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Richard Demuth 
 
Sermon Sunday 24th January, 2021.  Third Sunday of Epiphany 
Readings: Genesis 14:17-20, Revelation 5:1-10, John 2: 1-11 
 
When our church went on Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Fr Antony in 2011 (really, 10 years 
ago…) we paid a visit to Cana in Galilee, to a quaint, picturesque little church there, The Catholic 
Wedding Church. Carol and I have a picture of ourselves under the sign, and we took one for 
Dorothy and Trevor Jones there too, and we bought a bottle of Cana Wedding Wine for a laugh, 
as a souvenir, and here it is. 
 
It seemed a good idea at the time but it seems a bit cheap and nasty now, a bit naff, and a bit of 
an embarrassment to be showing it off … 
 
 The reading we’ve just heard from the Gospel, about the wedding at Cana in Galilee, is a 
story about a major social embarrassment and about how Jesus saves the day. 
 But it’s about more than that too: because this is a story about how we can relate to Jesus in 
our everyday lives, not just on a Sunday, and how Jesus can make a difference, a really positive 
difference to how we live on a day-to-day basis. 
 
 Before we get into the meat of the story, let’s just skip to the end for a moment… 
 At the end of this story, in verse 11, John makes this comment: “What Jesus did here in Cana 
of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory”. 
 
 In John’s Gospel, Jesus does 7 particular actions, 7 signs that point to him being the Son of 
God and it’s important that the turning of water into wine is one of those signs because it tells 
us something really important about God. To run out of wine at a wedding would have been a 
major social embarrassment apparently. Weddings often went on for about 7 days (blimey, it 
was a buffet and a knees up when Carol and I got married), and it was expected that the wine 
would keep going for the whole time. In fact, there are written documents to show that, in Jesus’ 
time, if the wine ran out at a wedding, guests sometimes sued their hosts for damages - which 
seems a bit harsh to me, I mean beer I could understand…,but they obviously took their wine-
drinking pretty seriously in that culture! 
 Anyway, the hosts had run out of wine here in Cana and Jesus intervenes to help them out, 
which is the first of his signs in John’s Gospel. And what that tells us about God is that he really 
cares about what happens in our lives. God is not some remote, distant Being, sitting above the 
clouds in the sky. Instead, God is actively involved in the world and he wants to be actively 
involved in our lives, yours and mine, and he wants to involve himself in all the minutiae of our 
lives to make sure that we enjoy the life to the full. 
 The first sign of Jesus’ glory, according to John’s Gospel, is Jesus getting involved to sort out 
a socially embarrassing situation at a wedding. That’s the type of God we worship: a God who 
really cares about our lives in all its detail, and really wants what is best for us and will get 
involved in our lives, our everyday lives, for the better. 
 God is fully active in the world, making a difference to how we live. And so each one of us 
can pray to God with confidence: confident that he really is interested in every aspect of our 
lives, no matter how small or inconsequential we might think it to be. 
 But this morning, it’s not really the miracle of turning water into wine that I want to think 
about. Instead, I want to focus on the parts of the story that we often overlook, which is how 
people responded to Jesus in this situation and what it is that we can learn for ourselves about 
how we might respond to Jesus in our own lives. 
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 And the first thing to say is simply this: 
 
1. Jesus was invited to the party 
Now you might think this is an weird thing to concentrate on, but in verse 2 it says, “Jesus and 
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding”. 
  
 Clergymen, and Clergywomen, as a breed, maybe Religious people in general too, can be 
viewed by many people as stick in the muds, perhaps a bit staid or stilted (present company 
excepted of course); not necessarily the type of person that would top the invite list to your 
party. 
 So how interesting is it that Jesus and his disciples were actually invited? Jesus was not 
viewed as being antisocial or a stick in the mud. Jesus was clearly fun to be around. There was 
something about Jesus that people felt comfortable with and they weren’t afraid to have him at 
their party where the wine was flowing freely. 
 Now, Jesus wants to be a part of your life. But how do you view Jesus? What do you think 
about him being in your life? Do you think Jesus is your killjoy? Does the thought of being in a 
relationship with Jesus take the fun out of your life? Do you keep Jesus in a little ‘Sunday Box’, 
where you can be all religious in church but you pack him away for the rest of the week so you 
can go about your fun unimpeded by this stern, strict image of Jesus that you may have created 
in your own mind? 
 If so, you are worshipping the wrong Jesus! You are worshipping a Jesus self-created in your 
own mind, and not the Jesus of the Bible. 
 The Jesus of the Bible gets invited to the party and people know that he is fun to have 
around. 
 I wonder if one of the biggest barriers in our lives to following Jesus more deeply is the fact 
that we have created a Jesus in our minds who is antisocial, stern, judgmental and staid, who 
will take all the fun out of our lives? 
 That is not the Jesus of the Bible. In the Bible, Jesus is invited to the party…and people love 
having him there. That’s the Jesus who wants to get involved in your life: so why not invite him 
to your party? 
 
 
The second thing to say is this: 
 
2. Jesus was a family man and knows your struggles 
 
Jesus wasn’t married, of course, but he was a family man and his family was really important to 
him. Elsewhere in the Bible, we are told that Jesus had brothers and sisters: he had four 
brothers called James, Joseph, Jude and Simon, and also some sisters whose names we are not 
told. His dad, Joseph, probably died when he was young and Jesus grew up as the oldest brother 
with all the family responsibilities that came with that. 
 And it was probably a family wedding that Jesus was attending that day, because his mother 
Mary seems to have had some sort of stewarding role at the wedding, which is why, she notices 
the wine has run out and comes to Jesus with the problem (we’ll come back to that in a minute). 
 
 Many of us here today are blessed with families – but we all know the problems that come 
with that: caring for elderly or sick parents, looking after children, perhaps multiple children, 
and the demands on our time with that, maybe caring for grandchildren during the week, or 
trying to navigate a difficult relationship with a brother or sister, or a spouse. 
 
 Family hassles – we all have them at one time or another… 
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 And Jesus was a family man too, so he knows all about your issues and he can relate to that. 
So, again, you can pray to him about all that stuff in confidence: confident in the knowledge that 
he hears and understands and will stand with you – through his own experience – in all the 
stresses and anxieties that family life breeds. 
 
 So first, Jesus doesn’t want to be the boring relative in our lives. 
 Second, Jesus understands the hassles of family living and understands our stresses. 
 
Number 3. We are happiest in our lives when we are obedient to Jesus 
 
Now that may sound like a strange thing to say, because we all want a bit of freedom in our lives 
to do whatever we want; it’s only natural. But Jesus doesn’t take our freedom away. Instead, he 
creates safe boundaries around our lives so that we can enjoy life to the full. 
 
 You know how it is in a children’s playground: there’s the slide and the roundabout and 
those funny little bouncy horses and stuff and the kids have a great time running around from 
ride to ride. But the parameters of the playground are marked out with a fence that keeps dogs 
out and children in. Plenty of room for them to play and have fun but within the boundaries of 
safety and well-being. 
 
 I sometimes think that is a good metaphor for the Christian life: Jesus puts boundaries 
around us but leaves us plenty of space within that to play and enjoy a relationship with him. 
And it’s when we are obedient to those boundaries that we are at our happiest. 
 When we look at this story from John’s Gospel, we see that shift in thinking in Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. 
 
 In verse 3, Mary relates to Jesus as a mother does to an eldest son and comes to him with a 
problem: she says, “They have no more wine”. This is a typical mother-son conversation, 
probably born out of the fact that, since Joseph’s death, Jesus was the responsible male in the 
household. But just a few moments later, her relationship with Jesus is transformed when she 
tells the servants at the wedding, “Do whatever he tells you”. 
 In a matter of moments, she moves from thinking about Jesus as her son and starts thinking 
about him as her Lord. Mary shifts her thinking from seeing Jesus as a family-fixer to being a 
Lord whose will must be obeyed. And she knows that obedience to his will is the only way to 
address the problem she is facing. 
 
 Now, I think this is crucial for us if we want to allow Jesus the space to make a difference in 
our lives. Like Mary, when we pray to God, we can just name the problem and leave it with him. 
Mary says, “They have no more wine” – simple as that: she doesn’t try to analyze the situation, 
she doesn’t give Jesus any suggestions on how to fix the situation, she doesn’t ask him for 
various options to choose between. Mary just names the problem and leaves it with him. And 
we can do just that when we pray to God: name the problem and leave it with him. 
 But – and here is the crucial bit – when Jesus comes up with a solution, we must have the 
courage and the obedience to follow his will. As Mary says here, “Do whatever he tells you”.  
 Now, sometimes that is hard to do. We might name a problem to God and, as we pray, we 
may get a sense of what we need to do to get a solution to that problem and we may not like the 
answer and so we are tempted to say to God, “Thanks for the advice. Have you got any other 
options?” I think perhaps that’s something we can all recognize. 
 
 Name the problem. But then be obedient to the solution, no matter how hard it may appear 
to be… 
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 And don’t you think the servants would have thought Jesus was a bit of a nutter by asking 
for 180 gallons of water to be brought to him? They would have wondered what this crazy 
carpenter was going to do with it all. But, without questioning, they obeyed him and the miracle 
happened… 
 So it can be in our lives. Name your problem before God. Leave it with him. Obey the 
response. That is the way to real happiness… 
 
So this is a fascinating story that is about so much more than just a miracle by Jesus because it 
teaches us so much about how we can relate to Jesus in our everyday lives, from Monday to 
Saturday. 
 Firstly, Jesus is not some stern stick in the mud out to stop you having fun, so don’t let that 
idea put you off forming a deeper relationship with him. 
 Secondly, Jesus was a family man himself, so he really does understand the hassles many of 
us are going through. 
 Thirdly, Jesus will hear our prayers and will empathize with our problems, so just name 
them, leave them with him, and then obey him when he points out to you the solution and way 
forward. 
 Jesus wants to make such a profound difference in our lives. 
 Jesus wants us to know joy and happiness and to have life in all its fullness. 
 Jesus understands. Jesus cares. 
  
Perhaps we need to start thinking about Jesus in a fresh way, look at him through a different 
lens, so that the real Jesus – the Jesus of the Bible – can be fully active in our lives, leading us 
into the future of joy and happiness that we long for, if we let him… 
 
 
                 Amen 
 


