You are cordially invited to attend the

Greene County Chamber of Commerce
Annual Membership Banquet
Event Sponsored by:
Presentation of the 2018 Distinguished Service Awards
And the McCracken Legacy Award

Distinguished Service
Award
Sister Audrey Quinn

Posthumous Distinguished
Service Award
G. William “Bill” Gensler

McCracken Legacy Award
EQT

Waynesburg University Benedum Dining Hall
Saturday, October 20, 2018
Reception and Auction—5:00 pm
Dinner—6:00 pm
Awards—7:00 pm
Individuals—$40, Tables of Eight $320
If you did not receive an invitation and would like to attend, please call 724-627-5926

October 2018 - Chamber of
Commerce Month
The Greene County Commissioners recently
presented the Greene County Chamber of
Commerce with a proclamation recognizing the
month of October as Chamber of Commerce
Month.
The proclamation recognizes the Chamber’s
dedication to serving local businesses as well as
honors the Chamber for receiving the Pennsylvania Association of Chamber Professionals
Accreditation.
The PACP – a professional association
comprised of statewide Chamber of Commerce
executives and staff – initiated the Accredited
Chamber Program of recognition for its members
that is designed to establish a standard of
organizational competency and an objective set
of criteria for assessment.

Pampered Chef
Demonstration Fundraiser
The Chamber hosted a Pampered Chef Demonstration by Chamber member and consultant,
Amy Chess. Items earned during this fundraiser
will be in our Auction at the Annual Membership
Banquet to benefit our Scholarship Fund. Thank
you to everyone that attended our demo and
placed an order to support the Chinese Auction.

Pampered Chef Consultant, Amy Chess
demonstrated products for guests.

Mix & Mingle

Sponsored by:

Chamber Business After Hours
Thursday, November 15, 2018

4:30 - 7:00
Hampton Inn
$15 per person
RSVP by Monday, November 12 to
724.627.5926 or info@greenechamber.org

Northwood Realty
TBI Contracting, Inc.
Community Foundation of
Greene County
Washington Health
System Greene
Thislethwaite Vineyards

Dee's Wireless - Cricket
Wireless
Lippencott Alpacas
Aladdin Food Services
Hampton Inn
Back Bay Catering
Greene County Country
Club

The Dapper Doughnut
Ribbon Cutting
The Dapper Doughnut
celebrated their opening
with a ribbon cutting last
month. We welcomed this
new
business
to
the
Waynesburg community and
enjoyed a few doughnuts!
If you haven’t tried them
yet, be sure to stop by and
visit with owners, Kristen and Thomas
Rohanna at 230 Bill George Drive in
Waynesburg.

$2,825 in Gift Cards for
Christmas Raffle!
The Chamber’s Fund Raising Committee is
selling a raffle ticket for a chance to win $2,825
in gift cards just in time for Christmas. Winning number will be taken from the first official
7:00 pm PA Pick 3 Daily Number on Friday, November 16, 2018. Donation is $10 a ticket and
each ticket gives you two 3-digit numbers.
If you would like to purchase a ticket or
would be willing to help sell by taking a book of
ten tickets, please get in touch with the office.
The proceeds from the ticket will help the
Chamber continue its program of work.
Thank you to the 56 members who donated
toward the gift card raffle
Thank you to our ticket sponsor,
Time Savers, Inc!

September Membership
Networking Luncheon
The September General
Membership
Networking
Luncheon was sponsored by
and held at the First
Presbyterian Church in
Waynesburg.
Reverend
William Sukolsky spoke to the members about
the importance of work and service to the
common good of a community. His quote, “If I
pull a thread I can chase it back to what your
business does to make the community better for
everyone” spoke volumes about the impact the
business community has on a thriving
county. The luncheon featured a “speedspeakers” and those in attendance heard from
seven other brief speakers on a variety of
topics. A delicious lunch was catered by The
Hungarian Smokehouse and a $50 Visa gift card
was won by a lucky attendee.
Thank you to First Presbyterian Church for
sponsoring and hosting the event.

Welcome New Member!
McKees Rocks Industrial Enterprises, Inc.
Mr. James J. Lind, President
Mailing Address: 149 Nichol Ave.-Main Office
McKees Rocks, Pa 15136
Physical Address: 121 Baker Drive
Waynesburg, Pa 15370
Office: 412-331-3555
Fax: 412-331-5104
www.e-mrie.com
jlind@e-mrie.com
Material Handling & Transloading Facility
Twin Oaks Family Farm
Matthew Wilson, President
223 Bald Hill Church Road
Dilliner, Pa 15327
304-376-3563
matt.wilson@mail.wvu.edu
Farm & Event Center

Christmas Parade
Applications Now Accepted
The Greene County
Chamber of Commerce
has begun planning the
2018 Downtown
Waynesburg Christmas
Parade to be held
Saturday December 1st
at 2:00pm. The
execution of the Parade
is underwritten by
FirstEnergy Foundation.
More than 100 applications were mailed to
schools, churches, civic organizations and other
interested parties throughout the county. All
units must be pre-registered by November 16th
and pay a $10 entry fee in order to participate.
Late entries will be accepted through November
21st at a fee of $20. No entries will be accepted
after November 21st. A limited number of
scholarships are available for those groups who
have financial need.
Miss Rain Day 2018, Lauren Schroyer and the
Chamber’s 2018 Distinguished Service Award
and McCracken Legacy Award recipients, Sister
Audrey Quinn, the family of the late G. William
“Bill” Gensler and representatives from EQT will

have the honor of leading the parade down High
Street as it’s Grand Marshals.
There is no central theme but all entries are
asked to portray the true Christmas Spirit. Float
judging will take place prior to the start of the
parade. Trophies will be awarded to the top
three floats. All floats and other entries are
reminded that no live Santa is permitted on any
unit in the parade as he is the guest of honor at
the conclusion of the parade.
Anyone wishing to participate in the parade
that did not receive an application is asked to
download the parade application by visiting the
Chamber website at www.greenechamber.org
For more information contact the Chamber office
at 724-627-5926 or info@greenechamber.org
Thank you to our Parade Sponsor,
FirstEnergy Foundation!

Real Solutions for Small
Businesses
The University of Pittsburgh SBDC is hosting a
Problem Solvers-Decision Makers seminar series
to assist business owners in Greene County and
southwestern PA. The University of Pittsburgh
SBDC received a grant from the Appalachian
Resource Commission and developed a new,
no-cost seminar series, Problem SolversDecision Makers.
The program is a 4-Part seminar hosted in
Waynesburg and the class will meet twice in
October and twice in November. The program is
open to retailers, manufactures and servicebased, business owners that will bring their
concerns and problems to the class. The intent
is to determine solutions, referrals and
recommendations by fellow business owners
that are facing similar issues in growing their
companies.
The business owners will receive personalized
materials and resources to make their
companies more profitable. Seminar topics will
include increasing sales, marketing strategies,
attracting new customers, and overcoming
financial barriers. For more info call 412-6241368.
The no-cost program is developed to focus on
entrepreneurial
growth
stated
Michael
Wholihan, of the University of Pittsburgh SBDC.
“Our local community economies rely on small
businesses to sustain jobs, remain competitive
and be profitable. The seminars offer real
business solutions to help small companies with
any issue. The seminars provide practical tools
they could use immediately to impact their small
business growth.”
The deadline to attend this program has been
extended to October 8. Space is limited, so sign
up today!

Chamber to Host U.S. SBA
Rural Roundtable & Road Trip
Join
White
House-appointee
Michelle
Christian and U.S. Department of AgricultureRural Development State Director Curt
Coccodrilli, Oct. 24, as they visit Greene County
small business owners on learning tour.
“Meeting with small business owners truly is
indicative of SBA’s mission,” Christian said.
“Our agency, strictly dedicated to the needs of
all small business owners, learns so much about
our customers by visiting and listening to their
concerns.”
The stop also includes a private, invitationonly, interactive roundtable with area small
business owners at the Greene County Hampton
Inn. “This event will help identify the challenges
faced by the business community here in Greene
County and have those concerns heard by state
and national leaders” said Melody Longstreth,
executive director, Greene County Chamber.
Christian, who is spearheading numerous rural
roundtables, said open dialogue and discussion
is providing valuable information to SBA’s
headquarters office. “We’re learning about the
unique needs of rural small business owners
and are striving to restore economic strength in
these areas with SBA and USDA services.”
Christian,
SBA
Mid-Atlantic’s
regional
administrator, oversees economic development
activity in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Virginia,
Maryland, Delaware and the Washington Metro
Area, with a field staff of more than 100 lending,
business and community outreach specialists
and dozens of partner organizations such as
SBDCs.

Welcome New
Representatives!
Washington City Mission
Dr. Sally Mounts, Chief Development Officer
84 West Wheeling Street
Washington, Pa 15301
724-222-8530 ext. 284
smounts@citymission.org

Chamber President, Sheila Stewart with Rev.
William Sukolsky of First Presbyterian Church,
our September Luncheon Sponsor.

2018 Distinguished Service Awards and McCracken
Legacy Award Recipients
The Greene County Chamber of Commerce will host their 31st annual Membership Banquet and
presentation of the Distinguished Service Award on Saturday, October 20th on the Waynesburg
University Campus in the Benedum Dining Hall.
The Distinguished Service Awards are bestowed based on lasting contributions to community
welfare, participation in civic organizations, evidence of leadership ability, success in vocation,
personal and/or business progress, and cooperation with other individuals and organizations. The
award has no relation to work performed for the Chamber of Commerce. Jack McCracken was the
first individual recipient in 1988. Special awards have been presented from time to time over the
years as well as posthumous awards. The Organizational Distinguished Service Award was
presented from 2004 to 2015. In 2016 the McCracken Legacy Award was presented for the first
time to First Federal Savings & Loan of Greene County in 2016.
Distinguished Service Award Recipient - Sister Audrey Quinn
Sister Audrey Quinn, joined the Benedictine Sisters of Pittsburgh
in 1959 and taught for 25 years in Catholic schools in the Dioceses of
Pittsburgh and Greensburg. In 1989, Sister Quinn came to Greene
County to live and minister. From humble beginnings in a sparsely
furnished old farmhouse, she began addressing unmet needs of those
around her.
In 1990 she came across a poster seeking foster parents. Shortly
after she became a “Foster Mom” through Greene County Children &
Youth services nurturing over 160 foster children, ages 3 days
through 16 years. So vested in the mission, she served as President of
Greene County’s CYS Foster Parent Association. Raising the children
also inspired her to do more for the wider community.
A regular volunteer with Greene County Habitat for Humanity;
Meals on Wheels; St. Ann Soup Kitchen; United Way Appeals and
Greene County Mothers Against Drunk Driving, she has also held board positions with Catholic
Charities; Corner Cupboard Food Bank; Greene County Children & Youth; Greene County Human
Services; Greene County CASSP and the Benedictine Sisters of Pittsburgh. She coordinates the
Produce to People program and handles the recruiting of volunteers for the Greater Pittsburgh
Community Food Bank’s monthly program to distribute free food to more than 500 needy families
in Greene County.
On her 10th anniversary of arriving in Greene County, along with fellow Benedictine Sister Sue
Fazzini, the pair founded “Heart ‘n Sole”, a program to make sure every child in Greene County has
a good pair of shoes to start the school year. The program has provided thousands of new school
shoes. The sisters handle the solicitation, donation collections and distribution of shoes each year.
Presently, as the Director of The Salvation Army Greene County Service Center, she continues to
serve by maintaining a free clothing/household good warehouse and coordinates with Emergency
Disaster Services for those in dire need of immediate assistance. She assists clients with basic
needs such as food, clothing, utility and rent assistance.
Under her direction the Service Center provides a free summer camp and facilitates programs
with other social service agencies throughout the County by coordinating fund-raising efforts,
public
relations and volunteer recruitment.
Her work has not gone unnoticed. In 2008 she was chosen from 3,000 nominees from across the
country as one of the “100 Extraordinary Women” sponsored by Kraft Foods. In 2009 she was
selected as a top ten finalist from among 3,500 nominees in the CVS Pharmacy “For All The Ways
You Care” program and earned an appearance on Good Morning America. 2010 brought the “John
McGrady Award” and 2016 the Jack McCracken Award, both for Outstanding Service to
Community.

(‘2018 DSA and McCracken Legacy Award Winners” Continued)

Posthumous Distinguished Service Recipient - G. William “Bill” Gensler
Glenn William Gensler, “Bill”, was a life-long resident of Greene
County. Bill began his service to others at an early age: shoveling snow
in the winter, mowing lawns in the summer, delivering daily newspapers
and assisting his mother in the care of his grandparents.
Bill was a Waynesburg Central High School graduate. Following high
school, Bill earned an Accounting degree from Robert Morris University,
and subsequently an Elementary Education degree from Waynesburg
College. Bill student taught at Amity School where he met his wife of 45
years, Joy. Bill then began his teaching career at Whiteley School in
Greene County. He then transitioned to East Ward Elementary School in
Waynesburg Borough. In Bill’s twenty-five years of teaching in the
Central Greene School District, he had a positive impact on the lives of
many children. During his career, he bestowed his generosity to many
children and their families that were in need.
Bill was a faithful and humble servant of God. He was a life-long
member of the First United Methodist Church of Waynesburg, where he served on the Board of
Trustees and as the Sunday School Treasurer for nearly thirty years. Bill was also a dedicated
member of the Waynesburg Lions Club, where he actively participated within the community. He
enjoyed events such as the annual Halloween Parade, 4th of July celebration and driving a local
queen or honoree in his antique Nash in the Christmas Parade. Most importantly, Bill adored and
was devoted to his family. Bill has a strong bond with his mother, and cared for her through her
years. He was a loving husband, father and grandfather. If you had the privilege of running into
Bill out and about, you would hear how proud he was of his daughter Ann and granddaughter’s
Madeline and Emily. He never met at stranger, and enjoyed telling stories.
McCracken Legacy Award Recipient - EQT
The McCracken Legacy Award is awarded to a business or organization, having an operating
presence in Greene County who has demonstrated ambition, profitability, growth, sound business
planning, customer satisfaction and management of people; a commitment to social responsibility
and exemplary community involvement; demonstrated a positive social and/or economic impact on
the community and exemplary civic community leadership.
For EQT Corporation, the nation’s top producer of natural gas, Greene County is one of its most
prolific and successful operational areas. EQT plays a key role in
developing the region’s abundant source of natural gas to meet
the country’s demand for clean-burning energy, and Greene
County is an essential part of that. But it’s not just about ‘doing
business.’ Many of EQT’s employees live here or grew up here,
and have profound respect for our Greene County neighbors.
With more than 130 years of experience and a long-standing
history of good corporate citizenship in southwestern Pennsylvania, EQT strives to provide a
rewarding workplace and enrich the communities where they work. Economically and
philanthropically, EQT has made exciting and substantial investments in the wellbeing of Greene
County residents and is proud to be a part of this community.
In addition to generating millions of dollars in state and local tax revenues, and supporting tens
of thousands of jobs, EQT has donated millions to groups and programs focused on arts and
culture, community and economic development, education, diversity, and the environment through
corporate giving and its charitable arm, the EQT Foundation.
EQT proudly sponsors the Washington and Greene Counties Covered Bridge Festival, Greene
County Envirothon, Rices Landing Riverfest, and Waynesburg’s annual Rain Day and Holiday Open
House. They also provide Operation Warm coats for Greene County children; consistently
contribute to civic projects and first responders; employees regularly help with Produce to People;
and in 2017 the EQT REC Center opened to Greene County residents who didn’t have anything like
it before in the area. The EQT REC Center will serve Greene County families for decades into the
future, reminding all of us that great things can be accomplished when a community comes
together.

Interested in Advertising in the monthly
Chamber Chatter? Contact the Chamber today!
724.627.5926 or info@greenechamber.org

www.facebook.com/greenecountypachamber

