
ST. PETER’S CHURCH 
121 Church St., Phoenixville, PA 19460 

saintpetersphoenix@gmail.com + www.saintpeterschurch.net 
 

The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost - 8 November 2020 
 
WELCOME to St. Peter’s Church.  We are glad you are here! The clergy and laity welcome all joining us for worship this morning in the Name of Christ. If 
you are new to our parish, please introduce yourself to the clergy and sign our guest book and give us a chance to get to know you. Please join us in the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Come forward to the communion rail, stand or 
kneel to receive the bread in your hand. If you wish to receive only a blessing, cross your hands over your heart and the Priest will bless you.  
 
Mission Statement:  We are an inclusive, forward-looking Episcopal parish that seeks to grow in Christ through worship, education and fellowship, serves 
Christ by ministering to local and global communities and shares Christ in following His command to “Love one another as I have loved you.”  Vision 
Statement:  Our vision at St. Peter’s is to be an inclusive, vibrant Christian community honoring our Episcopal heritage by achieving excellence in worship, 
mission, education and fellowship. 

+ We Gather In God’s Presence + 
[* indicates all standing - + indicates all kneeling - **indicates all sitting] 

[Silence for prayer and preparation] 
 
Prelude     
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

There is one Body and one Spirit; There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; One God and Father of all. 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray. Collect of the Day   O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 

the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he 
is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ We Listen To The Word Of God + 

**First Reading – Wisdom of Solomon 6:1–12-16 
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love her, and is found by those who seek her. She hastens 

to make herself known to those who desire her. One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, for she will be found sitting at the gate. 
To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, because she goes 
about seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously appears to them in their paths, and meets them in every thought. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 78:1-7   
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
3 That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us, * 

we will not hide from their children. 
4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 

and the wonderful works he has done. 
5 He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel, * 

which he commanded them to teach their children; 
6 That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn; * 

that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 
7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 

and not forget the deeds of God, but keep his commandments; 
 
**Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For 
this we declare to you by the Word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those 
who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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*The Gospel – Matthew 25:1-13 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! There will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some 
for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and 
the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 
Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.    
 
Sermon:        Deacon Joe Dietz        [Following the sermon, please observe a few moments of 
silence] 
 

[The candidate who is able to answer for herself is presented by her Sponsors, as follows] 
*Presentation and Examination of the Candidate Brittany Letitia Rapp 
Celebrant  The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
Sponsors  I present Brittany Letitia Rapp to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Celebrant  Do you desire to be baptized? 
Candidate I do.  

[Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidate] 
Celebrant  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
Celebrant  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Candidate I do. 
Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Candidate I do. 
Celebrant  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Candidate I do. 
Celebrant  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
People  We will. 
Celebrant  Let us join with Brittany who is being committed to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?  
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?  
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  
I will, with God’s help.  
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?  
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?  
I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Baptismal Candidate 
 The celebrant says to the congregation: Let us now pray for Brittany who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
Leader  Deliver Brittany, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.    Lord, hear our prayer. 



Open her heart to your grace and truth.    Lord, hear our prayer. 
Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.    Lord, hear our prayer. 
Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.   Lord, hear our prayer. 
Send her into the world in witness to your love.   Lord, hear our prayer. 
Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection  
and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving over the Water 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the 

children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by 
the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through 
it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may 
continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Celebrant Brittany Letitia Rapp I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   

Brittany Letitia Rapp you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the 

forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning 
heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 (The baptismal party walks back to the chancel) 
 
Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized. (From the chancel steps) 
ALL We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 

us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
*The Peace The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly 

host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

+ We Share Holy Communion + 
*The Great Thanksgiving [The people remain standing.] 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.    
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 

hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your 
glory; hosanna in the highest: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
+   Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil  
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
     He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
     On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
     After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
     Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 



     We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
     Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
     All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
     And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
Christ our Passover Alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
+Communion of the People  
 
+Post Communion Prayer   Let us pray. Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
+The Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
*Dismissal 
 
Postlude 
 
 

Virtual Church Social Hour on Sunday, November 15:  YOU ARE INVITED! 
To the extent, it is possible, St. Peter’s is working toward a long-term resumption of the normal church life we all cherish.  Weekly in-

person church service with webcast began in September and we want to get back to the most routine schedule we can manage, while still 
keeping everyone safe.  Since we cannot gather for in-person social hour, you are invited to join others in the congregation for a virtual coffee 
hour from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM on Sunday, November 15.  Come and say hello to your friends, and hear what is going on at St. 
Peter’s.  Hope to see you there for the entire time, or drop in when you can. 

Details for the Zoom Video conference log-in and telephone call-in information to join the social hour will be sent out next week in the 
Thursday email blast on November 12. 
 
Intercessions This Week - Please pray: • For those who are sick, or in any other adversity, especially Joan Grunwell, Vernet Spence-
Brown, Greg Schiele, Deacon Lou Steffenhagen  • For the men and women who are serving in our armed forces. • For those with whom we 
give thanks, especially James Hammaker, Jan Eddowes, Margaret Green and Courtney Logar who celebrate a birthday this week; Peter and 
Elizabeth Fifer who celebrate a wedding anniversary this week. • For all who have died. 
 

People at St. Peter’s 
The Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Daniel G. P. Gutierrez    Rector: The Rev. Fr. Samuel Ndungu:  302-252-8152 kirabisam@gmail.com 
Retired Clergy: The Rev. David Hyatt     
Deacon: The Rev. Joseph Dietz: JoesFrames@Comcast.net; Liaison to Vestry: Fellowship, Adult Forum 
Music Director: Derek Maninfior: dtmaninfior@gmail.com   Parish Secretary: Judith Dougherty: saintpetersphoenix@gmail.com  
Vestry:     Liaison Position:       Contact Information: 
Diane Hope   Senior Warden, New Member Ministry   dhope321@comcast.net  484-924-9630 
Mary Jo Wells   Junior Warden, Children’s Faith Formation, Youth Group mjwells_2000@yhoo.com  610-539-1042 
Frank Rothenberger   Accounting Warden, Stewardship Committee  franklin.rothenberger@gmail.com 484-924-8783 
Lynn Boukalik   Communication, Social Media    Lynn.boukalik@gmail.com  216-570-0330 
Shelly Brennfleck   Mission Committee     sbrennfleck@gmail.com  484-347-1442 
Vernon Feather   Property Committee     vernon@thefeatherfamily.com  610-772-4613 
Leo Guen    Communication, Website, Music   leotguen@gmail.com  718-764-3503 
Todd Jackson   Pantry      tjjusnrc@yahoo.com   610-469-1102 
Victor Jackson   Worship      vxjackson@seic.clom  610-618-6328 
Mona Chylack   Clerk of the Vestry     mchylack@ursinus.edu  610-948-4407  
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