
Calling, a funny thing? 

The readings today all say something about calling.  

So, calling, what is it?  Well, maybe it can mean many things to many people.  

Calling is recurring theme of Epiphany.  We see the Wise men being called by a star to find the Christ 

child, Jesus in a stable.  Men leaving everything to follow a star.   Ridiculous?  Can you imagine 

starting out on a trip, without knowing where you are going.  But we do not bat an eyelid.  The funny 

thing about calling, requires a lot of trust. 

I often get asked about my calling, when people first meet me or after a while, by friends and family 

when I meet up with them. 

Some of you may know my calling story, I know some of the Mother’s Union do, for they very kindly 

asked me speak to them when I first arrived. 

It was at the same time I was preparing a presentation on calling as part of my curacy training, along 

with the other curates. 

It was to be based on a biblical character.  Out of a group of eight not one of us chose the same one.  

Although, they were all stories of calling, they were all so varied, so many different ways of finding 

themselves in ordained ministry.  Funny that about calling. 

I chose Jonah, my calling initially being characterised by a lot of fear and running away!  But that is a 

story, or possibly sermon for another time.  If you cannot wait that long please speak to me, always 

happy to share my experience with the big whale! 

After sharing with the Mother’s Union, I was also told different stories by some of the people there 

about their coming to faith and ministry.  Calling…. Mmmm a funny and many varied thing. 

The readings today, again show different calls, to different people to different ministries.   

On the Third Sunday of Epiphany last year, I was preaching from the readings about Jesus calling the 

first disciples, Simon and Andrew, and James and John, who immediately left their nets and followed 

him.  Fisherman, not learned scholars, educated, high up in society, quite the opposite.    

Part of my discernment process, I had to go to ‘It’s your calling’, in fact I was sent twice - I told you 

about my Jonah tendencies. The second time there was a presentation on people of scripture who 

had been called, and their seeming unsuitability, Moses the murderer (not the only one), Jonah 

(always running away, might have already mentioned him), Mary a young girl, David, the smallest 

and the youngest, to name but a few.   

And today we here about the call of Samuel, again a child, not a usual candidate to be ‘chosen’ by 

earthly standards. 

It might feel now as it states in the reading, with the word of the Lord rare and visions not 

widespread. Samuel is a called four times, but it is only on the fourth that he responds ‘Speak, for 

your servant is listening’.  It takes Eli to perceive it is the Lord calling Samuel and guide Samuel to 

respond as he does. 

It takes someone else to help another to hear God’s calling, maybe as Jesus calls to the fishermen. 

No one was expecting the call in both cases, but one there was an immediate response, where the 

other took a bit more listening. 



Then there is Nathanael in our Gospel reading today, the sceptic; “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?”  But he meets Jesus and is told that he has been seen and recognises Jesus as the Son of 

God.   

Yet, as the psalmist read today knows, we are all seen, known: sitting, rising, lying down, when far 

away, before a word is spoke; till ‘I come to the end-I am still with you’.   

Are we listening?  How are we encouraging others to hear?  How are we responding.  Advent is a 

time of waiting and expectation, Christmas we receive, Epiphany we can travel.    

In these difficult times of the pandemic, what is possible?  We may also feel that the word of the 

Lord rare and visions not widespread.   With the number of people losing their lives, hospitals 

overwhelmed, ITU having record numbers of patients and people having to isolate and not see loved 

ones. 

Yet, people are answering calls, going into covid wards, teaching in school, working in supermarkets, 

driving buses, working with foodbanks, working with the homeless.    The police, ambulance crew, 

nursery workers, I can’t list them all. 

Again, ridiculous, people risking their lives for strangers.   

Another calling, it can mean many things to different people, its a funny thing. 

All are called.  The psalmist speaks of us being formed, knit together, fearfully and wonderfully 

made.  We are called wonderful works.  It may be we can ‘hear’ a repeated call, maybe we need to 

be told we are seen or guided by another. 

It can be hard to see, especially when it comes to the visions of a Revelations, a struggle to make 

sense.  Jesus tells Nathaniel “You will see”, something possibly as extraordinary as our Revelations’ 

reading with the heavens opened.  The Greek word for ‘you’ in this verse is plural, going beyond an 

individual of scripture to everyone.  

It’s Your Calling is running again in February, for those exploring where God may be calling them.   

There are many ministries here at St Paulinus, it may be to pray with another, to bring together the 

prayers for parish for the diocese, to be along the bereaved, to work with our children and young 

people, serve, welcome and steward and so many other ways. 

In moment of silence, we can take time to think where God could be calling. 

Stillness is not simply silence, but an attitude of listening to God and of openness toward Him.  May 

we hear and follow His call.   

Amen. 

 


