madison. With having natural vegetation incorporated into our garden we provide an ecosystem for
our insect friends while simultaneously providing sustenance for Grand Rapids neighbors as well. With the locality
of our food grown in Madison, food miles are drastically reduced as we source over 1/2 of our community market.
Working in unison with eating, growing, and waste is an essential component of our lifestyle. All organic matter
including the farm's and from 148 residents around the City of Grand Rapids is composted and turned into soil at
our site. And did I mention the compost service is mostly powered by bicycle?
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USGBC Detroit Region
USGBC's mission is to transform the way buildings and communities are designed, built and operated, enabling
an environmentally and socially responsible, healthy, and prosperous environment to improve quality of life.
Through our community networks, LEED professionals, and industry experts, we advance healthier spaces in
which we live, play and work. In the Detroit Region, our local team of volunteers are working to advance our
mission of green buildings for all. Join us!

USGBC West Michigan
Our mission is to transform the way buildings and communities are designed, built and operated, in a way that
improves the quality of life in West Michigan. We do this through advocacy, education, and partnerships through
our programs such as Michigan Battle of the Buildings, Grand Rapids 2030 District, and the Energy Assistance
Program. We link our region with the tools and resources that are needed in order to create a sustainably built
community because where we live, learn, & labor matters.

West Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
The way our organization intersects climate change is by providing educational information to our business
owners, and creating strong partnership with organizations in this area. Our mission is to work with all members
of the community to increase the economic advancement of Hispanic owned businesses and to assist the
professional growth of Hispanic business leaders in West Michigan.

West Michigan Environmental Action Council (WMEAC)
WMEAC focuses on education around water protection and energy use and waste reductions in a framework
designed to make climate mitigation and adaptation relevant and accessible for West Michigan residents.
WMEAC represents over 50 years of West Michigan based environmental advocacy, education and activism.

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum
West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum believes that businesses have a unique opportunity to significantly
reduce the generation of greenhouse gases. We encourage our member organizations to pursue climate
leadership goals such as 100% renewable energy and set science-based targets to work toward mitigation and
developing needs-based solutions. Through forums and working groups, WMSBF works to normalize discussions
of climate change within both businesses and organizations through educational opportunities and the creation
of the West Michigan Climate Resiliency Framework Initiative. We also host the Western Michigan Food Recovery
Council and support the adoption of plant-based menus by businesses and employees. As a boundary
organization, WMSBF is a local resource that aims to examine the intersectionality between identifying climate
impacts, minimizing vulnerabilities, providing climate education, and encouraging collaboration between
businesses, non-profits, government, academia, and community for a more sustainable future.

Thank You
USGBC
TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Detroit Region

USGBC's mission is to transform the way buildings and communities are designed, built and operated, enabling
an environmentally and socially responsible, healthy, and prosperous environment to improve quality of life.
Through our community networks, LEED professionals, and industry experts, we advance healthier spaces in
which we live, play and work. In the Detroit Region, our local team of volunteers are working to advance our
mission of green buildings for all. Join us!

