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Saint Peter’s NET 

Jesus said to Peter, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 

Matthew 4:19 

Mission Statement: We are an inclusive, 

forward-looking Episcopal parish that 

seeks to grow in Christ through worship, 

education and fellowship, serves Christ 

by ministering to local and global 

communities and shares Christ in 

following His command to “Love one 

another as I have loved you.”  
 

Vision Statement: Our vision at St. 

Peter’s is to be an inclusive, vibrant 

Christian community honoring our 

Episcopal heritage by achieving 

excellence in worship, mission, 

education and fellowship. 
 

Staff 
Rev. Dr. Koshy Mathews, Rector   

Rev. David Hyatt, Assisting Clergy 

Rev. Joseph Dietz, Deacon 

Rev. Dennis Coleman, Deacon 

Retta Sparano, Liturgical Coordinator 
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Maria Yanez, Sexton 
 

Vestry 
2015 John Magee 

Retta Sparano 

2016 Barbara Endrey 

 Raymond Forester 

Cindy Hammaker 

2017 Vincent Giancaterino 

 Judi Hans 

Julia Sharpe 
 

How to contact St. Peter’s 
Office: 610-933-2195 
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Web site: www.saintpeterschurch.net 
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From the Rector 
 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Peter’s, 
 

The phrase, ‘Time is of the essence” is used quite frequently in our everyday 

conversations; the unique and important role time plays in our lives.  Time is 

cyclical in nature and linear in its movement forward.  When we are healthy, we 

say, ‘time is on our side’ and, when we face a terminal illness or a dead line, we 

say, ‘it is against us.’  Time is the first thing God created, and He measured the 

creation using the measurement of time as day.  These thoughts prompted me to 

ask, ‘how are we living our time here on earth?’  This question is especially 

significant since we truly don’t know how much time we have left to live on this 

side of our lives.  It makes me shudder on Ash Wednesday when, as a priest, I have 

to impose ashes on people’s foreheads and say, “You are dust and to dust you shall 

return.”   
 

In a Wall Street Journal article titled: ‘Science Increasingly Makes the Case for 

God’, sent to me by Mike Logar, the author Eric Metaxas says: “The odds against 

life in the universe are simply astonishing. Yet here we are, not only existing, but 

talking about existing.” If we are the only life form not only existing but also 

talking about existing in this vast universe of billions and billions stars and even 

larger number of planets, then the time we get to spend on our planet earth is so 

special and significant.  
 

How do we treat this great gift of time we are endowed with? I invite all of us to 

join in a time of reflection over the course of Lent, guided by the Brothers of Saint 

John the Evangelist monastic community in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  If you’re 

interested, go to www.SSJE.org/time and subscribe with your e-mail.  You will 

receive an introductory e-mail and videos will be sent to you directly.  Following 

two paragraphs is a description of how we can engage in this interactive reflection. 
 

So much of our stress and anxiety derives from our pollution of time.  God has 

given us the gift of time, and called it holy, yet we often experience time as a curse.  

In a series of short, daily videos over five weeks, the Brothers of SSJE invite us to 

recapture time as a gift.  Join the Brothers as we wrestle with questions of time and 

discover how to experience the joy of the present moment.   
 

Each theme (It’s Time to Stop, Pray, Work, Play and Love) is introduced with a 

video of a Brother priming us for the week’s theme.  The theme is explored in depth 

in six short reflection videos (around 2 minutes each). A compilation video is also 

available each Sunday.  Each reflection video ends with a thought-provoking 

question for you to ponder over the course of the day, and then answer on the 

worksheet, which you can download for free.  
 

As in the past, there will also be other avenues of reflection that you can enter into. 

There will be a weekly study on Forgiveness every Tuesday beginning Feb. 24 for 

five weeks.  There will be community Lenten services every Wednesday during 

Lent, and then Stations of the Cross every Friday at 7 PM beginning on February 

20.   
 

I hope you will find these Lenten resources useful for you to weave together a more 

abundant and meaningful life. 
 

Blessings, Koshy 

 

mailto:saintpetersphoenix@gmail.com
http://www.saintpeterschurch.net/
http://www.ssje.org/time


 2 

Deacon’s Roundtable 
 

“When you pray, go into your inner room, close the 

door, and pray to your Father in secret.  Your 

Father who sees in secret will repay you.”  
(Matthew6:6) 

 

It is my practice every morning to go to my 

special place, read the daily readings, meditate 

on those readings and open my heart to our 

Father in heaven.  This sets my day off on the 

right foot.   
 

I’d like to think of myself as a caterpillar 

humping along in life and then building myself 

a chrysalis to make changes in how I see that 

life.  Now can you imagine a lowly worm 

turning into a beautiful butterfly?  This is what 

happens inside the chrysalis of the monarch 

butterfly.  Scientists don’t know for sure how 

this transition takes place, but within a few 

weeks a caterpillar turns into a completely 

different creature.  Inside the chrysalis the major 

organs and structures of the caterpillar are 

completely dissolved and new ones are formed.  

A new heart!  New lungs! Wings grow out of 

nowhere! 
 

What a wonderful way to describe what happens 

to believing people during the season of Lent.  If 

we really work at it we can enter a chrysalis and 

emerge six weeks later as a reflection of God’s 

beauty and grace. 
 

It’s not magic; it is a combination of God’s 

grace and our effort.  Of course we have no 

control over grace, but we do have a lot of 

control over our efforts.  Here are a few things 

we can do to help us make that transition come 

Easter Sunday. 
 

First, visualize prayerfully what we want to 

become.  What “old organs” do we need to let 

go of?  What kind of wings are we looking for? 
 

Second, find a chrysalis.  Don’t do this by 

isolating yourself, but set aside a regular time 

each day to meditate on a scripture reading.  

Forward Day by Day or another daily 

devotional is a good start.  Talk to the Lord, but 

also remember to listen.  Use a journal to record 

your thoughts and what the Lord is trying to tell 

you. 
 

Third, meditate on the Stations of the Cross.  

Follow our Blessed Lord on the way to 

crucifixion and death; for it is through this series 

of events that Jesus comes forth in new life as 

the risen Christ. 
 

Finally, start living that new life.  Rearrange 

your priorities as if you were already that 

beautiful butterfly.  Make yourself available to 

God’s grace through prayer and you will find 

yourself changing. 
 

I wish you all a blessed and prayerful Lent. 
 

In Christ’s Love,  
 

Deacon Joe 

 

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

 

 

A Word From Deacon II 
 

I was excited to see the movie Selma. In fact, 

Joni and I saw it the day it was released. If you 

are unaware, this is the story of Selma, Alabama 

in the spring of 1965. The Civil Rights act of 

1964 was being ignored, as many continued to 

create roadblocks for voting registration for 

minorities.  
 

After the March from Selma to Montgomery, 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed. All 

citizens were now cleared to register and vote 

without restriction. For old fogeys like myself 

that lived through this time, it became a point of 

celebration. It was a mark of equality and 

dignity. It was a result. 
 

The movie was a fair representation of troubled 

times. It was emotionally presented, and one 

could not help but feel both shame and joy. 

Upon leaving the movie theater, I felt some 

pride on how far we have come. This pride was 
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short lived, as I reflected on how far we truly 

have come, which isn't very far at all.  
 

I praise the young generation of people that 

have seemingly left the black/white American 

issues behind. However, many people in our 

world continue to suffer and are treated unfairly, 

simply because we make decisions based on the 

beliefs and actions that not everyone should 

have what I have.  
 

To me, that’s it in a nutshell. We won’t freely 

give away what we want for ourselves. If we 

did, education would be financially available to 

all. We would see to it that the other eight 

million people had clean water. Human 

trafficking would end in a moment, if we saw all 

children as equal to our own. If we all checked 

our closets, no one would be in need of a warm 

coat. We wouldn't be color-blind, but we could 

be color-indifferent.  
 

Am I idealistic? Yep. But isn't it our ideals that 

lift us up? Isn't it the ideal of love without 

judgment that Jesus calls us to? To love 

unceasingly, including loving those that do not 

love us? 
 

When I think about it now, I wonder why people 

at any time or place should have to risk their 

neck on a fifty-four mile march to get what 

others already have? 
 

I write this on the birthday of Martin Luther 

King, Jr. By his own words, he was a dreamer. 

Maybe I have missed the point for too long. 

Perhaps I should be busy dreaming about the 

world that Jesus calls us to create for others. 

Can I dare to dream that His kingdom and His 

will might be one day be done “on earth as it is 

in heaven.”  
 

Yours in Christ the Servant, 
 

Deacon Dennis 

 

 

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

February 8 

One Service Only 

 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Please plan to attend our Annual Parish Meeting 

on Sunday, February 8. There will be one 

service that day at 10:00 AM. Fr. Koshy will 

deliver his Rector’s report from the pulpit and 

other significant reports will be given verbally 

during the service. The vestry will be available 

for questions during coffee hour which follows 

the meeting.  

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

 

A Heartfelt Thank You 
 

Dear People of St. Peter’s Church, 
 

As one who loves words, the apt phrase, the 

insightful idea, I am utterly at a loss to find 

adequate words and ways to say “thank you.”  I 

know this NET article will probably not reach 

everyone I want to thank.  The inability to say 

thanks adequately, becomes another metaphor  

of how life works.  Each of us is a recipient of 

so many gifts and graces from others daily that 

we tend to take them for granted.  The fabric of 

our lives is knit together and sustained by the 

kindnesses, work and generosity of others that 

we often do not even glimpse. I am in that 

position as I attempt to say thank you to so 

many for so much! 
 

Beyond the amazing swiftness of 50 years in 

priesthood is the absolutely amazing response of 

this parish to this event.  I find it extremely 

difficult for me to understand the breadth and 

depth of the response that so many gave to this 

event. 
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The breadth of that response is seen in several 

ways.  Many people from St. Peter’s and former 

parishes came to worship on December 7, 2014, 

the day the parish focused on those 50 years.  

Many persons remarked about the display of 

pictures and memorabilia that portrayed and 

symbolized some of the important events of the 

ordination event and subsequent years.  The 

breadth of response by parishes past and present 

was very affirming for me. 
 

The depth of response by the parish and others 

was equally overwhelming!  I was humbled and 

am very grateful for the monetary gift that I 

received during worship, from our Senior 

Warden, Retta Sparano.  It continues to leave 

me and my family overwhelmed by this level of 

generosity shown to me as a retired priest.  The 

warm comments of support for my homily, 

parish involvement and past work in the parish 

continue to feed my spirit and nourish me in 

deep ways. 
 

The augmented coffee hour after church was 

simply splendid and beautifully presented.  Such 

an occasion once again reveals the amazing core 

of dedicated, caring people who make up St. 

Peter’s Church.  
 

I sincerely hope you can look beyond these 

words and sense what my mind and heart are 

wanting to express to each of you who give so 

much of yourselves to others.  You make 

“church” real for me and for so many others.  

God bless you as you are a blessing to others 

and to me. 
 

With deep gratitude, 
 

Fr. David 

 

 
 

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

 

Stewardship 

 
The current St. Peter’s Stewardship Committee 

was formed in the summer of 2011, consisting 

of Iris Blanche, Susan Madden-Cox, Diane 

Hope, Erik Paulson, and Don Hans. During 

2012, Erik Paulson was replaced by Eric 

Sharpe. Earlier in 2013, Dave Brennfleck joined 

our merry band, increasing membership to six, 

but shortly thereafter Susan left the committee. 

In January 2015, Iris will be retiring from the 

committee, and Sarah Williams will be joining. 

As Diane and Don approach their 5
th

 year on the 

Committee, it is time to begin a further 

transition of new committee members to join the 

group. 
 

Although some of the following information is 

dated, I believe it provides perspective of the 

Committee’s activities during the balance of the 

year when we aren’t conducting the in-gathering 

campaign. During our formation in 2011, we 

quickly agreed upon two items - first, that we 

would not elect a chairperson since we were all 

committed to meeting our assigned tasks (still 

working extremely well but sometimes under 

pressure to elect a chair), and secondly, once the 

in-gathering campaign was completed, we 

would focus on the Time and Talent 

components of Stewardship. We completed our 

adopted theme of Grace, Generosity, and 

Gratitude campaign in 2012. In 2013, Fr. Hyatt 

compiled a survey that accumulated the 

activities that parishioners are involved in, and 

we shared that information throughout the year. 

There still continues to be so much that goes on 

behind the scenes; like the daily luncheons 

during the week and now a Monday evening 

pantry. 
 

Our primary objective in 2014 was to work with 

the New Member Ministry Committee to 

develop a communication piece to educate our 

newcomers on the importance of financial 

pledging to St. Peter’s. This information has 

become a part of the package already provided 

to all new members. We will continue to find 

ways to educate all parishioners about the 
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importance of pledging so St. Peter’s can 

support all of its missions. 
 

We had a successful 2015 In-Gathering 

campaign, with the number of pledges 

increasing by 4 to 70. Monies pledged increased 

by $12,678. Total pledges received in 2015 

were $231,926 vs. $219,248 in 2013. Of the 70 

pledges received for 2015, 22 remained the 

same, 11 decreased totaling $6,780, 23 

increased totaling $10,044, and 13 new pledges 

totaled $20,540. The number of new pledges is 

certainly encouraging! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Iris Blanche, Sarah Williams, Diane 

Hope, Eric Sharpe, Dave Brennfleck, 

and Don Hans 

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

 

St. Peter’s Food Pantry 
Deacon Joe Dietz 

 

Thanks to all of you who have stepped up to 

volunteer to help as we have begun a successful 

Monday night extension of the Saturday pantry.  

The Phoenixville United Methodist Church 

serves a hot meal at 5:00 for those who wish to 

partake and then stay for the pantry which opens 

at 6:00.  Some of the people come just for the 

meal, which may be the only hot meal they get 

that day.  On our inauguration day on January 3 

we had ten clients come to the pantry of which 

three were brand new.  The second Monday 

pantry on January 19 saw twelve folks come 

which included three new clients.  The other 

participants on both dates were people that 

usually came on Saturday but find it more 

convenient to come on Monday evening because 

of their work schedules or other circumstances 

that kept them away on Saturday. 
 

A number of outside organizations have offered 

to conduct quarterly food drives for us which 

helps to keep the pantry updated with fresh 

items.  We also have been purchasing fresh fruit 

and vegetables to have available for our clients 

so they can make more nutritious meals for 

themselves and their families.   During the 

summer months most of these fresh fruits and 

vegetables are obtained from the Chester 

County Gleaning Program. 
 

Thank you for your prayerful, financial and 

volunteer support as we strive to provide food 

for those who are experiencing hard times in 

their lives. Also, we offer a special thank you to 

all of you who have provided us with re-useable 

grocery bags for our clients to take their 

groceries home, and ask that you “keep them 

coming”. 

 

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

 

 

COME. . . .  

 

 
 

My friend, you’ll find a welcome here. 
 

So pause a while to meditate. 
 

Here bring the burdens of your mind, with 

all the pains of your heart you bear. 
 

Just bring them here, and  

take instead the Way of Christ: 

the peace it brings,  

the love it shares,  

the service it inspires;  

will be to you the Way, the Truth, and the 

Abundant Life. 

 
A quote from the First Christian Church of Sebring, Florida 
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Who’s Who 

 

Financial Update January through December 2014 
from Frank Rothenberger, Treasurer 

 

 
 
 

The financial position of St. Peter’s for 2014 is outlined below. 

 

 Income 

o St. Peter’s received about $3K over the budgeted open plate donations of $20K.  This help 

offset a $4K shortfall in pledges received. 

o Total operating income was $267K which is about $3K short of the budgeted operating 

income for 2014 primarily because of the shortfall in pledges received.  Operating income 

excluded special donations of $12K and pass through income of $65K. 

o Total income was $344K in 2014. 

 Expense 

o Total operating expenses were under budget by about $2K at $263K.  Overall, expenses 

were sufficiently close to the budgeted amount for the full year.    

o Total expenses, including pass through expenses of $59K and $10K in special donations, 

were $332K for the year. 

 St. Peter’s had an operating surplus of $4K in 2014 and overall had a surplus of $13K, including 

pass through items, other income and special donations. 

 

Despite the shortfall in pledges, St. Peter’s collected sufficient donations to cover all of its operating 

expenses for the year because of expenses under budget for the year and open plate donations 

received in excess of the budget. 

 

Additional detail on income and expenses is available upon request. 

 

Account Balances (as of 12/31/14): 

 Checking: $4,939 

 Savings: $36,450 

 Certificates of Deposit: $11,550 

 Youth Group: $906 

 Pantry/Outreach: $25,418 

 Mission: $1,276 

 Building Maintenance: $11,020 

 Concert Series: $2,513 

 

St. Peter’s was able to end 2014 financially stable and we look forward to another good year in 2015.   

 

Your generous support of St. Peter’s mission work and operating expenses is appreciated. 
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Who’s Who 

 
 

Dan,Terri, Danny and Bryn Coleman 
 
The Coleman’s, Dan, Terri, Danny, and Bryn, 

have been members of Saint Peter’s as a family 

since 2012. Dan, Sr. was raised in the church, 

and was baptized there in 1978. Dan is the son 

of Deacon Dennis Coleman. Dan enjoys his 

career as a machinist and works in Exton, Pa. 

Terri stays at home raising Danny, age 3, and 

Bryn, age 1. Terri enjoys spending the summers 

helping at the free lunch program at Saint 

Peter’s. Danny enjoys Godly Play and 

socializing with his friends at church on 

Sundays. Bryn enjoys playing with the kids her 

age at church on Sundays too. The Colemans 

live in Boyertown, Pa. 

 

 

§ § § § § 

  

 

El Salvador Mission 
Cindy Hammaker 

 

The Mission Committee continues to meet 

monthly with next meeting slated for February 

12th at 7PM.  The committee is focused on 

recruiting missioners for the July 11-18th, 2015 

mission with Cristosal's School of Global 

Engagement.  The subject of focus this year will 

be on the immigration and human trafficking 

crisis.   

 

The Dollar a Day Campaign will happen again 

this year during the 50 days of Lent.  This is a 

way of directing our spiritual energies during 

Lent, as we reflect every day on how millions of 

people around the world try to survive on just 

one dollar a day.  Think of what impact giving 

up just that $1 would be; whether it means not 

buying that coffee or donut, etc. and instead 

giving that $1 for a meaningful cause.  The 

Dollar a Day envelope will be available in the 

Narthex by February 22nd.  Then the donations 

will be collected on April 12
th

, with proceeds 

defraying the travel costs to missioners.  Thank 

you in advance for your thoughtfulness and 

support of this effort! 
 

If you are interested in participating in the 2015 

mission or have any questions regarding the 

mission with Cristosal, please contact Cindy 

Hammaker at chammaker1@gmail.com.  It is 

always wonderful to have several youth 

participate in this mission as the experience is 

especially impactful for them, the group for 

2015 is forming now.  Anyone interested in 

participating or supporting the mission is 

encouraged to attend the meetings.  You can 

also learn more of our mission with Cristosal by 

going to www.Cristosal.org 

 

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

 

Property Committee / Men’s Group 

 
The Property Committee is dedicated to 

maintaining the physical appearance and 

condition of the Church, to support the various 

missions of the Church, and to make us all feel 

good about calling St. Peter’s Church our 

spiritual home.  Our routine work includes 

cutting the grass and maintaining the general 

appearance of the church exterior during 

warmer months, and keeping the elements at 

mailto:chammaker1@gmail.com
http://www.cristosal.org/
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bay both inside and outside the church as well 

as general upkeep and maintenance of the inside 

of the Church all year round. 
 

Below is a list of the primary work activities 

that the Property Committee has recently 

completed: 

• Coordination with Fr. Koshy and the various 

church outreach ministries on the use of Jim 

King to address the results of any snow or ice 

storms at the church.  Gary Russell and I will be 

the primary contacts for Jim and so when you 

are at the church following a storm please let me 

know if the church has not been cleared.  There 

are orange Homer buckets of calcium chloride 

(for new concrete) or rock salt (for old concrete) 

near the doorways for spot use on ice and snow 

by parishioners and outside ministries.  Keep an 

eye out for slippery spots and make use of these 

materials as necessary. 

• The heating system has been operating pretty 

well (knock on wood) with only a few glitches 

in steam getting to a few radiators (stuck air 

vents).  These issues are being addressed as they 

arise and so please let me know if you arrive at 

the church and an area of the church does not 

have heat that should. 

• Lastly, on Friday January 23 H&H Systems 

was at the church to provide annual re-

certification of the church's 26 fire 

extinguishers. 
 

The Property Committee continues to be 

interested in assisting our parishioners on small 

projects they either do not have the experience 

to do themselves or cannot afford to hire 

someone to do the work.  Please contact Mark 

Hammaker (markhammaker@gmail.com) or Fr. 

Koshy if you have a project that you need 

assistance with. 

 

The Men’s Group portion of the group 

continues with beer brewing which is headed by 

our Brew Master Dave Brennfleck.  Rumor has 

it that Dave has a new batch of beer in the 

works which I know those showing up at our 

meetings really enjoy taste testing when he is 

done. 
 

The Property Committee meets the first Monday 

of each month – the next meeting being on 

Monday, February 2
nd

 (2015) at 7PM at St. 

Peter’s.  Please feel free to join us, have a beer, 

and plan to talk property (mostly) issues.  Thank 

you, Mark Hammaker 

(markhammaker1@gmail.com) / Ray Foerster 

(Foerster4@comcast.net). 

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

 

2015 Vestry Candidates 
 

Frank Rothenberger 

I was born in Lancaster County and grew up in a 

small town, Lititz, Pennsylvania.  I have an 

older brother and younger sister.  My family 

attended Otterbein United Methodist Church in 

the city of Lancaster.  After graduating from 

Warwick High School, I attended Ursinus 

College where I graduated with dual majors in 

Business & Economics and German.  My 

education at Ursinus included studying abroad 

in Heidelberg, Germany for a semester. 
 

My professional career started the summer of 

2008 after college graduation.  I was hired by 

CNA Insurance as a Commercial Property 

Claims Adjuster and worked out of the 

company’s office in downtown Reading.  After 

spending almost 4 years with CNA, I was hired 

by Phoenixville Federal Bank & Trust as a 

Junior Credit Analyst in May, 2012.  I continue 

to work at the bank as a Senior Credit 

Underwriter which involves underwriting 

commercial loans. 
 

My wife and I met at Ursinus College and have 

been married 4 years.  We have a one-year old 

daughter Charlotte.  We lived in Pottstown after 

college and moved to Phoenixville after we 

were married.  We recently sold our first house 

in the borough of Phoenixville and are settling 

in at our new house in East Pikeland Township.  

We enjoy spending time with our 2 yellow 

Labrador Retrievers, Charlie and Hurley. 
 

mailto:markhammaker@gmail.com
mailto:markhammaker1@gmail.com
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I assumed the role as Treasurer for St. Peter’s in 

September 2014 and look forward to continued 

involvement in the parish as a vestry member. 

 

Retta Sparano 

The older I get, the faster time flies by.  It seems 

like just yesterday I started a 3-year term on the 

vestry that will be finished at the annual meeting 

on February 8
th

.  I have served as Accounting 

Warden for the full term, and this last year as 

Senior Warden, liaison to the Stewardship 

Committee, music program and chair the 

Worship Committee, as well as coordinating 

Sunday fellowship, and enjoy being a member 

of the choir.  One of my goals has been to build 

a strong vestry that works well together, enjoys 

a collaborative relationship, and strives to 

continually work on the vision and mission of 

the parish.     
 

For those of you who do not know me well, my 

working years have been in banking, medical 

and dental offices, and currently am office 

manager at Phoenix Mobile Homes, Inc.  My 

history with St. Peter’s goes back to 1950 when 

my family and I moved from Philadelphia to the 

rectory next door.  My father, Philip Fifer, 

served as rector of St. Peter’s from 1950 to 

1974.  Didn’t I say time flies by fast? 
 

St. Peter’s is a thriving parish that is making a 

difference in the lives of so many of our 

neighbors in Phoenixville and surrounding 

communities, and across the border in El 

Salvador working with Cristosal.  I am 

personally challenged and energized by serving 

my parish, and would like to continue as a 

vestry member. 

 

Jan Wier 

I came to St. Peter’s in 1989 before our first 

child was born.  Both of our sons, Matt and 

Ryan, were baptized here at St. Peter’s.  Over 

the years, I’ve worn many hats at St. Peter’s.  

The first volunteer opportunity I became 

involved with was Sunday School teaching.  I 

did that for about ten years, took a break, and 

now I’m back with our Godly Play program, 

and absolutely love it. 
 

Other St. Peter’s ministries I’m currently 

involved in are Worship Committee, Family 

Service Coordinator, Lector, and Meals for St. 

Mary’s.  Over the years I’ve served another 

term on vestry, was on a count team for ten or 

so years, Food Pantry volunteer, Stewardship 

Committee, and volunteered for various fund 

raisers. 
 

Outside of St. Peter’s, I work as an interior 

decorator for Calico in Strafford.  I’m also an 

eleven year volunteer at the Chester County 

SPCA where I work with dogs that are up for 

adoption.  My husband, Patrick, and I are fairly 

new empty nesters and live in Phoenixville, near 

Kimberton. 

 

Courtenay Williams 

My name is Courtenay Williams and I am from 

Bethlehem, PA.  I was raised as a Baptist in 

Bethlehem, and I attended and was baptized at 

St. Paul’s Baptist Church.  I was raised by 

Elmer and Antonia Williams who have been 

married fifty one years.  My father has been a 

trustee of St. Paul’s for over thirty years.  My 

mother has been a member of the Women’s 

Group and the Flower Club for over thirty years 

as well.  I am the third child of my four siblings. 

Darryl Williams (47) of Monterrey, CA, 

JanNean Williams (44) of Columbia, MD, and 

Simone Williams (35) of Bethlehem PA.  My 

brother is a graduate of Carnegie-Mellon and is 

a retired Principal Engineer.  My older sister 

works as an Animal Scientist at the Children's 

Hospital of Washington DC.  My younger sister 

is Autistic and lives at home with my parents. 
 

My youth consisted of sports and at that time an 

unknown warmth of family.  I attended 

Bethlehem Catholic High School, in which I 

excelled in football, baseball, and tennis.  

During my time in Bethlehem I was involved 

with the Lehigh Valley Special Olympics.  My 

sister Simone is heavily involved in Special 

Olympics which drew me to being a volunteer.  

When I graduated from HS in 1993, I accepted a 

football scholarship to West Chester 

University.  While at West Chester I received a 

BS in Elementary Education while being a four 

year starter on the football team.  After 
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graduating college in 1998 I was a long term 

fourth and fifth grade substitute teacher at 

Hillindale Elementary school.  While I was 

teaching I coached football at Unionville HS for 

two years. 
 

During the IT boom of the early 2000s, I 

starting working in telecommunications for 

Fujitsu Inc.  At Fujitsu, I was an IT Trainer and 

I taught a three week level one, two, and three 

telecommunications course. Understanding the 

times of change, I focused on getting into the 

the networking aspect of IT.  I worked for 

Comcast for eleven years as Network Engineer 

which I really gained a vast knowledge base of 

Network Engineering.  I left Comcast in 2011 

for the opportunity to be the Sr. Network 

Engineer at Haverford College, which is where I 

am at this point in my life. 
 

I met my wife, Sarah William,s in 2002 and we 

were married in 2004 in Oak Bluffs, MA.  We 

were blessed with our son, Deacon Shell 

Williams in June 2007 and with our daughter 

Madeleine Tilden Williams in June 2011.  Our 

children are truly a blessing to me and having 

them instantly changed the way I looked at life.  

Currently I coach Deacon in football and I am in 

the process of spear heading a new youth 

football team called the Phuture Phantoms.  I 

am the president of this new team in 

Phoenixville and I am so excited for what is to 

come in the future.  My goal is to bring the 

community Phoenixville together through youth 

sports in a way they have not seen before.   One 

of my passion is coaching and working with 

kids, I guess that is from the missing piece of 

my life from leaving the teaching field.  Outside 

of coaching, I am an avid golfer, and I have 

been doing MMA training for the past four 

years. 
 

I think I would be a good fit for the Vestry for 

multiple reasons.  I love what St. Peter’s has 

offered me and my family, and how you repay 

what someone has offered to you is the exact 

same way you pay that forward.  Openness, 

dedication, hard work, honesty, and loyalty are 

the characteristics that I try to live my life after.   
 

I look forward to having the opportunity of 

being part of the Vestry and also getting to 

know and work with the St. Peter’s 

congregation. 

 

 

§ § § § § 

 

 

February Celebrations 

 

Birthdays 

 
[2] Ron Druckenmiller 

[3] Jake Vargo 

[4] Brittany Rennie 

[5] Owen Szerenyi 

[6] Trey Warkala 

[7] Naomi Grunwell, Jonie Coleman 

[8] Lynn Fraker Warren Campbell 

[9] Lisa Brock 

[10] Zack Martin 

[12] Mariel Weiss 

[14] Caitlin Rothenerger 

[15] Robert Birkbeck 

[16] David Hyatt, Averlyn Browne 

[17] Bill Sullens 

[18] Jan Wier 

[19] Ryan Wier, Michael Paster 

[20] Mike Logar 

[21] Susan Krzemienski 

[22] Eric Quaintance 

[27] Gabriel Kostelny 

 

Anniversary 

 
[14] James and Penny McClimon 
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Worship Service Participants  
 

February – 2015 
 

Acolytes 
1 Brandon Rennie 

Katie Parker, Colin Parker 

8   Thomas Hammaker 

James Hammaker, Sydney Alling 

15  Libby Andrews  

Megan Magee, Sean Magee 

18 7:30  Vernet Spence-Brown 

Thomas Hammaker, James Hammaker 

22 Vernet Spence-Brown 

Cartier Bengochea, Cayenne Bengochea 

 

 

Greeters - 8:00 am 
1 Jack Susskind  

8 ONE SERVICE ONLY at 10:00 a.m. 
15  Glenn Murray 

22  Joan Grunwell 

 

 

Greeters – 10:00 am 
1 Mary Tackett, Lady Rennie 

8   Kim Thornton, Vernet Spence-Brown 

15   Cindy Giancaterino, Marva Young 

18 7:30  Judi Hans 

23  Penny McClimon, Anne Andrews 

 

 

Lectors - 8:00 am 
1 Henry Young 

 Lisa Scott chalicist 

8 ONE SERVICE ONLY at 10:00 a.m. 
15 Todd Jackson 

22  Ron Gaugler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectors – 10:00 am 
1 Brittany Alling, John Burkhardt 

Retta Sparano intercessor 
Beverly Burkhardt, Joyce Paster chalicists 

8  No Lectors – only Gospel read 

Sarah Ohanesian intercessor 

Joanne Arnold chalicist 

15  Phoebe Foerster, Alex Kiernan 

Katie Druckenmiller intercessor 

Vernet Spence-Brown chalicist 

18 7:30 Susan Mathews, Curt Quaintance 

Carol Russell intercessor 

Beverly Burkhardt chalicist 

22  Joanne Arnold, Trevor Hall 

Zack Martin intercessor 

Carol Russell chalicist 

 

 

Ushers 
1 Clem Young, Sam Smith 

8   Vincen Giancaterino, Robert Parker 

15   Curt, Quaintance, Carl Rennie  

22  Bruce Alling, Jim Tackett 

 

 
§ § § § § 

 

TAKE TIME TO. . . .  
 

to Think: it is the source of power 
 

to Play: it is the secret of perpetual youth 
 

to Read: it is the fountain of wisdom 
 

to Pray: it is the greatest power on earth 
 

to Love and Be Loved: it is a God-given 

privilege 
 

to be Friendly: it is the road to happiness 
Author Unknown 

 


