
ENGLISH MEDIUM TERM PLAN     TERM 2    YEAR 3  

Composition Sentence/Grammar Reading 

Oracy – presenting information on 
celebration/festival of choice 
Descriptive writing – settings 
Poetry – The Magic Box 

 Presentation skills – summarising, 
projecting voice, speaking out to 
audience, using voice to add interest 
(intonation) 

 Revise capital letters, full stops, neat 
presentation 

 Adverbial questions – who, when, what, 
where? 

 Adventurous vocabulary – use of 
thesaurus 

Increased fluency when reading aloud  
 
Reading increasingly independently and be able 
to: 

 Answer retrieval questions 

 Make inferences based on what has 
been said and done 

 Make predictions 
 
 
 

Story writing – develop beginnings, middle and 
endings (secure use of planning tools) 
Letter writing 
 

 Use speech punctuation  

 Organise writing using paragraphs 

 Conjunctions 

 Vary long and short sentences 

Spellings – Babcock and Year 1/2 and  3/4 key words 
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Number: 
Addition and 
subtraction
-Adding two 3 
digit numbers
-Subtracting 3 
digit numbers
-Estimating
-Checking 
answers

Number: 
Multiplication 
and Division
-Consolidate 2, 
4 and 8 times 
tables
-Comparing 
statements 
using < > =
-Related facts 
(e.g. 3 x 4 = 12, 
4 x 3 = 12, 12 ÷
3 = 4, 12 ÷
4 = 3, 30 x 4 = 
120, 4 x 30 = 
120 etc.)
-Multiply 2 
digit by 1 digit

Measurement: 
Money
-Pounds and 
pence
-Convert pounds 
and pence
-Add money
-Subtract money
-Give change

Statistics
-Pictograms
-Bar Charts
-Tables

Year 3 – Maths Spring Term Overview 2022



 

Year 4 Science - States of Matter 
 

What should I already know? Vocabulary 

 Everyday materials can be grouped and compared according to their properties. Materials 

are used for certain purposes because of their properties.  

States of matter – materials can be one of 3 states of matter: solid, 

liquid or gas. Some materials can change from one state to another 

and back  

Solid – a substance that stays the same shape and turns to a liquid 

when heated 

Liquid – a substance that flows freely but is a constant volume 

Gas – a substance that has no fixed shape or volume   

Volume - the amount of space occupied by an object 

Particles – small piece or portion of a substance  

Bond – joined securely to something else  

Condensation – a gas changes to a liquid 

Evaporation – a liquid changes to a gas 

Boiling point – the temperature at which a liquid boils and turns to 

vapour 

 

Melting point – the temperature at which a given solid will melt  

Sublimation - when a substance changes from a solid to a gas without 

becoming a liquid  

Thermometer – an instrument for measuring and indicating temperature 

Water cycle – the cycle of processes by which water circulates between 

the earth’s land, seas and atmosphere 

Precipitation – liquid or solid particles that fall from a cloud as rain, 

sleet, hail or snow 

Transpiration – water vapour that forms from water on the leaves of 

plants  

Groundwater – water held underground in soil and rock crevices 

Run off – excess water that runs from land into nearby streams and 

rivers   

 

Cross- Curricular links 

Maths  - measuring volume and reading scales on containers, reading the 

temperature on a thermometer, measure and weight of materials.  

What I will know at the end of the topic 

How can solids, liquids and gases be compared and grouped? When do some materials change their state of matter?  What is the Water Cycle and how does this link to states of 

matter?  

What are the 3 main states of matter that all materials are composed of? 

The 3 main states of matter are solids, liquids and gases. Materials can be sorted 

into these 3 main groups. All materials are made up of particles and these are 

organised differently in different states of matter.  

 

What are the properties of solids, liquids and gases?  

Solids   

Particles are packed close together 

Particles are arranged in a regular pattern 

Particles do not move freely 

Particles are held together by bonds 

Liquids 

Particles are packed closely but not as tight as solids 

Particles are arranged randomly 

Bonds hold the particles together but not as strongly as in solids 

so the particles can move 

Liquids take the shape of any container 

Gases 

Particles are very far apart 

Particles move around randomly 

Gases take the shape of any container 

Gases can be compressed and squeezed 

What can cause a material to change its state of matter? 

Heating and freezing can cause materials to change their states of matter.  

 

When will a solid change into a liquid and when will 

a liquid change to a solid? What is needed for 

these changes to occur? 

A solid will change into a liquid when it melts. The 

reverse of this is freezing, when a liquid changes to 

a solid. Water melts at 0 oC, below this the water 

will freeze. Change in behaviour of particles causes 

the change of state.  

 

When will a liquid change into a gas and when will 

a gas change to a liquid? What is needed for this 

change to occur? 

A liquid will change to a gas when it evaporates, 

the reverse of this process is called condensation. 

Water will evaporate even at lower temperatures, increased temperatures increase 

rate of evaporation.  

Water boils at 100 o C. Change in behaviour of particles causes the change of state.   

 

What is sublimation? 

When a material changes from a solid to a gas without going through the liquid 

stage  it is called sublimation. An example of sublimation is dry ice. Dry ice  is solid 

carbon dioxide which changes directly to a gas when it warms up.  

What is the continuous process where water flows around our world? 
The Water Cycle is the continual process that keeps water flowing around 
the world.  
 
How does the Water Cycle work? Where do evaporation and condensation 
occur in the water cycle and how does this link to changes in temperature?  
The Water cycle is the process whereby water from the rivers and the sea 
evaporate due to heat from the sun (liquid changing to gas). Higher water 
temperature will increase evaporation. Along with evaporation, water also 
moves to the air through transpiration. This is where water turns into 
water vapour (gas) on the surface of leaves of plants. When the water 
vapour reaches cooler air then it condenses to form clouds (gas to liquid). 
Precipitation (rain) then occurs and the water runs off the land back to the 
rivers and seas.  

Investigate  Famous Scientists 

Can you group materials into solids, liquids and gases? Do all liquids 

behave in the same way? Is honey a solid or a liquid?  

Is there a pattern in how long it takes different sized ice lollies to melt? Can 

you explain your results?  

How does the level of water in a container change when it is left on a 

windowsill? How does this link to global warming?  

Antonie Lavoiser 1743 – 1794 Discovered the role that oxygen plays in 

combustion. Recognised and named oxygen (1778) and hydrogen (1783) 

Robert Boyle 1627 – 1691 Discovered that the volume of a gas decreases 

with increasing pressure and vice-versa – Boyle’s Law 

John Dalton 1766 – 1844 In 1803 he proposed that matter is made up of 

atoms that are indivisible and indestructible 



Year 4 Geography Rivers  
What are the geographical features of rivers and how do river change? 

What are the similarities and differences between the Yukon and the River Thames? 

What should I already know? Vocabulary 

I go to school in Crowmarsh Gifford village, near Wallingford 

Wallinford is a town in the county of Oxfordshire in England which is a country 

Wallingford and Crowmarsh Gifford are next to the River Thames   

There are 7 continents in the world and 5 oceans  

Europe and North America are 2 of the continents and these are made up from 

various countries 

There are different features along the course of a river e.g. a waterfall 
 

Atlas- a book of maps 

City- a large town  

Climate – the typical weather conditions of a place 

Confluence – where two rivers join  

Continent – a large area of land made up of countries 

Country- area of land controlled by its own government 

Course – the channel along which a river flows 

Current – a continuous flow of water in a river 

Delta – where a river splits before entering the sea 

Deposition–when something has been left somewhere 

Erosion – gradual removal of rock or soil in an area 

Estuary – the wide part of a river where it joins the sea 

Human features – features of land impacted by humans 

 

Ice Fields  - an expanse of ice  

Landscape – everything that you can see in an area 

Lake – a large area of fresh water surrounded by land 

Meander – a large bend in a river 

Mountain – a high area of land with steep sides 

Mouth – where a river flows into the sea 

River – a large, natural stream of water that flows into the sea 

Source – where something comes from 

Spring  - a natural outflow of ground water 

Stream – a small narrow river 

Tributary – a smaller river that flows into a larger river 

Waterfall  - where water flows over a steep, high cliff 

Cross- Curricular links 

Art & Music work to be based around rivers  

Maths – data looking at and comparing rivers  

What I will know at the end of the topic 

River Systems The River Thames The Yukon river 

 How can you use a map or atlas to show where a river is located? 

Rivers drawn in blue and labelled on map  

 

Can you explain the journey of a river using the correct vocabulary? 

All rivers journey from source to sea (mouth) and will include some of the 

following features – rapids, waterfall, meander, ox bow lake, tributary and 

confluence, flood plain, estuary, delta.  

Rivers have upper, middle and lower course 

 indicated by the surrounding landscape and 

 the flow of water.  
 

 

 

 

 

Can you explain what erosion and deposition are? How does erosion and 

deposition effect changes in meanders? 

Erosion – gradual removal of rock or soil from an area. In rivers this will be 

the river bed or banks. Deposition – rock/ soil removed via erosion is 

dropped off elsewhere in the river. Erosion and deposition work together 

to change meanders in rivers.  

 

Can you describe how an ox-bow lake is formed? Can you use knowledge 

of erosion and deposition when explaining your ideas? 

When a meander becomes so curved that the water finds a quicker route 

through and cuts of a lake in the shape of an ox-bow.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is the River Thames located? Can you draw this on a map? 

Source – Kemble, Cirencester, flows via Oxford,  

Wallingford, Henley – on – Thames, Windsor  

and through London out to the sea.  

 

 

Which river features can be seen from on and around Wallingford Bridge? 

Clear evidence of deposition, meanders can be seen in distance, flood 

plains, human use of manmade banks, human and animals using the 

river.  

 

What can we learn about river systems and the River Thames from the 

River and Rowing museum? (2021 – COVID dependent)  

Visit to the River and Rowing museum to bring to life knowledge of the 

river systems along with a more detailed study of the River Thames.  

 

What is the landscape around the River Thames like?   

The River Thames makes its way from the edge of  

a small village in the Gloucestershire countryside 

 though historic towns such as Oxford and  

Wallingford and out through busy city of London.  

Can you name the countries that make up North America? Can you name 

some major rivers in North America? 

Countries - USA (including state of Alaska), Canada, Mexico  

Rivers - Mississippi, Yukon, Missouri, Colorado, Hudson.  

 

Can you use a map to identify the location and journey of the Yukon river 

through Canada and Alaska? 

Starts in the coastal mountains of British  

Columbia in  Canada, through Alaska 

and reaches the Bering Sea.  

 

 

 

 

What is the landscape around the Yukon like? Can you name any 

geographical features around the Yukon? 

Much of the landscape surrounding  

the Yukon is mountainous or ice field. 

 

Comparing the Yukon to the River Thames 

Can you use aerial photographs, information sources and own knowledge to compare the River Thames to the Yukon? How do the geographical 

features of the rivers compare? How are the uses/ wildlife/ history similar or different? 

Yukon river is much longer than the Thames (Yukon 3185km, Thames 346km)  

Landscape around the rivers are very different 

Throughout history, both have been vital for people living nearby although the Yukon is now very underpopulated in comparison to the Thames 

The Thames has many more bridges that the Yukon 

Both rivers are used by humans and are important to a range of differing animals/ wildlife.  

 


