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brought to you by:

Lippencott
Alpacas

Thank you to our Event Sponsors!

Sponsorships Still Available!

Corporate Sponsor - $650: Includes team, one Tee and one Green sponsorships
Awards & Presentation Sponsor - $700: Includes one Tee and one Green sponsorships
Tee Sponsor - $100
Green Sponsor - $100

**See flyer inside for more information and to register!**

August General Membership
Zoom Meeting
“BluePrints in Greene County:
Upcoming Programs & Events”
Presented by Darlene Bigler, CEO,
BluePrints

Wednesday, August 26, 2020
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Virtual Event through Zoom
Email melody@greenechamber.org to register

Sponsored by:

Watch & Learn Zoom Webinar
"Instagram Strategies"
presented by
Dillon Spencer, Sr. Community
Development Manager, American Cancer
Society

Wednesday, August 19
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
RSVP to melody@greenechamber.org

Welcome New Member!
Gatrell Business Solutions
Julie Gatrell, Owner
951 4th Avenue
Waynesburg, Pa 15370
Phone: 724-833-3387
Fax: 724-627-7244
julie.gatrell@gatrellbusinesssolutions.com
www.gatrellbusinesssolutions.com
Accountant/Business Consulting

Member Receives Ribbon
CuttingPlaque
Last month, new member, Duda’s Farm received their
plaque that displays the ribbon that was cut during
their grand opening of their Waynesburg produce
stand located at the Greene County Airport.

Board of Directors Election
At the July General Membership Networking
Zoom Meeting five new Board of Directors
members were elected.
Welcome to:
Jenn Ross, Vice President & Community
Relationship Officer - Community Bank
Casey Durdines, Local Government &
Community Affairs Specialist - EQT
Deneen Rhodes, Tasting Room/Events
Coordinator - Thistlethwaite Vineyard
MaChal Forbes, Executive Directory - Greene
County United Way
Stacy Stroman, Director - Blueprints

Scam Alert!
Home Town Productions out of Arlington
Texas has been in touch with member
businesses seeking advertising on a Greene
County Map. The caller specifically stated that
they were working with the Chamber of
Commerce and Tourism office, which they are
not.
They also indicated that they will use the
Police Station, the Jefferson Post Office and
the Washington County Department of Health
as distribution centers. The cost of the ads
range from $250 to $750 and may end up on
10,000 maps but we were not able to pin
down an actual production number.
Our Chamber office will never endorse a
project like this, nor will we ever use an
outside company to solicit advertising for any
of our publications.
So please, as always, do your homework
before placing advertising from outside
sources and ask lots of questions. And
always call the Chamber so we can
investigate for you and share our findings with
the local business community.

DEP Funding for Small Businesses
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) announced the availability of $1
million in grant funding to Pennsylvania small
businesses and farmers for energy efficiency,
pollution prevention, and natural resource protection
projects through the Small Business Advantage grant
program. New to the program this year is the
opportunity for farmers to install solar pumping
systems for their agricultural operations.
Eligible projects include adopting or acquiring
equipment or processes that reduce energy use or
pollution. Examples of eligible projects are HVAC and
boiler upgrades, high-efficiency LED lighting, solvent
recovery and waste recycling systems, and auxiliary
power units deployed as anti-idling technology for
trucks.
Last year, 233 small businesses were awarded
grants for their projects. Natural resource protection
projects may include planting riparian buffers,
installation of streambank fencing to keep livestock
out of streams, and investing in agricultural storm
water management projects, with the goal of reducing
sediment and nutrient loads in our waterways.
Pennsylvania-based small business owners with
100 or fewer full-time equivalent employees are
eligible. Projects must save the business a minimum
of $500 and 25 percent annually in energy
consumption, or pollution related expenses.
Businesses can apply for 50 percent matching funds
of up to $7,000 to adopt or acquire energy-efficient or
pollution prevention equipment or processes. Only
costs incurred between July 1, 2020, and June 30,
2021, are eligible.
Applications will be considered on a first come, first
served basis, and will be accepted until fiscal year
2020-21 funds are exhausted or April 12, 2021,
whichever occurs first. All applications must be
submitted through the Commonwealth’s Single
Application for Assistance. Printed, faxed, and mailed
applications are not accepted.
The complete grant application package, which
includes step-by-step instructions and instructional
videos for completing the online application, is
available by visiting the DEP Small Business
Advantage Grant.
To contact the Small Business Ombudsman’s
Office, call 717-772-5160 or email
epadvantagegtrant@pa.gov.

Join our Watch & Learn Webinar and review 8 of the
26 gold nuggets of wisdom found in the John C.
Maxwell book Leadership Gold.

Thursday, August 27, 2020
2:00 p.m.
To register, email Melody at
melody@greenechamber.org

COVID-19 Grants for PA Small Businesses
The COVID-19 Relief Statewide Small Business Assistance Program will open its second application window at
9AM on August 10. This will be the final opportunity to apply for the program. The application window will
remain open for 15 business days, closing at 11:59PM on August 28.
Pennsylvania small businesses are encouraged to apply for relief if they:
•
Had 25 or fewer full-time employees prior to February 15, 2020
•
Have annual revenues of $1 million or less, and
•
Were economically impacted by COVID-19
All applications must be made through a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) in the county
where their business is located.
If you already applied during the first application window, you will be notified of your status by August 10. You
do not need to reapply in the second round. Qualified applications will be automatically rolled over into this next
funding round for consideration.

Jefferson Florist
Jefferson Florist was established by my grandmother, Katheryn Bedosky in 1956. As the matriarch of the
family, she married and divorced my grandfather, three times! Soon my grandmother would be known by
everyone throughout the community and the flower shop became a great success. She reared three children
while working in the flower shop, of course my mother was one of those children.
Sadly, in 2005 my grandmother passed and my mother Johnetta Hardin, stepped straight into her shoes to
carry on her mother’s legacy.Then in 2015 my mother was diagnosed with cancer. When I heard the news, I
immediately dropped everything and returned home to Greene County. I shouldered the daunting task of
nurturing my mother through two major surgeries with great uncertainty of the outcome. I began running the
flower shop and stayed focused on learning to design flowers. This allowed me to feel close with my
grandmother and helped me cope with my mother’s recovery.
Today, I’m pleased to report my mom is cancer free. I retired early from my career in Motion Picture of 27
years and we’ve moved the shop to Waynesburg, Pa where we’ve received a warm welcome and great
success. The new shop is located 810 E. High St and officially opened on March 9, just in time for Easter and
Mother’s Day and the Coronavirus. The hours of
the shop are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays and
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. The shop
will also be open for appointments at any time by
calling 724-852-1223.
Finally, my name is Tim Hardin and I’m proud to
be the next generation to carry on Katheryn’s
legacy…Jefferson Florist. This is where you’ll find
me until the next generation steps up to carry on
the family tradition. We hope that you join us in
celebrating the new Waynesburg location on
Tuesday, August 25 with a ribbon cutting
celebration!

Join us for a Ribbon Cutting for

Tuesday, August 25
12:00 p.m.
810 East High Street,
Waynesburg

Waynesburg University hosts in-person commencement ceremonies
Waynesburg University honored the Class of 2020 during four in-person
commencement ceremonies Saturday, Aug. 1, and Sunday, Aug. 2, on the
Lawn of Miller Hall. Two ceremonies were hosted each day in order to comply
with state and CDC guidelines for events.
All four ceremonies were also live-streamed, and graduates were given the option to participate virtually if
they were unable to attend in person. Virtual participants were honored at the in-person ceremony with their
name announced and their photo shown on a large outdoor screen.
Amid signage reminding the limited guests to practice proper social distancing protocols, graduates wearing
face coverings greeted each other with joy, many seeing each other for the first time since departing campus in
March when classes transitioned to remote modes of instruction.
Noelle Hughes, the valedictorian for the Class of 2020, delivered the valedictory to the University and
encouraged her classmates to embrace change rather than fear it.
The University awarded the following degrees to the Class of 2020: Doctor of Nursing Practice, Ph.D. in
Counselor Education and Supervision, Master of Arts, Master of Arts in Teaching, Master of Business
Administration, Master of Education, Master of Science in Athletic Training, Master of Science in Nursing,
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Management and Leadership, Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration, Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology, and Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

Kona Ice Rain Day Fundraiser
The Chamber held a fundraiser event with the help of Almost Heaven Kona Ice. We welcomed the Greene
County community to enjoy a cool treat on Rain Day, July 29th in our parking lot. The day was a great success
thanks to the support from our business members and our community!

