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Dates for your diary 

Jan 4th Tuesday – 1st day back after Christmas holiday. 

 

So… a big question…  Is Santa Bad? (by 

Year 6 pupils) 

Dear Pupils and Parents at Crowmarsh School, 

I am an undercover elf at the North Pole and my 

responsibility is to make sure everything runs 

smoothly at Santa’s Workshop, but on the night of 

Wednesday the 15th of December I saw Santa creep 

out of the workshop and quickly followed him. After 

stowing away on his sleigh, we arrived at your school! 

Santa was very drunk that night and accidentally 

dropped presents all over the school, and he decided 

to bring his reindeer into school! I don’t know why he 

was at your school, but I need your help to figure out 

why he did it, please ask your child what evidence he 

left behind.  

From Undercover Elf J  

Everyone at our school thought it was a normal 

day, but as we walked through the school gates, 

we realised something was up. There were 

presents scattered across the playground, and 

glitter was EVERYWHERE in the classrooms! 

There were white snowy footprints all over the 

floor and surprisingly they were only from his left 

foot! We were all so excited: There was bunting, 

and tinsel put up across the classrooms, and as 

usual Ms Cooper danced round the classrooms 

playing Christmas music and made us all get up 

and join her! Although it wasn’t all high jinks - Mr 

Silvester said ‘’Aye caramba! Once again Santa 

causes havoc with my science assessments” 

However, we enjoyed it lots!  

 

 

 What have we been up to???? 

Rocket man - “The Man that came in for the 

rockets was really funny and let us do different 

things with rockets such as make our own out of 

paper.  The best part was using Stomp Rockets, 

we launched them into the air, and we were 

seeing how high it would go… One of our 

favourite parts was at the end of the session 

when the man launched a dynamite rocket into 

the sky, and it had a parashoot on it.  Everyone 

enjoyed the afternoon and hopes we can do it 

again soon.”  

“Classes 1 – 5 made rockets out of cardboard 

and had a template they did this in groups of 

three or under and each group managed to make 

a rocket and use a foot pump to launch it into the 

air close to four metres high.   After that we saw a 

dynamite rocket go into the air that the man 

brought in with him… It went far away into the 

field.” 

Please see attachment to this newsletter for more 

details and ideas. 

Year 5 – Roman Baths trip 

On the 29th of November Class 5 went on a 

school trip the Roman Baths in Bath. Whilst at the 

Baths, Class 5 got to try on togas and tunics, they 

also got to walk around the historical baths. Class 

5 used audio guides to tell them all about the 

rooms we were. As they were walking around 

they noticed the similarities and differences and 

compered it to today. 

Year 5 – Play 

On the 13th of December Class 5 did the play Julius 

Caesar by William Shakespeare. The children really 

enjoyed acting it out and the parents loved it too. In 

the middle of the play, there was a part which the 

parents could interact with.   

 



 

 

Year 3 & 4 News 

We have had a very busy and exciting time in the 

last few weeks. We have made wooden 

Christmas trees in DT, which has included 

learning how to measure accurately, use a small 

saw, wood glue and a pillar drill!! We will be 

bringing our trees home to add to the 

decorations!! We have all been put into reading 

groups and have been learning how to give and 

receive feedback to help us improve our reading 

skills. In PE we have been exploring Winter 

Wonderland and making up lots of fantastic 

dances. 

In PSHCE, Class 3 have looked at internet safety, 

and safety around medicines. 

During Anti Bulling Week, we did lots of activities 

based around 1 Kind Word. Class 3 have made a 

kindness garden, which consists of paper flowers 

with kind words written on them about each other. 

We would like to thank the PTA for the 

pantomime, which we were lucky enough to 

watch on Wednesday too. It was great fun and we 

all enjoyed it a lot! 

We have had a busy and fun filled term. Class 3 

and 4 also took part in making mini-Christmas 

cakes, which were then iced and sent home to 

share. 

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a 

peaceful 2022, from all the children and staff in 

Class 3 & 4. 

Year 3 & 4 Christmas Nearly Sleepover and 

craft evening – “We came in with all our gear 

and put it in the hall and went to make a tea light 

snowman and lolly stick trees. I made a snowman 

with a blue hat.  Also, a red, blue and green tree.  

Most people were using the pipe cleaners for the 

tree on their toys to make leads and collars. After 

that we went into the hall and set up our areas 

with toys, sleeping bags and blankets to watch a 

Father Christmas film.  They handed out hot 

chocolate and crisps.  When that was done, they 

read books to us.  We packed up our stuff and 

went home.  It was really fun and should happen 

again. Ingrid aged 8 and 4/5’th Class 4” 

“At the start of the sleeper we excitingly got to 

make some Christmassy decorations such as a 

snowman with a tea light and wrapping pipe 

cleaners around lolly pop sticks. Then we settled 

down in our sleeping bags and watched the 

wonderful film The Father Christmas.  Personally, 

I loved it, I made a collar for my teddy.  I liked 

watching the film in the dark with crisps and a 

drink.  We did it with the years 3s. Lana Year 4” 

Year 3 & 4 Little Glow Christmas Concert - We 

have been busy practicing for our Little Glow 

concert, which we performed for our parents on 

Wednesday evening. It is fair to say that 

Christmas has come to year 3 & 4!! We hope all 

the parents who attended enjoyed our concert. 

We were very pleased and surprised to be joined 

by 2 REAL donkeys from Smelly Wellies, as well 

as the amazing Blewbury Brass Band to 

accompany us led by Ian Barlow our 

BrassinClass teacher.  

 Whole School events 

Teachers are now using SeeSaw and Tapestry for 

direct communication between classes and parents. 

But if there is anything you would like to see included 

in the next school newsletter, please email in to: 

office.3200@crowmarsh-gifford.oxon.sch.uk 

Santa Flyby happened on Thursday 9th 

December … ask your child! Thanks to the 

wonderful people at RAF Benson. 

Poppy Appeal raised £ 325.45 

Children in Need dress up day raised £170.75 

My StoryTree e-bookfair has enabled us to 

claim 13 free books for the school, thank you Mrs 

Churchill for organising. 

 Parent Teacher Association  

Hamper Raffle raised £1000 

Christmas Lego Advent Raffle raised £112 

Panto and Snacks – thanks to our wonderful team 

of parents who have once again paid for the 

children to watch the online streamed panto along 

with crisps and snacks for all classes this week.  

Secondhand Uniform sales raised £110 

Pumpkin trail raised £55 

Flick – sold a load of football boots -raising £90 

Wallingford Fireworks collection for Crowmarsh 

Gifford Pre-school lead by Anne Churchill raised 

~£1155 plus an additional £800. Fantastic result – 

thanks to Anne 

 



 Individual news 

Elden Geddes – He had his first kickboxing 

competition on 28th November where he won both 

categories that he was entered into (points and 

continuous) Well done Elden!

 

 Community News  

 

Parking in and around the school site. 
We are aware of the lack of available space and 
would like to remind parents that parking on the 
zigzag lines is prohibited and doing so can carry 
more than just a fine.  Also the car park is for the 
exclusive use of school staff, deliveries and 
emergency vehicles.  

 
 

TalkingSpace Plus is a free, confidential NHS 
service for adults in Oxfordshire, to help people 
when they’re feeling stressed, anxious or low and 
we offer our treatments online for your safety and 
convenience. If you feel you would benefit from 
support, please contact our service directly on 
01865 901222 or visit 
www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/talkingspaceplus. 

 

 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cycle Training  

We are recruiting!!  We are looking for an 

enthusiastic, motivated and innovative 

Cycle Examiner to deliver National Standard 

Cycle Training and Road Safety Education in 

schools throughout Oxfordshire. 

For Further information please click on the link 

below. 
https://careers.newjob.org.uk/OCC/job/Kidlington-

Road-Safety-Cycle-Training-Officer-OCC279372-

OXF/748329001/ 

 

Youth Volleyball in Newbury - interested in 

learning how to play volleyball and be coached by 

Ms Cooper?  Come join in the youth volleyball on 

Tuesday nights 7-8:30 at Trinity School in 

Newbury. 

ADDRESS: Trinity School, Love Lane, RG14 2DU 

CONTACT: Sue Sayers - Head Coach for more 

information.  Probably suits children in year 5 and 

6 most.  suesayers1@sky.com 07881677634 

 

Oxfordshire Libraries Are you aged between 7 

and 11? Pssst...there’s a competition for adults 

too! Do you love writing? It can be on any topic 

and up to 3000 words long. More information and 

on how to enter can be found on the Oxfordshire 

Libraries website. Why not have a go at writing a 

short story for our competition? @oxonlibraries 

Entries open: 6 December 2021 Oxfordshire 

Libraries oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition 

 

Care for the Family 

Some exciting events conveniently on-line coming 

to us in 2022 from Care for the Family including: 

· Date Night in a Box which includes Inspiration to 

help rekindle a fresh spark and devotion to each 

other and Insight into the art of arguing well! 

· Boundary Lines for parents and carers of 

children under 5 years, you’ll learn Strategies for 

managing challenging behaviour, knowing how to 

pick your battles, Insight into the importance and 

purpose of boundaries and more. 

· There are catch up events from The Wisdom 

House and Primary Parenting available to watch 

now. 

Lots of other events and information is available 

to support people through the many ups and 

downs of family life. Events online - Care for the 

Family  

 

 

 

“On the occasion of Christmas, we 

wish that this holiday season be full 

of happiness and goodness for you 

and your loved ones.  

 

Merry Christmas to you.” 
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