
Crowmarsh Gifford Church of England 

Primary and Preschool 

Newsletter  

Thursday 7th April 2022 

_______________________________________________ 

Dates for your diary 

Apr 25th – Bank Holiday – school closed to student 

Tues 26 April – First day back after Easter Holiday 

Mon 2 May – Bank Holiday – school closed to student 

Friday 6 May – Drop & Stay Coffee Morning 

Friday 27 May – PTA Film Night 

Friday 8 July – Sports Day 

 

 

Covid – 19 update - If a child or young person has a 

positive COVID-19 test result they should try to stay at 

home and where possible avoid contact with other 

people for 3 days after the day, they took the test. 

The risk of passing the infection on to others is much 

lower after 3 days if they feel well and do not have a 

high temperature. 

 

Sickness & Diarrhoea – if your child has an episode of 

either, we require them to be absent from school for 

48hrs. This reduces the opportunity for the bug to be 

transmitted.  

Pre-School and Oxford University  

In partnership with researchers at the University 

of Oxford, Pre – School have been taking part in 

the One Project. This is a study investigating how 

to improve young children’s maths ability and 

executive function through enhanced new maths 

activities.  Executive functions are a set of mental 

skills that we use to control our behaviour, focus 

on tasks, and remember information. 

The aim of the One Project is to add extra 

challenge into our maths activities so that children 

develop both their executive function and maths 

skills in a fun way. 

The children and their teachers are enjoying 

playing some new games and challenging 

ourselves along the way! 

 What have we been up to???? 

In Pre – School, the children have been setting 
themselves tricky physical challenges – including 
pedalling a trike, balancing along the wall 
independently and learning to hop and skip to play 
hopscotch.  
They have demonstrated great focus, determination, 
and the ability to keep on trying even when things get 
tricky. We are all so very proud of them!” 
 
Class 2’s Purple Learning in P.E.  In Class 2 the children 

have been showing how they demonstrate Purple 

Learning in lots of different subjects. One of the things 

we often talk about is ‘perseverance’, and how the 

children can show this in their learning. If someone 

says they can’t do something, we simply say ‘You can’t 

do it ...yet’. 

Recently, in one of our P.E. lessons, the children were 

practising skipping with ropes. For some children it 

was their first experience of skipping and, as the 

adults watched, we saw so much determination. It 

was lovely to see the children not giving up and 

learning from their mistakes in a very different way. 

There were also lots of ‘helpers’ on hand, who were 

willing to demonstrate to the other children how to 

skip. Many children started the lesson thinking that 

they couldn’t skip but by the end of the lesson, and 

after lots of perseverance, they were proudly showing 

off their skipping ability. 

We’re very proud of all the wonderful Purple Learners 

in Class 2! 

Class 4 have continued to be amazing Purple Learners 

this term. Recently, we completed our art project for 

this term designing and sewing ‘bendy bags.’ For 

many of the children, this proved to be more difficult 

than they expected, and it certainly pushed us into 



our challenge zone! However, the children all showed 

incredible perseverance and determination to 

complete their bag. The results were amazing, and all 

of the children made a bag that they should be very 

proud of. Well done Class 4!   

Class 6 – “We’ve done loads of stuff!”  
“Can you expand on what ‘loads of stuff’ means?” 
“We’ve planted loads of trees in the car park and the 
school entrance.   
In English we have been designing covers for our 
vampire stories, firstly we have created the prototype 
which involves sticky 3d strings & things on card with 
glue guns. Once dried we put on a thin sheet of tissue 
paper to paint our gothic images and book titles.  
In Maths we have been designing a ‘moon box’ which 
is basically a black box with holes in it and a 
suspended orb.  We can then shine a torch onto it and 
this reveals the phases of the moon”.   
 
Now onto the best bit of the year for year 6… the 
residential at Kilvrough Manor in Wales.  
First, we had a day at the centre which was really, 
really large with loads of space to run about and play. 
After exploring the place, we had our first activity, 
caving where we climbed through small cracks and 
holes in the rocks. It was pitch back. The last challenge 
was to go down the ‘toilet’, when I started, I 
immediately regretted it because I was drenched - 
water filled my wellies and was up to my waist! The 
second, my favourite was climbing.  We started off 
jumping and scrambling across jagged rocks and at 
one point I got sprayed with the sea – it was like a 
geyser! After lunch the first of my classmates started 
to descend the cliff also know as abseiling. I was 
anxious about going down the never-ending cliff, but 
as more and more people were going down, it wasn’t 
as scary as I first thought. I felt like I was Spiderman!! 
Canoeing was on day 4 where it was the very first 
time, I had done it. It was very exciting and fun to go 
out on a canal without any ropes or straps attaching 
us to the bank. We tried to get the hang of steering 
and directing the boat. But some people capsized 
during practice – that was funny, and we all tried to 
jump in at the end.  Once we got our sea legs, we had 
an adventure going down the abandoned canal going 
through tunnels, avoiding branches, and eventually 
ending up at a weir. It was a totally brilliant week! Eric 
 
Class 3 - “We have been challenging ourselves by 
multiplying a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number in 
maths.   
Then in Topic we went out early in the morning to 
inspect the special features of the river Thames. This 
was a whole day visit and we went all the way to 
Benson; my legs were cramping on the way back! 

In English we have been creating our own animal that 
lives a river, they can be microscopic or colossal! We 
can choose what it eats; carnivorous, cannibal or 
herbivorous.  We made junk modelling of the river 
when we used empty cardboard boxes, coloured card 
and old plastic bottles – talk about recycling!! . Alip 
 

* School Governor News 

A vacancy for one parent governor has become 

available.  Please consider taking on this crucial and 

valuable role.  Keep a look out for a letter which will 

be sent as soon as possible next term, detailing how 

to apply. 

 Whole School events 

Mr Andy Silvester has stepped down from his Deputy 

Head role so that her can focus on his year 6 

teaching.  

 

The Queen’s Green Canopy Plaque has been 

ordered!  Thank you to all those parents who 

have generously donated towards it and together 

we are supporting the Veterans RBLI charity. 

There is still time to donate through the school 

office.  Picture of plaque to included in a future 

newsletter once received and installed.  

Let’s Get Together! 

Drop and Stay Coffee 
Morning! 

 

Come and join us on Friday May 6th at 8:45 am for a 

coffee morning on the school field. Come and meet all 

the parents from across Crowmarsh and hopefully 

enjoy some sunshine! 

Bring your own coffee in a travel mug and we will 

provide the food!   

When:  Friday May 6th – 8:45 a.m. 

Where: School Field  

 Parent Teacher Association  

Bags2School: Wednesday 11 May 2022. 

(A collection point for unwanted textiles that raises 

money for the school)  

 



 Community News  

Easter Holiday Activity PERFECT for kids to do at 

home. It’s a FAB Easter Egg Hunt with a bit of a 

difference. Rather than hunting around looking for 

eggs, the activity sheet is FILLED with fun items for 

children to find. It’s a great activity for the holidays 

because it’s active, gets kids thinking, and it’s a whole 

lot of fun too! 

Sheet at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Dorchester Festival 29th April – 9th May.  loads of 

Family events like the scarecrow trail and mad 

hatters’ tea party, many children focussed events, 

such as puppet theatre, teddy sleepovers and duck 

races.  And then there’s the events for children where 

they will learn – our mad science afternoon, kids’ 

classical music concert and baking workshops. 

www.dorchesterfestival.com  

 

Parking in and around the school site. 
We are aware of the lack of available space and 
would like to remind parents that parking on the 
zigzag lines is prohibited and doing so can carry 
more than just a fine.  Also the car park is for the 
exclusive use of school staff, deliveries and 
emergency vehicles.  

 

Cycle Instructors Needed! 

 
We get more people onto bikes by teaching 
children how to cycle in traffic, by giving adults 
confidence to ride to work and by helping 
organisations implement sustainable transport 
policies.  We also give lorry drivers a greater 
understanding of vulnerable road users, run 
community clubs and organise the annual 
Reading Cycle Festival. 
Choose when you work to fit your lifestyle 
(Bikeability is run during school hours).  
Full training, insurance and ongoing support 
provided. To find out more contact Greg 
Woodford: 07508 028457 / 
greg@avanticycling.co.uk  web: 
avanticycling.co.uk twitter: @AvantiCycling email: 
info@avanticycling.co.uk 
 

 

The Big Jubilee Lunch 2022 – A Crowmarsh 
community celebration - Sunday 5th June 
2022 
· The lunch event is from 12.30. Main 
entertainment will run to 4.30pm. 
o BBQ  
o Bar  
o Cakes and hot/cold drinks  
o Ice cream and lollies 
o Bouncy castle  
o Jazz band 
· Bring along a picnic and blanket/chairs.  
The car park will be closed and used for 
entertainment, including Bouncy castles, swing 
boats and large patio type games. 
Cake and Flower Competitions 
Evening Barn Dance. This will be a ticketed event 
on a first come first served basis, 
Please email for lunch, volunteering help or 
evening tickets:   
crowmarshparishclerk@gmail.com 

The event is being organised on behalf of 
Crowmarsh Parish Council and not 

Crowmarsh School. 

 
      
. 
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AFTER SCHOOL SAILING CLUB 

 

We are pleased to announce that after Easter we will 

be opening our 'After School Sailing Club, to beginners 

again. We take pupils from the age of 9.  The after-

school sailing for primary schools has been running 

since 2013. Sadly, we had to close in 2020 due to 

Covid and last year opened it up to improvers and 

more experienced young sailors. It is great to be able 

to open to beginners again. The course will run on five 

successive Wednesdays after Easter starting on the 

27th April. The club is open from 3:30pm, we aim to 

get on the water for 4:00pm and finish at 6:00. We 

will be running another seven sessions after half term. 

Dorchester Sailing Club is a recognised RYA training 

centre and has a long tradition of teaching young 

people to sail. Our instructing follows the RYA Youth 

Sailing Scheme syllabus. 

https://www.rya.org.uk/training/small-boat-

sailing/dinghy#DSyouth 

PRE BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL.  

Cost: £10.00 per sailor for each two-hour session. 

A parent or someone appointed in loco parentis must 

remain on site for each student during the session.  

Please contact Jean Dennis, or Patrick Fleming via:  

schools@dorchestersailingclub.org.uk for more 

information and to apply. Additionally, you can talk to 

us at our open day on Sunday 3rd April, or on 

Saturdays and Sundays when we will be instructing at 

the club   website: www.dorchestersailingclub.org.uk 
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